
SERVING MARTIN COUNTY PLUS ADJACENT MINNESOTA & IOWA COUNTIES

Inside this Issue:

Volume 57 | Number 22

Wednesday
October 7, 2020

Fire Safety Pages 7-12

      Al Batt Page 6

2020 Martin County & City of Fairmont Legal Newspaper

��a�in�
C A R O L  P I E R C E
Let your Faith be bigger than your Fears 

HER STORY

Hi, I am Carol Pierce 
and I am proud to 

say I am a Breast Cancer 
Survivor! It's a wonder-
ful feeling to be able to say 
this today. I have 4 adult 
children. Chris and Amy 
and Reagan Pierce, Andy 
and Brooke and McKenna 
Pierce, Sara Pierce and Matt 
Moore and Allissa and Katy 
and Erik Dressalhaus, Ja-
cob, Samantha, Emma, Ella 
and Jackson. My greatest 
support team! I think hav-
ing a good sense of humor, 
power of God, hope, great 
family and friends, and all 
that love are the mixture of 
ingredients that kept me 
going thru my Breast Can-

cer Journey. 
My journey started on 

November 21, 2019. I went 
for my annual Mammo-
gram. It revealed a tiny spot 
on my left breast that wasn't 
there last year. After an ul-
trasound on November 26 
it was determined I needed 
a biopsy, which was done 
on December 4th. The next 
morning, I got that dreaded 
phone call that yes indeed I 
have cancer. The diagnosis 
was Invasive Ductal Carci-
noma. It was 8mm and was 
positive for Progesterone Re-
ceptor. My first thought was 
my family. They didn't need 
another blow. My husband 
Steve died 5 years ago, and 
we still miss him so much 

especially during this time. It 
was so hard to say the words 
"I have Breast Cancer" but it 
was in the early stages and I 
was sure the results would 
be good. Of course, as they 
always do, they rallied to-
gether to help me in any way 
thru this journey. I love them 
all so much. The next step 
was meeting my surgeon, 
Dr. Kendra Kamlitz of Fair-
mont. I was scheduled for 
December 19. I remember 
on my trip to the OR room; 
I told the staff I don't think I 
want to do this today! They 
chuckled. They said “Don't 
worry, soon you will be in 
your happy place.” Dr. Ka-
mlitz called me the Monday 
before Christmas with my 
results. They removed the 
cancer cells and the tissues 
around them. The tissues 
were clean! She took 5 lymph 
nodes and they were cancer 
free! Truly God blessed me. I 
shed tears of joy and praised 
God for being at my side. I 
was so happy to tell them the 
good news and Merry Christ-
mas!! In January 2020 I met 
with my Oncologist to deter-
mine my plan. My cells show 
that I was a grade 3, which 
means I would be a high risk 
of it spreading fast. I would 
need 4 rounds of chemo, 
three weeks apart. While the 

Chemo news wasn't the best, 
I was happy to have it done 
in Fairmont. I was asked if 
I would like to do the Scalp 
Cooling Therapy while I was 
doing chemo. The Fairmont 
Hospital Foundation encour-
aged people to try it. There is 
no guarantee that you would 
keep your hair. I did it and I 
lost most of my hair, but my 
hair follicles were healthy, 
and my hair is growing back 
fast. 

I am thankful they are do-
ing this for cancer patients 
whose insurance companies  
don’t cover this. The staff at 
the Lutz Cancer Center are 
fantastic. Fairmont is blessed 
to have an amazing cancer 
facility here. On April 2nd I 
was done with Chemo! Be-
cause of COVID, they walked 
me outside to ring the bell 
and to my surprise there was 
Sara, my puppy LULU Pearl 
and one of my best friends, 
Bonnie. On April 28th I start-
ed my 19 treatments of ra-
diation and finished on May 
22nd! 

People ask me how it was 
dealing with cancer during 
COVID. I said I was already 
staying at home and wearing 
masks from Day One. Besides 
that, I didn’t have to worry 
about coloring my hair! I am 
so thankful that I go in every 

year for my annual mammo-
gram. If I hadn’t gone in and 
waited another year, I would 
have been in tough shape. I 
can’t express how important 
it is to do this annually. 

I thank my family and 
friends for all the support 
and love thru this journey. 
I would have a rough day, 
and in the mail would be 
encouraging cards or phone 
calls. That was always a ray 
of much needed sunshine. 
My hope in writing my story 
that it will encourage you to 
check your “Girls” every year 
and do self-breast exams. My 
bible verse that I relied on 
was, “For I can do everything 
through Christ, who gives me 
strength.” Philippians 4:13. 
Peace and love to those that 

51 Downtown Plaza (the old Post Office building)
Fairmont, MN • www.stevenepiercecpa.com

507-238-4304
Taking care of your business is our business.

•Personal and business tax filings.
•Payroll, general ledger and financial statement prep.
•Timely and professional service, reasonably priced.

Certified Public 
Accountants

have had cancer or are go-
ing through cancer at this 
time. You are not alone.

SURVIVORS

You Need It
We Do It

112 East First Street Fairmont 
507.238.9456

• logos
• business cards

• envelopes
• invitations

• flyers
 • MUCH MORE

ANYTHING! 
We can do just about

Give us a call or email 
orders@fairmontphotopress.com
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Heritage Acre’s Harvest Festival
Live Music • Activities & More

Join us for Heritage Acre’s Harvest Festival!
Sunday, October 11 10am-4pm

507 West Lake Avenue, Fairmont, Minnesota

• Live Music: Barefoot Becky and the Ivanhoe Dutchmen
• Apple Pressing • Corn Shelling •  Kids Activities

• Soup dinner and homemade desserts
• Church service at 10am in the chapel 

• Cookie baking in the farmhouse
• Self-guided tours of all our buildings 

Please bring a mask to wear in the buildings.

This activity is made possible in part by a grant from the Prairie Lakes Regional Arts Council 
with funds appropriated by the Minnesota State Legislature from its general fund.

NO 

GATE 

FEE

Heritage Acre’s Harvest Festival
Live Music • Activities & More
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CCoouunnttyy  CCoommmmiissssiioonneerr
DDiissttrriicctt  11  MMaarrttiinn  CCoouunnttyy

“I will provide quality public service in a cost effective manner.”  
• Fiscal responsibility • Encourage economic development 
• Work with other local government & organizations to enhance & improve all areas of Martin County 
• Support Law Enforcement to provide for safety and services that our county requires 
• Transparency - open, honest & respectful practices and communication 
• Life long resident of Martin County • Police Officer, 30 years •K-9 Officer, 5 years 
• Married with 2 children • Member of United Methodist Church 
• Negotiation team member for the Fairmont Police Department 
• Past Member of Truman School Board Prepared and Paid for by Brad Buhmann

20
20 MICHELE 

MILLER
City Council 
At-Large
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MEDICARE PLANS THAT FIT YOUR LIFE
Get help from an expert to make sure you have the coverage 
you need.

Y0138_070219MM02_M  S5743_070119KK04_M

Blue Cross offers PPO, HMO-POS, Cost and PDP plans with Medicare contracts. 
Enrollment in these Blue Cross plans depends on contract renewal. Plans are available 
to residents of the service area. You can also contact Blue Cross for plan information 
or to enroll: 1-877-662-2583, TTY 711, 8 a.m. to 8 p.m. Central Time, daily. 

Authorized independent agent/agency for Blue Cross® and Blue Shield® of Minnesota and Blue Plus®,  
nonprofit independent licensees of the Blue Cross and Blue Shield Association.

Reid Van Brunt
Senior Ins..Advisors
(507) 848-1008 | TTY 711
reidvb@gmail.com
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Don't forget to make your 
2018 IRA contribution.

Drew Schellpeper 
Financial Advisor

1001 East Blue Earth Ave 
Suite B 
Fairmont, MN 56031 
507-238-4244

Member SIPC

Paul Schellpeper
Financial Advisor

1001 East Blue Earth Ave 
Suite B
Fairmont, MN 56031
507-238-4244
www.edwardjones.com

Drew Schellpeper
Financial Advisor

1001 East Blue Earth Ave 
Suite B
Fairmont, MN 56031
507-238-4244
www.edwardjones.com
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Low interest rates getting 
you down? Let's talk.

Drew Schellpeper 
Financial Advisor

1001 East Blue Earth Ave 
Suite B 
Fairmont, MN 56031 
507-238-4244

Member SIPC
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IRA? Don't wait to 
contribute.
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Are you invested properly? 
Get a second opinion.

Drew Schellpeper 
Financial Advisor

1001 East Blue Earth Ave 
Suite B 
Fairmont, MN 56031 
507-238-4244

Member SIPC

Sterling Pharmacy 
Community  

Flu Shot Clinic
Thursday, October 8th, 4–7pm 
Five Lakes Centre Mall, Fairmont

Serving anyone 9 years of age or older. 
Please bring insurance information.

507.238.2797  |  YourSterlingPharmacy.com
  400 S State St, Suite 50, Fairmont, MN

VOTEVOTE
elliot

BELGARDBELGARD
1ST DISTRICT COMMISSIONER 

EXPERIENCE MATTERSEXPERIENCE MATTERS
•TRUMAN FIREFIGHTER/ EMT 30 YEARS (RETIRED)
•TRUMAN CITY COUNCIL 18 YEARS 14 AS MAYOR

•MARTIN COUNTY COMMISSIONER 8 YEARS
•MARTIN COUNTY EDA

•MARTIN COUNTY VETERANS MEMORIAL COMMITTEE
•FARIBAULT MARTIN COUNTY HUMAN SERVICES

•PRAIRIE LAKES TRANSIT BOARD
•PRAIRIELAND SOLID WASTE BOARD

•REGION NINE DEVELOPMENT COMMISSION
•REGION NINE TRANSPORTATION ADVISORY BOARD

•SOUTH CENTRAL MN MULTI-COUNTY HRA
•SOUTH CENTRAL MN EMERGENCY COMMUNICATIONS BOARD
•SOUTH CENTRAL MN EMERGENCY MEDICAL SERVICES BOARD

Paid for by Elliot Belgard on his own behalf

Carissa Jean Thomas 
and Alex David Peter-
son

Marriage
License

Applications

BOB OLSON turns 
93 on October 11th.  
If you’d like to help 
him celebrate, a card 
will reach him at 664 
160th Street, Sher-
burn, MN 56171. 
(Submitted photo)

Useful voter information
How to register to vote in MN
• Online voter registration: https://mnvotes.sos.state.mn.us/VoterRegistration/
VoterRegistrationMain.aspx        
• By mail: print a voter registration form, filling it out, and mailing it to your local 
election office (locations can be found at): https://www.sos.state.mn.us/elec-
tions-voting/find-county-election-office/      
• In person (locations can be found at): https://www.sos.state.mn.us/elections-
voting/find-county-election-office/      

Important dates to know during the election season
• Election day – Nov 3
•  Registration Deadlines
• Online – Oct 13
• By mail – Received by Oct 13
• In person – Nov 3
• Absentee ballot deadlines
• Request by Nov 2
• Return by mail – postmarked by Nov 3
• Return in person – Nov 3 by 3pm
• Early voting
• Sept 18-Nov 2 (dates and hours vary depending on location)
• You can register to vote on election day
• Secure and fair elections: https://www.sos.state.mn.us/elections-voting/secure-
and-fair-elections

ANDREA WEST-
COTT, grand-
daughter of Thomas 
Westcott, received 
a scholarship for 
$2,000 from Army 
Otter-Caribou As-
sociation (AOCA) 
- Army Aviation As-
sociation of America 
(AAAA).
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Flu Shot Clinic
STERLING PHAR-

MACY Community 
Flu Shot Clinic will be 
held on Thursday, Oc-
tober 8th from 4 p.m. 
to 7 p.m. at the phar-
macy’s Five Lakes 
Centre in Fairmont. 
The clinic is for any-
one nine years of age 
or older. Please bring 
insurance informa-
tion.

The American Red 
Cross Bloodmobile will 
make a stop in Fairmont 
on Friday, October 9th, 11 
a.m. to 3 p.m., at Fairmont 
Crossfit, 1007 E. 10th St.

Plasma from whole 
blood donations made 
through the American 
Red Cross that test posi-
tive for COVID-19 anti-
bodies may now help cur-
rent coronavirus patients 
in need of convalescent 
plasma transfusions. Do-
nors are encouraged to 
make an appointment to 
give blood now to help 
ensure coronavirus pa-
tients and others who 
depend on transfusions 
have needed blood prod-
ucts this fall.

Donations that come 
back positive for CO-
VID-19 antibodies now 

undergo secondary test-
ing to confirm antibody 
results, and that enables 
the Red Cross to then po-
tentially use the plasma 
from those donations for 
COVID-19 patients. 

The Red Cross encour-
ages eligible individuals 
to schedule an appoint-
ment, download the free 
Blood Donor App, visit 
RedCrossBlood.org, call 
1-800-RED CROSS (1-
800-733-2767) or enable 
the Blood Donor Skill on 
any Alexa Echo device.

In thanks, the Red 
Cross is offering a $1,000 
Amazon.com Gift Card 
to five lucky winners who 
come to give in October. 
Terms and conditions 
apply; visit rcblood.org/
unite. 

Barefoot Becky and 
the Ivanhoe Dutch-
men will be one of the 
great draws for Heri-
tage Acres’ Fall Festival 
on Sunday, October 11. 
The event will include 
an ecumenical church 
service at 10 a.m., a 
soup luncheon fund-
raiser for Heritage Acres 
at 11 a.m., and Barefoot 
Becky will begin her 
performance at noon in 
Prairieville. 

“Our Fourth of July 
music festival was can-
celled, so it’s exciting to 
be able to have Bare-
foot Becky here still this 
year,” said Jerry Simon, 
event coordinator.

All the 
buildings will 
be open for 
s e l f- g u i d e d 
tours, and the 
farm house 
will have 
some fresh-
baked cook-
ies. Events 
also include 
corn shell-
ing and ap-
ple pressing 
along with 
other activi-
ties for youth. 
Of course, 
bean and 
corn harvest-
ing will be go-
ing on.

Plenty of hand sani-
tizer will be available, 
and people are asked 
to wear masks while in 
the buildings. About 
100 people can be in 
Prairieville socially dis-
tanced and the entire 
Heritage Acres campus 
is 40 acres.

The event begins at 
10 and goes until 4 p.m., 
and buildings open at 
11 a.m.

This activity is made 
possible in part by a 
grant from the Prairie 
Lakes Regional Arts 
Council with funds ap-
propriated by the Min-
nesota State Legislature 
from its general fund.

Thank you
Thank you to all the 
businesses and indi-
viduals who contributed 
and came out to visit with 
Scott at his benefit. It was a 
wonderful day! Special thanks 
to Rick, Bob and staff at Advance Auto, The Butcher 
Block & Fairmont Lyons Club! Also, thank you to the 
generous event sponsors: Advance Auto Parts, Militel-
lo Motors, Fairmont Butcher Block, D&S Trophies & Em-
broidery, Olson Rentals, Graham Tire Service, Re/Max 
Total Realty- Vonnie Cone, Culligan Water, Hawkins 
Chevrolet, Thrivent Financial, Hy-Vee, Car Parts Direct 
LLC, Fairmont Lions Club, Richards Auto Repair & Tow-
ing, Becky Flohrs CMT, CARQUEST Auto Parts, Dean & 
Greg Grotte Construction, Fairmont Body Shop,  Wie-
derhoeft Welding & Machine, Poppe’s Store and Car 
Wash, Garry’s Body Shop & Auto Sales, Dion’s Auto 
Repair, Fairmont Ford, and Profinium.

-The Nuss Family Five Lakes Centre
Fairmont, Minnesota

bridal
registry
�Free gift�
when you register.

“The Other White Meat”
Enjoy a Pork Loin or 

Pork Chops on
Your Grill Tonight... 

Oh... Pork is so Good!

EAT PORK
Support Our Local Pork Producers!

1225 Hwy 15 So., Fairmont, MN
(507) 238-1155

www.doolittlescarpetpaints.com
Hours: Monday 8:30-8 pm;

Tuesday-Friday 8:30-5:30 pm;
Saturday 9-3 pm

“We’re More Than Just Floors”

Ormsby AntiquesOrmsby Antiques
Fall ShowFall Show

Ormsby, MNOrmsby, MN
• Collectibles • Gifts

• Primitives
• Garden Art • Home Décor

See Ormsby Antique Show on

October 8 - 11October 8 - 11
October 15 - 18October 15 - 18
October 22 - 25October 22 - 25

10:00 a.m. - 6:00 p.m.10:00 a.m. - 6:00 p.m.

CHECK
IT OUT!

@ the Martin
County Library

martincountylibrary.org

This week, we’re high-
lighting a few things going 
on at the Martin County 
Library in October.

*While supplies last, 
stop by your library and 
pick up a free tote bag 
with your library check-
out!  (Then load that bag 
up with some good reads!)

*Weekly activity kits for 
kiddos are still available.  
They’re tons of fun and a 
great way to spend some 
time together.  Kits come 

in two age groups too, so 
you’ll find one that’s per-
fect for your kiddos!

*All of our libraries are 
still doing contactless 
pickup.  If you don’t want 
to come in and browse 
the shelves, or don’t have 
time, we will get your 
items ready for you to 
swing by and grab!  Let us 
know how we can help.  

*Want personalized 
book picks from our fan-
tastic library staff?  Fill out 
the Story Chasers form on 
our website to get started-
--you tell us what books 
you love and we will go 
from there.  We will chase 
down the best books just 
for you! www.martin-
countylibrary.org

From the Stacks: What’s 
New and Notable at the 

Martin County Library
By Jenny Trushenski, 

Library Director
October 2020

One by One 
by Ruth Ware

When Snoop, a trendy 
London-based tech start-
up, organizes a weeklong 
work trip in the French 
Alps, it starts out as a nor-
mal corporate retreat: 
PowerPoint presentations 
and strategy sessions 
broken up by mandatory 
“bonding” on the slopes. 
But one shareholder up-
ends the agenda by sug-
gesting a lucrative but 
contentious buyout offer.  
Soon, tensions simmer 
and loyalties are tested.  
An increasing storm out-
side the chalet brings on 
an avalanche that leaves 
the group cut off from 
the outside world.  Even 
worse, one of the Snoop-
ers never made it back 
from the slopes after the 
avalanche hit.  As each 

hour passes without any 
sign of rescue, panic 
mounts, the chalet grows 
colder, and the group 
dwindles further…one by 
one.

Anxious People
 by Fredrik Backman

An apartment open 
house becomes a life or 
death situation, when a 
failed bank robber bursts 
in and takes a group 
of strangers hostage. 
The captives include a 
couple who hunt down 
fixer-uppers to avoid the 
truth that they can’t fix 
their marriage. There’s 
a wealthy bank director 
who has been too busy 
to care about anyone else 
and a young couple who 
are about to have their 
first child but can’t seem 
to agree on anything. 

Add to the mix an 
eighty-seven-year-old 
woman who isn’t afraid 
of someone waving a gun 
in her face, a flustered real 
estate agent, and a mys-
tery man who has locked 
himself in the apartment’s 
only bathroom, and 
you’ve got the worst group 
of hostages in the world.  
Each of them carries a life 
full of hurts, secrets, and 
passions that are ready to 
boil over. None of them is 
entirely who they appear 
to be. And all of them—
the bank robber includ-
ed—crave some sort of 
rescue. 

A FEW OF OUR CATS AVAILABLE FOR ADOPTION:

HOURS: Tue & Thurs 6-8 p.m. • Sat 10 a.m.-2 p.m.

MARTIN COUNTY HUMANE SOCIETY
The Carl Nettifee Memorial Animal Shelter

522 E. MARGARET ST. • FAIRMONT, MN • 238-1885
pawprints.petfinder.compawprints.petfinder.com

Email:Email:  pawprints01@hotmail.compawprints01@hotmail.com

** Volunteers wanted and needed! Stop by the shelter during 
our open hours to find out how YOU can help the animals! 

For a complete listing of animals available for adoption, visit: 
www.pawprints.petfinder.com.

NIGHT is our one eyed wonder, having lost an eye due to a bad infection. 
That doesn’t stop him from being a playful kitten, though. Black and white, 
this little guy is also a cuddle bug.

GABY is a beautiful long haired calico kitten who was born without eyelids. 
Because of this, she will need special drops in her eyes for the rest of her life. 
It doesn’t slow her down, however, as she’s an energetic girl!

TIGGER could possibly be the perfect cat. An orange tabby adult, he is 
loving, friendly, cuddly, sweet and has a charming personality.

Little BINX is an all black kitten who loves to play and snuggle in your arms. 
He came to us when he was just 4 weeks old, without a mama, and was in 
foster care for several weeks, so he’s a bit spoiled.

THE SECOND WAVE OF KITTEN SEASON IS HERE!!! Keep an eye on our 
website, as we’ll be having all sorts of kittens becoming available over the 
next month. All colors, sizes, ages and personalities!

Heritage Acres Fall Festival

Bloodmobile visit

Reward 
offered in 
arson  case

The Fairmont Police 
Department is asking 
the public to call the 
Minnesota Arson Hot-
line at 1-800-723-2020 
with any information 
about the residential 
fire located at 614 N. 
Hampton St. in the city 
of Fairmont, which was 
reported on Saturday, 
September 26, 2020 

shortly before 10:00 
am. Callers can remain 
anonymous.

You can also submit 
a tip online at www.
mniaai.org.

The Minnesota 
Chapter of the Inter-
national Association of 
Arson Investigators is 
offering up to $5,000 for 
information leading to 
arrest and conviction 
through the Minnesota 
Arson Reward Project.

Due to safety and 
health measures the 
local Prairie Star 
Quilt Guild will not 
be meeting in Octo-
ber.  For information 
or questions regard-
ing the current Guild 
Projects, members 
may contact Carolyn 
Seidel.

Red Rock Center 
for the Arts in Fair-
mont free Lunchbox 
Entertainment Se-
ries will feature mu-
sical entertainment 
by Julie Fleming of 
Fairmont on Tues-
day, October 13 at 
noon.   Bring a sack 
lunch if desired.  So-
cial distancing mea-
sures are in place and 
we ask guests to re-
spect the mask man-
date for the safety of 
our patrons and staff.

The Fall Rum-
mage and Bake Sale 
scheduled for Octo-
ber 15-17 at Martin 
Luther High School, 
Northrop has been 
cancelled.
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sandy@fairmontphotopress.com

WILL BE CLOSED FRIDAY, OCTOBER 9TH 
out of respect for Charlotte Jacobsen’s funeral. 

Regular office hours on Saturday, October 10th.

Thank you,Thank you,
Tom & Lisa and FamilyTom & Lisa and Family

FAIRMONT

Obituary Notices

Ardis M. 
McKean, 92 

Services for Ardis M. 
McKean, 92, of Ceylon, 
MN, were held on Tues-
day, October 6, 2020, at 
Fairview Memorial Park 
in Fairmont.  

Ardis passed away 
Wednesday morning, 
September 30, 2020, at 
Goldfinch Estates in Fair-
mont, MN.  The Lakeview 
Funeral Home and Cre-
mation Service of Fair-
mont is assisting the fam-
ily with arrangements.  

Ardis Marie (Garbers) 
McKean was born on a 

farm near Northrop, MN, 
on August 20, 1928, the 
daughter of Arnold and 
Lillian (Schultz) Garbers.  
She spent most of her 
childhood near Welcome, 
MN, and attended school 
in Fraser Township.  Ardis 
grew up with two older 
brothers and a sister.

On August 10, 1947, 
Ardis was united in mar-
riage to Ralph McKean.  
Together they farmed 
near Maple Hill, Gruver, 
and Estherville, IA.  In 
1963, they purchased a 
farm and moved near 
Ceylon, MN.  Ardis and 
Ralph were blessed with 
four children, Tom, Pat, 
Peg, and Joan.  In 2007, 

Ardis moved off the farm 
and into Ceylon, MN.

Ardis was an active 
member of St. Peter Lu-
theran Church in Cey-
lon and was a dedicated 
member of WELC Wom-
en’s group.  Ardis loved to 
read and bake.  She was 
known for her famous 
cookies and everyone al-
ways knew that her cook-
ie jar was never empty!  
Most of all, Ardis enjoyed 
playing bridge and she 
and Ralph played bridge 
with the same group of 
friends for over 50 years.  
Ardis was the most gra-
cious host and loved to 
entertain friends and 
family at coffee parties at 

her home.
Left to cherish her 

memory are her children, 
Tom (Sandra) McKean of 
Ceylon, MN, Pat (Dale) 
Palmberg of Spirit Lake, 
IA, Peg (Greg) Thompson 
of Armstrong, IA, and Joan 
(Roger) Rezac of Dolliver, 
IA; seven grandchildren, 
Jaime (Mike) Core of Fair-
mont, MN, Dustin (Gena) 
McKean of Fairmont, MN, 
Nikki (Calvin) Bremer of 
Fairmont, MN, Erik (Ju-
lie) Palmberg of Denver, 
CO, Lacie (Chad) Tedrow 
of Carroll, IA, Brianna 
Rezac of Fort Dodge, IA, 
Bryson Rezac of Dolliver, 
IA; twelve great-grand-
children; two great-great-

grandchildren; sister, 
Evelyn Helvig; sister-in-
law, Lois Matre; as well 
as many other extended 
family and friends.

Ardis was preceded in 
death by her parents, Ar-
nold and Lillian Garbers; 
husband, Ralph McKean; 
grandson, Luke Thomp-
son; two brothers, Merten 
Garbers and Merle Gar-
bers; four brothers-in-
law, Bruce Helvig, Selmer 
Matre, Glenn McKean 
and Dale McKean; and 
one sister-in-law, Violet 
Garbers.

www.lakeviewfuneral-
home.net

Robert D. 
Mennen, 77

Robert “Bob” Mennen, 
age 77, of Truman, passed 
away on Sunday, Sep-
tember 27, 2020, with his 
family by his side. A man 
who had his health and 
sheer grit and determina-
tion for everything, was 

struck by COVID and it 
took his life quickly. There 
was a drive-thru visita-
tion at his family farm at 
2368 200th Ave in Truman 
on Thursday, October 1, 
2020. Burial with military 
honors was on Saturday, 
October 3 at Lakeside 
Cemetery. Zaharia Family 
Funeral Home is entrust-
ed with arrangements. 
www.ZahariaFamilyFu-
neral.com

Robert Dean Mennen 
was born January 13th, 
1943 at the Truman hos-
pital upstairs to Andreas 
and Esther (Clark) Men-
nen. He attended school 
in Truman and gradu-

ated in the class of 1961. 
November 19, 1964, Bob 
enlisted in the United 
States Army and served in 
Vietnam during combat. 
He was very proud to be a 
veteran and was awarded 
the Purple Heart. He re-
turned to Truman and 
worked for the Bosshart 
Construction company 
and farmed.  

He married Dianne 
Grotte in March of 1970 
and moved to the farm 
where they raised two 
children, Robynn and 
Randy as well as farm 
livestock. Bob continued 
his work with W. Hodg-
man and Sons road con-

struction where he was 
a road foreman and cer-
tified aggregate tester. 
He loved building roads 
and talking about them. 
He worked later for SMC 
when they bought out the 
company and retired in 
2007. He later worked for 
Mark and James Hansen 
Farms during fall harvest 
seasons.

 He was happiest out-
doors tinkering and put-
zing around his farm. He 
was a collector and en-
joyed finding a bargain at 
auctions. He was always 
known for his bidding 
number #55.  He enjoyed 
the tractor rides and was 

a supporter of the Tru-
man community and was 
a lifetime member of the 
American Legion and the 
VFW groups.

He treasured his 
grandchildren Jackie, Levi 
and Andrea. He loved 
teaching them to drive a 
straight stick transmis-
sion and giving them all 
the history of Truman 
and how much he paid 
for stuff. 

Bob is survived by his 
wife of 50 years Dianne 
of Truman; daughter 
Robynn (Brad) Buhmann 
of Fairmont; son Randy 
Mennen of Fairmont; 
Grandchildren Jackie (Ja-

cob) Claude, Levi (Erica 
Serna) Buhmann and An-
drea Mennen; brother 
Richard “Punky” Mennen 
of Truman; nieces Sara 
Mennen and Jennifer 
(Jason) Medlin; nephews 
Devin Mennen and Jere-
my (Susan) Grotte; broth-
ers-in-law Mike Grotte 
of Granada and Richard 
Grotte of Sherburn; other 
relatives, including Jeff 
and Joelle Mennen; and 
many friends. 

He was preceded in 
death by his parents; 
younger brother Roy 
Mennen; sisters-in-law, 
Sharon Mennen and Lin-
da Grotte.

Charlotte L. 
Jacobsen, 83

Private Family Mass of 
Christian Burial for Char-
lotte L. Jacobsen, age 83, 
of Truman, MN will be 

held on Friday, October 
9, 2020 at St. John Vian-
ney Catholic Church in 
Fairmont. Those wishing 
to live stream the service 
can do so on Friday after-
noon at 2:00 pm by fol-
lowing the link:https://
client.tr ibucast.com/
tcid/21583312 Burial will 
follow the Mass at Calvary 
Cemetery in Fairmont.

Charlotte passed away 
peacefully on Saturday 
morning, October 3, 2020 
at the Heartland Senior 
Living Center in Truman. 
The family requests that 

memorials be directed 
to the Truman EMS and 
Fire Department. The 
Lakeview Funeral Home 
and Cremation Service 
in Fairmont is assisting 
the family with arrange-
ments.

Charlotte Lillian was 
born April 9, 1937, the 
daughter of Raymond and 
Naomi (Morgan) Truhe, 
in Carroll, Iowa. Grow-
ing up Charlotte attended 
school in Coon Rapids, 
Iowa and was a member 
of the 1956 graduating 
class.

A fond memory she of-
ten talked about was be-
ing crowned the FFA Win-
ter Ball Queen. While in 
High School she met and 
began dating Jack Jacob-
sen. Following their high 
school graduation Jack 
served in the Army, and 
upon return of his deploy-
ment the two were united 
in marriage on April 12, 
1958. Charlotte and Jack 
made their home togeth-
er in Coon Rapids and 
were blessed with four 
daughters, Denise, Lisa, 
Amy and Jenny. 

In 1965 Charlotte and 
Jack moved their family to 
Fairmont before moving 
to Truman in 1969. Char-
lotte lovingly raised the 
girls and owned and op-
erated a ceramic shop out 
of their home. Charlotte 
was a faithful member of 
St. Katherine’s Catholic 
Church in Truman. She 

also opened the doors 
to her home to foreign 
exchange student, Pia 
Muhlig, staying in contact 
and treating her as family. 

Charlotte enjoyed 
crafts and sewing, go-
ing for drives, and having 
Jack hold her purse while 
she shopped. Most im-
portantly, Charlotte loved 
her family. Birthdays and 
Holidays were celebrated 
big and everyone could 
be found gathered togeth-
er on Sundays for supper. 

Charlotte taught her 
family the meaning of 
unconditional love and 
the value of spending 
time together. Most re-
cently Charlotte was able 
to watch her great-grand-
children play outside. She 
spent those moments 
smiling, laughing, and 
loving, as if it were one fi-
nal life lesson to teach her 
family: love deeper, laugh 

September 28 - Arlene M. Brolsma, 91, Fairmont. 
Kramer Funeral Home

September 30 - Ardis M. McKean, 92, Ceylon. 
Lakeview Funeral and Cremation Service
September 30 - Richard D. Grotte, 76, Sherburn. 

Kramer Funeral Home
October 3 - Charlotte L. Jacobsen, 83, Truman. 

Lakeview Funeral and Cremation Service
October 3 - Cheryl A. Striemer, 70, Akely, MN (for-

merly of Fairmont). Lakeview Funeral and Cremation 
Service

IN MEMORIAM - ONE YEAR AGO
September 30 - Holly S. Brummond, 41, Granada
October 2 - Ione R. Gray, 96, Truman

more, and hold those you 
love close. “I love you a 
bushel and a peck, a bush-
el and a peck and a hug 
around the neck”. 

Those left to honor 
and cherish her memory 
include her daughters: 
Denise Janssen and her 
husband, Dan, of Tru-
man, MN, Lisa Izen and 
her husband, Tom, of Fair-
mont, MN, Amy Werner 
and her husband, Brad, of 
Truman, MN, and Jenny 
Andrews and her hus-
band, Scott, of Truman, 
MN; grandchildren: Evan 
(Alida) Lang, Mackenzie 
(John) Schneider, Em-
ily (Calvin) Labes, Nikki 
(Luke) Johnson, Josh 
(Emily) Werner, Matthew 
(Tiphanie) Izen, Bryce 
Andrews, Logan (Melissa) 
Werner, Bryan (Danielle) 
Andrews, and Michael 
(Sydney) Andrews; 16 
great-grandchildren; 4 
step grandchildren; 8 step 
great-grandchildren; sis-
ters: Rayoma Rotert and 
Linda (Joe) Doran; broth-
er-in-law, Tom (JoAnn) 
Jacobsen; Denmark 
Daughter, Pia Muhlig, 
and her husband, Torben; 
other extended family and 
friends.

In addition to her par-
ents, Charlotte was pre-
ceded in death by her 
husband, Jack Jacobsen; 
infant grandson, Jeremy 
Jacobsen; sister, Corrine 
South; brothers-in-law, 
Harry Rotert and Jerald 
South; and other loved ex-
tended family.
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PEDESTRIAN SAFETY - Alex (Scruffy) from 
Dairy Queen in Fairmont has been busy these 
past few days putting signs up promoting Pe-
destrian Safety in both Brown and Martin 
Counties. Donations are welcome to print 
more signs. If you own a business and are in-
terested in one, you can text him at (763)401-
3565 for more information. (Submitted photo)

3 ways to vote 
You have a right to vote. Minnesota laws make 

it easy and safe for you to exercise that right to vote 
this fall, 2020.

There are three ways to vote here in Fairmont. 
1) Go to the Armory at 700 N. Fairlakes Avenue 

on Tuesday, November 3. The polls will be open 
from 7 am until 8 pm. 

2) Go to the Martin County Courthouse any day 
of the week from now until and on election day, 
Tuesday, November 3. You can vote even on Sat-
urday, October 31 at the courthouse, 10 am until 3 
pm.

3) You can mail in your ballot. To mail in a bal-
lot, fill out a 2020 Minnesota Absentee Ballot  ap-
plication. Mail that application into the county. The 
county will send you a ballot. Fill out the ballot and 
mail back to the county.

That is it. Simple. Remember, every vote counts. 
Your vote is important.

Peter Engstrom

Sweet receives 
Raymond 
James Financial 
Services honor

Bryan J. Sweet, Found-
er, CEO, Wealth Advisor, 
RJFS, located at Sweet 
Financial Services, 1300 
South Prairie Avenue, 
was recently named 
a member of the 2020 
Chairman’s Council. This 
marks the 18th consecu-
tive year that Sweet has 
qualified for this impor-
tant recognition.

Sweet, who joined 
Raymond James in 1989, 
has more than 32 years 
of experience in the fi-
nancial services indus-
try. Since the start of his 
financial services career 
in 1979, Bryan has spe-
cialized in helping indi-
viduals accumulate and 
preserve wealth for re-
tirement and beyond. 

A native of Fairmont, 
Minnesota, Bryan earned 
his master’s degree in fi-
nancial services from The 
American College in Bryn 
Mawr, Pennsylvania, be-
fore embarking on what 
would become a lifelong 
career as a wealth man-
agement consultant. He 
established, Sweet Fi-
nancial Services in 1987.

It Was a Big Event For Martin County!

Lenny Tvedten, Director, Martin County Historical Society

Guest Columnist

An estimated 50,000 
to 100,000 people, 

20,000 cars and trucks, 
food, highway traffic, and 
more.  It happened in 
Martin County in 1934, 
the site of the National 
Corn Husking Contest 
held in Fairmont.  

Preparation for the big 
event included a study on 
how to feed the attendees, 
selling booster buttons 
advertising the event, 
and preparing the roads 
leading to the event.  Re-
garding the roads, one 
account stated that “…
cars driven by lunkheads 
showed no consideration 
for the highway workers.”  

The National Corn 
Husking Contest was held 
in Martin County on No-
vember 8, 1934.  The site 

of the event is the present 
location of the airport.  At-
tendance figures estimat-
ed by the Associated Press 
and the Minnesota High-
way Patrol varied from 
50,000 to 100,000. The 
state patrol also estimat-
ed that there were 20,000 
cars and trucks parked in 
the field near the event.  
As of that date, it was the 
largest crowd ever at a 
National Corn Husking 
Contest. 

The national corn 
husking entrants were 
officially welcomed at 
a banquet served at the 
American Legion Hall in 
Fairmont the night before 
the event.  It was presided 
over by Judge J. E. Hay-
craft, with other dignitar-
ies in attendance.  Cham-

pions of nine states were 
recognized by farm paper 
publishers who sponsor 
contests.  The following 
day, there was a parade 
that included eleven 
companies of the Nation-
al Guard from neighbor-
ing towns and the Ameri-
can Legion Drum & Bugle 
corps from Mankato. 

The contest was spon-
sored by the Wallace 
Farmer and was designed 
to show the athletic skills 
of young farmers.  In ad-
dition, it was broadcast 
by NBC.  The managing 
editor of the Farmer and 
Farm, Stock and Home 
gave a history of previ-
ous contests as well as 
describing the upcom-
ing contest.  He also ex-
plained the work involved 

in putting on the biggest 
event of its kind ever held 
in Minnesota to date.  

People began converg-
ing on Fairmont, which 
was referred to as “contest 
city,” at 4:00 a.m., and by 
8:00 a.m. there were sev-
eral thousand cars in and 
near the grounds, most 
belonging to officials and 
others that were involved 
in some way with the 
event.  

The spectators on the 
day of the event were said 
to be beyond what even 
the most enthusiastic 
supporters would have 
expected.  Stands sell-
ing hamburgers and cof-
fee could hardly keep up 
with demand and had to 
make frequent trips into 
town to replenish their 
supplies.  There were an 
estimated 800 policemen, 
250 guardsman, 20 traf-
fic policemen, and 400 
legionnaires and others 
directing traffic.  The traf-
fic from 9:00 a.m. to noon 
was so heavy that highway 

patrolmen were forced to 
send it toward the contest 
in a double line.  

Returning from the 
event was next to impos-
sible.  There were also 
reports of numerous mi-
nor accidents in the traf-
fic jams due to sudden 
stops and some motor-
ists trying to pull in and 
out of traffic lanes.  As a 
result of the many cars 
coming from the west, 
Highway 16 was made a 
one-way by patrolmen on 
the scene as traffic was 
reported to be approach-
ing three abreast from the 
west.  Four airplanes also 
hovered over the area, 
eventually landing near 
the contest.

The winner of the con-
test was Ted Balko of Red-
wood County with a net of 
25.78 bushels.  Balko was 
a previous four-time Min-
nesota champion.

Following the contest 
there were many acco-
lades for the manner in 
which it was conducted 

as well as the site of the 
event.  The managing edi-
tor of the “Farmer” and 
the associate editor of 
the “Kansas Farmer” em-
phasized how well it was 
organized and the fact 
that they considered it an 
excellent location.  They 
characterized it as “a great 
success.”

Interestingly enough, 
a headline from the No-
vember 13, 1934 Sentinel 
read as follows:  “Corn 
Contest Helps Sell Guck-
een Farm.”  An individual 
from Illinois paid $80.00 
per acre for the 161-acre 
farm.  The purchaser is 
in the laundry business 
in Chicago but stated he 
wanted to get back to the 
farm.

For more informa-
tion on this topic, or to 
become a member, visit 
the Pioneer Museum in 
Fairmont or its website at 
www.fairmont.org/mchs.

Candidates 
Forum will be 
October 15th

A Candidate Forum 
will be held Thursday, 
October 15 at the Fair-
mont City Hall. At 7 p.m. 
Minnesota House can-
didates Pat Bacon and 
Bjorn Olson will be pres-
ent.  

At 8 p.m. candidates 
for Fairmont City Coun-
cil will be present: Tom 
Hawkins vs. Michele 
Miller; Ruth Cyphers 
vs. Ron Lindberg, Joe 
Loughmiller and Brittney 
Kawecki; and Wayne 
Hasek vs. Terry Ander-
son.

No audience will be 
allowed, but the Forum 
will be aired on the Local 
Cable TV.

We are encouraging 
anyone to submit ques-
tions by calling in that 
evening or in advance by 
emailing the Chamber 
at info@fairmontcham-
ber.org or Char Kahler at 
chark@kahlerautoma-
tion.com

The forum is spon-
sored by the Fairmont 
Area Chamber of Com-
merce and the American 
Association of University 
Women.

This is a great oppor-
tunity for folks to get to 
know their candidates.

MCSAP annual 
meeting planned

The annual meeting of 
the Martin County Sub-
stance Abuse Prevention 
Coalition (MCSAP) will 
be held at noon Tues-
day, October 13, 2020, via 
Zoom. The general public 
is invited to attend. 

To receive a zoom link, 
contact Stephanie John-
son at steph@mcsapco-
alition.com or 507-236-
4118.

MCSAP is a coalition 
of caring community 
members dedicated to 
preventing underage use 
of alcohol, tobacco, mari-
juana and misuse of pre-
scription drugs in Martin 
County.

The winners of the Fall Season Word Search are 
Steve Oskerson of Fairmont and Dennis Ros-
burg of Fairmont. Thank you to D & S Trophies 
and Visual Identity Vault for your donation of the 
gift certificates. Thank you to all the Photo Press 
readers who submitted enteries. Stay tuned for 
future puzzles!

Second Half Real Estate Taxes
on property bearing classification of 

Residential and Commercial 
are due by:

Thursday, 
October 15, 2020.

FOR MAILING ADDRESS
Martin County Treasurer

201 Lake Avenue, Suite 201
Fairmont, Minnesota 56031

or
DROP OFF BOX

Located at the South end of the 
Courthouse parking lot or at 

1200 North State Street
Credit Cards are accepted - 

convenience fees will be applied

Jessica Korte
Martin County Auditor/Treasurer

TAXES

OCTOBER 4, 1995
“The Lutheran Hour”, 

the longest running 
world-wide radio broad-
cast, had been on the air 
for 65 years, on over 1,200 
stations weekly. Locally, 
it could be heard at 11 
a.m. Sundays on KSUM.

Calvary Baptist 
Church in Granada was 
making plans for its Cen-
tennial Weekend on Oc-
tober 7th and 8th. Several 
former pastors were to 
participate in the sunday 
services.

Gary Gjerstad, local 
blind pianist and vocalist 
was putting on his 12th 
annual benefit concert 
at the Fairmont Opera 
House. This year pro-
ceeds from the concert 
were to benefit the lo-
cal Citizens Scholarship 
Foundation (Dollars for 
Scholars).

Betty J. Knudson of 
Fairmont was the latest 
recipient of the Exchange 
Club’s Book of Golden 
Deeds Award. She was 
the 21st recipient of the 
award, dating back to 
1975.

The Fairmont Com-
munity Hospital Board 
signed a two-year man-
agement agreement with 
Twin Cities-based Allina 
Health System. Allina 
would provide advice, 
support and consulta-
tion to FCH as needed 
in all areas. The commit-
tee also looked at many 
options, including Mayo 
Clinic, which owned the 
Fairmont Clinic located 
adjacent to the hospi-
tal. FCH was founded in 
1928 and had occupied 
its present facility since 
1972, had 74 licensed 
hospital beds, 40 nursing 
home beds in Lutz Wing, 
21 active medical staff 
and 285 employees.
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FULL SERVICE PAINTING

Allan Eppens

507-235-6007
or

507-236-0066
Fairmont

POOLEY’S 
SCRAP
IRON

620 N. Main
Fairmont, MN

(507) 238-4391

HOURS:
Monday-Friday

7:30 a.m.-12 noon
& 1-4:30 p.m.

Closed Saturday

RECYCLE
ALUMINUM 
CANS HERE

Systems work in finished or unfinished basements

A Division of Tennyson Construction • Truman, MN • Ctr. Lic. #740801

WE SOLVE BASEMENT PROBLEMS!

1-800-658-2501 or (507) 776-5201

Free Estimates • Licensed
Insured • Locally Owned

Farmland
Tree Service

Insured and Free Estimates
SCOTT • 507-236-3951 • 507-764-4879
Office: 311 Delana Street, Sherburn, MN

Still serving the area after 30 years.
Arborist by trade.

• Tree Trimming & Removal
 • New & Old Grove Trimming
• Stump Removal & Cleanup

• Lake Bank Trimming • Gutter Cleaning

Greg: 507-236-2816   

Dean: 507-238-1400

775 190th Avenue Fairmont, MN 56031

Concrete done right. Free Estimates. Call us today.

Grotte
Construction

Concrete Contractor
•driveways & patios
•floors & footings
•ICF walls

•colored/stained concrete
•stamped concrete
•concrete resurfacing

1300 NORTH STATE ST.
FAIRMONT MN

Full Line Sales &  
Service Dealer!

FIND US 

AT THE 

FAIRMONT MALL!

We’ve Got You Covered!

• Residential
• Commercial

507-238-4554
HOURS: Mon-Fri 9am-6pm; Sat 9am-2pm

Five Lakes Centre, Fairmont
www.carpetplusinc.net

BOAT HOUSE
The

903 Lake Ave. • Fairmont, MN
(507) 235-6931

Sales and 
Service

• Small Engine
Repairs on all
Makes & Models

• Local Pick Up &
Delivery Available

TORO • TORO • TORO • TORO • TORO

914 North State Street
Fairmont, MN

www.olsonrental.com

See us for all types of  
Small Engine Service & Repair

238-1393Pick-Up and
Delivery (Fairmont Area)

$16 STOP 
IN

TODAY!

MARKET
PLACET

H
E

COST PER 
WEEK IS ONLY:

P R O M O T E 
S E L L 
A D V E R T I S E

The experts in residential
and commercial cleaning.

27 years in service!

Services Include:
Carpet & Furniture • Tile Floors

• Fire & Smoke Cleanup
• Entrance Rugs • Janitorial Service

(507) 235-3765 • (507) 236-0713
cvosschemdry@gmail.com

Fairmont, MN

Fairmont
Eagles

Aerie #3394

Dave Nutt, Events Planner
507-236-5928 • racenutt@midco.net

1228 Lake Avenue
Fairmont, MN

Call Us for Hall Rental:
Weddings, Anniversaries,

Meetings, Private Parties & More!
Full Service Bar Available!

112 E. 1st St. • Fairmont, MN • 238-9456 • M-F  8 to 5

Call Randy in our Advertising Department:
507-236-6644 or e-mail: ads@fairmontphotopress.com

Advertise Your Business Here!Interested in advertising your
business with a MarketPlace Ad?

We reach over 12,461 readers

Serving you
since 1963!

Custom 
Window Blinds

I look forward to helping you 
fi nd the perfect view!

FREE Cordless Upgrade on
select window coverings!

(effective 6/10-10/14/2020)
Call Paula today for details and to 
schedule an in-home consultation!

507-236-4951

Martin County 
Veterans Services: 
507-238-3220

| 1-888-LinkVet
(546-5838)

Linkage Line
Veterans

your link to experts

minnesotaveteran.org

Do you know your benefits? 
Let us serve you.

Now taking reservation dates in 
our new “smoke-free” building.

KNIGHTS OF
COLUMBUS

920 E. 10th Street, Fairmont
238-9340

v Weddings  v Anniversaries
v Business Meetings, Parties & More!

Wedding Celebrations

Seating Capacity Up to 300

The Boat House
903 Lake Avenue

Fairmont, MN

507-235-6931

THE TOUGHEST
BOAT LIFTS & DOCKS

Docks - Lifts Service  -Marine Repair

Sales 
Service

Fairmont, MN  |  Brett@BahaGutter.com  |  BahaGutter.com

G e t  y o u r  m i n d  o f f  y o u r  g u t t e r s .

Brett Meyeraan owner 507.766.3910

COMMERCIAL
SNOW REMOVAL

Junco is an acronym 
for Just Until Nicer 

Conditions Occur
The temperature 

dropped as if it had spot-
ted a State Patrol squad 
car.

Then something land-
ed in my yard. It was no 
mere bird.

October 1 was the day 
I saw the first dark-eyed 
junco of the fall migrat-
ed into in my yard. I like 
juncos. I practice an ap-
preciation for birds, but 
I was reminded of some-
thing Dr. Seuss wrote, 
“How did it get so late so 
soon? It’s night before it’s 
afternoon. December is 
here before it’s June. My 
goodness how the time 

has flewn. How did it get 
so late so soon?”

A junco is a hand-
some little bird, may-
be 5 inches long and 
weighing as much as 
four quarters. Its belly is 
white, the color of snow. 
It’s back the color of gray 
clouds. It carries the 
team colors of winter in 
its feathers. There was a 
white flash to the sides 

of its tail when it flushed 
as if it had magically 
burst from a chrysalis 
into a butterfly.

I’m not sure if my yard 
was a destination or if the 
junco was vaguely mean-
dering south. As a man 
whose compass con-
stantly needs winding, 
I’m in awe of the abilities 
of traveling birds. Its ar-
rival may portend winter, 
but if the junco hadn’t 
arrived, winter was still 
coming.

Many people think 
of snowbirds as retir-
ees who avoid the snow 
and cold temperatures 
of northern winters by 
moving south for the 
season. The junco is a 
snowbird that doesn’t 
clog traffic. The junco 
and the snow bunting 

are both worthy of the 
“snowbird” moniker. The 
snow bunting, which I 
consider a “snowflake,” 
is a winter beauty of great 
endurance. Naturalist 
John Burroughs wrote of 
the bunting, “This is the 
only one of our winter 
birds that really seems 
a part of winter — that 
seems born of the whirl-
ing snow, and happiest 
when storms drive thick-
est. Its calls, coming out 
of the white obscurity, 
are the sweetest and hap-
piest of all winter bird 
notes. It is like the laugh-
ter of children.” 

Old-timers consid-
ered the arrival of snow 
buntings in large num-
bers indicated the ap-
proach of a hard winter. 
Juncos are called snow-
birds because they are 
more likely to visit feeders 
on snowy days and their 
return from their north-
ern breeding grounds 
foretells cold and snowy 
weather. Another reason 
for the nickname may be 
the junco’s white belly 
and gray back, which was 
described by Howard 
E. Parkhurst as “leaden 
skies above, snow below.” 

Frank Sweet penned this, 
“Which came first, the 
birds or the snow? Or 
was it together they flut-
tered down? The spir-
its in white, who seem 
to know. And talk with 
the spirits in drab and 
brown? And which are 
the merriest ones at play? 
The flakes which dance 
to the tune of the breeze, 
or the birds which flutter 
and fly away, and chatter 
and call from the nod-
ding trees?” On rare oc-
casions, I’ve heard Amer-
ican tree sparrows, often 
found in the company of 
juncos, also called snow-
birds. And I’ve heard a 
junco referred to as a 
“snow sparrow,” as it’s a 
native sparrow.

 Anne Murray sang 
“Snowbird.” It was a hit, 
but was she singing of 
a junco or a snow bun-
ting? She sang this about 
the snowbird, “Spread 
your tiny wings and fly 
away. And take the snow 
back with you. Where it 
came from on that day.” 
No snowbird has ever 
agreed to Anne Murray’s 
request.

The junco isn’t as rare 
as a positive campaign 

ad, but when a junco 
made an appearance on 
the farm, my father de-
clared we’d have track-
able snow in six weeks. 
It’s never summer in a 
snow globe. It was a har-
binger of winter. Gray 
skies abound and snow 
on the ground. It defined 
the onset of winter, but 
like every meteorologist 
(human meteorologists 
are incredibly accurate), 
the junco wasn’t always 
right. The six weeks ap-

plied only to where the 
junco was spotted. When 
cold by the boatload fol-
lowed the junco, I packed 
up and moved from my 
bedroom to the base-

ment, which was closer 
to the furnace. I slept on 
a cot next to a haunted 
furnace. It made sounds 
like a humpback whale 
with a bellyache. It can 
be a rude world. 

An early arrival of a 
junco means there is 
a long winter ahead. 
So does its late arrival. 
When winter leaves, so 
do the juncos. Perhaps 
they melt.

The poet Rilke be-
lieved that human be-

ings are put on earth to 
experience the beauty of 
ordinary things. A junco 
is ordinary enough to be 
extraordinary.

©Al Batt 2020

Naturally.
By Al Batt
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ROSTER - CEYLON FIRE - Dale Leiding – 42 years, Roger Manwarren – 40 
years, Eric Muller – 31 years, Larry Kling – 31 years, Rod Jahnke – 21 years, 
Ellen Kling – 19 years, Travis Leiding – 17 years, Mike Lopau – 19 years, 
John Gibeau – 11 years, Jordan Meyer – 7 years, Jim Plumhoff – 27 years, 
Mike Laue – 6 years, Chuck Marlin – 6 years, Tom Plumhoff –  2 6 
years, Matt Berhow – 4 years, Hunter Jahnke – 3 years, Carl Meier – 
3 Years, Brandon Splinter – 1 year. (Submitted photo)

CEYLON FIRE DEPARTMENT

ROSTER - ALPHA EMS - (Front, from left): Justin Warmka, Logan 
Berkness, Curt Endreson, Tracy Mitchell and Steve Church. Back: CJ 
Cain, John Weseman, Dave Doppenberg, John Ingebrigtson, Adam Weets  
and Gary Beseke. Missing: Tim Cain, Lois Cain, Travis Cain and Raven 
Cain. (Submitted photo)

ALPHA EMERGENCY MEDICAL SERVICE

DUNNELL-LAKE FREMONT FIRE DEPARTMENT

ROSTER - Alan Helmers-39 years; Dan Nelson-36 years; Terry Helmers-35 
years; Robert Sathoff-30 years; Krissy Heifner-13 years; Jim Fitzgerald-12 
years; Charles Brantner-12 years; Taylor Forsberg-11 years; Sami Jo Helm-
ers Nelson-10 years; Tony Nelson-9 years; Kurt Nelson-7 years; Ryan Goette-6 
years; Beth Heifner-4 years; Tyler Zebedee-4 years, Nic Danielson- 1 year.

DeWar
Electric, Inc.

907 S. State • Fairmont • 238-4323

119 Downtown Plaza
Fairmont, MN 56031

235-5026

Safety Solutions, Inc.
Dale Ruschy • 507-235-8448
www.alarmswork.com/safetysolutions

SALUTING AREA FIRE DEPARTMENT PERSONNEL & Embroidery

FAIRMONT MUNICIPAL
LIQUOR STORE

1755 Center Creek Drive
Fairmont, MN • 238-2269

1255 Hwy. 15 S | Fairmont | MN, 507-238-2333
Tues.-Fri. 8-6; Open Mondays ‘til 7; Sat. 9-4

www.dansappliance.com • email: sales@dansappliance.com

TOLL FREE: 1-888-635-2275

To see our total new and used inventory complete with 
pictures and descriptions: www.elizabethchev.com

724 E. Blue Earth Ave. ~ Fairmont, MN
(507) 235-6677

• Residential
• Industrial
• Commercial
• Farm

507-238-8300
usbank.com

800-USABANKS
Member FDIC

Fairmont Office 103 N. Park St., Fairmont, MN
Since 1863

NATIONAL BANK

114 South Park Street | Fairmont | 507-235-5556

www.ffmbank.com
NATIONAL BANK

114 South Park Street | Fairmont | 507-235-5556

www.ffmbank.com

NATIONAL BANK

114 South Park Street | Fairmont | 507-235-5556

www.ffmbank.com

(507) 773-4241 • 1-800-944-0083
(formerly Crop Production Services)

East Chain,
Minnesota

507-235-6230   •   Hours: Mon-Fri 8 a.m. - 5 p.m.
dustin@wiedwelding.com

• New Steel Sales
• Welding Repair Service

• Custom Design & 
Fabrication

1007 E. 10th St. Ste 100 ~ Fairmont
507-235-5666

132 Sailor St. ~ Blue Earth
507-526-5666

1001 Hwy 15 South - Fairmont - 507.749.1100
FIRE EXTINGUISHERS - ALARMS - BATTERIES

1950 Center Creek Drive Suite 100 Fairmont, MN 56031
(507) 238-4968 • dulcimermedicalcenter.org

1115 E. 1st St. - Fairmont, MN
507-238-6300

Linda Thate Eisenmenger, CPA
Tax & Accounting 121 West Blue Earth Avenue

Fairmont, MN 56031
Phone: 507.235.3142

Fax: 507.238.4170
Email: linda@LTEcpa.comLTE• fairmontphotopress.com | P> 507.238.9456

Cooking Safety ChecklistThe Family’s

For more tips, visit firepreventionweek.org and sparky.org
Sparky® is a trademark of NFPA. ©2020 National Fire Protection Association®

FIRE
PREVENTION
WEEK™

Parents and Caregivers,
Cooking is the No. 1 cause of home fires and home 
fire injuries. This year’s  Fire Prevention Week™ (FPW) 
campaign, “Serve Up Fire Safety in the Kitchen!™”, 
works to educate everyone about simple but
important actions they can take to keep
themselves and those around them safe.  

FPW is a perfect time to complete this
cooking safety checklist together. If you
checked YES on all the boxes, great job!
If some boxes are checked NO,
work together as a family
to turn them into a YES. 

Does a grown-up always pay attention to things that are cooking?

Does a grown-up watch the stovetop when he or she is frying, boiling, grilling, or broiling food? 

If a grown-up must leave the kitchen for even a short period of time, does he or she turns o� the burner?

Are things that can burn, such as dish towels, curtains, or paper, away from the stovetop?

Are the stovetop, burners, and oven clean — no spilled food, grease, paper or bags?

Are pot handles turned toward the back of the stove when a grown-up is cooking?

Do children and pets stay out of the kid-free zone (3 feet or 1 meter from the stove) when a grown-up is cooking?

Are containers opened slowly when removing from the microwave? Hot steam can escape from containers
and cause burns.

Does your family have working smoke alarms on every level of the home, outside all sleeping areas,
and in each bedroom?

Does your family have a home fire escape plan?

Do you practice the plan?

YES NO

YES NO

YES NO

YES NO

YES NO

YES NO

YES NO

YES NO

YES NO

YES NO

YES NO

™

Since 1922, the NFPA 
has sponsored the public 
observance of Fire Pre-
vention Week. In 1925, 
President Calvin Coolidge 
proclaimed Fire Preven-
tion Week a national ob-
servance, making it the 
longest-running public 
health observance in our 
country. During Fire Pre-

vention Week, children, 
adults, and teachers learn 
how to stay safe in case of 
a fire. Firefighters provide 
lifesaving public educa-
tion in an effort to drasti-
cally decrease casualties 
caused by fires.

Fire Prevention Week is 
observed each year dur-

ing the week of October 
9th in commemoration 
of the Great Chicago Fire, 
which began on October 
8, 1871, and caused devas-
tating damage. This hor-
rific conflagration killed 
more than 250 people, 
left 100,000 homeless, de-
stroyed more than 17,400 
structures, and burned 
more than 2,000 acres of 
land.

About Fire Prevention Week
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ROSTER - Front Row: Roger Carlson, 45 years, Mark Drever, 7 years, Phil 
Armstrong (retired), Jimmy Aust, 44 years, Bryan Kastning (Assistant Chief), 
14 years, Luke Cyphers, 18 years, Bob Atzenhoefer(retired), David Paradis, 
5 years, Mike Martinson, 10 yrs, Dan Nawrocki, 15 years, Collin Bewely, 5 
years. Second Row: Lynn Johnson (retired), Brandon Scott (Chief) 18 years, 
Reed Wokasch, 7 years, Darin Moore(retired), Cory Wickert(retired), Shawn 
Weiderhoeft, 6 years, Colby Whitmore(Captain) 5 years, Jon Davis(retired), 
Jeff Miller 13 years, Cade Hartwig, 9 years, Steve Geiger, 10 years, Sam Cress, 
5 years. Back Row: Doug Borchardt (retired), Paul Hargan, 13 years, Matt St-
reit, 6 years, Tim Miller (1st Lt) 10 years, Tom Hilpipre, 12 years, Chris Toom-
er, 12 years, James Freeman, 25 years, Josh Horst, 5 years, Rob Iverson (2nd 
Lt) 5 years, James Kasel (retired), Ross Campbell, 6 years. Not Pictured: Dan 
Stensland, 2 years, Scott Mosloski, 2 years, Tyler Osborn, 1 year, Andy Soder-
sten, Bill Brooks. (Submitted photo)

FAIRMONT FIRE DEPARTMENT

GRANADA FIRE DEPARTMENT

ROSTER-(front row - L to R): Eric Colby, JD Graczkowski, Matt Brown, Michael 
Hinz, Dan Denton, Tyler Meixell. (back row, L to R): Brooke Colby, Adam 
Steuer, Josh Thate. Not pictured: Caleb Graczkowski, Ben Davison, Kyle Ten-
ny, Ben Tonne, Ben Austin. (Submitted photo)

24 HR. TOWING

235-5800
Fairmont Fire Systems

209 Downtown Plaza
Fairmont, MN 56031

(507) 235-9860

ELECTRICAL CONTRACTOR IN BUSINESS SINCE 1949

• INDUSTRIAL
• COMMERCIAL

• FARM
• FIBER DATA 

INSTALLATION
• SOLAR SALES 

& INSTALLATION
(507) 235-6334

909 Winnebago Ave. Fairmont, MN 

500 SOUTH STATE STREET • FAIRMONT
MON-SAT 7:00 A.M. - 9 P.M. CLOSED SUNDAY | FAREWAY.COM 

1140 Torgerson Drive
Fairmont, MN | 507.238.4496

www.CaversRealty.com

Cavers RealtyCavers Realty

104 Dugan St N | Welcome, MN
507.728.8767 | 800.218.6221 welcomtv@frontiernet.net

507-728-8865

Box 415
Welcome, MN

56181

Travis
Schuett

welcomeoil@outlook.com

Kramer Family 
Funeral Homes

• Trimont 
•  Welcome 
• Sherburn

507-238-2008 ~ 800-336-6037
www.petersonanthony.com

Fairmont
and

Trimont

106  North Fifth Ave. E  Truman, MN 
507-800-1500

709 North State St.  Fairmont, MN
507-235-6611

171 Industrial Parkway  Jackson, MN
507-800-1600

or call Toll Free at 855-210-9001 
Email: sales@boekett.com

 Fairmont Ford
Service Specials

 D10155

 www.fairmontford.com
 507-235-6681 • 800-726-6912
 700 E. Blue Earth Ave.
 Fairmont, MN 56031

 Service Hours: 
 Mon.-Fri., 7:30 am- 5 pm

 Sat., 8 am-Noon

 • Synthetic Blend Oil Change
 • Tire Rotation and Pressure Check
 • Brake Inspection
 • Multi-Point Inspection
 *Up to five quarters of Motorcraft® oil and oil filter. Taxes, diesel vehicles 
 and disposal fees extra. Hybrid battery test excluded. Offer valid with 
 coupon.  Expires: 10-31-16

 *Subject to credit approval. Rebate valid on qualifying purchase before 
 tax; not valid on prior purchases. Complete purchase must be made on 
 the Ford Service Credit Card.  10-31-16 by mail-in rebate form or online at 
 fordowner.com   Limit one $50 rebate per visit. Rebate by prepaid debit 
 card. Cannot be combined with other Ford Service Credit Card offers. 
 Expires: 10-31-16

 $ 50 REBATE
 GET A

 WHEN YOU USE YOUR FORD SERVICE CREDIT CARD
 TO MAKE A QUALIFYING PURCHASE 
 OF $250 OR MORE BEFORE TAX*

 FAIRMONT
 FOR D

 “Your friendly Ford dealer since 1909”

 FAIRMONT
 FOR D

 Come In For A Free Battery Test

 • Fluid Top-off
 • Battery Test
 • Filter Check
 • Belt and Hoses Check

 BY MAIL

 THE   WORKS GET

 FOR  $ 39.99
 TM

507-235-6681
800-726-6912

www.fairmontford.com
700 E. Blue Earth Avenue
Fairmont, MN 56031

Service Hours:
Mon.-Fri. 7:30 am-5 pm

Sa., 8 am-Noon

Truman, MN LIC NO.
BC007029

230 West Ciro St., PO Box 370, Truman, MN
(507) 776-5201 • Toll Free: (800) 658-2501

ROSTER - Front row: Richard  Schaefer, Dave Zinc, Jennifer Coult, Wes Jahnz 
(Assistant Chief) and Kerry Dittbenner. Back row: Ryan Grunig, Dylan Kal-
lemeyn, Jim Poppe (Chief), Alissa Voyles and Jason Smith. Not pictured: Mike 
Pfeil, Dan Smith, Anthony Smith Jordan Engeman, Calvin Barfknecht and Jim 
Pultz. (Photo Courtesy of  The Madelia Times Messenger)

LEWISVILLE FIRE DEPARTMENT

Blue Earth 
• 

Winnebago 
• 

Delavan
• 

Easton
• 

Huntley
• 

Granada
• 

Amboy 
• 

Vernon Center
• 

Elmore 
•

Frost 
• 

Bricelyn 
• 

Wells 
• 

Kiester 
• 

Minnesota Lake
• 

Buffalo Center 
• 

Lakota 
• 

Ledyard

THATE’S TREE SERVICE
Over 40 Years of Business

John Thate – Owner

800-225-8733
www.thatetree.com  •  Fully Insured

Joe Thate
MN-4410A

THATE’S TREE SERVICE
Complete professional tree care for –

Commercial, Residential and Agricultural Properties
• 24 -hour emergency service • Pruning and removal • Climbing crew
• Lot and land clearing • Stump removal • Aerial truck

800-225-8733CALL NOW

Our ISA Certified Arborists and complete line of equipment can service all your tree needs.

FREE Estimates! Serving southern Minnesota and northern Iowa since 1977!
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Whether you're talking 
to the media, a commu-
nity group, or residents, 
these talking points will 
help you stay on message 
with your remarks. Use 
these safety messages as 
they are, or as a starting 
point for a larger discus-
sion.

Cooking
•    Cooking is the lead-

ing cause of home fires 
and home fire injuries. 
Thanksgiving is the lead-
ing day for fires involving 
cooking equipment.

•    The leading cause of 
fires in the kitchen is un-
attended cooking.

•    Stay in the kitchen 
when you are frying, boil-
ing, grilling, or broiling 
food.

•    If you are simmer-
ing, baking, or roasting 
food, check it regularly 
and stay in the home.

•    Always keep a lid 
nearby when cooking. If 
a small grease fire starts, 
slide the lid over the pan 
and turn off the burner. 
Leave the pan covered 
until it’s cool.

•    Keep anything that 
can catch fire away from 
your stovetop.

•    Loose clothing can 
hang down onto stove 
burners and catch fire. 
Wear short, close-fitting, 
or tightly rolled sleeves 
when cooking.

•    Have a “kid-free 
zone” of at least 3 feet (1 
metre) around the stove 
and areas where hot food 
or drink is prepared or 
carried.

Smoke Alarms
•    Smoke alarms detect 

and alert people to a fire 
in the early stages. Smoke 
alarms can mean the dif-
ference between life and 
death in a fire.

•    Working smoke 
alarms cut the risk of dy-
ing in a home fire in half.

•    Install smoke alarms 
in every sleeping room, 
outside each separate 
sleeping area, and on ev-
ery level of the home, in-
cluding the basement.

•    Test smoke alarms at 
least once a month using 
the test button.

•    Make sure everyone 
in the home understands 
the sound of the smoke 
alarm and knows how to 
respond."

"Home Fire Escape 
Planning and Practice

Home fire escape plan-
ning should include the 
following:

•    Drawing a map of 
each level of the home, 
showing all doors and 
windows

•    Going to each room 
and pointing to the two 
ways out

•    Making sure some-

one will help children, 
older adults, and people 
with disabilities wake up 
and get out

•    Teaching children 
how to escape on their 
own in case you cannot 
help them

•    Establishing a meet-
ing place outside and 
away from the home 
where everyone can meet 
after exiting

•    Having properly in-
stalled and maintained 
smoke alarms

•    Pushing the smoke 
alarm button to start the 
drill

•    Practicing what to do 
in case there is smoke: Get 
low and go. Get out fast.

•    Practicing using dif-
ferent ways out and clos-
ing doors behind you as 
you leave

•    Never going back for 
people, pets, or things

•    Going to your out-
door meeting place

•    Calling 9-1-1 or the 
local emergency number 
from a cell phone or a 
neighbor’s phone"

"Heating
•    Heating equip-

ment is one of the leading 
causes of home fires dur-
ing the winter months.

•    Space heaters are the 
type of equipment most 
often involved in home 
heating equipment fires.

•    All heaters need 
space. Keep anything that 
can burn at least 3 feet (1 
meter) away from heating 
equipment.

•    Have a 3-foot 
(1-metre) “kid-free zone” 
around open fires and 
space heaters.

•    Purchase and use 
only portable space heat-
ers listed by a qualified 
testing laboratory.

•    Have a qualified pro-
fessional install heating 
equipment.

Talking Points Talking Point Tactics •    Maintain heating 
equipment and chimneys 
by having them cleaned 

and inspected by a quali-
fied professional at least 
once a year."
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ORMSBY FIRE DEPARTMENT

NORTHROP FIRE DEPARTMENT

ROSTER - Steve Blaufuss, John Clymer, Kolton Thiesse, Rick Weber, Bart John-
son, Jason Junker, Mark Bulfer. Not pictured: Greg Sokoloski, Russel Sonna-
bend, Kyle Steuber, Earnie Minton. (Submitted photo)

ROSTER - Back Row: Neil Wenner, Bryan Winkleman, (New Recruit) Jared 
Bergeman, Tory Flohrs,  Eric Wenner, (New Recruit) Seth Firchau, Chief Ty-
ler Connell, Edward Connell. Front Row: Asst. Chief Craig Flohrs, Treasurer 
Mona Kueker, Secretary Kristi Connell, Beau Melheim,  Asst. Chief Andy 
Swanson. (Submitted photo)

DeWar
Electric, Inc.

907 S. State • Fairmont • 238-4323

119 Downtown Plaza
Fairmont, MN 56031

235-5026

Safety Solutions, Inc.
Dale Ruschy • 507-235-8448
www.alarmswork.com/safetysolutions

SALUTING AREA FIRE DEPARTMENT PERSONNEL & Embroidery

FAIRMONT MUNICIPAL
LIQUOR STORE

1755 Center Creek Drive
Fairmont, MN • 238-2269

1255 Hwy. 15 S | Fairmont | MN, 507-238-2333
Tues.-Fri. 8-6; Open Mondays ‘til 7; Sat. 9-4

www.dansappliance.com • email: sales@dansappliance.com

TOLL FREE: 1-888-635-2275

To see our total new and used inventory complete with 
pictures and descriptions: www.elizabethchev.com

724 E. Blue Earth Ave. ~ Fairmont, MN
(507) 235-6677

• Residential
• Industrial
• Commercial
• Farm

507-238-8300
usbank.com

800-USABANKS
Member FDIC

Fairmont Office 103 N. Park St., Fairmont, MN
Since 1863

NATIONAL BANK

114 South Park Street | Fairmont | 507-235-5556

www.ffmbank.com
NATIONAL BANK

114 South Park Street | Fairmont | 507-235-5556

www.ffmbank.com

NATIONAL BANK

114 South Park Street | Fairmont | 507-235-5556

www.ffmbank.com

(507) 773-4241 • 1-800-944-0083
(formerly Crop Production Services)

East Chain,
Minnesota

507-235-6230   •   Hours: Mon-Fri 8 a.m. - 5 p.m.
dustin@wiedwelding.com

• New Steel Sales
• Welding Repair Service

• Custom Design & 
Fabrication

1007 E. 10th St. Ste 100 ~ Fairmont
507-235-5666

132 Sailor St. ~ Blue Earth
507-526-5666

SHERBURN FIRE DEPARTMENT

ROSTER - Front row left to right: Paul Schoen, Tyler Sinn, Mike Hacker, Tri-
cia Brevig, Kelly Brevig, Tom Finke, Troy Ringnell, Ali Sinn. Back row left to 
right: Kyle Engstrom, Brandon Clarke, Brad Ringnell, Travis Winter, Amy 
Winter, Brad Tadlock, Doug Hartke, Sam Meixell, Mike Lyon, Barry Kneeland, 
Mike Ringnell, Jim Lutz, Tom Gregory, Andrew Ringnell, Valdin Omvig. (Photo 
courtesy of Lori Peters of Martin County Star)

Name ____________________________________________

STAY AWAY
FROM HOT
THINGS!

STAY AWAY
FROM HOT
THINGS!

Serve up
Fire Safety

in the
Kitchen™

Visit www.Sparky.org • www.firepreventionweek.org
Sparky® is a trademark of NFPA. © 2020 National Fire Protection Association

™

This year’s Fire 
Prevention Week 
campaign, “Not every 
hero wears a cape. Plan 
and practice your escape.” 
recognizes the everyday 
people who motivate 
their households to 
develop and practice a 
home fire escape plan; 
these seemingly basic 
behaviors can have life-
saving impact.

“This year’s campaign 
works to celebrate 

people of all ages who 
learn about home fire 
escape planning and 
practice, bring that 
information home, and 
spur their families to 
action,” said Lorraine 
Carli, vice president of 
Outreach and Advocacy 
at NFPA. “From young 
students who learn about 
the campaign at school 
to parents who attend a 
community event like a 
fire station open house 
- all of them truly are 
heroes because they’re 
taking steps to make their 
households much, much 

“Plan and 
practice”

safer from fire.”
A home escape plan 

includes working smoke 
alarms on every level 
of the home, in every 
bedroom, and near all 
sleeping areas. It also 
includes two ways out 
of every room, usually 
a door and a window, 
with a clear path to an 
outside meeting place 
(like a tree, light pole or 
mailbox) that’s a safe 
distance from the home. 

Home escape plans 
should be practiced twice 
a year by all members of 
the household.
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 UHD Blue Earth Clinic 
 507-526-7388

 UHD Fairmont Clinic
 507-238-1287

 www.uhd.org 

 We are pleased to announce the 
 expansion of our Orthopedics 
 department with the arrival of Tim, a 
 certified physician assistant. Tim is a 
 longtime local resident and a familiar 
 face to many. He brings nearly 20 years’ 
 experience treating:

     •   Sports injuries
     •   Back/Neck/Knees/Hips/Shoulders 
     •   Therapeutic injections

 UHD’s Department of Orthopedics 
 routinely performs joint replacements for 
 hips, shoulders and knees. UHD also 
 specializes in minimally invasive 
 procedures with small incisions, which 
 decrease post-surgical pain, minimize 
 the risk of infection and frequently allow 
 patients to go home the same day. 

 To schedule an appointment
 with Tim Soelter, please call:

 United Hospital District Welcomes   Tim Soelter, PA-C
 Department of Orthopedics NICK’S BODY SHOP

Brad - Brian
Jared - Cade

Hwy. 15 South, Truman, MN • (507) 776-8448

Complete Body Work • Expert
Refinishing • Glass Replacement

914 North State St.
Fairmont, MN

507-238-1393

330 South
Central Avenue

Truman, MN

507.776.5221
102 East Ciro Street, Truman, MN, 776-4375

FUNERAL & CREMATION SERVICE

515 So. Moore St. Blue Earth, MN
(507) 526-3273

1010 E. 4th St.
Fairmont, MN
507.238.4796NorthlaNd realty

century21northlandrealty.com

www.uhd.org

220 Main St W, 
Trimont, MN

(507) 639-9921

100 W Wenberg St
Dunnell, MN

(507) 695-2724

221 E 1st St, Fairmont, MN
(507) 238-1287

UHD Hospital

UHD Fairmont Clinic

Member FDICBLUE EARTH | WELLS | WINNEBAGO

888-446-2973
507-236-4811
Karen@EXITSisGreat.com

400 South State Street
Fairmont, MN 56031

888-446-2973
507-848-8102

Kim@EXITSisGreat.com

Karen
Mussmann

Kim
Kreiss

info@federatedrea.coop
www.federatedrea.coop Your Touchstone Energy® Partner

507-847-3520 or 1-800-321-3520

1-888-264-6380
a susidiary of

TRIMONT FIRE DEPARTMENT

ROSTER - Keven Hilgendorf-37 years, Nathan Vrieze-8 years, Steve Schulte-re-
tired, Kyle Forstrom-5 years, David Dale-4 years, Troy Schmidtke-18 years, Jo-
seph Richter- retired, Jamie Nelson-23 years, Lacey Schmidtke-9 years, Nicholas 
Swanson-11 years, Robin White-26 years, Scott Borntrager-35 years, Abigail Sw-
enson-3 years, Robert Bloomgren-retired, Kristian Melson-2 years, Shane Born-
trager-8 years, Benjamin Brolsma-2 years. Not Pictured: Jeff Sinn-28 years, Ryan 
Kuehl-25 years, Michael Ebeling-20 years, Michael Paulson-18  years, Jeremy 
Glidden-18 years, Cory Olson-5 years, Jacob Sinn-2 years, Dustin Drager-2 years, 
Tyler Sinn- 1 year, Nicholas Miller- 1 year, Nic Mahle- 1 year. (Submitted photo)

TRUMAN FIRE DEPARTMENT

ROSTER - Fire Chief Dave Bentz, 1st Assistant Chief Ron Kelly, 2nd Assistant 
Chief Josh Kitzerow, Captain Jake Ebert, Captain Chad Truax, Captain Bran-
don Moslowski, Captain Sam Mendenhall, Captain Jason Nickerson, Darin 
Pesta, Grant Hartman, Derek Landon, Tim Cook, Ryan Shell, Mike Heckman, 
Daniel Grunig, Nathan Rolling, Neal Meyer, Curtis Hodge, Matthew Lange, 
Cody Wiens, Kaleena Wiens, Josh Tonkin, Heather Tonkin, Bryan Andrews, 
Logan Werner, Mike Keech, James Hodge, EMS - Jessy Clow, Mona Weihe, 
Lisa Kitzerow, Brandi Stohs, Esther Watt, Kristen Lange, Barb Kubly, Jillien 
Cornell, Jodi Fadness. (Submitted Photo)

ROSTER - Chris Borchardt (Chief); Mike Kleinschmidt (2nd Assistant Chief); 
Jay Mulso (1st Assistant Chief); Dave Finsted; Darin Cook; Paul Jagodzinske; 
Rod Nelson; Briab Sandberg (retired); Cory Anderson; Trevor Eisenmenger; 
Aason Fullerton; Jordan Bargers; Doug Gerhardt (retired); Paul Hein; John 
Hilgendorf; Luke Miller; Jon Saxon; Larry Schweiss, (Captain); Doug Storbeck; 
Zac Hansen; Will Thayer; Jared Anderson; Brian Rosburg; Colten Mamenga. 
Not pictured: Travis Schuett (Captain). (Submitted photo)

WELCOME FIRE DEPARTMENT

October has been des-
ignated as National Fire 
Prevention Month -- a 
time when public ser-
vice departments across 
America join forces to 
spread the word about 
fire safety.

Each year, the cam-
paign focuses on a differ-
ent aspect of safety, from 
preventing forest fires to 
planning an escape route 
during a blaze. While the 
campaign lasts the entire 
month, most police and 
fire departments desig-
nate the second week of 
October as Fire Preven-
tion Week, during which 
demonstrations and ex-
pos are held in different 
U.S. cities.

Sponsored by the Na-
tional Fire Protection 
Association (NFPA), Fire 
Prevention Month has 
roots that date back to 
The Great Chicago Fire 
of 1871 that killed more 
than 250 people and 
left more than 100,000 
homeless. The fire, which 
was reportedly started in 
a barn, also burned more 
than 2,000 acres and 
destroyed about 17,400 
structures. The three-
day fire, which started 
October 8, did most of 
its damage on October 
9, 1871, which is why 
Fire Prevention Week is 
always held around that 
date. The first National 

Fire Prevention Day was 
declared by President 
Woodrow Wilson in 
1922, and the week-long 
observance is the longest 
running public safety 
and health campaign on 
record.

In 2000, the NFPA ex-
tended Fire Prevention 
Week to include the en-
tire month of October, 
and entities such as pub-
lic libraries, schools and 
utility companies joined 
in to spread the word not 
only about fire safety and 
prevention, but overall 
personal safety.

Fire Prevention 
Themes

Each year, a nation-
wide theme is chosen 
and localities gear their 
campaigns toward it. 
Some of them include:

•“Practice Your Es-
cape Plan” (2007)

•“Home Cooking 
Fires: Watch What You 
Heat!”

October has been des-
ignated as National Fire 
Prevention Month -- a 
time when public ser-
vice departments across 
America join forces to 
spread the word about 
fire safety.

Each year, the cam-
paign focuses on a differ-
ent aspect of safety, from 
preventing forest fires to 
planning an escape route 
during a blaze. While the 

campaign lasts the entire 
month, most police and 
fire departments desig-
nate the second week of 
October as Fire Preven-
tion Week, during which 
demonstrations and ex-
pos are held in different 
U.S. cities.

Sponsored by the Na-
tional Fire Protection 
Association (NFPA), Fire 
Prevention Month has 
roots that date back to 
The Great Chicago Fire 
of 1871 that killed more 
than 250 people and 
left more than 100,000 
homeless. The fire, which 
was reportedly started in 
a barn, also burned more 
than 2,000 acres and 
destroyed about 17,400 
structures. The three-
day fire, which started 
October 8, did most of 
its damage on October 
9, 1871, which is why 
Fire Prevention Week is 
always held around that 
date. The first National 
Fire Prevention Day was 
declared by President 
Woodrow Wilson in 
1922, and the week-long 
observance is the longest 
running public safety 
and health campaign on 
record.

In 2000, the NFPA ex-
tended Fire Prevention 
Week to include the en-
tire month of October, 
and entities such as pub-
lic libraries, schools and 

Observing Fire Prevention Week utility companies joined 
in to spread the word not 
only about fire safety and 
prevention, but overall 
personal safety.

Fire Prevention 
Themes

Each year, a nation-
wide theme is chosen and 
localities gear their cam-
paigns toward it. Some of 
them include:

•“Practice Your Escape 
Plan” (2007)

•“Home Cooking Fires: 
Watch What You Heat!” 
(2006)

•“Use Candles with 
Care - When You Go Out 
Blow Out!” (2005)

•“Test Your Smoke 
Alarms” (2004)

•“When Fire Strikes, 

Get Out!” (2003)
•“Team Up For Fire 

Safety” (2002)
•“Cover the Bases and 

Strike Out Fire” (2001)

Pregnant?
You have options.

Get the facts before you make your decision. 

To get help now, call 507-238-2330

www.FairmontPregnancyOptions.com
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Trusted Service.
Cooperative Value.

Agronomy    Energy    Feed    Grain

cfscoop.com

John Korsmo, Agent
403 S. State Street • Fairmont, MN

(507) 235-3397

1533 Albion Ave. • Fairmont, MN • 238-2711

TRIUMPH STATE BANK
Trimont, MN

639-2981
Butterfield, MN

956-2801
Darfur, MN
877-5501

507-238-4304

51
Downtown

Plaza 

(old Post Office building) Fairmont 
www.stevenepiercecpa.com

Member FDIC

Martin County
Sheriff’s Office

(507) 238-4481

Fairmont Family Dentistry, P.A.
Jon Erickson, DDS & Kurt Erickson, DDS

1950 Center Creek Drive, Suite 200, Fairmont, MN
507-238-2812 • www.fairmontfamdent.com

Hours: Mon-Wed: 8 am -5 pm; Thurs: 1 pm-8 pm, Fri: 8 am-Noon

205 Albion Ave • Fairmont, MN (507) 238-2215
and Crematory

LEGENDS 2 Pub & Grill
CEYLON, MN • 507-632-4696
Good food, good friends, good times!

Installation • Repair

815 E. BLUE EARTH AVE. • FAIRMONT, MN

238-9741
 800-551-2186

Fax: 507-235-3014 • Steve Petrowiak, owner

112 N. State St. • Fairmont 235-5551
burtischiropractic.com

807 South State Street, Fairmont
507-235-5533 

P.O. #28739

Armstrong Fire Department
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Greg Buum
38 Yr. Service

Mike Cummins
Captain

13 Yr. Service

Todd Eisenbacher
24 Yr. Service

Joel Grabinoski
22 Yr. Service

Dave Guerdet
6 Yr. Service

Adrian Hagebock
Sec/Treas

20 Yr. Service

Dean Irmiter
13 Yr. Service

Don Larsen
Lieutenant

15 Yr. Service

Guadalupe Diaz
New to the department

Swea City Fire Department

Rod Wehr
5 Yr. Service

Captain/Training Officer

Randy Perdue
42 Yr. Service

Reserve

Jim Johnson
25 Yr. Service

Mitch Zielske
10 Yr. Service

Stan Ellman
25 Yr. Service

Lieutenant

Keith Hoye
2 Yr. Service

Cal Wolterman
8 Yr. Service

John Crookshank
10 Yr. Service

Fire Chief

Larry Schmiking
25 Yr. Service

Randy Draper
30 Yr. Service

Mark Geerdes
30 Yr. Service

Chris Hardt
2 Yr. Service

Jordan Blaskley
2 Yr. Service

Chris Stevens
7 Yr. Service

NO PHOTO 
AVAILABLE

Matt Looft
7 Yr. Service
Lieutenant

Jarod Larson
New to the department

We salute all the brave people, 
who always come to our rescue, 

all over the area!

Armstrong 712-868-3150 • Bancroft 515-885-2642
Buffalo Center 515-562-2404 • So. Burt 515-924-3241

North Burt 515-924-3266 • Fenton 515-889-2251
Halfa 712-866-2671 • Lakota 515-886-2461 • Ledyard 515-646-2135

Maple Hill 712-362-3545 • Lone Rock 515-925-3590
Ringsted 712-866-0581 • Swea City 515-272-4406

North Burt Agronomy Center 515-924-3859 
Cylinder 712-424-3335 • Emmetsburg 712-852-4920 

MAIN OFFICE 
P.O. BOX 67 • Burt, IA 50522 

Phone: (515)-924-3555 • Fax: (515)-924-3560

Wilson Insurance Services, LLC
502 4th Avenue S. • Armstrong, IA 50514 

Armstrong, IA • 712-868-4450
Kevin’s Cell 712-260-1705 
Ron’s Cell 712-260-0034

Wilson Insurance Services, LLC
“Family Owned, Professionally Managed”

Armstrong, IA • 712-868-4450
Ron’s Cell 712-260-0034

Kevin’s Cell 712-260-1705
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We offer Auto, 
Home, Farm, Crop and 
Commercial  Insurance.

Stop in or Call for a 
Consultation and Quote.

Great Lakes
Insurance Agency

Armstrong, IA
712-864-3580 Office
712-864-3105 Fax
jb_niia.hotmail.com

Lake Park, IA
712-832-3626 Office
712-832-3656 Fax
712-330-1722 Cell

MEMBER OF GREAT LAKES AGENCY, INC.
Lake Park, Armstrong, Estherville, 

Spirit Lake, Sioux Falls, SD

Carol Slifka
owner

Laura Schuelke
Armstrong, IA 

The Hair Hut

GKN Armstrong Wheels, Inc.
5453 6th Ave., Armstrong, Iowa

USA
712-864-3202

 GKN Wheels & Structures

Henry-Olson
Funeral Homes 
& Crematory

www.henryolsonfuneral.com
 Armstrong • Swea City

 • Fenton

Jack’s Lumber
712-864-3390

Jack Rosenberg 
Electric

712-864-3106
Armstrong, IA

jackelec@iowatelecom.net

AND DETAIL CENTER
Estherville, Ia 51334 

712-362-3950
Computerized Estimates • Certified Technicians 

Complete Car Care

Spring Creek Independent 
& Assisted Living

Valley Vue Care Center

Main Street Manor 
Independent & Assisted 

Living
712-868-4008

Armstrong, Iowa

The Dogs InnArmstrong 
Locker

712-868-3021
John and Ruthanne Ellis

Country Greens
Golf Club
712-868-3048

Armstrong, Iowa

T G
 Industries 

Inc
712-864-3737  

Armstrong, Iowa

Doug Dahl
25 Yr. Service

Home structure fires pose a sig-
nificant, potentially deadly threat. 
According to the National Fire 
Protection Association, U.S. fire 
departments responded to an aver-
age 358,300 home structure fires 
per year between 2010 and 2014. 
Statistics regarding home fires in 
Canada are somewhat elusive, but 
a 2007 report from the Council of 
Canadian Fire Marshals and Fire 
Commissioners indicated home 
structure fires accounted for 73 per-
cent of all fire deaths in the jurisdic-
tions that contributed to that year's 

report.
A host of factors can contribute 

to home fires. Cooking equipment, 
heating equipment and electrical 
distribution and lighting equipment 
can spark home structure fires. In 
such instances, homeowners may 
soon find themselves picking up the 
pieces after their homes, and many 
of their possessions, have burned to 
the ground. The U.S. Fire Adminis-
tration offers the following tips to 
men and women who must recover 
after their homes have fallen victim 
to structure fires.

· Recognize the need to be pa-
tient. When a home is on fire, fire-
fighters may take certain actions to 
ensure the fire is completely extin-
guished. For example, holes might 
be drilled in the walls of homes 
to make sure there are no hidden 
flames. In addition, holes may be 
cut in the roof to let out heat and 
smoke. Such actions can save lives 
and even homes, but the resulting 
cleanup can be time-consuming. 
When returning home for the first 
time after a fire, men and women 
must recognize the need to remain 

patient as they formulate and exe-
cute a plan to clean up their homes.

· Contact a disaster relief service. 
The local branch of a disaster relief 
service like the Salvation Army can 
help victims of home structure fires 
find lodging, food, clothing, and 
medicine. Don't hesitate to reach 
out to such organizations for assis-
tance.

· Do not enter the home until the 
fire department deems it safe to 
do so. Even fires that appear to be 
out can start again. In addition, the 
USFA advises that roofs and floors, 

even those that appear sturdy to the 
naked eye, can still fall down after 
the blaze has been extinguished. 
Avoid entering a home until you 
have been given the go-ahead by 
the local fire department.

· Contact the police and your 
insurance agent. Victims of home 
structure fires whose homes are 
uninhabitable should contact their 
local police departments and their 
insurance agents to inform them 
about the fire and that they will not 

Returning home after a fire

Continued on page 4

ROSTER - Greg Buum 1 Yr. Service, Mike Cummins- Captain- 16 Yr. Service, 
Joe Crouch- 2 Yr. Service, Joel Grabinoski- 25 Yr. Service, Dave Guerdet- 9 Yr. 
Service, Adrian Hagebock- Sec/Treas- 23 Yr. Service, Dean Irmiter- 22 Yr. Ser-
vice, Don Larsen- Lieutenant- 18 Yr. Service, Jarod Larson- 3 Yr. Service, Tom 
Leach- Asst. Chief- 12 Yr. Service, Wes Leach- 9 Yr. Service, Austin Minnmann- 
2 Yr. Service, Rod Naig- 27 Yr. Service,  Chuck Nicoson- 23 Yr. Service, Dallas 
Nutt- 12 Yr. Service, Robb Nutt- 28 Yr. Service, Jesse Pergande- 7 Yr. Service, 
Doug Welbig- Safety Officer- 5 Yr. Service, Jeff Tirevold- Fire Chief- 23 Yr. Ser-
vice,  Bill Wegner- Training Officer- 7 Yr. Service. Not pictured: Bruce Tindall 
- Training Officer- 3 yr. service. (Photos courtesy of The Armstrong Journal)

ARMSTRONG FIRE DEPARTMENT
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Ledyard Fire Department

John CowinBob Hamilton Gus EngelbyDave Streuber Jim Steenhard

Scott Ellsworth Shane BurtMike Dimmick Lee Wibben

NO PHOTO 
AVAILABLE

Don Jorgenson

NO PHOTO 
AVAILABLE

Brad Engelby

NO PHOTO 
AVAILABLE

John Ternes

NO PHOTO 
AVAILABLE

Corey Rasch
22 Yr. Service

EMS Bd. Advisor

Carl Waugh
11 Yr. Service

Jerome Schiltz
13 Yr. Service

Mark Kollasch
28 Yr. Service

Jeremy Ortman
9 Yr. Service

Training Officer

Tony Hatten
7 Yr. Service

Safety Officer

Lee Vaske
New to the department

Bancroft Fire Department

Gasoline
Diesel Fuel 

Propane 
Package & Bulk Oil 
Convenience Stores

 Card-trols
Call Toll Free 1-800-244-6101 or contact your local salesman
Providing All Your Energy Needs Since 1930

We salute the brave fi refi ghters 
in our community and across 
the country for their tireless 
dedication to keeping us safe. 
Help protect our loyal fi refi ghters 
and your family by learning more 
about fi re prevention during Fire 
Prevention Week, October 8-14. 

We salute the brave fi refi ghters 

THANKS, FIREFIGHTERS

515-885-2341
Bancroft, IA

Member FDIC

FARMERS & TRADERS 
SAVINGS  BANK

Frames 4 U
•  CUSTOM FRAMING  •

office etc
Phil Jaren

515-885-2692
Bancroft, iowa

Frames 4 U

Ditsworth 
Auto Sales

515-885-2506 • Bancroft, IA

Roger Ditsworth

Deitering
 Bros.

515-885-2314  • Bancroft, IA

Dale and Jerome Schiltz
515-885-2421 • Bancroft, Iowa

515-885-2723  Bancroft
515-295-9426  Algona

Bancroft, Iowa  •  515-885-2213

Brian’s Feed 
Service

Brian & Dee Lium
515-885-2680
Bancroft, Iowa

October is fire safety month, and 
part of fire safety is learning about 
fire extinguishers. While most of us 
have one in our homes, it’s important 
to know how to use it and when to 
replace it. There are some common 
questions about fire extinguishers, 
and Kidde is here to help. 

 
How do I choose a fire 

extinguisher?
Fire Extinguisher Class
Learn About Fire Extinguishers 

with Kidde. The first step is to look 
at the label on a fire extinguisher to 
determine its class. The National 
Fire Protection Association (NFPA) 
and UL created three Classes of 
Fires – A, B, and C. These letters 
are shown on the label of the fire 
extinguisher to indicate that it’s 
been tested and found to be effective 
on those classes of fire.

· Class A: Fires that involve 
common combustibles such as 
wood, paper, cloth, rubber, trash, 
and plastics.

· Class B: Fires that involve 
solvents, oil, gasoline, paints, 
lacquers and other oil-based 
products.

· Class C: Fires that involve 
energized electrical equipment.

 
Fire Extinguisher Rating
The next step is to look at ratings. 

The numbers 1-10 before the letter 
A represents the rating for that A 
capability, the higher the number the 
larger A class fire the unit can handle. 
The numbers 10, 20,40,60,80 before 
the letter B represents the rating 
for the B capability, once again 
the higher the number the larger B 
class fires the unit can handle. The 

letter C does not get a rating as the 
letter only signifies that the unit is 
electrically non-conductive.

 
Types of Fire Extinguishers
There are five different types 

of fire extinguishers, according to 
Kidde:

· Water – Absorbs the heat & 
cools the burning material.

·  Dry Chemical – Smothers 
the fuel (preventing vapors from 
igniting) and interrupts the chemical 
chain reaction.

· CO2 – Removes the oxygen 
from the fire.

·  Halotron – Interrupts the 
chemical chain reaction.

· Wet Chemical – Smothers and 
seals the fuel (preventing vapors 
from igniting) and removes the heat 
by cooling.

 
Do fire extinguishers expire?
Rechargeable fire extinguishers 

– According to National Fire 
Protection Association (NFPA) 
standards, rechargeable fire 
extinguishers must be recharged 
every 10 years. A rechargeable fire 
extinguisher has a metal head, and a 
gauge that reads Charge / Recharge. 
Check your fire extinguishers gauge 
monthly to verify that your fire 
extinguisher is still charged. If the 
extinguisher’s gauge needle is in 
the Recharge area, have your fire 
extinguisher recharged immediately. 
For more information about your 
specific fire extinguisher, refer to 
your user’s manual.

 
Disposable fire extinguishers 

– According to National Fire 
Protection Association (NFPA) 

standards, disposable fire 
extinguishers must be replaced 
every 12 years. A disposable fire 
extinguisher has a plastic head, and 
a gauge that reads Full / Empty. 
Check your fire extinguishers 
gauge monthly to verify that your 
fire extinguisher is still full. If the 
extinguisher’s gauge needle is in 
the EMPTY area, replace your fire 
extinguisher immediately. For more 
information about your specific fire 
extinguisher, refer to your user’s 
manual.

 
How do I use a fire extinguisher?
When putting out a fire, stand 6-8 

feet away from the fire and follow 
the four-step PASS procedure, 
recommended by the NFPA:

·   P – Pull the pin and hold 
the extinguisher with the nozzle 
pointing away from you.

· A – Aim low at the base of the 
fire.

· S – Squeeze the lever slowly 
and evenly to discharge the 
extinguishing agent. When the agent 
firsts hits, the fire may briefly flare 
up. This is to be expected.

· S – Sweep the nozzle from side 
to side, moving carefully toward the 
fire.  Keep the extinguisher aimed at 
the fire.

 
How do I store a fire 

extinguisher?
Kidde fire extinguishers should 

be stored in temperatures ranging 
from -40°F  to 120°F to prevent 
the extinguisher from being 
damaged. Fire extinguishers 
stored below -40°F may result in 
the extinguisher’s valve or hose 
cracking.

How to choose and use a fire extinguisher

As today’s homes burn faster than ever, this year’s Fire Prevention Week 
campaign presents critical home escape planning and practice messages

Knowing that today’s homes burn faster than ever, the National Fire Protection Association (NFPA) announced 
“Every Second Counts: Plan Two Ways Out” as the official theme for this year’s Fire Prevention Week campaign, 
October 8-14, 2017. Experts say you may have as little as two minutes (or even less) to safely escape a typical home 
fire from the time the smoke alarm sounds.

“Modern home furnishings, along with the fact that newer homes tend to be built with more open spaces and 
unprotected lightweight construction, all contribute to an increased rate at which home fires burn,” said Lorraine 
Carli, vice president of Outreach and Advocacy at NFPA. “These factors make home escape planning and practice 
critical.”

Meanwhile, a national survey recently conducted by NFPA shows that Americans continue to have many misper-
ceptions around home escape planning and practice:

Less than half of Americans (48 percent) know that the correct components of a home fire escape plan include 
working smoke alarms, two ways out of each room and an outside meeting place.

Nearly one quarter of Americans (23 percent) do not know that each room in the home should have at least two 
exits.

Close to three in five Americans (57 percent) think that in a typical single-family home fire situation, once the 
smoke alarm sounds, the average person would have more than two minutes to escape safely.

“Home is the place people are at greatest risk of fire, but ironically it’s the place they feel safest from it,” said 
Carli. “That over-confidence may contribute to the public’s continued lack of awareness around home escape plan-
ning and practice.”

“Every Second Counts: Plan Two Ways Out” works to teach people about the true speed at which today’s home 
fires can spread, and the vital importance of home escape planning and practice in the event of one. 

For more information about Fire Prevention Week and this year’s campaign, “Every Second Counts: Plan Two 
Ways Out,” visit firepreventionweek.org.

Smoke alarms
Test Your Alarm for Life!
Your smoke alarm has the power to save your life. Or does it? If you 

haven't tested your smoke alarm lately, it may not be working. And 
that's a risk you can't afford to take. Working smoke alarms give us early 
warning of a fire, providing extra time to escape safely. But they can't do 
their job if we haven't done ours - monthly testing to make sure they're 
working. Test all the smoke alarms in your home. For the life of the 
alarm and for the lives of your loved ones.

When was the last time you tested your smoke alarms?
Last month? Last year? Can't remember? If you're not sure your smoke 

alarms are working, then how can you be sure you'll be protected if a fire 
breaks out? Don't gamble with your life and assume your smoke alarms 
are working. Test each one, every month, so you'll know they'll be ready 
to protect you and your family if there's a fire. Test your alarm for life.

Do you have the time?
Can you afford to spend a few minutes each month to test the smoke 

alarms in your home? Can you afford not to? Going without the protec-
tion of a working smoke alarm is a risk too dangerous to take. In a fire, 
you'll need every second to get out safely, and the early warning from a 
smoke alarm can make the difference between surviving a fire and dying 
in one. Test your smoke alarms today. You can't afford not to.
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We salute the brave fi refi ghters 
in our community and across 
the country for their tireless 
dedication to keeping us safe. 
Help protect our loyal fi refi ghters 
and your family by learning more 
about fi re prevention during Fire 
Prevention Week, October 8-14. 

We salute the brave fi refi ghters 

THANKS, FIREFIGHTERS
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October is fire safety month, and 
part of fire safety is learning about 
fire extinguishers. While most of us 
have one in our homes, it’s important 
to know how to use it and when to 
replace it. There are some common 
questions about fire extinguishers, 
and Kidde is here to help. 

 
How do I choose a fire 

extinguisher?
Fire Extinguisher Class
Learn About Fire Extinguishers 

with Kidde. The first step is to look 
at the label on a fire extinguisher to 
determine its class. The National 
Fire Protection Association (NFPA) 
and UL created three Classes of 
Fires – A, B, and C. These letters 
are shown on the label of the fire 
extinguisher to indicate that it’s 
been tested and found to be effective 
on those classes of fire.

· Class A: Fires that involve 
common combustibles such as 
wood, paper, cloth, rubber, trash, 
and plastics.

· Class B: Fires that involve 
solvents, oil, gasoline, paints, 
lacquers and other oil-based 
products.

· Class C: Fires that involve 
energized electrical equipment.

 
Fire Extinguisher Rating
The next step is to look at ratings. 

The numbers 1-10 before the letter 
A represents the rating for that A 
capability, the higher the number the 
larger A class fire the unit can handle. 
The numbers 10, 20,40,60,80 before 
the letter B represents the rating 
for the B capability, once again 
the higher the number the larger B 
class fires the unit can handle. The 

letter C does not get a rating as the 
letter only signifies that the unit is 
electrically non-conductive.

 
Types of Fire Extinguishers
There are five different types 

of fire extinguishers, according to 
Kidde:

· Water – Absorbs the heat & 
cools the burning material.

·  Dry Chemical – Smothers 
the fuel (preventing vapors from 
igniting) and interrupts the chemical 
chain reaction.

· CO2 – Removes the oxygen 
from the fire.

·  Halotron – Interrupts the 
chemical chain reaction.

· Wet Chemical – Smothers and 
seals the fuel (preventing vapors 
from igniting) and removes the heat 
by cooling.

 
Do fire extinguishers expire?
Rechargeable fire extinguishers 

– According to National Fire 
Protection Association (NFPA) 
standards, rechargeable fire 
extinguishers must be recharged 
every 10 years. A rechargeable fire 
extinguisher has a metal head, and a 
gauge that reads Charge / Recharge. 
Check your fire extinguishers gauge 
monthly to verify that your fire 
extinguisher is still charged. If the 
extinguisher’s gauge needle is in 
the Recharge area, have your fire 
extinguisher recharged immediately. 
For more information about your 
specific fire extinguisher, refer to 
your user’s manual.

 
Disposable fire extinguishers 

– According to National Fire 
Protection Association (NFPA) 

standards, disposable fire 
extinguishers must be replaced 
every 12 years. A disposable fire 
extinguisher has a plastic head, and 
a gauge that reads Full / Empty. 
Check your fire extinguishers 
gauge monthly to verify that your 
fire extinguisher is still full. If the 
extinguisher’s gauge needle is in 
the EMPTY area, replace your fire 
extinguisher immediately. For more 
information about your specific fire 
extinguisher, refer to your user’s 
manual.

 
How do I use a fire extinguisher?
When putting out a fire, stand 6-8 

feet away from the fire and follow 
the four-step PASS procedure, 
recommended by the NFPA:

·   P – Pull the pin and hold 
the extinguisher with the nozzle 
pointing away from you.

· A – Aim low at the base of the 
fire.

· S – Squeeze the lever slowly 
and evenly to discharge the 
extinguishing agent. When the agent 
firsts hits, the fire may briefly flare 
up. This is to be expected.

· S – Sweep the nozzle from side 
to side, moving carefully toward the 
fire.  Keep the extinguisher aimed at 
the fire.

 
How do I store a fire 

extinguisher?
Kidde fire extinguishers should 

be stored in temperatures ranging 
from -40°F  to 120°F to prevent 
the extinguisher from being 
damaged. Fire extinguishers 
stored below -40°F may result in 
the extinguisher’s valve or hose 
cracking.

How to choose and use a fire extinguisher

As today’s homes burn faster than ever, this year’s Fire Prevention Week 
campaign presents critical home escape planning and practice messages

Knowing that today’s homes burn faster than ever, the National Fire Protection Association (NFPA) announced 
“Every Second Counts: Plan Two Ways Out” as the official theme for this year’s Fire Prevention Week campaign, 
October 8-14, 2017. Experts say you may have as little as two minutes (or even less) to safely escape a typical home 
fire from the time the smoke alarm sounds.

“Modern home furnishings, along with the fact that newer homes tend to be built with more open spaces and 
unprotected lightweight construction, all contribute to an increased rate at which home fires burn,” said Lorraine 
Carli, vice president of Outreach and Advocacy at NFPA. “These factors make home escape planning and practice 
critical.”

Meanwhile, a national survey recently conducted by NFPA shows that Americans continue to have many misper-
ceptions around home escape planning and practice:

Less than half of Americans (48 percent) know that the correct components of a home fire escape plan include 
working smoke alarms, two ways out of each room and an outside meeting place.

Nearly one quarter of Americans (23 percent) do not know that each room in the home should have at least two 
exits.

Close to three in five Americans (57 percent) think that in a typical single-family home fire situation, once the 
smoke alarm sounds, the average person would have more than two minutes to escape safely.

“Home is the place people are at greatest risk of fire, but ironically it’s the place they feel safest from it,” said 
Carli. “That over-confidence may contribute to the public’s continued lack of awareness around home escape plan-
ning and practice.”

“Every Second Counts: Plan Two Ways Out” works to teach people about the true speed at which today’s home 
fires can spread, and the vital importance of home escape planning and practice in the event of one. 

For more information about Fire Prevention Week and this year’s campaign, “Every Second Counts: Plan Two 
Ways Out,” visit firepreventionweek.org.

Smoke alarms
Test Your Alarm for Life!
Your smoke alarm has the power to save your life. Or does it? If you 

haven't tested your smoke alarm lately, it may not be working. And 
that's a risk you can't afford to take. Working smoke alarms give us early 
warning of a fire, providing extra time to escape safely. But they can't do 
their job if we haven't done ours - monthly testing to make sure they're 
working. Test all the smoke alarms in your home. For the life of the 
alarm and for the lives of your loved ones.

When was the last time you tested your smoke alarms?
Last month? Last year? Can't remember? If you're not sure your smoke 

alarms are working, then how can you be sure you'll be protected if a fire 
breaks out? Don't gamble with your life and assume your smoke alarms 
are working. Test each one, every month, so you'll know they'll be ready 
to protect you and your family if there's a fire. Test your alarm for life.

Do you have the time?
Can you afford to spend a few minutes each month to test the smoke 

alarms in your home? Can you afford not to? Going without the protec-
tion of a working smoke alarm is a risk too dangerous to take. In a fire, 
you'll need every second to get out safely, and the early warning from a 
smoke alarm can make the difference between surviving a fire and dying 
in one. Test your smoke alarms today. You can't afford not to.
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to know how to use it and when to 
replace it. There are some common 
questions about fire extinguishers, 
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and plastics.
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lacquers and other oil-based 
products.

· Class C: Fires that involve 
energized electrical equipment.
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The next step is to look at ratings. 

The numbers 1-10 before the letter 
A represents the rating for that A 
capability, the higher the number the 
larger A class fire the unit can handle. 
The numbers 10, 20,40,60,80 before 
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for the B capability, once again 
the higher the number the larger B 
class fires the unit can handle. The 

letter C does not get a rating as the 
letter only signifies that the unit is 
electrically non-conductive.
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There are five different types 
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igniting) and interrupts the chemical 
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– According to National Fire 
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Check your fire extinguishers gauge 
monthly to verify that your fire 
extinguisher is still charged. If the 
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When putting out a fire, stand 6-8 

feet away from the fire and follow 
the four-step PASS procedure, 
recommended by the NFPA:

·   P – Pull the pin and hold 
the extinguisher with the nozzle 
pointing away from you.

· A – Aim low at the base of the 
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· S – Squeeze the lever slowly 
and evenly to discharge the 
extinguishing agent. When the agent 
firsts hits, the fire may briefly flare 
up. This is to be expected.

· S – Sweep the nozzle from side 
to side, moving carefully toward the 
fire.  Keep the extinguisher aimed at 
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Kidde fire extinguishers should 

be stored in temperatures ranging 
from -40°F  to 120°F to prevent 
the extinguisher from being 
damaged. Fire extinguishers 
stored below -40°F may result in 
the extinguisher’s valve or hose 
cracking.

How to choose and use a fire extinguisher

As today’s homes burn faster than ever, this year’s Fire Prevention Week 
campaign presents critical home escape planning and practice messages

Knowing that today’s homes burn faster than ever, the National Fire Protection Association (NFPA) announced 
“Every Second Counts: Plan Two Ways Out” as the official theme for this year’s Fire Prevention Week campaign, 
October 8-14, 2017. Experts say you may have as little as two minutes (or even less) to safely escape a typical home 
fire from the time the smoke alarm sounds.

“Modern home furnishings, along with the fact that newer homes tend to be built with more open spaces and 
unprotected lightweight construction, all contribute to an increased rate at which home fires burn,” said Lorraine 
Carli, vice president of Outreach and Advocacy at NFPA. “These factors make home escape planning and practice 
critical.”

Meanwhile, a national survey recently conducted by NFPA shows that Americans continue to have many misper-
ceptions around home escape planning and practice:

Less than half of Americans (48 percent) know that the correct components of a home fire escape plan include 
working smoke alarms, two ways out of each room and an outside meeting place.

Nearly one quarter of Americans (23 percent) do not know that each room in the home should have at least two 
exits.

Close to three in five Americans (57 percent) think that in a typical single-family home fire situation, once the 
smoke alarm sounds, the average person would have more than two minutes to escape safely.

“Home is the place people are at greatest risk of fire, but ironically it’s the place they feel safest from it,” said 
Carli. “That over-confidence may contribute to the public’s continued lack of awareness around home escape plan-
ning and practice.”

“Every Second Counts: Plan Two Ways Out” works to teach people about the true speed at which today’s home 
fires can spread, and the vital importance of home escape planning and practice in the event of one. 

For more information about Fire Prevention Week and this year’s campaign, “Every Second Counts: Plan Two 
Ways Out,” visit firepreventionweek.org.

Smoke alarms
Test Your Alarm for Life!
Your smoke alarm has the power to save your life. Or does it? If you 

haven't tested your smoke alarm lately, it may not be working. And 
that's a risk you can't afford to take. Working smoke alarms give us early 
warning of a fire, providing extra time to escape safely. But they can't do 
their job if we haven't done ours - monthly testing to make sure they're 
working. Test all the smoke alarms in your home. For the life of the 
alarm and for the lives of your loved ones.

When was the last time you tested your smoke alarms?
Last month? Last year? Can't remember? If you're not sure your smoke 

alarms are working, then how can you be sure you'll be protected if a fire 
breaks out? Don't gamble with your life and assume your smoke alarms 
are working. Test each one, every month, so you'll know they'll be ready 
to protect you and your family if there's a fire. Test your alarm for life.

Do you have the time?
Can you afford to spend a few minutes each month to test the smoke 

alarms in your home? Can you afford not to? Going without the protec-
tion of a working smoke alarm is a risk too dangerous to take. In a fire, 
you'll need every second to get out safely, and the early warning from a 
smoke alarm can make the difference between surviving a fire and dying 
in one. Test your smoke alarms today. You can't afford not to.
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to know how to use it and when to 
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A represents the rating for that A 
capability, the higher the number the 
larger A class fire the unit can handle. 
The numbers 10, 20,40,60,80 before 
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for the B capability, once again 
the higher the number the larger B 
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letter only signifies that the unit is 
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alarms in your home? Can you afford not to? Going without the protec-
tion of a working smoke alarm is a risk too dangerous to take. In a fire, 
you'll need every second to get out safely, and the early warning from a 
smoke alarm can make the difference between surviving a fire and dying 
in one. Test your smoke alarms today. You can't afford not to.
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We salute the brave fi refi ghters 
in our community and across 
the country for their tireless 
dedication to keeping us safe. 
Help protect our loyal fi refi ghters 
and your family by learning more 
about fi re prevention during Fire 
Prevention Week, October 8-14. 

We salute the brave fi refi ghters 
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October is fire safety month, and 
part of fire safety is learning about 
fire extinguishers. While most of us 
have one in our homes, it’s important 
to know how to use it and when to 
replace it. There are some common 
questions about fire extinguishers, 
and Kidde is here to help. 

 
How do I choose a fire 

extinguisher?
Fire Extinguisher Class
Learn About Fire Extinguishers 

with Kidde. The first step is to look 
at the label on a fire extinguisher to 
determine its class. The National 
Fire Protection Association (NFPA) 
and UL created three Classes of 
Fires – A, B, and C. These letters 
are shown on the label of the fire 
extinguisher to indicate that it’s 
been tested and found to be effective 
on those classes of fire.

· Class A: Fires that involve 
common combustibles such as 
wood, paper, cloth, rubber, trash, 
and plastics.

· Class B: Fires that involve 
solvents, oil, gasoline, paints, 
lacquers and other oil-based 
products.

· Class C: Fires that involve 
energized electrical equipment.

 
Fire Extinguisher Rating
The next step is to look at ratings. 

The numbers 1-10 before the letter 
A represents the rating for that A 
capability, the higher the number the 
larger A class fire the unit can handle. 
The numbers 10, 20,40,60,80 before 
the letter B represents the rating 
for the B capability, once again 
the higher the number the larger B 
class fires the unit can handle. The 

letter C does not get a rating as the 
letter only signifies that the unit is 
electrically non-conductive.

 
Types of Fire Extinguishers
There are five different types 

of fire extinguishers, according to 
Kidde:

· Water – Absorbs the heat & 
cools the burning material.

·  Dry Chemical – Smothers 
the fuel (preventing vapors from 
igniting) and interrupts the chemical 
chain reaction.

· CO2 – Removes the oxygen 
from the fire.

·  Halotron – Interrupts the 
chemical chain reaction.

· Wet Chemical – Smothers and 
seals the fuel (preventing vapors 
from igniting) and removes the heat 
by cooling.

 
Do fire extinguishers expire?
Rechargeable fire extinguishers 

– According to National Fire 
Protection Association (NFPA) 
standards, rechargeable fire 
extinguishers must be recharged 
every 10 years. A rechargeable fire 
extinguisher has a metal head, and a 
gauge that reads Charge / Recharge. 
Check your fire extinguishers gauge 
monthly to verify that your fire 
extinguisher is still charged. If the 
extinguisher’s gauge needle is in 
the Recharge area, have your fire 
extinguisher recharged immediately. 
For more information about your 
specific fire extinguisher, refer to 
your user’s manual.

 
Disposable fire extinguishers 

– According to National Fire 
Protection Association (NFPA) 

standards, disposable fire 
extinguishers must be replaced 
every 12 years. A disposable fire 
extinguisher has a plastic head, and 
a gauge that reads Full / Empty. 
Check your fire extinguishers 
gauge monthly to verify that your 
fire extinguisher is still full. If the 
extinguisher’s gauge needle is in 
the EMPTY area, replace your fire 
extinguisher immediately. For more 
information about your specific fire 
extinguisher, refer to your user’s 
manual.

 
How do I use a fire extinguisher?
When putting out a fire, stand 6-8 

feet away from the fire and follow 
the four-step PASS procedure, 
recommended by the NFPA:

·   P – Pull the pin and hold 
the extinguisher with the nozzle 
pointing away from you.

· A – Aim low at the base of the 
fire.

· S – Squeeze the lever slowly 
and evenly to discharge the 
extinguishing agent. When the agent 
firsts hits, the fire may briefly flare 
up. This is to be expected.

· S – Sweep the nozzle from side 
to side, moving carefully toward the 
fire.  Keep the extinguisher aimed at 
the fire.

 
How do I store a fire 

extinguisher?
Kidde fire extinguishers should 

be stored in temperatures ranging 
from -40°F  to 120°F to prevent 
the extinguisher from being 
damaged. Fire extinguishers 
stored below -40°F may result in 
the extinguisher’s valve or hose 
cracking.

How to choose and use a fire extinguisher

As today’s homes burn faster than ever, this year’s Fire Prevention Week 
campaign presents critical home escape planning and practice messages

Knowing that today’s homes burn faster than ever, the National Fire Protection Association (NFPA) announced 
“Every Second Counts: Plan Two Ways Out” as the official theme for this year’s Fire Prevention Week campaign, 
October 8-14, 2017. Experts say you may have as little as two minutes (or even less) to safely escape a typical home 
fire from the time the smoke alarm sounds.

“Modern home furnishings, along with the fact that newer homes tend to be built with more open spaces and 
unprotected lightweight construction, all contribute to an increased rate at which home fires burn,” said Lorraine 
Carli, vice president of Outreach and Advocacy at NFPA. “These factors make home escape planning and practice 
critical.”

Meanwhile, a national survey recently conducted by NFPA shows that Americans continue to have many misper-
ceptions around home escape planning and practice:

Less than half of Americans (48 percent) know that the correct components of a home fire escape plan include 
working smoke alarms, two ways out of each room and an outside meeting place.

Nearly one quarter of Americans (23 percent) do not know that each room in the home should have at least two 
exits.

Close to three in five Americans (57 percent) think that in a typical single-family home fire situation, once the 
smoke alarm sounds, the average person would have more than two minutes to escape safely.

“Home is the place people are at greatest risk of fire, but ironically it’s the place they feel safest from it,” said 
Carli. “That over-confidence may contribute to the public’s continued lack of awareness around home escape plan-
ning and practice.”

“Every Second Counts: Plan Two Ways Out” works to teach people about the true speed at which today’s home 
fires can spread, and the vital importance of home escape planning and practice in the event of one. 

For more information about Fire Prevention Week and this year’s campaign, “Every Second Counts: Plan Two 
Ways Out,” visit firepreventionweek.org.

Smoke alarms
Test Your Alarm for Life!
Your smoke alarm has the power to save your life. Or does it? If you 

haven't tested your smoke alarm lately, it may not be working. And 
that's a risk you can't afford to take. Working smoke alarms give us early 
warning of a fire, providing extra time to escape safely. But they can't do 
their job if we haven't done ours - monthly testing to make sure they're 
working. Test all the smoke alarms in your home. For the life of the 
alarm and for the lives of your loved ones.

When was the last time you tested your smoke alarms?
Last month? Last year? Can't remember? If you're not sure your smoke 

alarms are working, then how can you be sure you'll be protected if a fire 
breaks out? Don't gamble with your life and assume your smoke alarms 
are working. Test each one, every month, so you'll know they'll be ready 
to protect you and your family if there's a fire. Test your alarm for life.

Do you have the time?
Can you afford to spend a few minutes each month to test the smoke 

alarms in your home? Can you afford not to? Going without the protec-
tion of a working smoke alarm is a risk too dangerous to take. In a fire, 
you'll need every second to get out safely, and the early warning from a 
smoke alarm can make the difference between surviving a fire and dying 
in one. Test your smoke alarms today. You can't afford not to.
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to know how to use it and when to 
replace it. There are some common 
questions about fire extinguishers, 
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with Kidde. The first step is to look 
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on those classes of fire.

· Class A: Fires that involve 
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and plastics.
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solvents, oil, gasoline, paints, 
lacquers and other oil-based 
products.
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The next step is to look at ratings. 

The numbers 1-10 before the letter 
A represents the rating for that A 
capability, the higher the number the 
larger A class fire the unit can handle. 
The numbers 10, 20,40,60,80 before 
the letter B represents the rating 
for the B capability, once again 
the higher the number the larger B 
class fires the unit can handle. The 

letter C does not get a rating as the 
letter only signifies that the unit is 
electrically non-conductive.
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There are five different types 
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· Water – Absorbs the heat & 
cools the burning material.
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the fuel (preventing vapors from 
igniting) and interrupts the chemical 
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Do fire extinguishers expire?
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extinguishers must be recharged 
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gauge that reads Charge / Recharge. 
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monthly to verify that your fire 
extinguisher is still charged. If the 
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the Recharge area, have your fire 
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For more information about your 
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feet away from the fire and follow 
the four-step PASS procedure, 
recommended by the NFPA:

·   P – Pull the pin and hold 
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pointing away from you.

· A – Aim low at the base of the 
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· S – Squeeze the lever slowly 
and evenly to discharge the 
extinguishing agent. When the agent 
firsts hits, the fire may briefly flare 
up. This is to be expected.

· S – Sweep the nozzle from side 
to side, moving carefully toward the 
fire.  Keep the extinguisher aimed at 
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be stored in temperatures ranging 
from -40°F  to 120°F to prevent 
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stored below -40°F may result in 
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cracking.
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As today’s homes burn faster than ever, this year’s Fire Prevention Week 
campaign presents critical home escape planning and practice messages

Knowing that today’s homes burn faster than ever, the National Fire Protection Association (NFPA) announced 
“Every Second Counts: Plan Two Ways Out” as the official theme for this year’s Fire Prevention Week campaign, 
October 8-14, 2017. Experts say you may have as little as two minutes (or even less) to safely escape a typical home 
fire from the time the smoke alarm sounds.

“Modern home furnishings, along with the fact that newer homes tend to be built with more open spaces and 
unprotected lightweight construction, all contribute to an increased rate at which home fires burn,” said Lorraine 
Carli, vice president of Outreach and Advocacy at NFPA. “These factors make home escape planning and practice 
critical.”

Meanwhile, a national survey recently conducted by NFPA shows that Americans continue to have many misper-
ceptions around home escape planning and practice:

Less than half of Americans (48 percent) know that the correct components of a home fire escape plan include 
working smoke alarms, two ways out of each room and an outside meeting place.

Nearly one quarter of Americans (23 percent) do not know that each room in the home should have at least two 
exits.

Close to three in five Americans (57 percent) think that in a typical single-family home fire situation, once the 
smoke alarm sounds, the average person would have more than two minutes to escape safely.

“Home is the place people are at greatest risk of fire, but ironically it’s the place they feel safest from it,” said 
Carli. “That over-confidence may contribute to the public’s continued lack of awareness around home escape plan-
ning and practice.”

“Every Second Counts: Plan Two Ways Out” works to teach people about the true speed at which today’s home 
fires can spread, and the vital importance of home escape planning and practice in the event of one. 

For more information about Fire Prevention Week and this year’s campaign, “Every Second Counts: Plan Two 
Ways Out,” visit firepreventionweek.org.

Smoke alarms
Test Your Alarm for Life!
Your smoke alarm has the power to save your life. Or does it? If you 

haven't tested your smoke alarm lately, it may not be working. And 
that's a risk you can't afford to take. Working smoke alarms give us early 
warning of a fire, providing extra time to escape safely. But they can't do 
their job if we haven't done ours - monthly testing to make sure they're 
working. Test all the smoke alarms in your home. For the life of the 
alarm and for the lives of your loved ones.

When was the last time you tested your smoke alarms?
Last month? Last year? Can't remember? If you're not sure your smoke 

alarms are working, then how can you be sure you'll be protected if a fire 
breaks out? Don't gamble with your life and assume your smoke alarms 
are working. Test each one, every month, so you'll know they'll be ready 
to protect you and your family if there's a fire. Test your alarm for life.

Do you have the time?
Can you afford to spend a few minutes each month to test the smoke 

alarms in your home? Can you afford not to? Going without the protec-
tion of a working smoke alarm is a risk too dangerous to take. In a fire, 
you'll need every second to get out safely, and the early warning from a 
smoke alarm can make the difference between surviving a fire and dying 
in one. Test your smoke alarms today. You can't afford not to.
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to know how to use it and when to 
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A represents the rating for that A 
capability, the higher the number the 
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letter only signifies that the unit is 
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are working. Test each one, every month, so you'll know they'll be ready 
to protect you and your family if there's a fire. Test your alarm for life.

Do you have the time?
Can you afford to spend a few minutes each month to test the smoke 

alarms in your home? Can you afford not to? Going without the protec-
tion of a working smoke alarm is a risk too dangerous to take. In a fire, 
you'll need every second to get out safely, and the early warning from a 
smoke alarm can make the difference between surviving a fire and dying 
in one. Test your smoke alarms today. You can't afford not to.
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Ledyard Fire Department

John CowinBob Hamilton Gus EngelbyDave Streuber Jim Steenhard

Scott Ellsworth Shane BurtMike Dimmick Lee Wibben

NO PHOTO 
AVAILABLE

Don Jorgenson

NO PHOTO 
AVAILABLE

Brad Engelby

NO PHOTO 
AVAILABLE

John Ternes

NO PHOTO 
AVAILABLE

Corey Rasch
22 Yr. Service

EMS Bd. Advisor

Carl Waugh
11 Yr. Service

Jerome Schiltz
13 Yr. Service

Mark Kollasch
28 Yr. Service

Jeremy Ortman
9 Yr. Service

Training Officer

Tony Hatten
7 Yr. Service

Safety Officer

Lee Vaske
New to the department

Bancroft Fire Department

Gasoline
Diesel Fuel 

Propane 
Package & Bulk Oil 
Convenience Stores

 Card-trols
Call Toll Free 1-800-244-6101 or contact your local salesman
Providing All Your Energy Needs Since 1930

We salute the brave fi refi ghters 
in our community and across 
the country for their tireless 
dedication to keeping us safe. 
Help protect our loyal fi refi ghters 
and your family by learning more 
about fi re prevention during Fire 
Prevention Week, October 8-14. 

We salute the brave fi refi ghters 

THANKS, FIREFIGHTERS

515-885-2341
Bancroft, IA

Member FDIC

FARMERS & TRADERS 
SAVINGS  BANK

Frames 4 U
•  CUSTOM FRAMING  •

office etc
Phil Jaren

515-885-2692
Bancroft, iowa

Frames 4 U

Ditsworth 
Auto Sales

515-885-2506 • Bancroft, IA

Roger Ditsworth

Deitering
 Bros.

515-885-2314  • Bancroft, IA

Dale and Jerome Schiltz
515-885-2421 • Bancroft, Iowa

515-885-2723  Bancroft
515-295-9426  Algona

Bancroft, Iowa  •  515-885-2213

Brian’s Feed 
Service

Brian & Dee Lium
515-885-2680
Bancroft, Iowa

October is fire safety month, and 
part of fire safety is learning about 
fire extinguishers. While most of us 
have one in our homes, it’s important 
to know how to use it and when to 
replace it. There are some common 
questions about fire extinguishers, 
and Kidde is here to help. 

 
How do I choose a fire 

extinguisher?
Fire Extinguisher Class
Learn About Fire Extinguishers 

with Kidde. The first step is to look 
at the label on a fire extinguisher to 
determine its class. The National 
Fire Protection Association (NFPA) 
and UL created three Classes of 
Fires – A, B, and C. These letters 
are shown on the label of the fire 
extinguisher to indicate that it’s 
been tested and found to be effective 
on those classes of fire.

· Class A: Fires that involve 
common combustibles such as 
wood, paper, cloth, rubber, trash, 
and plastics.

· Class B: Fires that involve 
solvents, oil, gasoline, paints, 
lacquers and other oil-based 
products.

· Class C: Fires that involve 
energized electrical equipment.

 
Fire Extinguisher Rating
The next step is to look at ratings. 

The numbers 1-10 before the letter 
A represents the rating for that A 
capability, the higher the number the 
larger A class fire the unit can handle. 
The numbers 10, 20,40,60,80 before 
the letter B represents the rating 
for the B capability, once again 
the higher the number the larger B 
class fires the unit can handle. The 

letter C does not get a rating as the 
letter only signifies that the unit is 
electrically non-conductive.

 
Types of Fire Extinguishers
There are five different types 

of fire extinguishers, according to 
Kidde:

· Water – Absorbs the heat & 
cools the burning material.

·  Dry Chemical – Smothers 
the fuel (preventing vapors from 
igniting) and interrupts the chemical 
chain reaction.

· CO2 – Removes the oxygen 
from the fire.

·  Halotron – Interrupts the 
chemical chain reaction.

· Wet Chemical – Smothers and 
seals the fuel (preventing vapors 
from igniting) and removes the heat 
by cooling.

 
Do fire extinguishers expire?
Rechargeable fire extinguishers 

– According to National Fire 
Protection Association (NFPA) 
standards, rechargeable fire 
extinguishers must be recharged 
every 10 years. A rechargeable fire 
extinguisher has a metal head, and a 
gauge that reads Charge / Recharge. 
Check your fire extinguishers gauge 
monthly to verify that your fire 
extinguisher is still charged. If the 
extinguisher’s gauge needle is in 
the Recharge area, have your fire 
extinguisher recharged immediately. 
For more information about your 
specific fire extinguisher, refer to 
your user’s manual.

 
Disposable fire extinguishers 

– According to National Fire 
Protection Association (NFPA) 

standards, disposable fire 
extinguishers must be replaced 
every 12 years. A disposable fire 
extinguisher has a plastic head, and 
a gauge that reads Full / Empty. 
Check your fire extinguishers 
gauge monthly to verify that your 
fire extinguisher is still full. If the 
extinguisher’s gauge needle is in 
the EMPTY area, replace your fire 
extinguisher immediately. For more 
information about your specific fire 
extinguisher, refer to your user’s 
manual.

 
How do I use a fire extinguisher?
When putting out a fire, stand 6-8 

feet away from the fire and follow 
the four-step PASS procedure, 
recommended by the NFPA:

·   P – Pull the pin and hold 
the extinguisher with the nozzle 
pointing away from you.

· A – Aim low at the base of the 
fire.

· S – Squeeze the lever slowly 
and evenly to discharge the 
extinguishing agent. When the agent 
firsts hits, the fire may briefly flare 
up. This is to be expected.

· S – Sweep the nozzle from side 
to side, moving carefully toward the 
fire.  Keep the extinguisher aimed at 
the fire.

 
How do I store a fire 

extinguisher?
Kidde fire extinguishers should 

be stored in temperatures ranging 
from -40°F  to 120°F to prevent 
the extinguisher from being 
damaged. Fire extinguishers 
stored below -40°F may result in 
the extinguisher’s valve or hose 
cracking.

How to choose and use a fire extinguisher

As today’s homes burn faster than ever, this year’s Fire Prevention Week 
campaign presents critical home escape planning and practice messages

Knowing that today’s homes burn faster than ever, the National Fire Protection Association (NFPA) announced 
“Every Second Counts: Plan Two Ways Out” as the official theme for this year’s Fire Prevention Week campaign, 
October 8-14, 2017. Experts say you may have as little as two minutes (or even less) to safely escape a typical home 
fire from the time the smoke alarm sounds.

“Modern home furnishings, along with the fact that newer homes tend to be built with more open spaces and 
unprotected lightweight construction, all contribute to an increased rate at which home fires burn,” said Lorraine 
Carli, vice president of Outreach and Advocacy at NFPA. “These factors make home escape planning and practice 
critical.”

Meanwhile, a national survey recently conducted by NFPA shows that Americans continue to have many misper-
ceptions around home escape planning and practice:

Less than half of Americans (48 percent) know that the correct components of a home fire escape plan include 
working smoke alarms, two ways out of each room and an outside meeting place.

Nearly one quarter of Americans (23 percent) do not know that each room in the home should have at least two 
exits.

Close to three in five Americans (57 percent) think that in a typical single-family home fire situation, once the 
smoke alarm sounds, the average person would have more than two minutes to escape safely.

“Home is the place people are at greatest risk of fire, but ironically it’s the place they feel safest from it,” said 
Carli. “That over-confidence may contribute to the public’s continued lack of awareness around home escape plan-
ning and practice.”

“Every Second Counts: Plan Two Ways Out” works to teach people about the true speed at which today’s home 
fires can spread, and the vital importance of home escape planning and practice in the event of one. 

For more information about Fire Prevention Week and this year’s campaign, “Every Second Counts: Plan Two 
Ways Out,” visit firepreventionweek.org.

Smoke alarms
Test Your Alarm for Life!
Your smoke alarm has the power to save your life. Or does it? If you 

haven't tested your smoke alarm lately, it may not be working. And 
that's a risk you can't afford to take. Working smoke alarms give us early 
warning of a fire, providing extra time to escape safely. But they can't do 
their job if we haven't done ours - monthly testing to make sure they're 
working. Test all the smoke alarms in your home. For the life of the 
alarm and for the lives of your loved ones.

When was the last time you tested your smoke alarms?
Last month? Last year? Can't remember? If you're not sure your smoke 

alarms are working, then how can you be sure you'll be protected if a fire 
breaks out? Don't gamble with your life and assume your smoke alarms 
are working. Test each one, every month, so you'll know they'll be ready 
to protect you and your family if there's a fire. Test your alarm for life.

Do you have the time?
Can you afford to spend a few minutes each month to test the smoke 

alarms in your home? Can you afford not to? Going without the protec-
tion of a working smoke alarm is a risk too dangerous to take. In a fire, 
you'll need every second to get out safely, and the early warning from a 
smoke alarm can make the difference between surviving a fire and dying 
in one. Test your smoke alarms today. You can't afford not to.

LEDYARD FIRE DEPARTMENT

ROSTER - Dave Streuber, Bob Hamilton, Gus Engelby, Jim Steenhard, John 
Cowin, Mike Dimmick, Scott Ellsworth, Shane Burt, Brad Engelby. Not pictured: 
Lee Wibben, Don Jorgenson. (Photos courtesy of the Armstrong Journal)

Additional tips for preventing 
fires in homes

According to the Na-
tional Fire Protection As-
sociation, 2 out of 5 home 
fires begin in the kitchen. 
Never leave the kitchen 
when food is cooking 
(especially on the burn-
ers), and keep a fire ex-
tinguisher in or near the 
kitchen.

• Have your chimneys 
cleaned regularly, and be 
very careful with portable 

space heaters. Make sure 
they are several feet away 
from drapes, clothing, or 
anything that could catch 
fire.

• Are your outlets over-
loaded? Check the circuit 
loads of your electrical ap-
pliances and devices. You 
might need to install addi-
tional circuits.

• Never smoke in bed 
or while lying on the sofa. 

(Or better yet, give up 
smoking altogether!)

• Inspect your appli-
ance cords. If any are torn, 
ripped, or damaged in any 
way, replace them imme-
diately. If a cord or plug 
ever feels hot, unplug it.

• Use extension cords 
correctly. Follow these 
recommendations from 
the Electrical Safety Foun-
dation International.

Fire Safety for People 
With Disabilities

Millions of Americans live with physical and mental disabilities. It is 
important to know your risk and build your fire prevention plans around 
your abilities.

 o Have smoke alarms on every level of your home, inside 
bedrooms and outside sleeping areas. Interconnect 
your alarms, so when one sounds, they all sound.

 o If you are deaf or hard of hearing, use smoke alarms 
with a vibrating pad, flashing light or strobe light. These 
accessories start when your alarm sounds.

 o Test your alarms every month.

Plan your escape around your abilities.

 ( Know two ways out of every room.

 ( If possible, live near an exit.

 ( You’ll be safest on the ground floor if you live in an apartment building.

 ( If you live in a multistory home, sleep on the first floor.

 ( Being on the ground floor and near an exit will make your escape 
easier.

For more information and free resources, visit

www.usfa.fema.gov

Click here to
add image.

Is your home 
free of hazards?

• Check electrical ap-
pliances for loose or 
frayed cords. Do not 
place wires under rugs.

• Check for outlets 
overloaded with plugs; 
including TV, computer, 
stereo, and printer.

• Install GFCI (ground 
fault circuit interrupter) 
outlets in your home; 
especially near sources 
of water like your bath-
room, kitchen and laun-
dry room.

• Use the correct bulb 
wattage for home light 
fixtures.

• If any appliances 
spark, smell unusual or 
overheat, replace or get 
repaired by a profession-
al.

• Lamps and night-
lights should not touch 
any fabrics (bedspreads, 

drapes).
• Electrical blankets 

are unplugged when not 
in use. Check for frayed 
or loose cords and any 
odd smell. If a problem is 
detected, replace.

• Supervise children 
around the stove and mi-
crowave.

• Candles should be 
out of reach of children 
and pets, curtains and 
furniture. Never leave 
candles unattended.

• Annual inspection of 
furnace or heating sys-
tem

Space heaters:
• Keep out of walking 

paths.
• Keep away from chil-

dren and pets.
• Placed away from 

beds.
• Newspapers, maga-

zines, and any fabrics, in-
cluding curtains, sheets, 
tablecloths, are a not 
within 3 feet of a space 
heater.

• Unplug when not in 
use.

In the kitchen:
• Keep an eye on appli-

ances when in use.
• Make sure applianc-

es are turned off and un-
plugged when not in use.

• When using pots and 
pans, use the rear burn-
ers and turn the handles 
inwards.

• Do not wear loose 
clothing while cooking.

Fireplaces:
• Keep the fire place 

clean.
• Cover your fireplace 

with a screen.
• Only burn wood. Pa-

pers and other materials 
can escape while burn-
ing and ignite something 
nearby.

• The fire should be 
completely extinguished 
before leaving the room.

• Have your chimney 
cleaned professionally 
once a year.
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24 HR. TOWING

235-5800
Fairmont Fire Systems

209 Downtown Plaza
Fairmont, MN 56031

(507) 235-9860

ELECTRICAL CONTRACTOR IN BUSINESS SINCE 1949

• INDUSTRIAL
• COMMERCIAL

• FARM
• FIBER DATA 

INSTALLATION
• SOLAR SALES 

& INSTALLATION
(507) 235-6334

909 Winnebago Ave. Fairmont, MN 

500 SOUTH STATE STREET • FAIRMONT
MON-SAT 7:00 A.M. - 9 P.M. CLOSED SUNDAY | FAREWAY.COM 

1140 Torgerson Drive
Fairmont, MN | 507.238.4496

www.CaversRealty.com

Cavers RealtyCavers Realty

104 Dugan St N | Welcome, MN
507.728.8767 | 800.218.6221 welcomtv@frontiernet.net

507-728-8865

Box 415
Welcome, MN

56181

Travis
Schuett

welcomeoil@outlook.com

Kramer Family 
Funeral Homes

• Trimont 
•  Welcome 
• Sherburn

507-238-2008 ~ 800-336-6037
www.petersonanthony.com

Fairmont
and

Trimont

106  North Fifth Ave. E  Truman, MN 
507-800-1500

709 North State St.  Fairmont, MN
507-235-6611

171 Industrial Parkway  Jackson, MN
507-800-1600

or call Toll Free at 855-210-9001 
Email: sales@boekett.com

 Fairmont Ford
Service Specials

 D10155

 www.fairmontford.com
 507-235-6681 • 800-726-6912
 700 E. Blue Earth Ave.
 Fairmont, MN 56031

 Service Hours: 
 Mon.-Fri., 7:30 am- 5 pm

 Sat., 8 am-Noon

 • Synthetic Blend Oil Change
 • Tire Rotation and Pressure Check
 • Brake Inspection
 • Multi-Point Inspection
 *Up to five quarters of Motorcraft® oil and oil filter. Taxes, diesel vehicles 
 and disposal fees extra. Hybrid battery test excluded. Offer valid with 
 coupon.  Expires: 10-31-16

 *Subject to credit approval. Rebate valid on qualifying purchase before 
 tax; not valid on prior purchases. Complete purchase must be made on 
 the Ford Service Credit Card.  10-31-16 by mail-in rebate form or online at 
 fordowner.com   Limit one $50 rebate per visit. Rebate by prepaid debit 
 card. Cannot be combined with other Ford Service Credit Card offers. 
 Expires: 10-31-16

 $ 50 REBATE
 GET A

 WHEN YOU USE YOUR FORD SERVICE CREDIT CARD
 TO MAKE A QUALIFYING PURCHASE 
 OF $250 OR MORE BEFORE TAX*

 FAIRMONT
 FOR D

 “Your friendly Ford dealer since 1909”

 FAIRMONT
 FOR D

 Come In For A Free Battery Test

 • Fluid Top-off
 • Battery Test
 • Filter Check
 • Belt and Hoses Check

 BY MAIL

 THE   WORKS GET

 FOR  $ 39.99
 TM

507-235-6681
800-726-6912

www.fairmontford.com
700 E. Blue Earth Avenue
Fairmont, MN 56031

Service Hours:
Mon.-Fri. 7:30 am-5 pm

Sa., 8 am-Noon

Truman, MN LIC NO.
BC007029

230 West Ciro St., PO Box 370, Truman, MN
(507) 776-5201 • Toll Free: (800) 658-2501

 UHD Blue Earth Clinic 
 507-526-7388

 UHD Fairmont Clinic
 507-238-1287

 www.uhd.org 

 We are pleased to announce the 
 expansion of our Orthopedics 
 department with the arrival of Tim, a 
 certified physician assistant. Tim is a 
 longtime local resident and a familiar 
 face to many. He brings nearly 20 years’ 
 experience treating:

     •   Sports injuries
     •   Back/Neck/Knees/Hips/Shoulders 
     •   Therapeutic injections

 UHD’s Department of Orthopedics 
 routinely performs joint replacements for 
 hips, shoulders and knees. UHD also 
 specializes in minimally invasive 
 procedures with small incisions, which 
 decrease post-surgical pain, minimize 
 the risk of infection and frequently allow 
 patients to go home the same day. 

 To schedule an appointment
 with Tim Soelter, please call:

 United Hospital District Welcomes   Tim Soelter, PA-C
 Department of Orthopedics NICK’S BODY SHOP

Brad - Brian
Jared - Cade

Hwy. 15 South, Truman, MN • (507) 776-8448

Complete Body Work • Expert
Refinishing • Glass Replacement

914 North State St.
Fairmont, MN

507-238-1393

330 South
Central Avenue

Truman, MN

507.776.5221
102 East Ciro Street, Truman, MN, 776-4375

FUNERAL & CREMATION SERVICE

515 So. Moore St. Blue Earth, MN
(507) 526-3273

1010 E. 4th St.
Fairmont, MN
507.238.4796NorthlaNd realty

century21northlandrealty.com

www.uhd.org

220 Main St W, 
Trimont, MN

(507) 639-9921

100 W Wenberg St
Dunnell, MN

(507) 695-2724

221 E 1st St, Fairmont, MN
(507) 238-1287

UHD Hospital

UHD Fairmont Clinic

Member FDICBLUE EARTH | WELLS | WINNEBAGO

888-446-2973
507-236-4811
Karen@EXITSisGreat.com

400 South State Street
Fairmont, MN 56031

888-446-2973
507-848-8102

Kim@EXITSisGreat.com

Karen
Mussmann

Kim
Kreiss

info@federatedrea.coop
www.federatedrea.coop Your Touchstone Energy® Partner

507-847-3520 or 1-800-321-3520

1-888-264-6380
a susidiary of

Trusted Service.
Cooperative Value.

Agronomy    Energy    Feed    Grain

cfscoop.com

John Korsmo, Agent
403 S. State Street • Fairmont, MN

(507) 235-3397

1533 Albion Ave. • Fairmont, MN • 238-2711

TRIUMPH STATE BANK
Trimont, MN

639-2981
Butterfield, MN

956-2801
Darfur, MN
877-5501

507-238-4304

51
Downtown

Plaza 

(old Post Office building) Fairmont 
www.stevenepiercecpa.com

Member FDIC

Martin County
Sheriff’s Office

(507) 238-4481

Fairmont Family Dentistry, P.A.
Jon Erickson, DDS & Kurt Erickson, DDS

1950 Center Creek Drive, Suite 200, Fairmont, MN
507-238-2812 • www.fairmontfamdent.com

Hours: Mon-Wed: 8 am -5 pm; Thurs: 1 pm-8 pm, Fri: 8 am-Noon

205 Albion Ave • Fairmont, MN (507) 238-2215
and Crematory

LEGENDS 2 Pub & Grill
CEYLON, MN • 507-632-4696
Good food, good friends, good times!

Installation • Repair

815 E. BLUE EARTH AVE. • FAIRMONT, MN

238-9741
 800-551-2186

Fax: 507-235-3014 • Steve Petrowiak, owner

112 N. State St. • Fairmont 235-5551
burtischiropractic.com

807 South State Street, Fairmont
507-235-5533 

P.O. #28739

SWEA CITY FIRE DEPARTMENT

Armstrong Fire Department
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Greg Buum
38 Yr. Service

Mike Cummins
Captain

13 Yr. Service

Todd Eisenbacher
24 Yr. Service

Joel Grabinoski
22 Yr. Service

Dave Guerdet
6 Yr. Service

Adrian Hagebock
Sec/Treas

20 Yr. Service

Dean Irmiter
13 Yr. Service

Don Larsen
Lieutenant

15 Yr. Service

Guadalupe Diaz
New to the department

Swea City Fire Department

Rod Wehr
5 Yr. Service

Captain/Training Officer

Randy Perdue
42 Yr. Service

Reserve

Jim Johnson
25 Yr. Service

Mitch Zielske
10 Yr. Service

Stan Ellman
25 Yr. Service

Lieutenant

Keith Hoye
2 Yr. Service

Cal Wolterman
8 Yr. Service

John Crookshank
10 Yr. Service

Fire Chief

Larry Schmiking
25 Yr. Service

Randy Draper
30 Yr. Service

Mark Geerdes
30 Yr. Service

Chris Hardt
2 Yr. Service

Jordan Blaskley
2 Yr. Service

Chris Stevens
7 Yr. Service

NO PHOTO 
AVAILABLE

Matt Looft
7 Yr. Service
Lieutenant

Jarod Larson
New to the department

We salute all the brave people, 
who always come to our rescue, 

all over the area!

Armstrong 712-868-3150 • Bancroft 515-885-2642
Buffalo Center 515-562-2404 • So. Burt 515-924-3241

North Burt 515-924-3266 • Fenton 515-889-2251
Halfa 712-866-2671 • Lakota 515-886-2461 • Ledyard 515-646-2135

Maple Hill 712-362-3545 • Lone Rock 515-925-3590
Ringsted 712-866-0581 • Swea City 515-272-4406

North Burt Agronomy Center 515-924-3859 
Cylinder 712-424-3335 • Emmetsburg 712-852-4920 

MAIN OFFICE 
P.O. BOX 67 • Burt, IA 50522 

Phone: (515)-924-3555 • Fax: (515)-924-3560

Wilson Insurance Services, LLC
502 4th Avenue S. • Armstrong, IA 50514 

Armstrong, IA • 712-868-4450
Kevin’s Cell 712-260-1705 
Ron’s Cell 712-260-0034

Wilson Insurance Services, LLC
“Family Owned, Professionally Managed”

Armstrong, IA • 712-868-4450
Ron’s Cell 712-260-0034

Kevin’s Cell 712-260-1705

� �
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We offer Auto, 
Home, Farm, Crop and 
Commercial  Insurance.

Stop in or Call for a 
Consultation and Quote.

Great Lakes
Insurance Agency

Armstrong, IA
712-864-3580 Office
712-864-3105 Fax
jb_niia.hotmail.com

Lake Park, IA
712-832-3626 Office
712-832-3656 Fax
712-330-1722 Cell

MEMBER OF GREAT LAKES AGENCY, INC.
Lake Park, Armstrong, Estherville, 

Spirit Lake, Sioux Falls, SD

Carol Slifka
owner

Laura Schuelke
Armstrong, IA 

The Hair Hut

GKN Armstrong Wheels, Inc.
5453 6th Ave., Armstrong, Iowa

USA
712-864-3202

 GKN Wheels & Structures

Henry-Olson
Funeral Homes 
& Crematory

www.henryolsonfuneral.com
 Armstrong • Swea City

 • Fenton

Jack’s Lumber
712-864-3390

Jack Rosenberg 
Electric

712-864-3106
Armstrong, IA

jackelec@iowatelecom.net

AND DETAIL CENTER
Estherville, Ia 51334 

712-362-3950
Computerized Estimates • Certified Technicians 

Complete Car Care

Spring Creek Independent 
& Assisted Living

Valley Vue Care Center

Main Street Manor 
Independent & Assisted 

Living
712-868-4008

Armstrong, Iowa

The Dogs InnArmstrong 
Locker

712-868-3021
John and Ruthanne Ellis

Country Greens
Golf Club
712-868-3048

Armstrong, Iowa

T G
 Industries 

Inc
712-864-3737  

Armstrong, Iowa

Doug Dahl
25 Yr. Service

Home structure fires pose a sig-
nificant, potentially deadly threat. 
According to the National Fire 
Protection Association, U.S. fire 
departments responded to an aver-
age 358,300 home structure fires 
per year between 2010 and 2014. 
Statistics regarding home fires in 
Canada are somewhat elusive, but 
a 2007 report from the Council of 
Canadian Fire Marshals and Fire 
Commissioners indicated home 
structure fires accounted for 73 per-
cent of all fire deaths in the jurisdic-
tions that contributed to that year's 

report.
A host of factors can contribute 

to home fires. Cooking equipment, 
heating equipment and electrical 
distribution and lighting equipment 
can spark home structure fires. In 
such instances, homeowners may 
soon find themselves picking up the 
pieces after their homes, and many 
of their possessions, have burned to 
the ground. The U.S. Fire Adminis-
tration offers the following tips to 
men and women who must recover 
after their homes have fallen victim 
to structure fires.

· Recognize the need to be pa-
tient. When a home is on fire, fire-
fighters may take certain actions to 
ensure the fire is completely extin-
guished. For example, holes might 
be drilled in the walls of homes 
to make sure there are no hidden 
flames. In addition, holes may be 
cut in the roof to let out heat and 
smoke. Such actions can save lives 
and even homes, but the resulting 
cleanup can be time-consuming. 
When returning home for the first 
time after a fire, men and women 
must recognize the need to remain 

patient as they formulate and exe-
cute a plan to clean up their homes.

· Contact a disaster relief service. 
The local branch of a disaster relief 
service like the Salvation Army can 
help victims of home structure fires 
find lodging, food, clothing, and 
medicine. Don't hesitate to reach 
out to such organizations for assis-
tance.

· Do not enter the home until the 
fire department deems it safe to 
do so. Even fires that appear to be 
out can start again. In addition, the 
USFA advises that roofs and floors, 

even those that appear sturdy to the 
naked eye, can still fall down after 
the blaze has been extinguished. 
Avoid entering a home until you 
have been given the go-ahead by 
the local fire department.

· Contact the police and your 
insurance agent. Victims of home 
structure fires whose homes are 
uninhabitable should contact their 
local police departments and their 
insurance agents to inform them 
about the fire and that they will not 

Returning home after a fire

Continued on page 4

ROSTER - Derrick Dahl- 4  Yr. Service- Captain/Training Of-
ficer, Steve Zinnel- 27 Yr. Service,  Chris Zinnel- 1 Yr. Service, 
Todd Runge- 27 Yr. Service, Phil Albers- 27 Yr. Service- Lieuten-
ant, Tysen Zinnel- 2 Yr. Service, Rod Wehr- 8 Yr. Service- Lieu-
tenant, Keith Hoye- 5 Yr. Service, Jim Johnson- 28 Yr. Service, 
Mitch Zielske- 13 Yr. Service, John Crookshank- 13 Yr. Service- 
Fire Chief, Mark Geerdes- 33 Yr. Service, Randy Perdue- 45 Yr. 

Service- Reserve, Cal Wolterman- 11 Yr. Service, Randy Draper- 33 Yr. Service, 
Matt Looft,10 Yr. Service- Asst. Fire Chief, Doug Dahl- 28 Yr. Service, Chris 
Stevens- 10 Yr. Service. Not pictured: Dawson Sorenson- 2 Yr. Service, Michael 
Mather- 2 Yr. Service. (Photos courtesy of The Armstrong Journal)

RINGSTED FIRE DEPARTMENT

ROSTER - Mark Bonnicksen- 37 Yr. Service, Max Cole- Assistant Chief- 36 Yr. 
Service, Dan Jorgensen- Fire Chief- 38 Yr. Service, Marty Kane- 25 Yr.- Service, 
Zach Kane- 5 Yr. Service, Bryan Kruse- 15 Yr. Service,  Alex Larsen- 9 Yr. Ser-
vice, Nick Larsen- 5 Yr. Service, Dallas Maday- 5 Yr. Service, Tony Mills- 7 Yr. 
Service, Travis Nielsen- 15 Yr. Service, Jason Pergande- 1 Yr. Service, Aaron 
Waddell- 11 Yr. Service, Aaron Waddell- 11 Yr. Service, Brady Witcke- 4 Yr. 
Service. (Photos courtesy of the Armstrong Journal)

2016 Oct. 6

Don’t Wait —
Check the Date!
Replace Smoke Alarms Every 10 Years

Age matters when it comes to your smoke alarms.  
Check the manufacture dates on your smoke alarms today!

October 6, 2016

years

1Remove the 
smoke alarm 
from the wall 
or ceiling.

2Look at the 
back of the 
alarm for 
the date of 
manufacture.

3Smoke alarms 
should be 
replaced 10 
years from 
the date of 
manufacture.

4Put the alarm 
back on the 
ceiling or wall 
if it is less than 
10 years old.

A closed door may 
slow the spread of 
smoke, heat and fire. 

Test smoke alarms 
at least once a 
month by pushing 
the test button.

Install smoke alarms in every bedroom, outside each separate 
sleeping area, and on every level of the home, including the 
basement. Larger homes may need more alarms. For the best 
protection, make sure all smoke alarms are interconnected. 
When one sounds, they all sound.

If the smoke alarm 
sounds, get outside 
and stay outside. 
Go to your outside 
meeting place.

Call the fire 
department from 
a cellphone or a 
neighbor’s phone. 
Stay outside until 
the fire department 
says it’s safe to go 
back inside.

For more information about smoke alarms, visit usfa.fema.gov and www.nfpa.org.

Click here to
add image.
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2020, October

Family Fire Safety

In only a matter of 
minutes, a small house 
fire can rage out of con-
trol. Heat temperatures 
from the building fire 
can reach up to 1,500°F. 
The flames emit carbon 
monoxide gas, which is 
odorless, colorless and 
tasteless – and can cause 
immediate unconscious-
ness, followed by death.

Every family should 
have and practice a 
home escape plan to fol-
low in the event of a fire. 
The plan should include 
drawing a diagram of 
your home, marking the 
locations of windows and 
doors; planning two es-
cape routes out of every 
room of your home; set-
ting up a meeting place 
outside of the home for 
everyone to go following 
an escape; and practicing 
the escape plan once a 

month. Every member of 
the family and frequent 
visitors to the home 
should know and prac-
tice the escape route. The 
Federal Emergency Man-
agement Agency (FEMA) 
stresses that even chil-
dren as young as 3 years 
old can understand an 
escape plan.

Safety Tips
• Complete a home 

fire safety checklist and 
identify fire risks in your 
home.

• Test smoke alarms 
and carbon monoxide 
detectors monthly and 
change the batteries at 
least once a year.

• Place smoke alarms 
on each floor of your 
home and in each bed-
room.

• Make sure that every-
one in the home can hear 
the smoke alarm from 
their bedrooms.

•  Make a family fire es-

cape plan and practice it 
once a month.

• Make sure that ev-
eryone in the house un-
derstands the family fire 
escape plan.

• Place fire extinguish-
ers throughout your 
home and make sure 
everyone in the house 
knows how to use them.

• Never leave food un-
attended on the stove, 
keep all matches and 
lighters out of the reach 
of children, and don’t 
place portable heaters 
near flammable materi-
als.

Community Linkages
• Know the number for 

the local fire department.
• Attend events offered 

by the local fire depart-
ment.

• Learn how to use a 
fire extinguisher through 
your local fire depart-
ment.
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FAIRMONT MINI STORAGE

P U B L I C  A U C T I O N  ( A K A )

STORAGE 
UNIT

Unit Nos.: U9C, 60, 68, 98, 103

Tuesday, October 20

940 East 4th Street • Fairmont • 5:00 p.m.

STOR-ALL 500 Downtown Plaza
Fairmont • Appr. 5:15 p.m.

Unit Nos.: 13, 118

Units may be removed from auction any time up to time of auction.

8th Street - behind Olson Rentals
Start Appr. 5:30 p.m.

Unit Nos.: 305, 326, 346, 356, 367, 494, 498, 499105 South State Street, Fairmont, MN
 (507) 238-4318

• Allen Kahler, 841-3466    
• Ryan Kahler, 764-4440
• Kevin Kahler, 235-5014
• Doug Wedel, 236-4255 

• Dustyn Hartung 236-7629 
• Leah Hartung 236-8786 
• Chris Kahler, 230-6006
• Dar Hall, 327-0535

For upcoming auction flyers:
auctioneeralley.com 

UPCOMING AUCTIONS

NEW PRIVATE LISTING! 94.06 Acres +/- located in Section 26 of Rolling 
Green Township, Martin Co., MN. For Sale by Private Treaty! Please Contact 
Dustyn Hartung 507-236-7629 for Price, Terms, Etc.

PRIVATE LISTING- 97.74 acres located in Sec 35 of Cedar Twp., Martin Co., 
MN T104N, R33W 2 miles W of Trimont, MN  and very nice 6.5 acre building 
site located at 2247 90TH Ave, Trimont, MN. Contact Kevin Kahler 507-920-
8060 or Dustyn Hartung 507-236-7629 for price, terms, etc. 

NEW PRIVATE LISTING!- 3.71 acre building site located at 725 110th Street, 
Sherburn, MN including a nice 1 1/2-story house w/3 beds & 1 1/2 baths. 
This acreage is currently set up with a large 36’ x 144’ building with 16 horse 
stalls for boarding (known as Dream Catchers Stables & Horse Boarding). For 
more pictures and info, please check out www.landservicesunlimited.com or 
call Dustyn 507-236-7629 or Leah 507-236-8786 for a showing!

PUBLIC  AUCTION  SALE  DATE: October 29, 2020 @ 7 PM to be held at 
the Sherburn Legion . MARTIN COUNTY FARMLAND-148.06 Acres +/- of 
Bare Farmland located in Section 16 of Fox Lake Township, Martin Co., MN. 

SALE PENDING-40 acres located in Section 32 of Lake Belt Twp., Martin Co., 
MN. For Sale by Private Treaty! Please contact Dustyn Hartung 507-236-7629 
for price, terms, etc

NEW PRIVATE LISTING-Approx. 2 Acre Buildable Lake Lot for Sale on East 
side of Temperance Lake located at 21 Schafer Shore Drive, Sherburn, MN.  
Please contact Dustyn Hartung 507-236-7629 for price, terms, etc

Public Auction Tentative Sale Date: October 29, 2020 
@ 7 PM to be held at the Sherburn Legion (and move 
to top and take out New Private Listing and contact 
info and price, terms, etc).

1 week, your picture and 20 
words for $17; Run 2 weeks, your 
picture and 20 words for $27. We’ll 
take the picture at the Photo 
Press for an additional $3.50

Picture Peddler
Deadline Mon at Noon for Wed’s publication

2009 GMC YUKON XL- DENALI
4x4, Option loaded, quads

SALE PRICE $4,995
Welcome Motor Co., 1310 N. State St.,

Fairmont, MN, 235-3447, welcomemotorcompany.com

2020 FORD ECOSPORT
6spd auto, FWD, 1.0L EcoBoost engine, 

Brand new SUV for $16,766!!
Fairmont Ford, 700 E. Blue Earth Ave., 

Fairmont, MN • fairmontford.com
507-235-6681 · 800-726-6912

1997 FORD EXPLORER
Northland Edition, 4.0 V6 - Auto,

4x4, auto start, leather, looks & runs
good. $1,595 Call 507-238-4943

Larry Howell
712-260-9693

Mark Howell
712-260-9690

Gary Helmers
507-236-2921

Mult i -  Party 
Auction

Robert  Hig ley 
Estate  & Others

G u n s, Knives, Pocket           Watches , C o i n s , T o o l s , 
An t i q u e s , C o l l e c t i b l e s , W a s h e r / D r y e r , 

B o a t M o t o r , O l d & N e w F i s h i n g L u r e s a n d 
F i s h i n g I t e m s

October  17th,  2020  
Starting at 9:30 am

Auction Site: 116 N 4th Street – Estherville , Iowa 

Howell Real Estate & Auction
Office: 712-362-4844

www.howellrealestateandauction.com

Check  Facebook  f o r  p i c t u r e s  
and  upda t e s

 October is Breast Can-
cer Awareness Month. 
Breast cancer is still the 
most common cancer 
among women. Com-
pleting an annual breast 
cancer screening can help 
find breast abnormalities 
early, and enhanced tech-
nology makes even earlier 
detection possible. 

Patients who visit Mayo 
Clinic Health System in 
Mankato, Fairmont and 
New Prague have access 
to enhanced technology 
for breast cancer screen-
ings. Breast tomosynthe-
sis, or 3D mammography, 
enables physicians to see 
cancers earlier, especially 
in women with denser 
breast tissue. The tech-
nology also means it's 
less likely women will be 
called back for a second 
screening.

"About 1 in 8 women 
will develop breast cancer 
in their lifetime, and sur-
vivability improves when 
cancers are found early," 
says, Michael Wolf, M.D., 
a Mayo Clinic Health Sys-
tem radiologist.

When used for breast 
cancer screening, a tomo-
synthesis breast scanner 
not only creates 3D mam-
mogram images, but also 
2D mammogram images. 
Studies show that com-
bining 3D mammograms 
with standard 2D mam-
mograms reduces the 
need for additional imag-
ing and slightly increases 
the number of cancers de-
tected during screening.

Breast cancer preven-
tion is also important. 
Some risk factors, such 
as family history, can't be 
changed. However, these 
lifestyle changes can low-
er your risk:

·Limit alcohol. 
The more alcohol you 

drink, the greater your 
risk of developing breast 
cancer. Based on research 
on the effect of alcohol 
on breast cancer risk, 
you should limit yourself 
to less than one drink 
per day, as even small 
amounts of alcohol in-
crease risk.

· Don't smoke. 
Accumulating evi-

dence suggests a link 
between smoking and 
breast cancer risk, partic-
ularly in premenopausal 
women. In addition, not 
smoking is one of the best 
things you can do for your 
overall health.

·Manage your weight. 
Being overweight or 

obese increases the risk 
of breast cancer. This is 
especially true if obesity 
occurs later in life, partic-
ularly after menopause.

·Be physically active. 
Physical activity can 

help you maintain a 
healthy weight, which, in 
turn, helps prevent breast 
cancer. For most healthy 
adults, the Department of 
Health and Human Ser-
vices recommends at least 
150 minutes a week of 
moderate aerobic activity 
or 75 minutes of vigorous 
aerobic activity weekly, 
plus strength training at 
least twice a week.

·Breastfeed. 
Breastfeeding might 

play a role in breast can-
cer prevention. The lon-
ger you breastfeed, the 
greater the protective ef-
fect.

·Limit dose and dura-
tion of hormone therapy. 

Combination hor-
mone therapy for more 
than three to five years in-
creases the risk of breast 
cancer. If you're taking 
hormone therapy for 
menopausal symptoms, 
ask your health care pro-
vider about other op-
tions. You might be able 

to manage your symp-
toms with nonhormonal 
therapies and medica-
tions. If you decide that 
the benefits of short-term 
hormone therapy out-
weigh the risks, use the 
lowest dose that works for 
you and continue to have 
your provider monitor the 
length of time you take 
hormones.

·Be vigilant about 
breast cancer detection. 

If you notice any 
changes in your breasts, 
such as a new lump or 
skin changes, consult 
your provider. Also, ask 
when to begin mammo-
grams and other screen-
ings based on your per-
sonal history.

Making an appoint-
ment for breast cancer 
screening is easy. Mayo 
Clinic Health System pa-
tients have the oppor-
tunity to self-schedule a 
screening mammogram 
appointment through 
Patient Online Services, 
Mayo Clinic Health Sys-
tem's patient portal. Pa-
tients who have a Patient 
Online Services account 
will receive an email 
from their care team let-
ting them know they can 
schedule an appoint-
ment. Once logged in to 
their account, patients 
can select a date, time and 
location that will work 
best for their schedule.

Visit the Mayo Clinic 
Health System website for 
more information.

Earlier detection of breast cancer possible

KRUEGER REALTY: one or 
two bedrooms, some with 
heat provided. Garbage, 
water, on-site laundry. 
EHO. Call Krueger Realty at 
507-235-9060.        22-tfn-10

Classifieds
10 Apartments

For Rent

12 Other Rentals

For Rent-Available for 
September 1, 2021. 3,000 
head wean to finished 
hog curtain barns site, 
a mile north of I-90 of 
Fairmont. Contact Glenn 
Moeller, cell_ 507-848-
1765. 22-3tp-12.

12 Other Rentals

14 Houses For Sale
Medium 2 bedroom 

house. New roof, steel sid-
ing, Lennox furnice, pos-
sible rental. Also, rooms to 
rent for right individuals. 
507-230-1248. 21-3td-14

28 Rummage &
Garage Sales

604 S. Lake St, Sherburn. 
Too cold last week.Friday & 
Saturday & Sunday 9am-
6pm. 22-1tp-28.

RV space for rent. 4 
months minimum. $450 
per month. Apache Junc-
tion, AZ  for more infor-
mation. Call Ben 507-
236-3477. 22-3tp-12

Multi Family Downsiz-
ing Sale. 1304 Victoria, 
Fairmont. Thursday & 
Friday 9am-6pm, Satur-
day 9-noon. Large paper-
crafter's inventory: CTMH 
acrylic stamps, 1000 piece 
puzzles, bedding, wed-
ding decor, house decor, 
baby/teen/adult clothing, 
cloth baby diapers, Track 
throwing shoes, Converse 
shoes, new Coach watch, 
Horseman doll, horse 
equipment,  Circle Y show 
saddles, student flute, lots 
of free items. 22-1tp-28.



PHOTO PRESS | FAIRMONT, MINNESOTAPAGE 14 WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 7, 2020

HELP WANTED
The City of Fairmont will be accepting 

applications for the position of Electronics 
Technician in the Electric Line Department. This 
is a fulltime, non-exempt position that reports to 
the Line Department Superintendent. This position 
performs a variety of work in the installation and 
maintenance of electrical equipment, metering, 
load management, controls, and communications. 

Qualifications for this position require a valid 
MN driver’s license and a minimum of a two-year 
technical degree. Schooling or experience with 
electronics or radio communication preferred. The 
successful candidate’s employment will follow the 
stipulations set forth in the agreement between 
the local IBEW union and the City of Fairmont. 
The hourly wage range for this position is $27.20-
$34.01 per hour with an excellent benefit package.

A complete job application and description 
is available online at www.fairmont.org. Please 
submit cover letter, resume, and job application to 
City of Fairmont, 100 Downtown Plaza, Fairmont, 
MN 56031 or to Darcy at djones@fairmont.org. 
Completed application packets will be accepted 
through October 14 or until the position is filled.

SERVICE COORDINATOR 
position in Sherburn to start 
on or about October 27, 
2020.  Community Options 
& Resources, a private, non-
profit organization providing 
residential support to persons 
with intellectual disabilities 
in Martin, Watonwan, and 
Jackson Counties, is seeking 
a creative, organized, and 
highly motivated individual 
for a position of approximately 
25 hours/week to support 
all departments within COR.  
Position is responsible for 
maintaining current and past 
files of persons supported; 
to coordinate data and re-
cords of persons supported; to 
compile and send documents 
(paper or electronic) to team 
members; to reconcile bank 
accounts for persons sup-
ported; to assist with various 
tasks within the Central and 
Program Offices; assist with 
payroll; assist with billings; 
opportunity to perform direct 
care to enhance knowledge 
and increase the number of 
hours worked; etc.  Qualifica-
tions include excellent com-
puter and organizational skills; 
flexibility and dependability. 
Two years of office experi-
ence preferred.  Competitive 
wages and benefits package 
including supplemental and 
life insurance, etc. 

Interested persons can 
apply online at www.cormn.
com or call for an application 
at 507-764-4612 ext. 5. Sub-
mit completed applications by 
October 9, 2020.  

EEO/AA

Are you seeking a career where you can help someone start to put 
the pieces back together after a loss? Are you looking for a career 

with meaning in an ever changing and innovative work environment 
where your input is valued? As a field underwriter/property adjuster, 

you will work independently investigating, negotiating, and inspecting 
properties in a customer-focused culture.

Fairmont Farmers Mutual Insurance Company is a local company 
in southern Minnesota that has built a tradition of service since 
1889. Our purpose is to provide quality products and service in 
a professional, responsive and ethical manner at all times while 

providing an enjoyable family-oriented work environment.

Benefits Include:
• Competitive starting hourly rate
• Group Health Insurance – HSA Compliant
• 401k – 3% Employer Match
• Paid Vacation & Sick Days

Please send resume to hr@fairmontfarmersmutual.net or call Ben Jacobs 
at 507-235-9476 for more information. A copy of the full job description 
can be found on our website at:
www.fairmontfarmersmutual.net/index.php/about/careers.

HELP WANTED
Loss Control Survey Specialist/

Property Claims Adjuster 

The Martin County Planning Commission/Board of Adjust-
ment will be conducting a public hearing on October 27, 
2020 at 5:30 p.m.  The hearing will be held in the Martin 
County Commissioners Room, located on the first floor of 
the Courthouse, 201 Lake Avenue – Fairmont, MN.  The 
following items will be on the agenda:

Variance Request from Dennis & Lynn Sovell within Sec-
tion 34 of Fox Lake Township. The Sovells would like to 
place a septic system closer than the required setback 
from the road right-of-way; the east side yard setback; and 
from a structure (garage) on Fox Lake in an “SL-2” Shore-
land Residential Recreational District. The Martin County 
Sewage and Wastewater Ordinance require a minimum of 
10 feet to the road right-of-way; 20 feet to a building; and 
10 feet to a property line.

Variance Request from Jeremiah (J.R.) Pooley within Sec-
tion 9 of Silver Lake Township. 
The Pooleys are proposing to build an addition and deck 
onto an existing house encroaching closer than the mini-
mum required setback from the centerline of the pub-
lic right-of-way in an “A” Agricultural District. The Martin 
County Zoning Ordinance requires a 200 foot setback from 
the centerline of any public right-of-way for a new build-
ing site effective February 17, 2004 and one hundred and 
thirty (130) feet from the centerline of any public right-of-
way for existing building sites constructed before February 
17, 2004. Existing building sites cannot further encroach 
closer than the nearest present building from the centerline 
of the road provided greater than 130 feet from the center-
line in an “A” Agricultural District.

Any persons interested in this public hearing are urged 
to attend the Planning Commission/Board of Adjustment 
meeting.
Pamela A. Flitter, Martin County Zoning Administrator
Martin County Courthouse, 201 Lake Avenue – Room 104; 
Fairmont, MN  56031
507.238.3242
Pam.flitter@co.martin.mn.us

MARTIN COUNTY 
LEGAL PUBLICATION

City of 

Published in the Fairmont Photo Press on October 7 and October 14, 2020

the 
   

       
   BAR

Now hiring Cooks.
If you have experience, 

are a reliable self
starter, this is your

opportunity. Oh, and by
the way we tip our Cooks!

Please stop by
and pick up

an application!

106 E. 1st St.
Fairmont, MN

BLAZER

the 
   

       
   BAR

Now hiring Bartenders 
and Wait Staff. Do you 

want to double your pay? 
Are you friendly,

energetic, good with 
people? This is your 

opportunity. Please stop 
by and pick up
an application!

106 E. 1st St.
Fairmont, MN

BLAZER

WARRANTY DEEDS
Dolores A. Gronewald to Dennis L. Broviak, 

Mary P.  Broviak, Lot 4, Block 1, Blomstroms Addn.
Joy R. Rachuy, Kenneth L. Rachuy to Brooke M. 

Smith, Lot 2, Block 2, Holdens Addn.
Doris A. Huber to Jennifer M. Mendenhall, E. 42’ 

Lot 5, Block 6, Original Plat Triumph
Brooke Smith to Marissa Naab, middle 50’ Lots 1 

and 2, Block 1/2, 1st Ext. Wards Central Addn.
Monica E. Burtis, Scott P. Burtis to Aaron Lowry, 

Elizabeth Lowry, Lot 2, Block 1, Reiman Fairlakes 
4th Addn.

Mary Riegel LLP to Mid American Properties 
LLC, Lot 1, Block 4, Gilberts Addn.

Candi C. Schafer, Wesley D. Schafer to Andrew 
Gerhardt, Elizabeth Gerhardt,  Lot 3, Block 2, Scha-
fer Shores

Christopher Joseph Daood, Jennifer Trudy 
Daood to Leland Johnson, Lot 2, Block 1, Shady 
Oaks Addn., 7-101-30

Castillo Properties LLC to Elizabeth Lintelman, 
Seth Lintelman, Lot 8, Block 2, Wards Addn.

Jennifer M. Soma, Randal L. Soma to Andrew W. 
Schnable, Nancy K. Schnable, Pt. Vac. Woodland 
Ave., Govt. Lot 4, SE¼, 7-102-30, Lot 5, Exc. E.49’ 
Block 1, Zemke & Lageson Addn., Lot 6, Zemke & 
Lageson Addn.

QUIT CLAIM DEEDS
Maryann Boettcher, James Dahle, Judy Marie 

Dahle, Steven Dahle to City of Trimont, Lot 4, E.4’ 
Lot 5, Block 19, Original Plat Triumph

Paul L. Anderson, Jr. to Jason Petersen, Lot 24, 
Block 12, Original Plat of Dunnell

Darwin G. Peterson, Roberta R. Peterson to Todd 
D. Peterson, Pt. NE¼NE¼, 7-103-29, Pt. 2 Tracts 
Lots 15 and 16, Block 1, West Addition Northrop

Lisa Peterson, Todd Darwin Peterson to D & R 
Peterson Family Trust, Pt. NE¼NE¼, 7-103-29, 
Pt. 2 Tracts Lots 15 and 16, Block 1, West Addition 
Northrop

Laurel S. Trembley to Jocelyn Fraser, Amy Para-
dis, Lisa Trembley, Pt. 
Lots 6, 9, 8, 7, Block 24, 
Original Plat of Fair-
mont

TRUSTEE DEEDS
Daniel J. Carlson, Ar-

OCTOBER 7, 1970
VFW Post 1222 of 

Fairmont  celebrated 
the installation of the 
1,222nd flagpole in 
the city, and was ded-
icated on October 10, 
which was the local 
post’s 40th anniver-
sary of its beginning 
in  Fairmont. The pole 
had been salvaged 
from the ruins of the 
fire which destroyed 
the junior high a year 
before. Owners of 
properties on several 
blocks in the city had 
collaborated to erect 
rows of flagpoles on 
their blocks.

Fairmont’s school 
system had 12 student 
teachers in the three 
public grade schools. 
All were from Manka-
to State University 
and their “internship” 
was to continued un-
til mid-December. 

The new food 
stamp program had 
76 applicants since 
September 1.

lene M. Carlson Trust to Kenneth J. Weber, Marga-
ret S. Weber, Lot 29, S.21’ Lot 30,  Vandrey Addn., 
Truman

D-DEEDS
Marillyn Jane Blanchard, Pers. Rep. Darrell Ten-

ney Grant Estate, Kathleen F. Tenney, Pers. Rep. to 
Lyle E. Blanchard, Todd 
B. Blanchard, E½SW¼, 
18-102-29, E.33’ NW¼, 
19-102-29
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www.mentalhealthmn.com

Trust Eunoia With All Your Mental Health Needs!

Ramie Vetter, Psy.D.,
Licensed Psychologist

Emily Ovrebo, Psy.D.,
Licensed Psychologist

Brandon Scott Dugan, Psy.D.,
 Licensed Psychologist

Michael Lockwood, M.S.W., 
Licensed Independent Clinical 

Social Worker

Chelsea Q. Mangen, M.A., 
Licensed Marriage and 

Family Therapist

Nicole Behrens, B.S., Intern*
*Supervised by 

Ramie Vetter, Psy.D., LP
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IMPORTANT NOTICE FOR VOTERS 
IN THE CITY OF FAIRMONT

The Polling location for the November 3, 
2020 General Election will be at the National 
Guard Armory, 700 Fairlakes Avenue, 
Fairmont.

This change allows Administration to better 
accommodate the requirements necessary 
due to the COVID-19 Pandemic.

Oak Tree 
Diseases

A recent increase in ques-
tions from homeowners 
about sick oak trees have re-
vealed their concerns about 
oak wilt. But another major 
disease that shows symp-
toms in August is bur oak 
blight or BOB.

BOB is specific to bur 
oaks, but not all bur oak trees 
get sick. There may be ge-
netic resistance or tolerance 
in some bur oak populations 
but not in others. As a result, 
you may have a healthy oak 

right next to a severely dis-
eased one.

How to tell bur oak 
blight and oak wilt apart

 Bur oak blight affected 
leaf. Note the wedge-shaped 
lesions.

Like oak wilt, leaves have 
dead, brown areas, and 
many prematurely fall. How-
ever, with BOB, the splotches 
on the leaves have better de-
fined edges, and often are 
shaped like a wedge.

On the underside of the 
leaf, BOB also can have black 
spotting on the veins, espe-
cially early on when they are 
just starting to show symp-
toms. Another sign it is BOB 

rather than oak wilt is seeing 
more leaf loss on the inside 
and lower parts of the cano-
py rather than the edges.

Still, it can be tricky to 
separate oak wilt from BOB, 
and it is possible that a tree 
can have both diseases at the 
same time.

Thankfully, having BOB 
does not mean your tree 
will die. Oaks can handle a 
large amount of leaf loss for 
several years but still remain 
relatively healthy. However, 
if the oak keeps getting BOB 
year after year, it increases 
stress, and that can open the 
door to other pests and dis-
eases.

Depending on disease 
severity, the number of years 
infected, and its value to you, 
there may be fungicide treat-
ments available. We urge 
homeowners to work with 
certified arborists and have 
a lab-confirmed diagnosis 
of BOB before any chemicals 
are injected into the tree.

The University of Minne-
sota’s Plant Disease Clinic 
can also examine samples 
for both oak wilt and BOB if 
you need help.

Content and photos 
credit: University of Minne-
sota Extension & Minnesota 
Department of Natural Re-
sources. 
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Card Cross 
Country Girls 
1st, Boys 2nd 
at St. Peter

St.  Peter Invite 5K Girls 
Results: Cards 27, Waseca 
35, St. Peter 73. 

Individual Cardinal Re-
sults: 2nd Laura Thomp-
son 19:55, 3rd Macy 
Hanson 20:05, 6th Olivia 
Ortega 21:14, 7th Tabitha 
Thatcher 21:15, 9th Han-
nah Neusch 21:40, 11th 
Carys Gudahl 22:02, 12th 
Eleanor Hamlet 22:15, 
14th Emma Gudahl 23:11, 

15th Sara Sundblad 23:25.
St. Peter Invite 5K Boys 

Results: 4th Connor Art-
ner 17:40, 6th Will Saari 
18:00, 8th Will Niestrath 
18:36, 12th Ben Moeller 
19:45, 13th Gavin Art-
ner 19:59, 16th Sebastian 
Castro 20:47, 17th Ethan 
Grunewald 20:55, 19th 
Cooper Gudahl 21:26, 
22nd Parker Vetter 22:37.

About the Author
 

I was born in 1947 in Fairmont where I lived for my first 20 years. My parents, Bob and 
Dorothy, brothers Darrell, Jeff and sister Kathy joined Interlaken Golf Club in 

1957. We all learned to play the game of golf and we made many new friends.

After college, marriage, babies and the US Navy during Vietnam, we settled back in 
Fairmont when I was 27. All of my children, Ben, Molly and Mae experienced a child-
hood similar to mine. I continued to play golf at Interlaken and compete with friends 
while I worked in the family electrical business for 8 years. 
 
In 1985 I moved to Colorado to start a small chain of hair salons. Twenty years and 
many locations later I sold them and retired. I soon joined the Colorado State Men’s 
Golf Team Program as a full-time volunteer assistant coach. During my four years 
with the team we traveled across the USA and to Scotland and Japan. 
 
While traveling often to Scotland since 1979, I met and be-
came friends with the University of St. Andrews Athletic Di-
rector and their golf team head coach. On one of my trips, 
I stayed for a month and helped the University start their 
first Golf Booster Club. While there, I played in the Univer-
sity’s 600th Anniversary Tournament.   
 
Recently, my life has come full circle. I spend more time in 
Fairmont with my daughter Mae Aust, husband Jeremy and 
three grandsons, Tanner, Hartley and Cheston. I have re-
joined Interlaken Golf Club and have time to “give back”. In 
2019 I helped promote and celebrate the Interlaken 100th 
Anniversary. That event lead me to research and produce 
this booklet.  
 
 
Van DeWar 

This photograph taken October 12, 1919, shows some 70 people standing in front of 
the original clubhouse. The two players sitting on the ground, with the Golfer’s 
Magazine trophy, are the winner W.H. McNally and runner-up William Coult.  These 
Interlaken Golf Club historical artifacts are proudly displayed in the clubhouse.

Celebrating 
Interlaken Golf Club’s 
100th Anniversary

The perfect gift!The perfect gift!
Fairmont native Van DeWar 
dives deep into the historical 
golf club’s past.

Available by contacting:
• Interlaken Pro Shop:

507-238-1693
• Martin County Historical Society

507-235-5178
• Kathy or Lisa at DeWar Electric: 

507-235-6677 
or Van:

970-218-6262 

Celebrating Interlaken Golf Club’s 100th Anniversary 

$20 
all proceeds will be donated to: 

Interlaken Golf Club and
Martin County Historical Society 

Saturday,  October 
17, Sherwood Sagedahl, 
Fairmont, MN, age 81, 
will be recognized at the 
Masters USATF Virtual 
Awards Night.   He will be 
presented with the “2019 
USATF Athlete of the Year 
Award for Males Age  75+” 
for his achievements in 
track & field/road races 
during the 2019 season. 
The awards ceremony 
had been scheduled to 
be held during the 2020 
USATF Masters Outdoor 
T&F Championship Meet 
at Greensboro, NC, July 
2020, however all events 
were cancelled due to CO-
VID-19. In 2012,  In 2012, 
Sagedahl was named the 
2012 Athlete of the Year 
in the 60-74 Males Age 
Group.

Setting the World Re-
cord in the “Outdoor Pen-
tathlon” for Males 80-84 
at the USATF National 
Outdoor Championship 
at Iowa State U, Ames, IA, 
July 2019, was a major rea-
son why Sagedahl was se-
lected for this award.  

He also holds the 
World Record in the Out-

door Pentathlon for;
-Males 70-74 earned in 

2012, Benedictine U, Lisle, 
IL and

 -Males 75-79 earned in 
2014, Wake Forest U, Win-
ston-Salem, NC.   

The Outdoor Pentath-
lon consists of these five 
events in this order:  

Long Jump, Javelin, 
200M, Discus & 1500M 
run.  

There is a 30 minutes 
break between events.   
Site:  usatf.com

Sagedahl’s other 2019 
Track & Field and Road 
Race Highlights include:

     -Setting three Nation-
al Records:  

-1 Mile Road Record: 
Time: 7:03, Medtronic TC 
! Mile, May 7, 2019,  Min-
neapolis  

-3,000 Meters (1.85 
Miles) Track Record: 
Time: 13:40, USATF MN 
Meet, 

St. Louis Park, MN, July 
2019

 -1 Mile Track Record: 
Time: 6:49, USATF MN 
Meet, St. Louis Park, MN, 
July 2019

-Setting the National 

Senior Games Record - 
nsga.com:

-800M Track Record: 
Time: 3:07, National Se-
nior Games, Albuquer-
que, NM, July 2019  

Other Records set in 
2019:

-Minnesota State Re-
cord for Males Age 80 - 
mnroy.com

 -10,000M (6.2 Miles) 
Road Race at Age 80: 
Time: 49:18, 

    King Turkey Day, 
Sept, 2019, Worthington, 
MN Pace: 7 minutes 56 
second Per Mile,  

-Foot Lake, 4 Mile, 
Road Race, Willmar, MN, 
June 2019 - pickleevents.
com

- Broke 4 Mile Road 
Race For Males 80+ Re-
cord by over 13  minutes. 

Race Time:  31:17.   
Pace:  7 minutes 51 sec-
onds per mile.   

#A race official tapped 
Sagedahl on his shoulder 
after the race and said, 
"Are you 80 years or older?  
Because if you are you 
broke our 80-84 year old 
record by over 13 min-
utes!”

In the Final 2019 USA 
T&F Rankings Sagedahl 
Ranked #1 in his age group 

(Males 80-84) in the:  
400M, 800M, 1500M, 1 

Mile, 3000M and Outdoor 
Pentathlon.  

In the Final 2019 USA 
T&F World Rankings he 
Ranked #1 in his age group 
(Males 80-84) in the: 

800M, 1 Mile and Out-
door Pentathlon and 
Ranked #2 in the World 
Rankings In the:  400M, 
1500M and 3000M.  - mas-
tersrankings.com

Other 2019 Awards 
Sagedahl was named 

the “2019 Minnesota's 
USA T&F Masters Athlete 
of the Year.”  

 He has now been 
named Minnesota Mas-
ters T&F Athlete of the 
Year six (6) times -  2009, 
2011, 2012, 2014, 2017 & 
2019 - usatf.com/mn 

Encouraged by his 
children Sagedahl started 
running at age 60 first do-
ing road races and then 
added track & field meets 
around age 65. “I have 
surprised myself in many 
road races and track & 
meets.  The competition 
brings out my best.  It has 
been amazing for me to 
compete against many 
elite master’s athletes.  I 
have run against former 

college track stars, some-
thing I never expected to 
do in my lifetime. For me, 
I hope to continue to com-
pete as long as I am able 

and motivated to do my 
best. It takes a lot of train-
ing to be competitive and 
I have learned hard work 
pays off!”

 SQUARED UP – The Cardinals Maggy Totzke readies for a return shot. Totz-
ke, playing at third singles, defeated the Saints Rhyan Holmgren, 6-3, 6-0. St. 
Peter edged the Cards 4-3 last Thursday. Courtesy fairmontsports.com

ARTNER

LONG REACH – Cards Claire Nemmers plays a re-
turn shot. Nemmers won her first singles match 
6-4, 6-0 over St. Peter’s Amelia Hildebrandt. Be-
cause of the rising numbers of active COVID-19 
cases in Martin County, Fairmont High School 
will hold no extracurricular activities for two 
weeks. Courtesy fairmontsports.com

LIVE CARDINAL WEBSTREAMING VIDEO

fairmontsports.com
MAX SEIFRIED of Fair-
mont recently competed 
in the ATA(Amateur Trap  
Association) World Clay 
Target Championship  
also known as The Grand 
American, held this year 
In Linn Creek, Missouri. 
The contest is a week long 
competition with partici-
pants from all over the 
world. Max broke a 198 
out of 200 in the Singles 
Championship, break-
ing a perfect 100 out  of 
100 in the second round 
of the competition.  Max 
was also on the Fairmont 
High School trap team and his senior year not only 
made the FHS State team but also made top 100 in 
the state and shot  in both the team and individual 
events at the state tournament. Minnesota has ap-
proximately 12,000 kids who participate in the high 
school program. Max is currently in his second year 
at Riverland Community College in Albert Lea study-
ing Construction Electrician.

SAGEDAHL finishing 400M at USATF Masters Out-
door Championship, Iowa State University, Ames, IA   
July 2019

Sagedahl presented Athlete 
of the Year Award

THOMPSON


