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FAIRMONT FORD’S 
REPAIR SHOP 

PARTS AND BODY SHOP
will be open to serve you

Monday thru Friday, 8:00 am – 5:00 pm

Your Safety Is Our Top Priority!
We will pickup your vehicle FREE of charge, 

perform your requested maintenance 
then return your vehicle back to your home or work. 

Call (507-235-6681) to schedule your appointment today.

Our sales department will be available BY APPOINTMENT ONLY to 
support automobile sales that are for necessary to allow for essential 
travel. We will meet the CDC and MDH guidelines, including social 
distancing when showing a vehicle and during test drives.

“Your Friendly Ford Dealer Since 1909”

700 East Blue Earth Ave. Fairmont, MN
507-235-6681 www.fairmontford.com
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 “Your friendly Ford dealer since 1909”

  FFAAIIRRMMOONNTT  FFAAIIRRMMOONNTT FAIRMONT
  FFOORRDD  FFOORRDD FORD

 D10155

 SALES HOURS: Monday 8:00-8:00; Tuesday-Friday:  8:00-5:30; Saturday: 8:00-3:00

 700 E. Blue Earth Ave. Fairmont, MN 56031
 507-235-6681 • 800-726-6912

 Kyle Flohrs Gregg Smitherman  Lori Schock David Kloeckner  James Kloeckner  Paul  Kloeckn er  Teresa Haycraft

 *  $6,000 cash down or trade equity. OAC  5.9% APR
    Used as example, exact interest rate depends on bank approval

 www.fairmontford.com

 2015 Ford F-150
 XLT Crew 
 2.7L, Sport package
 $ 29,700  $ 410 56 $ 29,700   or 

 $ 410 56
 /72 mo.*

 2015 Ford F-150
 XLT Supercab
 2.7L V6, Sport
 $ 26,500  $ 357 68 $ 26,500   or 

 $ 357 68
 /72 mo.*

 2015 Ford F-150
 Lariat Crew 
 5.0L V8, one owner
 $ 32,500  $ 456 83 $ 32,500   or 

 $ 456 83
 /72 mo.*

 2015 Ford F-150
 XLT Crew  
 2.7L V6, one owner
 $ 29,700  $ 410 56 $ 29,700   or 

 $ 410 56
 /72 mo.*

 2015 Ford F-150
 XLT Supercab 
 5.0L, local trade
 $ 24,500  $ 324 63 $ 24,500   or 

 $ 324 63
 /72 mo.*

 2015 Ford F-150
 Platinum Crew
 3.5L V6, one owner
 $ 39,900  $ 579 12 $ 39,900   or 

 $ 579 12
 /72 mo.*

 2015 Ram 1500
 Big Horn
 Quad Cab
 $ 25,900  $ 347 76 $ 25,900   or 

 $ 347 76
 /72 mo.*

 2013 Ford F-150
 Lariat Crew 
 3.5L V6, one owner, 26,000 miles
 $ 29,900  $ 413 87 $ 29,900   or 

 $ 413 87
 /72 mo.*

 2013 Ford F-150
 Lariat Crew 
 5.0L, one owner
 $ 26,000  $ 349 42 $ 26,000   or 

 $ 349 42
 /72 mo.*

 2012 Chevrolet 1500
 LT Crew 
 5.3L, local trade
 $ 19,300  $ 338 55 $ 19,300   or 

 $ 338 55
 /72 mo.*

 2009 Ford F-350
 Lariat Crew 
 6.4L, powerstroke, diesel
 $ 27,900  $ 380 81 $ 27,900   or 

 $ 380 81
 /72 mo.*

 2006 GMC 1500
 SLT Crew 
 Very clean exterior
 $ 11,500 $ 11,500

 2015 Ford F-150
 Lariat Crew
 5.0L, local trade
 $ 34,500  $ 489 88 $ 34,500   or 

 $ 489 88
 /72 mo.*

 2016 Ford F-150
 XLT Crew
 2.7L V6, one owner
 $ 32,900  $ 463 44 $ 32,900   or 

 $ 463 44
 /72 mo.*

 2016 Ford F-150
 Platinum Crew
 3.5L V6, moonroof
 $ 39,000  $ 564 25 $ 39,000   or 

 $ 564 25
 /72 mo.*

 2016 Ford F-150
 Lariat Crew
 5.0L V8, one owner
 $ 38,000  $ 547 72 $ 38,000   or 

 $ 547 72
 /72 mo.*

 18T304

 STAY WARM THIS WINTER STAY WARM THIS WINTER
 GET WHERE 
 YOU NEED 
 TO GO -
 CHECK OUT 
 OUR GREAT 
 SELECTION OF 
 USED TRUCKS 

 AND BE SURE TO 
 CHECK US OUT AT:  18T313  18T300

 2017 Ford F-150
 Lariat Crew
 5.0L V8, 6 passenger
 $ 35,500  $ 506 41 $ 35,500   or 

 $ 506 41
 /72 mo.*

 18T268

 2017 Ford F-250
 Lariat Supercab
 6.7L powerstroke 
 $ 45,000  $ 663 40 $ 45,000   or 

 $ 663 40
 /72 mo.*

 18T305

 2017 Ford F-150
 XLT Supercab
 2.7L V6, one owner
 $ 28,000  $ 382 47 $ 28,000   or 

 $ 382 47
 /72 mo.*

 18T317

 2015 Ford F-150
 Lariat Crew
 5.0L, local trade
 $ 35,500  $ 506 41 $ 35,500   or 

 $ 506 41
 /72 mo.*

 2015 Ford F-350
 Lariat Crew
 6.7L powerstroke
 $ 48,000  $ 712 98 $ 48,000   or 

 $ 712 98
 /72 mo.*

 18T229  18T240 18T322  18T159  18T296

 18T274 18T309 18T243 18T230 18T235

 18T271  18T202 18T306 18T314 18T221
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 /72 mo.*

 2015 Ford F-150
 XLT Supercab
 2.7L V6, Sport
 $ 26,500  $ 357 68 $ 26,500   or 

 $ 357 68
 /72 mo.*

 2015 Ford F-150
 Lariat Crew 
 5.0L V8, one owner
 $ 32,500  $ 456 83 $ 32,500   or 

 $ 456 83
 /72 mo.*

 2015 Ford F-150
 XLT Crew  
 2.7L V6, one owner
 $ 29,700  $ 410 56 $ 29,700   or 

 $ 410 56
 /72 mo.*

 2015 Ford F-150
 XLT Supercab 
 5.0L, local trade
 $ 24,500  $ 324 63 $ 24,500   or 

 $ 324 63
 /72 mo.*

 2015 Ford F-150
 Platinum Crew
 3.5L V6, one owner
 $ 39,900  $ 579 12 $ 39,900   or 

 $ 579 12
 /72 mo.*

 2015 Ram 1500
 Big Horn
 Quad Cab
 $ 25,900  $ 347 76 $ 25,900   or 

 $ 347 76
 /72 mo.*

 2013 Ford F-150
 Lariat Crew 
 3.5L V6, one owner, 26,000 miles
 $ 29,900  $ 413 87 $ 29,900   or 

 $ 413 87
 /72 mo.*

 2013 Ford F-150
 Lariat Crew 
 5.0L, one owner
 $ 26,000  $ 349 42 $ 26,000   or 

 $ 349 42
 /72 mo.*

 2012 Chevrolet 1500
 LT Crew 
 5.3L, local trade
 $ 19,300  $ 338 55 $ 19,300   or 

 $ 338 55
 /72 mo.*

 2009 Ford F-350
 Lariat Crew 
 6.4L, powerstroke, diesel
 $ 27,900  $ 380 81 $ 27,900   or 

 $ 380 81
 /72 mo.*

 2006 GMC 1500
 SLT Crew 
 Very clean exterior
 $ 11,500 $ 11,500

 2015 Ford F-150
 Lariat Crew
 5.0L, local trade
 $ 34,500  $ 489 88 $ 34,500   or 

 $ 489 88
 /72 mo.*

 2016 Ford F-150
 XLT Crew
 2.7L V6, one owner
 $ 32,900  $ 463 44 $ 32,900   or 

 $ 463 44
 /72 mo.*

 2016 Ford F-150
 Platinum Crew
 3.5L V6, moonroof
 $ 39,000  $ 564 25 $ 39,000   or 

 $ 564 25
 /72 mo.*

 2016 Ford F-150
 Lariat Crew
 5.0L V8, one owner
 $ 38,000  $ 547 72 $ 38,000   or 

 $ 547 72
 /72 mo.*

 18T304

 STAY WARM THIS WINTER STAY WARM THIS WINTER
 GET WHERE 
 YOU NEED 
 TO GO -
 CHECK OUT 
 OUR GREAT 
 SELECTION OF 
 USED TRUCKS 

 AND BE SURE TO 
 CHECK US OUT AT:  18T313  18T300

 2017 Ford F-150
 Lariat Crew
 5.0L V8, 6 passenger
 $ 35,500  $ 506 41 $ 35,500   or 

 $ 506 41
 /72 mo.*

 18T268

 2017 Ford F-250
 Lariat Supercab
 6.7L powerstroke 
 $ 45,000  $ 663 40 $ 45,000   or 

 $ 663 40
 /72 mo.*

 18T305

 2017 Ford F-150
 XLT Supercab
 2.7L V6, one owner
 $ 28,000  $ 382 47 $ 28,000   or 

 $ 382 47
 /72 mo.*

 18T317

 2015 Ford F-150
 Lariat Crew
 5.0L, local trade
 $ 35,500  $ 506 41 $ 35,500   or 

 $ 506 41
 /72 mo.*

 2015 Ford F-350
 Lariat Crew
 6.7L powerstroke
 $ 48,000  $ 712 98 $ 48,000   or 

 $ 712 98
 /72 mo.*

 18T229  18T240 18T322  18T159  18T296

 18T274 18T309 18T243 18T230 18T235

 18T271  18T202 18T306 18T314 18T221

SALES HOURS: Monday 8:00- 8:00; Tuesday- Friday; 8:00- 5:30; Saturday: 8:00- 3:00

700 E. Blue Earth Ave. Fairmont, MN 56031
507-235-6681 • 800-726-6912

David Kloeckner James Kloeckner Paul KloecknerTeresa Haycraft Gregg Smitherman Lori Schock Kyle Flohrs

“Your friendly Ford dealer since 1909”

    SERVICE SPECIAL    SERVICE SPECIAL
    The Works Fuel Saver Package

$44.95
 exp. 8/31/20

Up to 5 quarts of oil and filter
Taxes & diesels extra. 

Not valid with any other offer.

NEW 2020 FORDSNEW 2020 FORDS
0% for 72 months OAC/ exclusions apply

LOW LOW LOW LOW LOW LOW 
% Interest rates 
on used vehicles

• Oil change
• Filter check
• Belt & hose check
• Brake inspection
• Battery test
• Fluid top off
• Tire rotation
• Multi point inspection

D10155

TIRE DEPARTMENTTIRE DEPARTMENT

Ford Escape Ford F-150 Ford Fusion 

• ‘20 Edge
• ‘20 Explorer
• ‘20 Expedition
• ‘20 Ranger

Also on:

• Escapes
• Edges/ MKX
• Explorer
• Expedition
• Toyota RAV4
• GMC Terrain
• GMC Acadia
• GMC Yukon
• Mazda CX-9

• F-150
• F-250
• F-350
• F-450 Flatbed

25- SUV’S IN STOCK
10- TRUCKS 

AND MORE COMING

WE NEED TRADES!

AUTO BODY AUTO BODY 
COLLISION CENTERCOLLISION CENTER

• Free loaner upon request while your 
vehicle is being fixed

• We repair all makes & models
• Free estimates
• See us for your complete collision 

service
• Auto body experts: Dave & Troy
• Genuine Ford parts
• Environmentally friendly
• Waterborne paint from PPG
• We bake the paint on your vehicle just 

like the factory

PRE OWNEDPRE OWNED

exp. 6/10/20

Naturally
“Drumroll, please,” I 

said just loud enough for 
me to hear as I walked 
outside. Right on cue, a 
woodpecker hammered 
on a resonant branch. Ev-
ery day brings new stories 
to the yard. I expect to see 
a queen bumblebee any 
day. She’s the only one of 
her colony that survives 
winter.

Weather has been a 
rollercoaster ride without 
enough “whee” to it. I said 
“whee” as I walked. I un-

derstand why dogs are so 
excited about going for 
walks. I’ve been watching 
yellow-bellied sapsuck-
ers maniacally machine 
gunning sap wells into 
trees. The work of those 
industrious birds has 
been followed closely by 
yellow-rumped warblers, 
diminutive ruby-crowned 
kinglets and both downy 
and hairy woodpeckers 
who gladly plundered 
the avian soda fountains. 
Those warblers, called 
butterbutts because of 
their yellow rumps, are 
proficient at flycatching, 
snapping prey out of the 
air.

Fox sparrows sang a 
song that made me want 
to move north with them. 
A silver hawk with a white 
rump patch flew low over 
the ground. It was a male 
northern harrier, once 
called a marsh hawk.

A caller reported a ca-
cophony of birdsong in 
the morning. I appreciat-
ed his call, but disagreed 
with it being a cacophony. 
I think all birdsong is love-
ly, but I’m a strange bird. 
I’ll admit some vocaliza-

tions of crows, gulls and 
others could be called a 
cacophony. I heard a ca-
cophony of the strident 
voices of crows and jays as 
they mobbed an owl. The 
irate birds found strength 
in numbers.

I read that chipmunks 
have cheek pouches that 
when filled are three 
times bigger than their 
heads. I’m not sure that’s 
correct, but they certainly 
look larger than rest of the 
head.

Wood ducks checked 
out tree cavities in the 
backyard. The female 
makes a loud “oo-eek, oo-
eek” when disturbed and 
taking flight. The male has 
a thin, rising and falling 
zeeting whistle.

Turkey vultures wob-
bled overhead. Charles 
Darwin saw a vulture 
from the deck of the Bea-
gle in 1835 and called it a 
“disgusting bird” whose 
bald head was “formed to 
wallow in putridity.” That 
was harsh. They are beau-
tiful birds. If it perceives 
a threat, a turkey vulture 
may play dead or project 
offensive smelling vomit 

as a defense. Vultures 
can’t eat and run. They 
might be able to carry 
bits of food in their bills, 
but their feet are use-
less for carrying freight. 
In the ancient practice of 
Tibetan sky burial, a hu-
man corpse is placed on 
a mountaintop to be eat-
en by birds of prey, most 
commonly vultures. This 
tradition is a sustainable 
burial method symboliz-
ing the impermanence of 
life for Buddhists.

I’m honored by each 
bird that visits my yard.

Q&A
Eric Annexstad wrote, 

“For the third year in a row 
we’re having a mid-April 
snowstorm. Any sugges-
tions on what to feed the 
poor robins? We found 
several that perished last 
year.” Cut up apples, or-
anges or pears. Raisins 
are good; blueberries and 
other berries work. Cran-
berries should be excel-
lent, but my yard robins 
don’t seem to enjoy them. 
Softened dog food kibble, 
crumbled suet, sunflower 
hearts or mealworms. The 
problem is that most rob-

ins aren’t feeder birds. An 
easy way to help robins 
discover the fruit is to put 
it in a platform feeder or 
on the ground near a bird 
bath. They don’t always 
make a mad rush to the 
food. Good luck.

Roger Batt, Algona 
asked how to preserve a 
bald-faced hornet nest. It 
isn’t necessary to treat the 
nest in any way. The nest 
will persist if it’s suspend-
ed in a dry location where 
it won’t be damaged by 
handling or vibration.

“How many broods 
does a mourning dove 
have each year?” They 
have two or three in Min-
nesota, with as many 
as five or six broods in 
southern areas.

“Are predators the 
main reasons I’m not see-
ing as many pheasants 
as I once did?” Predators 
don’t eat habitat. Loss of 
habitat is the main prob-
lem and weather fre-
quently piles on.

“Would putting the 
driver’s license photo of 
my husband on the win-
dow discourage a cardinal 
from attacking its image?” 

It might slow the shadow-
boxing of the bird fight-
ing with what it consid-
ers a dastardly, would-be 
usurper if you put it on the 
outside.

“What are predators 
of bats?” Owls, hawks, 
snakes, raccoons, mink, 
weasels, opossums, cats 
and humans.

“Why do turkey vul-
tures have bald heads?” 
Featherless heads are 
easy to keep clean. Vul-
tures tuck their heads 
inside carcasses to feed 
and this adaptation keeps 
heads cleaner. The bare 
skin may play a role in 
thermoregulation.

Thanks for stopping by
“Everybody’s talking 

about people breaking 
into houses but there are 
more people in the world 
who want to break out 
of houses.” — Thornton 
Wilder, 

“Don’t count the days; 
make the days count.” – 
Muhammad Ali

“Out of difficulties grow 
miracles.” — Jean de la 
Bruyere

 Do good.
© Al Batt 2020

The guy from 
just down 
the road
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MCYF Awards
The Martin County 
Youth Foundation 
awarded $21,235 in 
grants to eleven organi-
zations and/or projects in 
May. Grants were given 
to the following organiza-
tions and projects:
Organization: Red Rock 
Center for the Arts, 
$1,500. Project: Afford-
able Art
Opportunities for Youth.
Organization: Fairmont 
Area Chamber of Com-
merce, $2,000. Project: 
Junior Achievement for 
Fairmont Area Schools.
Organization: Project 
1590, $2,000. Project: 3D 
Printing Courses.
Organization: FHS FIRST 
Robotics Team, $3,000. 
Project: Tools, Parts and 
Materials Expansion.
Organization: Highland 
Echoes, Inc., $1,500. Proj-
ect: Youth Arts Learning 
Experience at Fairmont 
Opera House.
Organization: Fairmont 
CER, $2,500. Project: 
Community Youth Activ-
ity Scholarships.
Organization: Heritage 
Acres, $250. Project: 4th 
of July Music Festival Pet-
ting Zoo.
Organization: Martin 
County Area Youth for 
Christ, $2,400. Project: 
Lighthouse Refurbishing 
of Technology.
Organization: Education 
Minnesota Fairmont, 
$400. Project: “Books for 
Kids” End of the Year Pa-
rade distribution.

Organization: Martin 
County West Schools, 
$1,685. Project: 8th Grade 
Courage Retreat.
Organization: Fairmont 
Area Kinship, $4,000. 
Project: Adopt-A-Match.
The Martin County Youth 
Foundation was founded 
in 2000. The organization 
is committed to acquire, 
manage and distribute 
funds to enhance the 
lives of youth in Martin 
County. Since its incep-
tion over 330 youth proj-
ects have received over 
$496,000. September 15 
is the next grant deadline 
for projects beginning 
after November 15. For 
more information, visit 
w w w . ma r t i n c ou nt y y-
outhfoundation.org.
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Don't forget to make your 
2018 IRA contribution.

Drew Schellpeper 
Financial Advisor

1001 East Blue Earth Ave 
Suite B 
Fairmont, MN 56031 
507-238-4244

Member SIPC

Paul Schellpeper
Financial Advisor

1001 East Blue Earth Ave 
Suite B
Fairmont, MN 56031
507-238-4244
www.edwardjones.com

Drew Schellpeper
Financial Advisor

1001 East Blue Earth Ave 
Suite B
Fairmont, MN 56031
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Low interest rates getting 
you down? Let's talk.

Drew Schellpeper 
Financial Advisor

1001 East Blue Earth Ave 
Suite B 
Fairmont, MN 56031 
507-238-4244

Member SIPC
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contribute.

Drew Schellpeper 
Financial Advisor
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Suite B 
Fairmont, MN 56031 
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Are you invested properly? 
Get a second opinion.

Drew Schellpeper 
Financial Advisor

1001 East Blue Earth Ave 
Suite B 
Fairmont, MN 56031 
507-238-4244

Member SIPC

Leo Krumholz of 
Fairmont will cel-
ebrate his 95th birth-
day on Sunday. Leo 
was born June 7, 
1925. Cards will reach 
him at 449 Day St.,  
Fairmont,MN.

A CARD shower will be 
held for Hunter Payne, 
bride to be of Nick Steffel. 
Hunter and Nick will be 
married on August 14th, 
2020 in Olivia, MN.  Due 
to Covid-19, we are un-
able to celebrate them in 
a traditional way but don't 
want them to miss out on 
this experience.   During 
the week of June 8th let's 
"shower" them with a 
card, and enclose a favor-
ite recipe (they both love 
to cook) along with wed-
ding wishes.  Hunter's ad-
dress is:  206 S 7th Ave E, 
Truman, MN  56088.
Hunter is the daughter of 
Doug & Rachelle Payne, 
Nick is the son of Greg 
and Sheila Steffel.

Five Lakes Centre
Fairmont, Minnesota

bridal
registry
�Free gift�
when you register.

Morgan Williamson

Levi Ringnell.....September 12

after rebate! 

We will be closed 
Saturday, Sunday 
and Monday for 
Memorial Day 

Weekend

Temporary Hours: Monday-Friday 9:00-5:00 pm; Saturday 9-2 pm

CongratulationsCongratulations
Denny Harris on your Retirement!

Thanks for over 30 years of expert flooring installation. 
The BEST installer in Southern Minnesota and Northern Iowa will be missed!!

Best of luck in retirement!Best of luck in retirement!

BONNIE BAARTS of 
Northrop will cele-
brate her 80th birth-
day. She was born 
June 14, 1940. Cards 
can reach her at 314 
S. Judson, Northrop, 
MN 56075.

Congratulations to 
Courtney Pytleski, 2020 
graduate from GHEC 
for being named the 
recipient of the Ryan 
Mortensen Memorial 
Scholarship. Court-
ney is the daughter of 
Lia and Chris Pytleski. 
Courtney¹s future plans 
include studying to be 
a kindergarten teacher. 
The Ryan Mortensen Me-
morial fund was estab-
lished in 2017 as a 501(c)
(3) non-profit organiza-
tion.

 In September of 2019, 
the East Chain Activ-
ity Center (formerly East 
Chain School) received 
a grant to construct a 10 
x 40 foot overhang on 
the south entrance of the 
building. Volunteers had 
poured a cement slab and 
laid fresh rock to the ex-
isting parking lot in 2018, 
but Dale Jensen had even 
greater ideas to improve 
the safety and usability of 
the “big gym” entrance. 

Local folks who come 
regularly for Sunday open 
gym can attest that the 
previous condition of the 
entrance was slippery 
and dangerous during 
the winter months when 
icicles fell from the roof 
above. The south entrance 
is the most utilized of any 
at the center as parties, 
meetings, and weddings 
load and unload supplies, 
forklifts, food containers, 
and decorations through 
the double and single 

doors. 
The new overhang, 

complete with lights, will 
now cover a space where 
many guests congregate 
to get fresh air during an 
event. Ryan Donohue 
Construction designed 
the overhang and was 
critical to the start of con-
struction, which began 
after harvest. A few neigh-
bors and alumni com-
pleted the bulk of it from 
January to March. Steve 
Shumski polished off the 
trim and siding in early 
May. Supplies were pur-
chased from Lamperts. 

Thanks to Dale, Brady, 
Tristan, Russell, and Eli 
Jensen, Neil Jensen, Dan-
iel Calkins, and Aaron 
Benck for lending a hand. 
Again, a HUGE thanks for 
the Martin County Area 
Foundation for the grant 
that made purchasing the 
supplies for this project 
possible!

United Hospital Dis-
trict (UHD) of Blue Earth 
announces the expansion 
of their Family Medicine 
department with the ar-
rival of new provider 
Angie Pickerel, a Family 
Nurse Practitioner who is 
seeing patients in UHD’s 
Blue Earth Clinic. 

Newly relocated from 
Colorado, Ms. Pickerel 

holds a Doctor of Nursing 
Practice degree, which is 
the highest level of train-
ing for a nurse practitio-
ner. She comes to UHD 
with 13 years of nursing 
and leadership experi-
ence, including roles as a 
charge nurse and precep-
tor for a busy Labor and 
Delivery unit with Neo-
natal Intensive Care. She 
also has technical exper-
tise with electronic health 
record and has served as 
an Emergency Medical 
Technician. 

UHD CEO Rick Ash 
stated, “We are very 
pleased to have Angie join 
the UHD team. Her focus 
on quality rural health-
care with a full scope 
continuum of care is a tre-
mendous addition to our 
healthcare team.” 

Angie brings the pro-
vider total to 10 in UHD’s 
Family Medicine depart-

ment. The busy team 
covers all areas of gen-
eral healthcare, includ-
ing pediatrics, adolescent 
health, men’s and wom-
en’s health and aging is-
sues. They provide diag-
nosis and treatment for 
a wide variety of issues, 
including routine care, 
and additionally provide 
referrals for specialized 
services. Angie will see 
patients of all ages and 
has a special interest in 
women’s health and new-
born care. 

UHD, located in Blue 
Earth, MN, is a system of 
care comprised of a 25-
bed acute care hospital, 
comprehensive outpa-
tient services, ambulance 
service and home health/
hospice care all support-
ed by a 20-plus multi-
specialty provider group 
with four clinic locations 
across two counties. 

UHD adds 
family nurse 
practitioner

East Chain Activity Center 
thanks MCAF

Red Cross: 
Urgent need 
for blood 
donations 

The American Red 
Cross has an urgent need 
for blood donations to pre-
vent another blood short-
age as hospitals resume 
surgical procedures and 
patient treatments that 
were temporarily paused 
earlier this spring in re-
sponse to the COVID-19 
pandemic.

Fairmont
Wednesday, June 3: 12 

p.m. - 6 p.m., Holiday Inn, 
1201 Torgerson Drive

Thursday, June 4: 9 a.m. 
- 2 p.m., Holiday Inn, 1201 
Torgerson Drive

 Sherburn
Monday, June 8: 1 p.m. 

- 5 p.m., Assembly of God 
Regional Worship Center, 
2 Crossroad Drive

Thanks to Amazon, all 
those who come to give 
June 1-30 will receive a $5 
Amazon.com Gift Card via 
email.

Healthy individuals 
who are feeling well are 
asked to make an ap-
pointment to donate in 
the weeks and months 
ahead by downloading 
the free Red Cross Blood 
Donor App, visiting Red-
CrossBlood.org, calling 
1-800-RED CROSS (1-800-
733-2767) or enabling the 
Blood Donor Skill on any 
Alexa Echo device.

 In recent weeks, hos-
pital demand for blood 
products has grown by 
30% after sharply declin-
ing in early April amid 
this rapidly changing and 
complex public health 
crisis. At the same time, 
blood drives continue 
to be canceled as many 
businesses and commu-
nity organizations remain 
closed. Donors are needed 
to make and keep sched-
uled appointments to help 
meet the current need.
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The Fairmont City Hall, 
Public Works, and SMEC 
buildings will reopen 
to the public on June 1, 
2020.  Members of the 
public are encouraged 
to continue to conduct 
business with city staff 
via phone  (507)238-9461 
or email (citygov@fair-
mont.org) to the extent 
possible.  

The Liquor Store will 
resume regular operat-
ing hours starting June 8, 
2020.

Residents visiting city 

buildings are requested 
to follow health and safe-
ty guidelines and keep a 
safe distance from em-
ployees and other visi-
tors.  The wearing of face 
masks is highly encour-
aged while visiting city 
hall.

If you are sick or show-
ing any symptoms of CO-
VID-19, please stay home 
and conduct your busi-
ness with the city over the 
phone or by email.
 

Hanna Reischl 
Named to 
Mount Marty 
College Spring 
2020 Dean's 
List
YANKTON, SD (May 27, 
2020) - Hanna Reischl 
of Fairmont, MN, was 
recently named to the 
Dean's List of Mount 
Marty College (MMC) in 
Yankton, South Dakota, 
for the Spring 2020 se-
mester.

The MMC Dean's List 
comprises undergradu-
ate students completing 
a full-time load of graded 
coursework with a mini-
mum term GPA of 3.5.

Founded in 1936 by the 
Sisters of Sacred Heart 
Monastery, Mount Mar-

ty College is a Catholic, 
Benedictine institution 
of higher education lo-
cated along the bluffs 
of the Missouri River in 
Yankton, South Dakota, 
with additional locations 
in Watertown and Sioux 
Falls. Mount Marty offers 
undergraduate and grad-
uate degrees with par-
ticular focus on student 
and alumni success in 
high-demand fields such 
as health sciences, edu-
cation, criminal justice, 
business, accounting, 
recreation management 
and more. A community 
of learners in the Bene-
dictine tradition, Mount 
Marty emphasizes aca-
demic excellence and 
develops well-rounded 
students with intellec-
tual competence, profes-
sional and personal skills 
and moral, spiritual and 
social values. To learn 
more, visit mountmarty.
edu.

Fishing Gear & 
Boat Blessing June 
6th at 1:30 pm

Father Brian Mulligan 
from St. John Vianney 
Catholic Church will be 
blessing boats and fish-
ing gear and praying for a 

safe season on the water 
for all boaters and an-
glers. 

Bring your boat to 
the south shore of Hall 
lake (Fujan’s shoreline) 
around 1:30 on Saturday, 
June 4th. All boats are 
welcome -  from canoes 
to pontoon boats.

MSU spring 
graduates

Minnesota State Uni-
versity, Mankato awarded 
2,367 degrees to 2,294 
students at the end of the 
spring 2020 semester, with 
this spring’s graduates 
celebrated through a spe-
cial website that launched 
Saturday, May 9, the day 
on which the University’s 
three traditional gradu-
ation ceremonies were 
scheduled but cancelled 
because of the COVID-19 
pandemic. 

Each graduate also re-
ceived personalized URL 
video messages by email 
on May 9, and “com-
mencement-in-a-box” 
packages were shipped to 
each graduate the week 
before graduation.

Graduates from our 

area include:
Armstrong, IA - Dani-

elle Tirevold, BS, Rec, 
Parks & Leisure Services

Dunnell, MN - Jennifer 
Petersen, MS, Counseling 
and Student Personnel

Fairmont, MN - Tyler 
Benschoter, MAT, Educa-
tion

 Micah De Boer, BS, 
Law Enforcement, Cum 
Laude

 Megan Petrowiak, BS, 
Biology

Swea City, IA - Kayla 
Farland, BS, Management

Truman, MN - Louis 
Sanders, BS, Communica-
tion Studies

More information 
about the Minnesota State 
Mankato spring 2020 
commencement is avail-
able at http://mnsu.edu/
mavgrad2020.

Alexis Lunn of Fair-
mont has been named 
to the Dean’s List for the 
Spring 2020 semester at 
Mercy College of Health 
Sciences in Des Moines, 
Iowa. To qualify for this 
academic recognition, 
students must attain a 
grade point average (GPA) 
between 3.50 and 3.749, 
in their most recent se-
mester, for a minimum of 

six credit hours. To learn 
more about the health sci-
ence programs offered at 
Mercy College, visit our 
website at http://www.
mchs.edu. Mercy College 
is the only Catholic col-
lege in Central Iowa and is 
accredited by the Higher 
Learning Commission 
of the North Central As-
sociation of Colleges and 
Schools.

SJV 4th quarter 
honor roll

            GRADE 5		
High Honors

CLARE STRIEMER
“B” Honor Roll

MAKENNA FISCHER
NORAH HEILLE

LEO JUAREZ 
REGINA OBERBECK
JONAH STRIEMER

               GRADE 6	
High Honors

THOMAS HAMLET
ELLA KRAHMER
BRYLEE MILLER

ISAAC STONE
        “B” Honor Roll	 	

BELINDA LUTTERMAN
ETHAN SIEBRING

SETH SIEBRING

Seth Hughes from 
Fairmont, a senior at Wis-
consin Lutheran College, 
has been named to the 
college’s Dean’s List for 
the spring 2020 semester. 
Seth is a graduate of Rocky 
Mountain Lutheran High 
School.

To be eligible for Dean’s 
List, a student must carry 
a semester GPA of 3.6 or 
higher.

Wisconsin Lutheran 
College (WLC) is an inde-
pendent Christian college 
grounded in the liberal 
arts and located on the 
border of Milwaukee and 
Wauwatosa.

Pandemic 
brings to light 
importance of 
an advance 
directive

The COVID-19 (coro-
navirus) pandemic has 
brought a keen awareness 
of our own mortality into 
clear focus. Even if you are 
not sick now, planning for 
health care in the future, 
such as having an advance 
directive, is an important 
step toward making sure 
you get the medical care 
you may want to receive, 
especially during these 
times of a pandemic.

Advance directives 
help guide choices for 
doctors and caregivers if 
you’re terminally ill, seri-
ously injured, in a coma, 
in the late stages of de-
mentia or near the end of 
life.

“A traditional advanced 
directive does not go into 
the level of specificity 
necessary to address the 
possible progression of 
decline, especially some-
thing like COVID-19,” says 
Art Peek, Advance Care 
Planning Coordinator at 
Mayo Clinic Health Sys-
tem. “This is a good time 
for families and loved 
ones to review their cur-
rent directive or if you 
haven’t done one yet, to 
really consider doing one.”

Since COVID-19 is a 

new disease, there is very 
little clinical information 
related to treatment op-
tions and likely outcomes. 
Hospitalized patients with 
COVID-19 can spend two 
to three times longer on 
a ventilator than patients 
who do not have the coro-
navirus. Therefore, the 
chance of survival is likely 
to be lower, and the recov-
ery for those who do sur-
vive may be difficult.

“With COVID-19 being 
a more aggressive disease, 
having the most difficult 
questions answered will 
lend a road map to help 
answer two key questions 
— who makes decisions 
when you can’t, and if 
critically ill what level of 
life support do you desire,” 
adds Gina Zumach, a cer-
tified social worker with 
patient and family servic-
es at Mayo Clinic Health 
System. 

“Never has it been 
more important, or more 
helpful, to complete an 
advance directive. Your 
doctors, your loved ones 
and you will appreciate 
it, in advance,” Peek says. 
“Whether or not we are in 
a worldwide pandemic, 
having a Power of Attor-
ney for healthcare in place 
is one of the greatest gifts 
you can give your loved 
ones. It should provide 
comfort to them and to 
you that your healthcare 
wishes will be followed.” 

New to 
Medicare 
Virtual Class

Learning what to do 
when you become eligible 
for Medicare can seem 
overwhelming. This class 
is for people who will be 
new to Medicare and 
would like to learn about 
Medicare Parts A, B, C 
and D. 

WHAT: New to Medi-
care Virtual Class

WHEN: Thursday, June 
18th from 3:30 p.m. to 
5:30 p.m. and Wednesday, 
June 24th, from 8:30 a.m. 
to 10:30 a.m.

WHERE: Online Virtual 
Class

Please contact Senior 
Linkage Line to sign up for 
the class, as space is lim-
ited. Call the Senior Link-
Age Line at 1-800-333-
2433 Monday through 
Friday from 8:00 a.m. to 

4:30 p.m.
Topics will include a 

comprehensive introduc-
tion to Medicare includ-
ing what Medicare covers, 
supplemental insurance 
and Part D prescription 
coverage. During the class 
you will learn the Medi-
care enrollment details, 
how to get the most from 
your benefits and how to 
research your Medicare 
plan options using the 
Medicare.gov site. The 
Senior LinkAge Line is a 
service of the Minnesota 
Board on Aging in part-
nership with Minnesota’s 
local area agencies on ag-
ing. It is the state’s federal-
ly designated State Health 
Insurance Assistance Pro-
gram (SHIP) and Senior 
Medicare Patrol (SMP). 
Visit www.Minnesota-
Help.info® to chat with a 
specialist during business 
hours.

CER Update for 
June and July

COVID 19 challenges 
abound this summer 
especially in providing 
“Learning and Leisure 
Opportunities For All 
Ages” which is CER’s Mis-
sion.  

It is with deep regret, 
but prioritizing safety 
for all, that the Fairmont 
CER programs for T-ball, 
Girls Softball, Youth Sport 
Camps (Basketball, Vol-
leyball, Tennis, Football) 
Roller Skating, Team Ten-
nis, Baton Twirling, Ar-
chery, Canvas Creations, 
Legos Design, Acrylic 
Beach Pour, Makerspace 
Mondays, Babysitting, 
Home Alone, Defensive 
Driving, Scuba Diving, 
Summer Symphony and 
Fishing with Friends are 
Cancelled.  The July FCA 
Junior Sports Camp and 
Fairmont Summer Run 
are also cancelled.  

CER staff are explor-
ing virtual programming 
options and kits for the 
Fairmont Summer Play-
ground, Summer Reads 
VISTA and cooperative 
programs offered in part-
nership with other sites.  
Watch for updates on 
these programs and feel 
free to register or call if 
you are interested.  

Fairmont Community 
Education and Recreation 
Is Here To Serve You! 
CER staff are available by 
phone (507-235-3141), 
email or Facebook and we 
look forward to assisting 
you as a resource and re-
ferral service as well.  Your 

ideas and suggestions are 
always welcome!

* * * 
CER Adult Basic 

Education and GED 
Prep Opportunities  

Adult Basic Educa-
tion for age 17 or older, 
and not enrolled in K-12, 
is continuing to happen 
via Distance Learning 
options and other study 
resources with Instructor 
telephone/email contact. 

Learn English, Prepare 
for Your GED, Improve 
Reading-Math-Writing 
Skills, Basic Computer 
Skills and much more.   
New adult learners are 
welcome to join at any 
time by contacting Fair-
mont Community Educa-
tion and Recreation di-
rectly (507-235-3141.) 

Registration can be 
done over the phone and 
adult learners will be en-
rolled in the most appro-
priate distance learning 
program as well as as-
signed to an ABE teacher 
to maintain weekly con-
tact.  

Hands-on learning 
packets to help adult 
learners improve skills in 
reading, math, budgeting, 
financial literacy, work 
readiness, resume writing 
and GED Preparation are 
available and also can be 
customized to fit specific 
needs.

GED Testing Centers 
have also been given per-
mission to open with spe-
cific guidelines.  Please 
contact CER or your local 
center for more informa-
tion.

Band concerts 
cancelled

To the Editor,
After much discussion 

and deep consideration, 
the Fairmont City Band 
Board has sadly decided 
to cancel the 2020 sum-
mer band season due to 
the Covid-19 pandemic. 
We feel this is what’s best 
for the health and safety of 
all our band and audience 
members.  

We eagerly look for-
ward to the 2021 season 
and hope band members 
and the community will 
join us once again.  Thank 
you.

Sincerely,
Fairmont City Band 

Board
Dianne Bittenbinder
Nancy Gunther
Doug Langford
Bob Lintelman
Carolyn Oanes
Jennifer Tow

Heavens Table Food 
Shelf in coordination with 
Second Harvest Heart-
land will be providing  a 
free emergency food dis-
tribution to the residents 
of Martin County. This is 
an effort by the USDA to 
connect farm fresh prod-
uct with families that have 
a need.  

The distribution will 
be on Monday, June 8 
from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. at 
the Fairmont High School 
parking lot.  Please en-
ter the lot at the west en-
trance, circle the lot to the 
horseshoe drive and exit 
by the east entrance.  

You will receive three 
boxes. One will be pro-
duce, the second will be 
poultry and pork meat 
products and the third will 
be a variety of dairy prod-
ucts.  

Due to the three box 
load please be aware of a 
limit of two families per 
car, with a representative 
of each family in the car.  
We will collect data of the 
ages of family members 
only. This distribution is 
open to the public and 
is free to all who attend. 
Please mark your calen-
dar.

Emergency food distribution
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Amaryllis J. 
Hensley, 87 

A service celebrating 
the life of Amaryllis J. 
Hensley, 87, of Lakefield, 
MN, originally from El-
more, MN, were held at 
Lakeview Funeral Home 
in Fairmont, MN. Burial 
was in Riverview Cem-
etery in Elmore, MN. 
Amaryllis passed away 
peacefully on Monday, 
May 25th, 2020, at her 
home in Lakefield, MN. 
The Lakeview Funeral 
Home and Cremation 
Service of Fairmont as-

sisted the family with ar-
rangements.

Amaryllis J. (Hundt) 
Hensley was born in El-
more, MN, the daugh-
ter of Ernest and Esther 
(Sharp) Hundt. She re-
ceived her education 
attending school in El-
more, MN. On June 29, 
1949, Amaryllis was unit-
ed in marriage to Joseph 
Paul Sr. To this union, 
two children were born, 
Teresa and Joe. Joseph 
passed away in 1973, but 
Amaryllis was fortunate 
to find love again when 
she met and married 
John C. Hensley in 1982 

and welcomed his two 
sons, Ron and John R. 
into the family.

Amaryllis made her 
home in Minnesota, 
Iowa, and Tennessee be-
fore returning to Iowa 
and finally making her 
home in Lakefield, MN, 
near her granddaugh-
ter. She took great pride 
in a hard day’s work and 
worked many years in 
the meat industry. Fol-
lowing her retirement, 
Amaryllis, worked for 
Wal-Mart until her health 
prevented her from do-
ing so. Amaryllis loved 
spending time and the 

companionship she 
found with her cat, Missy 
and enjoyed staying in 
touch with friends and 
family over Facebook. 
She was a wonderful in-
terior decorator and had 
a green thumb, growing 
many flowers and plants 
throughout the years.

Left to cherish her 
memory are her chil-
dren, Joe Paul and Teresa 
Newville; step-children, 
Ron (Tami) Hensley and 
John R. (Tracy) Hensley; 
grandchildren, Shelly 
(Larry) Wendel, Heather 
(John) Gilderhaus, Kerry 
Schmidt, Jason Ziemer, 

Aaron Ziemer, Andy 
Ziemer, Sarah (Max) 
Longley, Jenny (Matt) 
Schuster, Kelly Koehnen 
and Kim Mosloski; step-
grandchildren, Nolan 
Hensley, Jack Hensley, 
Cole Hensley, and Logan 
Hensley; one brother, 
Ralph Hundt; 32 great-
grandchildren; 10 great-
great-grandch i ldren; 
as well as many other 
extended family and 
friends.

Amaryllis was preced-
ed in death by her par-
ents, Ernest and Esther 
Hundt, and husband, 
John C. Hensley.

Obituary Notices

Iris M. 
Wokasch, 89 

A service celebrating 
the life of Iris M. Wo-
kasch, 89, of Fairmont, 
MN, was held at St. John’s 
United Church of Christ 
in Fairmont. Burial was 
held in Lakeside Cem-
etery. Iris passed away 
Thursday afternoon, May 
28th, 2020, at Goldfinch 
Memory Care in Fair-
mont, MN. The Lakeview 
Funeral Home and Cre-
mation Service of Fair-
mont is assisting the fam-
ily with arrangements.

Iris M. (Nelson) Wo-
kasch was born on Feb-
ruary 24th, 1931, in Com-

frey, MN, the daughter of 
Alexander and Alma (Ad-
ams) Nelson. She began 
her education attending 
school in Comfrey be-
fore moving to Fairmont 
and later graduated high 
school in Yakima, Wash-
ington. 

On October 6th, 1951, 
Iris was united in mar-
riage to Robert Wokasch. 
Together the couple 
made their home in Fair-
mont and were blessed 
with three children, Lin-
da, Scott, and Cynthia. 

Iris worked for the 
Fairmont Telephone 

Company for a few years 
and was then blessed 
to be able to be a stay at 
home mom while her 
children were young. In 
1970, Iris began working 
at Madsen’s until 1981 
when she began working 
at Hardees as a Manager 
until her retirement in 
2002.

Iris was a member of 
St. John’s UCC church 
for over 69 years and was 
very active in various 
groups within the church. 
In her spare time, she 
treasured spending time 
with family and friends.

Left to cherish her 
memory are her children, 
Linda (Roger) Rasche, 
Scott (Tammy) Wokasch, 
and Cynthia (Terry) 
Boesch; grandchildren, 
Jason Rasche, Jonathan 
Rasche, Jennifer Rasche, 
Jill McKeown, Derik Gar-
ry, Amber Menke, and 
Melissa Wokasch; great-
grandchildren, Cobi, Ky-
ley, Madison, Carly, Ella, 
Brea, Clarissa, Alexis, 
Jevin, Nova, and Titan; 
a special niece, Carmen 
(James) Bornzin; as well 
as several other nieces 
and nephews, extend-

ed family and a host of 
friends.

Iris was preceded in 
death by her parents, 
Alexander, and Alma 
Nelson; husband, Rob-
ert Wokasch; father-in-
law and mother-in-law, 
Floyd and Harriet Wo-
kasch; two sisters, Mer-
cedes Stevens and Loris 
Jean Gradine; and four 
brothers, James Nelson, 
Jerry Nelson, Mick Nel-
son, and Allen Nelson.

www.lakeviewfuneral-
home.net

sandy@fairmontphotopress.com

Jason R.
D iekmann , 
49

Jason Ronald Diek-
mann, 49, passed away 
peacefully May 31 from 
a massive stroke he suf-
fered on May 20th, 2020 
in Omaha, NE.

The family will hold 
a public celebration of 
life at a later date, due to 

COVID. Burial will be at 
Lakeside Cemetary, Fair-
mont, MN.

Jason Ronald Diek-
mann was born Jan. 3rd 
1971 in Fairmont, MN. 
Jason attended Truman 
schools, graduating in 
1989. He held differ-
ent jobs throughout life. 
Presently he was em-
ployed at Heartland Re-
tirement Group.

If you weren’t his 
friend when you met 

him, you were his friend 
when you left him.

He enjoyed spending 
time with his daughters, 
family and many friends. 
He enjoyed football, es-
pecially the Minnesota 
Vikings, a true blue fan; 
auto racing, riding his 
Harley, travelling, espe-
cially his recent trips to 
Florida with Carla.

Left to cherish is mem-
ory are his parents, Le-
Roy and Christine Diek-

mann, daughters Nika, 
Zoey and Lainie.; grand-
children Aidyn, Jalee and 
Jager; his sister and her 
husband Tasha (Casey) 
Kester and their children, 
Tyler, Natalie, Luke and 
Gavin; his girlfriend and 
soulmate, Carla and her 
children Lauren, Kassi-
dy, Nicolle, Michael and 
Berkley; special friend 
Jake Mayer; many aunts, 
uncles, cousins and 
many wonderful friends 

who will miss him dearly.
Jason was preceded 

death by brother-in-law, 
Jeff Abel; grandparents 
Julie and Harold Diek-
mann, Ronald and Bil-
lye Osland, step-grand-
mother Dorothy Osland.

Thank you Carla and 
Jake for being there with 
him and being his voice 
when he did not have 
one.

May 22 - Arvid E. Binde, 78, Fairmont. Lakeview 
Funeral and Cremation Service

May 24 - Valeen Meyer, 102, Truman. Zaharia 
Family Funeral and Cremation Service

May 25 - Ignatius P. Maday, 96, Sherburn. Kramer 
Funeral Service

May 28 - Iris Wokasch, 89, Fairmont. Lakeview Fu-
neral and Cremation Service

IN MEMORIAM - ONE YEAR AGO
May 24 - Paul R. Groskreutz, 94, Sherburn
May 26 - Kathy L. Ferguson, 70, Elmore
May 27 - Patrick “Pat” J. Murphy, 71, Fairmont
May 28 - Bonnie Larsen, 74, East Chain
May 28 - Craig Breitbarth, 62, Truman
May 29 - Jennifer N. Ommundson, 32, Lewisville
May 30 - Constance “Connie” I. Krahmer, 78, Fair-

mont
June 1 - Arlo W. Gustafson, 93, Fairmont
June 1 - LaVeda M. Roy, 83, Fairmont
June 1 - Debra L. Belgard, 65, South Branch
June 1 - Dustin Nelson, 25, Trimont
June 1 - Paul E. Berhow, 67, Truman

Patent Pending 
Players Spring 
News 2020

We certainly wish it 
were better news. As we 
step up to do our part 
during the Covid 19 situ-
ation we have canceled 
our summer play. Natalie 
Henriksen was directing 
and ready to start look-
ing at plays. We want our 
supporters to know we 
do value your support 
through the years and al-
though we do not have a 
2020 season we are still 
responsible for paying our 
insurance for the year. If 
you can help support us 
financially with a dona-
tion to our 501c3 organi-
zation it would be greatly 
appreciated during this 
unprecedented time. This 

is new territory for us, as 
well.

An artistic venture 
we entered into with Jeff 
Speltz of Armstrong could 
be a good way to show 
your support as well. Jeff 
has issued a print of our 
beloved building. The 
print is offered for sale by 
Speltz Studio, Armstrong, 
IA 712-868-3001 or Dave 
Harner 515-272-4556 or 
515-320-1902. PPP re-
ceives a percentage of the 
proceeds based on the 
number of prints sold. 

Our Patent Pending 
Players Community The-
atre, the Swea Township 
“Community Hall” was 
built in 1888 as the Swed-
ish Baptist Church of the 
town of Swea, located two 
miles north of its pres-
ent location. Swea at that 
time had the local post of-
fice. The town of Reynolds 
which was located where 
Swea City is now had 
the railroad and depot. 
They merged in 1895 and 
formed Swea City as we 
know it today. When the 
Swedish Baptist Church 
closed in 1920, the build-
ing was sold to Swea 
Township. It was moved 

by horses two miles south 
to its present location on 
Highway 9. 

The “Community Hall” 
has quite a history. Resi-
dents of the township 
took pride in it. It was 
“home” for many orga-
nizations over the years. 
Meetings that were held 
there include: Farm Bu-
reau, Swea Homemak-
ers, Swea Sunbeams 4-H 
Club, and Swea-Harrison 
4-H Club. The building 
also served as a place for 
youth parties, basket so-
cials, bridal showers, and 
Christmas programs. The 
Community Hall was a 
voting hall for the town-
ship until 1990. It not only 
serves as a theater today 
but has been used for 
auctions, Swea City his-
torical events and church 
services.

Donations can be 
made payable to Patent 
Pending Players and are 
tax deductible. Please 
mail to David G. Harner, 
4402 40th Avenue, Swea 
City Ia. Memberships are 
still $100 for a friend and 
$25 for a Patron. Thank 
you for your support!

Board members: Da-

vid G. Harner, President; 
Arlyn Valivick, Vice Presi-
dent; Denise L. V. Harner, 
Secretary and Treasurer; 
Lois Harrison, Lisa Hen-
riksen, Mitch Mart.

Week of June 3, 1970
Fairmont GO an-

nounced they had topped 
their goal of $200,000 in a 
fund-raiser to purchase 
a 160-acre tract just west 
of Fairmont for industrial 
purposes.

* * * 
Walter F. Mondale, 

United States Senator 
from Minnesota, was 
commencement speaker 
at Fairmont High School’s 
graduation exercises. Born 
in neighboring Ceylon, he 
became Minnesota Attor-
ney General in 1960 and 
U.S. Senator in 1964 at the 
age of 36.

* * * 
Groundbreaking for 

Fairmont’s $3.9 million 
hospital took place at the 
49.9-acre building site 
at the “triangle” west of 
Highway 15 in southeast 
Fairmont.
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One Veteran’s 
Story – Mike Wolter

garding his military expe-
rience:  “My service with 
the Marine Corps is still 
remembered to this day 
and the feeling is the duty 
was honorable.  I do wish 
the reason for my service 
was more honorable.”

Wolter served four 
years, three months, and 
twenty-eight days and 
was promoted to Captain 
on January 1, 1970.  The 
awards and decorations 
he received include the 
Air Medal “1-59” refer-
ring to making over 1,000 
landings of which many 
were on insecure land-
ing zones. In addition, 
he received the Vietnam 
Service and Campaign 
Medals, Combat Action 
Ribbon, Meritorious Unit 
Citation, Vietnam Cross 
of Gallantry and frame, 
and the Navy Commen-
dation Medal w/Combat 
“V.”  This was awarded for 
meritorious service as the 
awardee was recognized 
for exposure to personal 
hazard and direct partici-
pation in combat opera-

tions.
Upon his 

h o n o r a b l e 
discharge, he 
returned to 
California and 
attended the 
Los Angeles 
County Sher-
iff Academy 
becoming a 
deputy sher-
iff.  Shortly 
thereafter, he 
became a Cal-
ifornia game 
warden serv-
ing in Baker, 
B a r s t o w , 

Solvang, Bishop, Alturas, 
and Chino.  After thirty 
years and two promotions 
as a game warden he re-
tired in 2003.  In 2015, fol-
lowing the passing of his 
wife, he moved back to 
East Chain and currently 
lives in the home he grew 
up on by the lake.

Regarding the Cobra 
Helicopter to be located 
in Fairmont, he believes 
that having it is an appro-
priate addition.  The Co-
bra Gunship Helicopters 
played an important role 
during the Vietnam era 
and they were instrumen-
tal in keeping the troops 
on the ground alive.

The Bell Rotary Wing 
Attack Helicopter will be 
dedicated on August 1, 
2020, at the Martin Coun-
ty Veterans’ Memorial 
Site on Winnebago Av-
enue in Fairmont.  Watch 
the local media for the ex-
act time of the event and 
other activities planned 
for that day.

Martin County’s Vet-
erans’ Memorial Site will 
have a Bell Cobra Rotary 
Wing Attack Helicopter 
on display.  This helicop-
ter was a stalwart of the 
U. S. Army’s attack avia-
tion serving in both Viet-
nam and Laos from 1968-
1971, often saving the 
lives of many American 
soldiers. There are many 
Martin County veterans 
that have experienced 
helicopter service as well.  
The following is the ac-
count of the experiences 
of one Martin County 
veteran, East Chain na-
tive Mike Wolter.

“A total of 5,086 chop-
pers, about 42%, were 
destroyed by enemy fire, 
bad weather, mechani-

cal snafus and the other 
bad hands war routinely 
deals those sent to fight it. 
The toll among those who 
flew for a living: 2,002 
pilots killed and 2,704 
crew chiefs and gunners 
dead. That’s about 7% 
of the 58,000 American 
troops killed in Vietnam. 
But along the way, they 
helped rescue more than 
90,000 wounded—more 
than half of them Ameri-
can—and saved untold 
thousands of lives.” 

Mike Wolter was one 
of those helicopter pi-
lots who flew missions in 
Vietnam.  Wolter was one 
of twenty-four gradu-
ates of East Chain High 
School in 1961.  His father 
and four uncles served in 
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• Farm & Highway
Tire Service

• Large Variety of 
Tires For Your

 Auto, Light Truck, 
Truck & Farm

• Wheel Balancing
• TPMS Service

• Shocks & Struts
• Oil Changes & 

Brakes

State Hwy 15 So. - Truman, MN 56088

PLEASE call first for 
appointment - you can 
drop off  your vehicle
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CRYSTAL CRYSTAL 

CLEAR CLEAR 

REBATEREBATE

$5         Wiper blade 
MAIL-IN MAIL-IN REBATEREBATE

Get a $5 wiper blade mail-in rebate with the purchase of 
two Mopar or Magneti Marelli offered by Mopar Beam 
Wiper blades. See us for details. Expires 6/30/2020

Call Today For An Appointment! 238-4444

We accept  approved  
personal checks

OIL CHANGE SPECIAL
Summer Car Care

$5 off
conventional

oil change

Offer expires Aug 31, 2019

Militello Motors
1029 N. State St., Fairmont, MN

$10 off
Synthetic
oil change

Ask About Our Money Saving 
Oil Change Packages

Plus FREE multi-point inspection

NICK’S BODY SHOP
Brad and Brian Nickerson

Jared and Cade
Glass Replacement

• We work with Insurance Companies
• We use O.E.M. Glass
• 4 Certifi ed Technicians
• Stone Chip Repair
• Free Estimates

Hwy. 15 South, Truman, MN • (507) 776-8448

Complete
Body Work

Expert
Refi nishing

Lenny Tvedten, Director, Martin County Historical Society

World War II and many of 
his heroes were military 
personnel.

In the fall of Wolter’s 
senior year of college at 
Wisconsin State Univer-
sity in Stevens Point, Wis-
consin, Marine Corps re-
cruiters were on campus.  
After visiting with the re-
cruiters, he soon found 
himself in a C-119 Boxcar 
flying to Minneapolis for 
aviation testing. Follow-
ing testing, the Marine 
Corps offered him pilot 
training upon graduating 
from college and com-
pleting Officer Candidate 
School in Quantico, Vir-
ginia.  His commitment 
would be for three years 
upon receiving his avia-
tor wings. 

Wolter took basic 
training at the Marine 
Corps Officer Candidate 
School in Quantico, Vir-
ginia, followed by flight 
training at Naval Air Sta-
tion in Pensacola, Flori-
da.  He received addition-
al helicopter training in 
California at LTA (Lighter 
Than Air) Station in San-
ta Ana.  While at Santa 
Ana he received orders 
for Vietnam and, conse-
quently, arrived there on 
June 1, 1968.  

His assignment in 
Vietnam was with HMM-
165, MAG-36 at Phu Bai 
near Hue.  HMM stands 
for Helicopter Marine 
Medium and MAG is 
Marine Air Group.  Their 
squadron nickname was 
“White Knights” and their 
call sign was “Lady Ace.”

His thirteen-month 
tour of duty in Vietnam 
was to support the Ma-
rines on the ground.  This 
included the following:  
missions of troop strikes 
starting a new assault; re-
supply of primarily food, 
water and ammunition; 
medevac; recon inserts 
and extracts; and admin-
istrative and test hops re-
quired after maintenance 
to test repairs.  They also 
supported the Vietnam-
ese and the ROK (Repub-
lic of Korea) Marines.

Their CH-46 helicop-
ter consisted of a crew of 
four: two pilots; a crew 
chief; and a gunner.  The 

pilot and copilot seats 
were iron to deflect small 
arms fire and the crew 
wore Kevlar vests and 
carried sidearms.  Wolter 
carried a .38 caliber re-
volver. 

The “grunts” on the 
ground in the field de-
pended, to a large extent, 
on the helicopers for their 
food, water, ammo, and 
transportation.  In addi-
tion, removing the dead 
and wounded was also 
a significant part of their 
mission.  

Wolter kept a diary of 
his tour of duty.  A brief 
summary of some exam-
ples of missions he en-
countered are as follows:

•	 Hauled forces, 
supplies and troops;

•	 Unloaded troops 
from ships; ran one 
medevac; hauled several 
KIA’s and experienced 
the “smell of death;” and 
did some resupplying.

•	 T h a n k s g i v i n g 
Day, extracted two recon 
teams; hauled hot chow 
(turkey) to Marines in the 
field.

•	 Squadron flew 
1,424 hours; moved 750 
tons of cargo; hauled 
9,250 troops; and 940 
medevacs during Febru-
ary of 1968.

•	 SAR duty, AF F-4 
shot down, picked up one 
pilot.  Wolter received a 
letter of commendation 
from the Air Force stat-
ing from the rescued pilot 
that “The Apollo Astro-
nauts never received bet-
ter service.”

One experience that 
seems indelibly etched in 
Wolter’s mind is a flight 
to an island about twen-
ty-five miles off the coast 
of Vietnam to transport a 
priest to a medical facil-
ity.  It was a volcanic is-
land with terraced fields, 
a dirt runway, with the 
ocean surrounding it ex-
posing varying colors of 
blue.  It was untouched 
by war with no bomb cra-
ters, no defoliated forests, 
and it seemed to reveal 
how beautiful all of Viet-
nam must have been be-
fore the war.

In retrospect, Mike 
explained his feelings re-

The Salvation Army 
Northern Division an-
nounced the permanent 
closing of four “Family 
Store” thrift stores in out-
state Minnesota, due to 
the impact of the COV-
ID-19 pandemic. They are 
Fairmont,  Cloquet, Mor-
ris, and Faribault, effec-
tive immediately. The de-
cision to close these stores 
is a result of the economic 
effects of the COVID-19 
pandemic, as well as the 
restrictive retail climate 
being anticipated in the 
post-pandemic environ-
ment. As a result, 19 part-
time and full-time posi-
tions are being phased 
out.

Retail operations of all 
Salvation Army Family 
Stores in Minnesota had 
been suspended back in 
March to protect clients, 

staff and volunteers from 
the rapidly spreading CO-
VID-19 virus. A number of 
other Family Stores have 
reopened and are follow-
ing government safety 
guidelines, with more 
scheduled to reopen next 
month.

Richardson also made 
it clear that these store 
closings would not affect 
the social service pro-
grams operated by The 
Salvation Army in these 
communities. Food dis-
tributions, emergency 
assistance and other so-
cial services will continue 
unabated. To learn more 
about what the Salvation 
Army is doing to provide 
help in response to the 
pandemic, visit www.Sal-
vationArmyNorth.org/co-
vid19.

Salvation Army closes 
Fairmont Thrift Store
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New and Used TiresNew and Used Tires
Used and Refurbished Used and Refurbished 

BatteriesBatteries

All Parts All Parts 
and Serviceand Service
Guaranteed!Guaranteed!

NEW ALIGNMENT MACHINENEW ALIGNMENT MACHINE

DION’S AUTO REPAIR
For all types of vehicle repair ...

Heating/Cooling Systems, Oil changes, 
Tune-ups, Engine Diagnostics, Batteries, 

Brakes, Shocks, Struts & More!

725 North State Street, Fairmont MN
across from 3M - railroad tracks

(507) 235-3010
OPEN: Monday through Friday 8 a.m. to 5 p.m.

09/13

Your car is much more 
than just a ride

N13-43
2 columns x 5 inches

You depend on your vehicle to get to 
work, play, and everywhere in between. 
Call us to see how you might save money 
on your auto insurance without sacrificing 
quality coverages and local service. 

Peters Insurance Agency
206 North State St

Fairmont, Mn
507-238-2882

• Auto Glass Replacement
• Insurance Co. Approved
• Stone Chip Repairing
• We Use O.E.M. Glass

• Locally Owned
• Free Mobile Service
• Free Estimates
• Sunroof Installation

AMERICAN GLASS

815 E. BLUE EARTH AVE. • FAIRMONT, MN
238-9741 • 800-551-2189

Check Engine 
Light on? Could 
be a faulty O2 
Sensor

According to the an-
nual CarMD® Vehicle 
Health Index™ one of the 
most common check 
engine light repairs is re-
placing the oxygen sen-
sor. This relatively minor 
repair can be costly if 
neglected, leading to as 
much as 40 percent lower 
fuel efficiency, causing 
further damage to your 
vehicle’s exhaust system 
and adversely impacting 
the environment.

“Vehicles with faulty 
oxygen sensors typically 
seem to drive and handle 
well, but the malfunc-
tion can dramatically de-
crease fuel efficiency and 
lead to costlier repairs if 
ignored,” said Rich White, 
executive director, Car 
Care Council. “A faulty 
oxygen sensor means 
your vehicle is emitting 
more pollutants and if the 
check engine light is illu-
minated, it may not pass 
vehicle emissions testing 
in those states requiring 
it for vehicle registration.”

A vehicle’s oxygen 
sensors are mounted in 
the exhaust system; they 
monitor the catalytic 
convertor’s operation 
and the level of oxygen 
in exhaust gases to main-
tain efficient engine op-
eration. The best way to 
prevent an oxygen sen-

sor failure is to follow a 
regular service sched-
ule, including routine oil 
changes.

Unlike the past nine 
years of the annual Car-
MD report, costly catalyt-
ic converter replacement 
edged out O2 sensor re-
placement as the most 
common check engine 
light repair. Catalytic con-
verters do not typically 
fail unless maintenance 
and other repairs are ig-
nored or the vehicle is 
older. Average vehicle age 
has increased from 10.6 
years to 11.7 years over 
the past decade, contrib-
uting to this outcome.

“It is important that 
car owners check the rea-
son for an illuminated 
check engine light with-
out delay and make nec-
essary maintenance to 
avoid more costly repairs, 
like catalytic converter 
replacement, down the 
road,” said White. “If you 
find your vehicle needs 
service, call your trusted 
local repair shop as auto-
motive repair is consid-
ered an essential service.”

The Car Care Council’s 
popular Car Care Guide 
features helpful infor-
mation about the check 
engine light. Available in 
English and Spanish, a 
free printed copy of the 
80-page Car Care Guide 
can be ordered by visit-
ing www.carcare.org/car-
care-guide.

Take care of 
your car - 
starting with 
your driveway

(BPT) - After the snow 
and ice has melted away 
each spring, drivers and 
homeowners around the 
country are left with their 
aftermath - annoying and 
destructive potholes.

Millions of potholes 
in the U.S. wreak havoc 
on vehicles as they try to 
navigate around them 
on damaged roads and 
bridges, in parking lots 
and on driveways all over 
the country, leading to 
nearly a half million insur-
ance claims each year.

Potholes can cause 
your vehicle to have seri-
ous alignment problems, 
bend your wheel rims and 
wreck your tires, as well as 
put your shocks and struts 
through the wringer - all 
leading to costly repair 
bills.

The worst thing is that 
it’s impossible to avoid 
potholes entirely as you 
go about your business 
every day, even when 
you’re driving on your 
own property.

While you can’t do any-
thing but hope for repairs 
to get started soon on the 
roads you travel regularly, 
there is something you 
can do about your own 
driveway. Why not avoid 
further damage by mak-
ing repairs to your drive-
way yourself? You’ll not 
only prevent problems 
with your vehicles, but 
you’ll keep your property 
looking in better shape all 
year round.

Permanently fixing 
your own driveway’s pot-
holes is not difficult or 
expensive, as long as you 
have the right materials 
and know-how, whether 
your driveway is concrete 
or asphalt.

Here are the materials 
and steps you’ll need to 
complete your driveway 
repair.

Safety warning: Be-

fore working with any 
cementitious or asphalt-
based products, always 
wear eye protection and 
gloves.

Steps for repairing as-
phalt potholes

* Square the pothole 
edges as much as possible 
using a chisel, hammer 
and shovel.

* Pour QPR High Per-
formance Permanent 
Pavement Repair into the 
hole about 2 to 3 inches 
above the surrounding as-
phalt.

* Consolidate and com-
pact the blacktop repair 
with a tamper until a firm 
surface is achieved.

* A trick to further com-
pact the repair material 
is to place a piece of ply-
wood over the patch, and 
then slowly drive back and 
forth over the plywood in 
a vehicle several times.

To watch an easy-to-
follow video on how to 
repair your asphalt pot-
holes, check out QPRUSA.
com.

Steps for repairing con-
crete potholes

*Square pothole edges 
as much as possible us-
ing a chisel, hammer and 
shovel.

*Mix QUIKRETE 5000 
Concrete Mix as directed 
on the package.

*Remove any debris 
from the pothole and ap-
ply concrete bonding ad-
hesive with a brush.

*Pour concrete mix into 
the hole about one inch 
above the surrounding 
concrete.

*Pull a 2-by-4 over the 
surface in a sawing mo-
tion before using a wood 
float to smooth the sur-
face.

*Texture the surface 
with a stiff-bristled brush 
or broom.

*Allow pothole repair 
to set for 48 hours before 
driving on surface.

For more tips, infor-
mation and directions, 
including helpful how-to 
videos on repairing dam-
aged concrete surfaces, 
visit QUIKRETE.com.

What to 
consider before 
buying a used 
car

(StatePoint) When it 
comes to their next set of 
wheels, the majority of 
Americans would con-
sider buying used despite 
harboring concerns about 
reliability and necessary 
repairs, suggests a new sur-
vey.

The survey from Ally 
Financial and conducted 
online by The Harris Poll 
found that 69% percent of 
Americans would be likely 
to consider a used vehicle 
for their next auto pur-
chase.

The survey also found 
that the source of the used 
vehicle matters to consum-
ers, with 53% of respon-
dents saying they would 
feel most comfortable buy-
ing used at a dealership that 
sells both new and used ve-
hicles. This was much high-
er than any other category, 
including purchasing the 
car from another individual 
(12%), a used-vehicle-only 
dealership (10%) and from 
an internet-based compa-
ny (8%).

“While there’s a lot of 
hype around internet auto 
sales within the industry, 
the majority of consumers 
are most comfortable pur-
chasing at a franchise deal-
er that’s part of the commu-
nity and where they can ask 
questions,” says Matthew 
Arnold, senior regional vice 
president of Auto Finance 
at Ally Financial.

Those who currently 
own used cars largely cite 
value as the reason for their 
purchase, with 61% saying 
they opted for a used car 
because it was less expen-
sive than a new vehicle, and 
34% saying they were able 

to get more car for their 
money.

“With new vehicle prices 
approaching $38,000, it’s 
a good time to have a re-
freshed look at used vehi-
cles,” Arnold says. “Vehicle 
quality from the factory has 
greatly improved in recent 
years and that is carrying 
over to the used vehicle 
market. Yet, there are still 
several common sense 
steps consumers should 
take before purchasing.”

Arnold recommends the 
following steps when re-
searching used vehicles:

•Get a vehicle history 
report. The minimal cost 
is worth the investment, 
and some car dealers will 
provide it for free upon re-
quest.

•Consider buying cer-
tified pre-owned (CPO). 
CPO vehicles are backed by 
the manufacturer and are 
a good option for used car 
buyers concerned about re-
liability.

•Give yourself peace of 
mind. Vehicle service con-
tracts can help cover unex-
pected repairs and replace-
ments parts.

•Do your homework. 
Go online and check inde-
pendent sources on vehicle 
reliability and dealership 
reviews. You can also check 
the local market value for a 
specific model based on its 
mileage and condition. To 
get savvy about car buying 
and ownership in general, 
visit Ally.com/do-it-right/
car.

While a used vehicle can 
be a good idea for a lot of 
shoppers, it may require a 
bit of extra research, par-
ticularly if you are harbor-
ing any concerns about the 
vehicle’s reliability. How-
ever, experts say that taking 
a few smart steps can offer 
you peace of mind and a 
better deal.
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C OLL ISION C E NTER

NOW OPEN

SHOP

PAINT BOOTH

OFFICE

FRONT

1304 E. Blue Earth Ave, Fairmont, MN 56031
HawkinsBestPrice.com | 507-238-4786

F /HawkinsChevy T @Hawkins_Chevy

 www.ffmbank.com

 114 South Park Street • Fairmont • 507-235-5556
Member FDIC. And the community.

 Joan Meyer  Adam Smith

 Neighbors Matter.
 A good neighbor is there to lend a helping hand 
 when you need it. We are more than just bankers, 
 we’re your neighbors.

 Talk to Joan or Adam 
 before you purchase 
 your next vehicle.

 •  Quick, simple auto loan process

 •  Friendly, personalized service

 Your Local Choice For Tires & Auto Repair

Approved
Auto Repair

Your &
TIRE DEALER!

Day Or Night, Our Tow Trucks Are On The Road. 
Give Us A Call, We’ll Pull You Out Of Trouble!
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How to extend 
the life of your 
used car

(StatePoint) Nearly 70 
percent of all car sales 
are used vehicles, thanks 
to the rising costs of new 
cars and the increas-
ing quality of their used 
counterparts. While buy-
ing a previously owned 
vehicle makes the best 
financial sense in a lot of 
cases, experts say there 
are some things to keep 
in mind. 

“To keep everyone on 
the road safe and protect 
your purchase, all drivers 
need to stay up-to-date 
on car maintenance,” 
says Doug Turner, direc-
tor of service operations 

at Byrider, the nation’s 
largest used car and fi-
nance network of dealer-
ships. “This is especially 
true for those with used 
cars.”

To help you extend the 
life of your used car, the 
automotive experts at 
Byrider are offering the 
following tips:

•Follow the mainte-
nance recommenda-
tions of the manufac-
turer.

•Caring for a vehicle is 
similar to caring for one-
self - take preventative 
steps to help keep your 
car healthy. Pay spe-
cial attention to issues, 
noises or warning signs 
that could indicate your 
vehicle needs mainte-

nance. Warning lights 
on your dashboard are 
illuminated for a reason. 
Understand what they 
mean and address them 
as-needed.

•Prevent rust and oth-
er issues by keeping the 
interior and exterior of 
your vehicle clean.

•Use a trusted repair 
service that hires Auto-
motive Service Excel-
lence (ASE)-certified 
technicians. This certi-
fication can make a big 
difference when it comes 
to quality repairs and 
maintenance.

•Complete as-needed 
or at a minimum, an an-
nual inspection, on the 
vehicle. Keep in mind 
that different seasons of 

the year require different 
inspections and repairs.

•Use quality parts.
•Fill your vehicle with 

the proper gas. Use pre-
mium if the vehicle man-
ufacturer suggests it.

•Regular oil changes 
will keep your car run-
ning as smoothly as pos-
sible. Be sure to use the 
proper oil per the manu-
facturer recommenda-
tions.

•When buying a ve-

hicle, stick to retail deal-
ers that put cars through 
a detailed inspection 
process. This will help 
to ensure a given ve-
hicle’s safety and reli-
ability. At the same time, 
consider dealers with 
an attached service de-
partment. “Your rela-
tionship with the dealer-
ship shouldn’t end once 
you drive the car off the 
lot,” adds Turner. In the 
case of Byrider, every car 

sold comes with a war-
ranty or optional service 
agreement, as well as 
discounted parts, labor 
and service. To learn 
more, visit byrider.com.

A used vehicle can be a 
great investment. Extend 
the life of your car and 
stay safer on the roads by 
making smart purchas-
ing decisions and taking 
a proactive approach to 
maintenance.

Can you save 
money driving 
an electric 
vehicle?

(StatePoint) While 
many motorists are 
aware of the environ-
mental benefits of going 
electric, they may not 
know just how much they 
stand to save by making 
the switch.

Here are some fast 
facts about the econom-
ics of driving an electric 
vehicle (EV):

•Tax Incentives: De-
pending on your eligibil-
ity and the capacity of the 
battery used to power the 
vehicle, buying an EV can 
come with up to $7,500 
in Federal Tax Incen-
tives, helping you lower 
the upfront costs of your 

purchase. Talk to a tax 
professional to see where 
you stand. State and local 
incentives may also apply 
for an additional savings, 
so visit afdc.energy.gov to 
search for state and local 
laws and incentives.

•Fuel Economy: The 
average U.S. resident 
drives 13,476 miles per 
year and spends about 
$1,262 on gasoline. Over 
the six-year average 
length of car ownership, 
that represents about 
$4,446 in gasoline sav-
ings. To calculate your 
estimated savings based 
on your local gasoline 
prices, amount of mile-
age you average annually 
and other factors, visit 
ChooseEV.com/Savings-
Calculator.

•Time Savings: Time is 

money for busy people. 
The latest EV models are 
quick to charge com-
pared to their predeces-
sors. With 19,000 public 
charging stations nation-
wide and the majority of 
EV drivers charging their 
vehicles at home, being 
road-ready is a fairly con-
venient prospect these 
days. In the case of the 
MINI Cooper SE bat-
tery electric vehicle, for 
example, you can quick-
charge to 80 percent in 36 
minutes, and the vehicle 
offers a 110-mile EPA-
rated driving range at 
full charge. This model is 
particularly convenient, 
as regenerative brakes 
allow you to send energy 
back into your battery 
during the drive. To learn 
more about its features, 
visit, miniusa.com.

“If you’re in the market 
for a new car, being in-
formed about the many 
benefits of electric mo-
bility is essential,” says 
Andrew Cutler, head of 
corporate communica-
tions, MINI USA. “Going 
electric is not just stylish 
and good for the planet, 
for many folks, it can be 
a practical financial deci-
sion.”
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To the Editor:

During these un-
precedented and chal-
lenging times, it is so 
appreciated to live in a 
community where our 
youth are valued and 
respected as citizens 
and future leaders. I 
would like to take this 
opportunity to honor 
and thank the Martin 
County Youth Founda-
tion for their exception-
al service to our area 
youth organizations 
with grants recently 
awarded.

The COVID 19 chal-
lenges of accessing 
positive enrichment 
opportunities for at-risk 
youth has enhanced the 
need for helping fami-
lies with this fund. Fam-
ilies are encouraged to 
contact the Fairmont 
Community Education 
and Recreation pro-
gram (507-235-3141) 
with your need and for 
more information on 
the scholarships avail-
able to area youth (age 
preschool to 18) for a 
variety of activities. CER 
administers the funds 
received but scholar-
ships are not limited to 
only CER activities. In 
the past, activities fea-
turing quality learning 
experiences, camps, 
art, swimming lessons, 
youth sports and aquat-
ic programs were some 
of the activities youth 
engaged in thanks to 
the Youth Foundation’s 
generosity.

Special thanks to 
the Martin County 
Youth Foundation and 
the many youth activ-
ity/organization volun-
teers who care so much 
about our youth by ac-
tively making a positive 
difference in their lives!

Sincerely,

Ronelva (Roni) 
Dauer, 

Director
Fairmont Commu-
nity Education and 

Recreation

CountryClipper.com

Can Your Mower
Do This?

In less than 
60 seconds!

No Tools
Required!

Stop in today to see the 
benefits of our patented 
stand-up deck for easy 

under-deck maintenance.

Since 1998

Your Local Dealer:

$50 OR $100 INSTANT REBATE 
available on purchases of qualifying 
genuine Case IH lubricants, coolants, 
filters and Fleetguard all-makes filters. 
$50 for $500 to $999 spent; and $100 for 
$1,000 or more spent. Valid March 2-31, 
2020. Limit one per household. 

Visit our Web Site at http://www.caseih.com
Case IH is a registered trademark of Case, LLC.

Visit our Web Site at http://www.caseih.com
Case IH is a registered trademark of Case, LLC.

YOUR PASSION   

Underneath all the rust, grease and grime is a gleaming piece of the past just waiting to be revealed. 
Give your antiques and old machinery the best TLC with primers, hardeners and paints from Case IH. 
Available in a wide range of colors to match any original machine, Case IH primers and paints provide 
unbeatable shine and outstanding protection. It’s a finish worthy of agricultural history.

To see the wide assortment of paint colors, primers, hardeners and thinners,  
ask your dealer for a Paint Chip Catalog or visit www.partstore.caseih.com

©2012 CNH America LLC. All rights reserved. CNH and 
Case IH are registered trademarks of CNH America LLC. 
www.caseih.com  

PERFORMANCE YOU CAN TRUST. IN PRECISELY THE COLOR YOU NEED.

WITH QUALITY PAINTS  
FROM CASE IH

MILLER SELLNER IMPL. INC.
PO Box 409
22024 State Highway 4
Sleepy Eye, MN 56085
507-794-2131
www.millersellner.com

CUSTOMER APPRECIATION MONTH
MARCH 2020  

OIL AND FILTER SALE

See store for details.

DISCOUNTS UP TO

20%
OFF

ALL IN-STOCK PARTS ON SALE  
THE MONTH OF MARCH!

Fleetguard Filters

20%
OFF

CASE IH OPENER
DISC ASSEMBLIES 

20% Off
EARTH METAL
CULTIVATOR SWEEPS

20% Off BULK DIESEL 
EXHAUST  
FLUID
List Price  
$1.39/gallon

Sale Price
$1.25/gallon
100 gallons  
or more.

20% off list price 
on batteries

Case IH Filters

15%
OFF

120 DAYS FREE 
FINANCING
Use your CNH Industrial 
Capital Productivity Plus 
Account and receive  
120 days free financing on 
CNH purchases over $750.

SellnerMiller
SLEEPY EYE

507-794-2131
22024 State Highway 4
Sleepy Eye, MN 56085

BINGHAM LAKE
507-831-1106

495 2nd Avenue
Bingham Lake, MN 56118

SLAYTON
507-836-8571

1535 20th Street
Slayton, MN 56172

FAIRMONT
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www.millersellner.com
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AFS PRO 700 DISPLAY  
TRADE UP OFFER:
Trade in your Pro 600 or Universal 
displays and receive up to $2,020  
on a new AFS Pro 700!
Rebates on Trimble FM750 ($500) and EZ-Steer (up to 
$450). Additional rebates on Trimble Accuracy and feature 
upgrades.*5% discount will not apply to products with rebate.

$50 OR $100 INSTANT REBATE 
available on purchases of qualifying 
genuine Case IH lubricants, coolants, 
filters and Fleetguard all-makes filters. 
$50 for $500 to $999 spent; and $100 for 
$1,000 or more spent. Valid March 2-31, 
2020. Limit one per household. 

Visit our Web Site at http://www.caseih.com
Case IH is a registered trademark of Case, LLC.

Visit our Web Site at http://www.caseih.com
Case IH is a registered trademark of Case, LLC.

YOUR PASSION   

Underneath all the rust, grease and grime is a gleaming piece of the past just waiting to be revealed. 
Give your antiques and old machinery the best TLC with primers, hardeners and paints from Case IH. 
Available in a wide range of colors to match any original machine, Case IH primers and paints provide 
unbeatable shine and outstanding protection. It’s a finish worthy of agricultural history.

To see the wide assortment of paint colors, primers, hardeners and thinners,  
ask your dealer for a Paint Chip Catalog or visit www.partstore.caseih.com

©2012 CNH America LLC. All rights reserved. CNH and 
Case IH are registered trademarks of CNH America LLC. 
www.caseih.com  

PERFORMANCE YOU CAN TRUST. IN PRECISELY THE COLOR YOU NEED.

WITH QUALITY PAINTS  
FROM CASE IH

MILLER SELLNER IMPL. INC.
PO Box 409
22024 State Highway 4
Sleepy Eye, MN 56085
507-794-2131
www.millersellner.com

CUSTOMER APPRECIATION MONTH
MARCH 2020  

OIL AND FILTER SALE

See store for details.

DISCOUNTS UP TO

20%
OFF

ALL IN-STOCK PARTS ON SALE  
THE MONTH OF MARCH!
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CASE IH OPENER
DISC ASSEMBLIES 

20% Off
EARTH METAL
CULTIVATOR SWEEPS

20% Off BULK DIESEL 
EXHAUST  
FLUID
List Price  
$1.39/gallon

Sale Price
$1.25/gallon
100 gallons  
or more.

20% off list price 
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329 Highway 15 S • Truman, MN
Phone: 507-776-2131

or 888-635-2275
Website: www.elizabethchev.com

CHECK & RECHARGE

$11995

A/C SPECIAL

FREE Courtesy pick up and delivery of vehicles in Fairmont Area.

• Visual inspection of air conditioning components • Outlet 
temperature analysis • Check system pressure readings 
• Leak test with factory-authorized equipment • Recharge 

system • Recycle • Includes up to 2 pounds of Freon

R13A FREON 
Systems Only

Congratulations to 
Denny Harris on your re-
tirement, and thank you 
for your over 30 years of 
expert flooring installa-
tions, the best installer in 
southern Minnesota and 
northern Iowa. You will 
be missed. Best of luck 
in your retirement. From 
Jack, Jeanne and the en-
tire staff at Doolittle’s 
Carpet and Paints, Fair-
mont. (Submitted photo)

Darwin Anthony, Business Owner, Artist, Writer

SUDDENLY Guest Columnist

It happens every 
spring. The black dirt of 
the prairie has turned 
gray. Some residue of 
last year’s crop sticks up 
from the soil as though it 
wants to be noticed. The 
farmer knows that the 
ground is waiting for the 
right moment. Those 
who live from the soil 
begin to think of spring. 
They begin working on 
the machinery so that 
they will be assured that 
“everything is ready to 
go”. Spring comes slow-
ly! Just when they think 
it is here winter returns 
and covers the ground 
with snow. 

It happened this year 
on Easter Sunday. A 
few days pass and then 
it begins to happen. 
A small area of snow 
melts to show some 
green grass in the lawn. 
The area widens from 
the heat of the warm-
ing sun. There seems to 
be conflict between the 
winter and spring. Win-
ter does not want to give 
up and spring wants to 
move it out.

SUDDENLY it hap-
pens. A farmer with 
well-drained land 
drives what seems to 
be an anxious tractor to 
the field. He lowers the 
digger into the ground 
to make the first till-
age pass of spring. The 
gray dirt turns black as 
though it was sending 
a message of promise. 
This first farmer to test 

the soil is surprised 
when looking back be-
hind the digger. 

Unlike several of the 
last years  the digger 
is preparing a perfect 
“seed bed”. His feeling 
is beyond happiness. 
It is a feeling of elation. 
He has waited for this 
moment all winter. He 
is surprised by how the 
soil has dried down to 

something perfect.
SUDDENLY it hap-

pens. The farmer knows 
that nature has given 
him a green light for 
planting. He finishes 
tilling the field and 
looks at his dream that 
has come true.

Written by Darwin 
R. Anthony

The Prize Was Worth The Wait

All are hopeful of its appearance
Within a planter track of the field

Opening the mystery of the cornfield
What will be the yield

Then it is noticed
One of the first blades of corn

The single stem of folded green
A start of what will form

Soon there be a row of blades
Standing in a line

Each reaching for the sunshine
Maturing one at a time

The blades go through stages
Developing more leaves as they grow 

Then comes the tassel
Appearing row after row

The time of harvest comes slowly
Ripe ears hang from each stalk by a 

certain date
A sign of something watched for

The prize was worth the wait

Written by Darwin R. Anthony
May 3, 2020

Community Education Recreation 
honors and thanks MCYF4-H

East Chain 4-H 
Club Minutes
The East Chain 4-H 

Club met via Zoom on 
May 3, 2020 at 7:00 pm.  
All in person 4-H activities 
have been cancelled until 
June 30, 2020 due to the 
pandemic. Roll Call was 
what is your favorite sport 
to play?  

We had 11 families in 
attendance. As of right 
now the fair is still on as 
scheduled. We had can-
celled our April meeting 
and our community meals 
in both April and June.

There was no April 
meeting so we could not 
make the crosses for the 
Memorial Day Association 
for our community pride 
project.  There will no Me-
morial Day program this 
year, but we are hoping 
for possibly the 4th of July.  
Thank you to the Memo-
rial Day Association for 
donating the flag to Wolter 
Park.  

Club members may 
walk ditches on their own 
and the township will pay 
for ditches walked. Be sure 
to order your 4-H t-shirts 
from D&S trophies.  

Our next meeting will 
be on June 7th, 2020 via 
Zoom.

Respectfully submitted, 
Addison Barrick
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FULL SERVICE PAINTING

Allan Eppens

507-235-6007
or

507-236-0066
Fairmont

POOLEY’S 
SCRAP
IRON

620 N. Main
Fairmont, MN

(507) 238-4391

HOURS:
Monday-Friday

7:30 a.m.-12 noon
& 1-4:30 p.m.

Closed Saturday

RECYCLE
ALUMINUM 
CANS HERE

MARKETPLACE
P R O M O T E 
S E L L 
A D V E R T I S E

T H E

$16
PER WEEK

Systems work in finished or unfinished basements

A Division of Tennyson Construction • Truman, MN • Ctr. Lic. #740801

WE SOLVE BASEMENT PROBLEMS!

1-800-658-2501 or (507) 776-5201

Free Estimates • Licensed
Insured • Locally Owned

Farmland
Tree Service

Insured and Free Estimates
SCOTT • 507-236-3951 • 507-764-4879
Office: 311 Delana Street, Sherburn, MN

Still serving the area after 30 years.
Arborist by trade.

• Tree Trimming & Removal
 • New & Old Grove Trimming
• Stump Removal & Cleanup

• Lake Bank Trimming • Gutter Cleaning

206 E. 3rd St. | Fairmont, MN

(507) 235-9418206 E. 3rd St. | Fairmont, MN

(507) 235-9418

1300 NORTH STATE ST.
FAIRMONT MN

Full Line Sales &  
Service Dealer!

FIND US 

AT THE 

FAIRMONT MALL!

We’ve Got You Covered!

• Residential
• Commercial

507-238-4554
HOURS: Mon-Fri 9am-6pm; Sat 9am-2pm

Five Lakes Centre, Fairmont
www.carpetplusinc.net

BOAT HOUSE
The

903 Lake Ave. • Fairmont, MN
(507) 235-6931

Sales and 
Service

• Small Engine
Repairs on all
Makes & Models

• Local Pick Up &
Delivery Available

TORO • TORO • TORO • TORO • TORO

914 North State Street
Fairmont, MN

www.olsonrental.com

See us for all types of  
Small Engine Service & Repair

238-1393Pick-Up and
Delivery (Fairmont Area)

The experts in residential
and commercial cleaning.

27 years in service!

Services Include:
Carpet & Furniture • Tile Floors

• Fire & Smoke Cleanup
• Entrance Rugs • Janitorial Service

(507) 235-3765 • (507) 236-0713
cvosschemdry@gmail.com

Fairmont, MN

112 E. 1st St. • Fairmont, MN • 238-9456 • M-F  8 to 5

Call Randy in our Advertising Department:
507-236-6644 or e-mail: ads@fairmontphotopress.com

Advertise Your Business Here!Interested in advertising your
business with a MarketPlace Ad?

We reach over 12,461 readers

Serving you
since 1963!

Custom 
Window Blinds

I look forward to helping you 
fi nd the perfect view!

FREE Cordless Upgrade on
select window coverings!
(effective 5/7-6/9/2020)

Call Paula today for details and to 
schedule an in-home consultation!

507-236-4951

Now taking reservation dates in 
our new “smoke-free” building.

KNIGHTS OF
COLUMBUS

920 E. 10th Street, Fairmont
238-9340

v Weddings  v Anniversaries
v Business Meetings, Parties & More!

Wedding Celebrations

Seating Capacity Up to 300

112 E. 1st St. • Fairmont  • 238-9456  
M-F  8 to 5

CLOSED TO 
THE PUBLIC

Until further notice, Photo Press employees 
will continue to carry out their daily tasks.  
If you have any print jobs or ads you would 

like completed, give us a call or email 
frontdesk@fairmontphotopress.com for  

any assistance or questions.

The Boat House
903 Lake Avenue

Fairmont, MN

507-235-6931

THE TOUGHEST
BOAT LIFTS & DOCKS

Docks - Lifts Service  -Marine Repair

Sales 
Service

COR 
Connections

Community Options 
& Resources (COR) is a 
private, non-profit orga-
nization which provides 
residential and in-home 
support services to per-
sons with disabilities in 
Martin, Jackson and Wa-
tonwan Counties. The 
COR mission is to provide 
a service promoting the 
ability of each individual 

to lead a productive and 
enjoyable life in all envi-
ronments with the sup-
port of professionally 
skilled staff.

Until this month, COR 
Connections articles have 
highlighted a single staff 
person and one, two, or 
three people to whom 
they provide support. 
Though it’s not possible, 
it would only be fitting 
in this challenging time 
to highlight every single 
COR employee for their 

contributions. Our per-
sonnel care for some of 
the area’s most vulnerable 
residents.

And though often over-
looked, their work has 
always been essential for 
the health, well-being, 
and community integra-
tion of our service recipi-
ents. They continue this 
work and uphold our 
mission despite the ever-
changing environment 
we are all living in at this 
time. Their commitment 

to serve others is second 
to none.

The COR community 
also includes our service 
recipients’ family mem-
bers. Support has been 
coming in from those key 
people as well for which 
we are very grateful. 
For example, one of our 
homes received a supply 
of homemade face masks 
from Judy Post. Another 
home was gifted toilet pa-
per, disinfectant, and food 
items by Kathy Howell. 

Meanwhile other com-
munity members have 
volunteered to sew face-
masks and/or extend-
ers to protect employees 
and those we serve. For 
that, we especially would 
like to thank Lori Baum-
gard, Sharon Knickrehm, 
Mary Erichsrud, and 
Cindy Malo. Other com-
munity members deserv-
ing of high praise include 
Learning Unlimited, Jeff 
Klinkner/Klink’s Wood-
working & Construction, 

Inc., and Gene and Car-
men Scheppmann. On 
behalf of COR, thank you 
all for your thoughtful 
contributions!

Since 1975, COR’s val-
ues have been the people 
we support, our staff, our 
homes, networking, and 
the future. If interested 
in joining the COR team 
as an employee or a vol-
unteer, please visit www.
cormn.com or call (507) 
764-4612, ext 5.

During this time of so-
cial distancing, some of us 
may be looking around at 
home and thinking about 
projects that could be 
done with the extra time, 
especially if we want to put 
our home on the market. 

Often, when looking at 
a prospective home pur-
chase, a buyer’s biggest 
focus is on the kitchen 
and bathrooms. How-
ever, there are quite a few 

Gillian Tunnell, Realtor Century 21 Northland Realty

Guest Columnist

whose main interest is the 
garage (sorry to be sexist, 
but it’s generally, though 
not always, the guys)!

This is an area quite 
often neglected, and it 
becomes a repository for 
items that don’t seem to 
belong anywhere else – 
in fact, around a third of 
homeowners can’t park in 
theirs, because there is no 
room left for cars! 

This is a great time 
to have a garage clean-

out, when the temps are 
warming up a bit but 
it isn’t quite pleasant 
enough to work outside. 
And all those extra hours 
at home lend themselves 
to starting a large project! 

It’s an opportunity to 
get rid of rubbish, items 
that you haven’t used for 
years, or old broken appli-
ances and tools that you 
are hanging on to “just in 
case,” but haven’t needed! 

Clean as you go to save 
time, and reorganize for 
the greatest convenience 
and usability, e.g. things 
used most often kept with-
in easy reach, but seasonal 
items needn’t be as acces-
sible. 

Being disorganized can 
cost money! Often, when 
we can’t find something 
we know we have, we get 
frustrated and buy anoth-
er! 

When you are ready 
to put your home on the 
market, your realtor can 
take photos of your home, 
and the reorganized ga-
rage that will appeal to po-
tential buyers!

Social Distancing
Courtney Mosloski of 

Fairmont, MN, has been 
selected to the University 
of Jamestown’s Spring 
2020 Dean’s List for 
maintaining a Semester 
GPA of 3.50 or better.

The University of 

Jamestown is located in 
Jamestown, North Da-
kota. UJ was established 
in 1883 and was named 
a 2020 Best Regional Col-
lege in The Princeton Re-
view.

Call us or stop in! 
112 E 1st St, Fairmont • 507.238.9456

You make Copies? 
•  Text ~ Cardstock ~ Glossy.
•  Many Colored Options to pick.
•  Any quantity you need.
 Need them cut? We can do that too!

Copy Pricing? 
Give us a call or stop in and we can help you with copy costs.
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Martin & Jackson County Judicial Dtich No. 91

SECTION 00 1113
ADVERTISEMENT FOR BIDS

MARTIN & JACKSON COUNTY JUDICIAL DTICH NO. 91
MARTIN & JACKSON COUNTY DRAINAGE AUTHORITY

CEDAR TOWNSHIP, MINNESOTA
ENGINEER PROJECT NO. 16529

A. General Notice
Martin & Jackson County Drainage Authority (Owner) is requesting Bids for the construction of
the following Project:

Martin & Jackson County Judicial Dtich No. 91
ISG (the Engineer) Project No. 16529

Bids for the construction of the Project will be received by ISG (the Engineer) electronically
through QuestCDN until June 25,2020 at 10:00 A.M. local time.  At that time the Bids received
will be posted publicly online.
The project includes the following major quantities of Work:
1. Approximately 42,600 linear feet of agricultural tile with sizes ranging from 36-inch to

-8inch
2. Approximately 100 linear feet of roadway borings
3. Approximately 16,600 CY of excavation material for the construction of a storage basin

with a concrete control structure
The awarded contractor must guarantee the tile work under the contract for three years after its
completion.

B. Obtaining the Bidding Documents
Information and Bidding Documents for the Project can be found at the following designated
website:

  Quest Construction Data Network (QuestCDN)
  www.questcdn.com

The QuestCDN eBidDoc number is 7119607.  For assistance and free membership registration,
contact QuestCDN at 952.233.1632 or info@questcdn.com.
Bidding Documents may be downloaded from the designated website. Prospective Bidders are
urged to register with the designated website as a plan holder, even if Bidding Documents are
obtained from a plan room or source other than the designated website in either electronic or
paper format. The designated website will be updated periodically with addenda, lists of
registered plan holders, reports, and other information relevant to submitting a Bid for the
Project. All official notifications, addenda, and other Bidding Documents will be offered only
through the designated website. Neither Owner nor Engineer will be responsible for Bidding
Documents, including addenda, if any, obtained from sources other than the designated
website.
Bidding Documents may only be purchased for download online at the designated website for a
fee of $15.00.
The bidder must electronically submit the proposal online using the designated website. The
bidder must pay an online bidding fee off $30.00.

C. Pre-bid Conference
A pre-bid conference call for the Project will be held on June 16, 2020 at 10:00 AM.
Attendance at the pre-bid conference call is encouraged but not required.

Virtual Meeting Room:............ https://bit.ly/2AoiW7i
Phone Number......................... (612) 474-1960
Conference ID Number:............ 620 378 426#

D. Instructions to Bidders

Project No. 16529 Section 00 1113 - Page 2 of 2

Martin & Jackson County Judicial Dtich No. 91

For all further requirements regarding bid submittal, qualifications, procedures, and contract
award, refer to the Instructions to Bidders that are included in the Bidding Documents.
This Advertisement is issued by:
By: Chuck Brandel, P.E.
Title: Vice President
Date: June 3, 2020

END OF ADVERTISEMENT FOR BIDS
Published in the Fairmont Photo Press June 3, June 10 and June 17, 2020

NOTICE OF APPLICATION FOR A 
LIVESTOCK FEEDLOT PERMIT

Notice is hereby given per Minnesota Statutes, Chapter 
116, that Center Creek Pork, has made an application to 
the Minnesota Pollution Control Agency / County of Martin 
for a permit to construct/expand a feedlot with a capacity of 
500 animal units or more. 

The existing feedlot is located in the NW ¼ of Section 7, 
Center Creek Township, Martin County, Minnesota. There 
is an existing farrowing barn 132’ x 376’ that holds 768 
head of swine weighing over 30 pounds or 307.2 animal 
units. The farrowing barn is a total confinement barn with 
an 8’ below barn manure storage area. There are current-
ly three gestation barns that are 80’ x 380’ each holding 
1344 head of gestating swine weighing over 300 pounds 
or 537.6 animal units. The three current gestation barns 
are total confinement barns with an 8’ below barn manure 
storage area. These three barns hold a total of 4032 head 
of gestating swine weighing over 300 pounds for a total of 
1612.80 animal units between the existing three gestation 
barns. Between the four existing barns this site currently 
holds 4800 head of finishing swine over 300 pounds for a 
total of 1,920 animal units. The proposed barn will be 64’ 
x 80’ with a 2’ below barn manure storage area that will 
pull plug to the existing farrowing barn. The proposed barn 
will be a total confinement barn that will hold 4500 head of 
swine weighing under 55 pounds for a total of 225 animal 
units. After construction, this site will hold 4800 head of 
swine weighing over 300 pounds and 4500 head of swine 
weighing under 55 pounds for a total of 2,145 animal units 
after construction. 

This publication shall constitute as notice to each resi-
dent and each owner of real property within 5000 feet of 
the perimeter of the proposed feedlot, as required by Min-
nesota State Law.

Estimated time frame of construction:	
August-September 2020
Estimated time frame of occupancy:		
October-November 2020

Center Creek Pork
1275 Hwy 15 South
Fairmont, MN 56031

Published on June 3, 2020, in the Fairmont Photo Press

105 South State Street, Fairmont, MN
(507) 238-4318

• Allen Kahler, 841-3466
• Ryan Kahler, 764-4440
• Kevin Kahler, 235-5014
• Doug Wedel, 236-4255 

• Dustyn Hartung 236-7629
• Leah Hartung 236-8786
• Chris Kahler, 230-6006
• Dar Hall, 327-0535

For upcoming auction flyers:
auctioneeralley.com 

UPCOMING AUCTIONS

NEW PRIVATE LISTING! 94.06 Acres +/- located in Section 26 of Rolling 
Green Township, Martin Co., MN. For Sale by Private Treaty! Please Contact 
Dustyn Hartung 507-236-7629 for Price, Terms, Etc.

RE-SCHEDULED TO SATURDAY, JUNE 13- WHAT A KNIGHT, MARTIN LUTHER 
DINNER AND FUND-RAISING AUCTION

PRIVATE LISTING-216 Acres +/- in Galena & Cedar Twps, Martin Co., MN 
including a very nice 6.5 acre building site that can be purchased seperately 
for sale by private treaty. Contact Kevin Kahler 507-920-8060 or Dustyn 
Hartung 507-236-7629 for price, terms, etc. 

THURSDAY, JULY 16, 2020 @ 5:00 PM-DENNIS & LONA LARSON-Evening
Farm Retirement Auction-Exceptional JD low hour equipment including: JD
8230 & JD 8420 Tractors, JD 9570 Combine, 12 row equip & full line.Sale 
location: Sherburn, MN. Call Chris 507-230-6006 or Kevin 507-920-8060 
for details! KAHLERS, HARTUNG, WEDEL & PIKE

NEW PRIVATE LISTING- 5 acre building site (subject to survey) located at 80658 
400th Street, Lewisville, MN. This property includes: 1-1/4 Story House with 
1,642 sq. ft. with 4 bedrooms, 2 bathrooms, forced/central air and detached 
2-stall garage. This site also includes (1) 40’ x 80’ machine shed, (1) 45’ x
74’ open front shed and (4) grain bins. Visit www.landservicesunlimited.com 
for full listing details or call Dustyn 507-236-7629 or Leah 507-236-8786
for more information. 

NEW PRIVATE LISTING- 15 ACRES +/-  of vacant lakeshore & tillable land 
on Fox Lake located in Section 34 of Fox Lake Twp, Martin Co., MN T103N, 
R32W & 0.15 Acre residential lot. Visit www.landservicesunlimited.com for 
full listing details or call Leah Hartung 507-236-8786 for more information.

SATURDAY, JULY 11, 2020 @ 10 AM-Arlo 'Doc' Bretzman Estate Farm Equip-
ment Auction! Sale includes: '17 JD 3032E Tractor, JD 4455 Tractor, IHC 806 & 
Farmall 560 Tractors, Kubota RTV X1100C, Vehicles, Camper, Trailers, Wagons, 
Tillage & Field Equip and much more! Sale to be held at 92873 450th Ave, 
Windom, MN.  DAN PIKE & ASSOCIATES

THURSDAY, JULY 16, 2020 @ 10 AM-ABSOLUTE MULTI-PARCEL GRAIN ELEVATOR 
AUCTION located at 201 Main Street, Lakefield, MN. DAN PIKE & ASSOCIATES

PUBLIC NOTICE

Please take notice that 
the Fairmont City Coun-
cil Meeting scheduled for 
Monday, June 8, 2020, 5:30 
p.m. will be held in the City 
Hall Council Chambers.  
Due to the ongoing local 
emergency surrounding 
the COVID-19 pandemic 
and Governor Walz’s or-
ders, members of the public 
wishing to provide public 
comment during the open 
discussion may do so by 
calling: +1 (872) 240-3311, 
Access Code: 266-991-181 
and can monitor the meet-
ing by watching it on Fair-
mont Local Access Channel 
13.  

The press is hereby notified.

Patricia J. Monsen
City Clerk

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING

The City of Ceylon will hold 
a public hearing at Ceylon 
City Hall, 301 W Main Street, 
Ceylon, MN 56121 at 6:00 pm 
on June 16, 2020 to review the 
following ordinance.

ORDINANCE NO. 2020-01

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING 
SECTION 9.03 AND 9.04 OF 
THE CEYLON
CITY CODE RELATING TO 
ANNUAL ADJUSTMENTS OF 
THE RURAL URBAN
SERVICE DISTRICT.

Mary M Muller
Clerk~Treasurer

PLEASE TAKE NOTICE 
that on the 23rd day of 
May 2020, the City Council 
of the City of Fairmont 
approved Emergency 
Ordinance 2020-07, an 
emergency ordinance for 
COVID-19 Declared Local 
Emergency.

A complete copy of the 
ordinance may be viewed 
on the City of Fairmont’s 
website or at the City 
Clerk’s Office.

BY ORDER OF THE CITY 
OF FAIRMONT

/s/  Patricia J. Monsen
Patricia J. Monsen, City 
Clerk

TO WHOM IT MAY CONCERN

CAVERS
REALTY, INC.

1140 Torgerson Drive, 
Fairmont, MN

cavers@frontiernet.net
www.caversrealty.com

This Week’s Martin County

REAL ESTATE TRANSFERS
brought to you by

www.CaversRealty.com

WARRANTY DEEDS
Laurie A. Fuchs to Heidi Junkermeier, Travis Junker-

meier, Lot 19, Block 1, State Street Addn.
Dawn D. Willner, Douglas A. Willner to Ashley E. 

Phinney, Lot 17, Bethel Addn.
Nicholas Wedner to Dean Kotewa, S½ Lot 8, Lots 7 

and 9, Block 14, Original Plat Truman
Habitat for Humanity of Martin-Faribault Coun-

ties to Ashley Mayorga, Lot 3, Pt. Lot 4, Block 7, Ext. to 
Youngs Addn.

Colleen K. Busch, Scott Busch, David A. Kay, Jen-
nifer A. Kay, John Kniefel, Paricia A. Kniefel, Barbara J. 
Scheevel, Mark Scheevel, Alice M. Sokoloski, Jeffrey L. 
Sokoloski, Jennifer A. Sokoloski, Julie Sokoloski, Kim-
berly Sokoloski, Nancy Sokoloski, Randall R. Sokoloski, 
Randall Sokoloski, Atty-in-fact, Stephen R. Sokoloski, 
Steve J. Sokoloski, Atty-in-fact to Catherine L. Arens, 
Ronald J. Arens, S½ Lot 9, Block 3, Southside Addn., 
Sherburn

Angela M. Huset, Matthew G. Huset to Dennis 
Junkermeier, Shelley Junkermeier, Lot 8, Block 1, Bark-
ers Knollwood Beach Addn.

Alex D. Schmidt, Christine S. Schmidt to Stefanie 
Topinka, Taylor Topinka, Lot 18, Block 1, Hilllcrest 
Addn.

QUIT CLAIM DEEDS
Kellie Jo Krumwiede, Ross Thate to Jeffery R. Krum-

wiede, Kathy E. Krumwiede, Lots 12 and 13, Block 15, 
Lake George Addn.

Premier Exchange Accommodation Title Services 
LLC to Mary Jagodzinske, Maynard Jagodzinske, SW¼, 
S½S½S½NW¼, 35-103-32

Alicia L. Caquelin, Alicia L. Porter, Douglas J. Porter, 
to Nicholas Wedner, Pt. Lot 9, Block 14, Original Plat 
Truman

County of Martin to City of Fairmont, Pt. Block 28, Pt. 
Lot 2, Lot 1, Lot 1/2, Block 28, Original Plat of Fairmont

Bradley J. Cone, Yvonne M. Cone to 507 Investments 
LLC, Pt. Govt. Lot 4, NE¼, 30-102-30, Pt. SW¼SW¼, 
4-102-30, Lot 3, Block 1, Eastside First Addn., Lots 1 and 
2, Block 1, Soloman Second Subd.

CONTRACTS FOR DEEDS
Brian S. Nickerson, Karen Nickerson to Steuber’s 

Scrub ‘n’ Bubbles, Lot 2, Block 1, Oles Addn, Truman

CITY OF GRANADA
VACANT LOT FOR SALE

312 S. Main Street
Parcel # 35.040.0060

Legal description:  Beginning at a 
point 605 feet South of the South-
west corner of Block (3) extension 
to the Village of Handy (now Grana-
da) according to the recorded plat 
thereof on fi le in the offi  ce of the 
County Recorder in said County 
and State; running thence East 140 
feet, more or less; thence South 60 
feet, more or less, thence West 140 
feet, more or less; to the place of 
beginning.

Starting bids at 
$6,000.00.  Th e City re-

serves the right to reject 
any and all bids. Bids 
due by June 17, 2020.  

Mail sealed bids to City 
of Granada, PO Box 126, 
Granada, MN  56039.

Early Learning 
books donated 
to ECI

Southern Minnesota 
Initiative Foundation 
(SMIF) recently distribut-
ed 295 books to Fairmont 
Area Early Childhood 
Initiative to support early 
literacy efforts during this 
time of distance learning.  
These books were donated 
by Mankato-based pub-
lishing company ABDO.

The books received will 
be used for distribution 
through English Language 
Learner instruction and 
various ECI partners to 
encourage books in every 
household for every fam-
ily.  The Fairmont Area 
Early Childhood Initiative 
is coordinated through 
the Fairmont Community 
Education and Recreation 
program and includes 
representation from local 
public and parochial pre-
schools/early childhood 
family education, Build-
ing Blocks Childcare and 
Learning Center, Public 
Health, Human Services, 
HeadStart, Kinship of 

This is so exciting!
In case you haven’t 

heard, Tobacco 21 DID 
pass last night on the 
Senate floor. THANK 
YOU TO OUR AWE-
SOME Senator Rosen, 
along with 43 others, 
who voted yes! The bill is 
on its way to be signed by 
the Governor. 

Thanks for your work 
in prevention and en-
gagement with our com-
munity throughout this!  
We are making a differ-
ence with every step like 
this along the way!!!

Have a great day!
Steph Johnson,  Proj-

ect Coordinator
MCSAP Coalition & 

YOCO (YOuth COalition)
(Martin County Sub-

stance Abuse Preven-
tion) Coalition

Steph@MCSAPCoali-
tion.com

Phone: 507 236-4118
www.MCSAPCoali-

tion.com

Tobacco 21 
passes Senate

Martin County, Chamber 
of Commerce, Reach Out 
and Read, County Com-
missioner and individual 
advocates of early learn-
ing.

SMIF President, Tim 
Penny, and Early Child-
hood Business Consultant, 
Jeff Andrews, dropped off 
a total of 3,000 books to 
Early Childhood Initiative 
Coordinators in SMIF’s 20 
county region during the 
month of May.  

SMIF partners with 
ABDO and another 
Mankato-based publish-
ing company, Capstone, 
each year to distrib-
ute thousands of books 
throughout southern Min-
nesota through SMIF’s 
Early Literacy Grant Pro-
gram, the AmeriCorps 
LEAP Initiative and vari-
ous early childhood train-
ings.

For questions about 
SMIF’s Early Childhood 
programming and early 
literacy efforts, contact 
Rae Jean Hansen, vice 
president of early child-
hood at 507-214-7012 or 
raejeanh@smifoundation.
org or Roni Dauer, Fair-

mont ECI and Community 
Education and Recreation 
(507-235-3141, rdauer@
fairmont.k12.mn.us.)
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1 week, your picture and 20 
words for $17; Run 2 weeks, your 
picture and 20 words for $27. We’ll 
take the picture at the Photo 
Press for an additional $3.50

Picture Peddler
Deadline Mon at Noon for Wed’s publication

 

1 week, your picture and 20 
words for $17; Run 2 weeks, your 
picture and 20 words for $27. We’ll 
take the picture at the Photo 
Press for an additional $3.50

Picture Peddler
Deadline Mon at Noon for Wed’s publication

2015 DODGE DART RALLYE
5 speed, option loaded, clean local, trade, 

80,000 miles. Sale Price $7,995
Welcome Motor Co., 1310 N. State St.,

Fairmont, MN, 235-3447, welcomemotorcompany.com

PRICE REDUCTION!
610 E Blue Earth Ave - Fairmont
Move in ready home with a lot of 
square footage for the price. Newly 
poured concrete driveway, new 
roof. Upstairs has 3 bedrooms, full 
bath. Main floor spacious living 
room, dining room, kitchen, half 
bath, large family room. All appli-
ances included. Nice deck off the 
dining room for grilling or a nice 
fire pit. Price reduced $98,000!

Dan Fitzgerald, Agent
Remax Realty

Call 507-236-2013

FOR SALE: Hewitt 4000 lb. Aluminum
boat lift with new cover and 4 wheels. Ex-
cellent condition $2,800. 712-260-6202

2014 FORD F150 4X4
Loaded, heated bucket seats, beautiful
clean local truck. Sale Price $14,995

Welcome Motor Co., 1310 N. State St.,
Fairmont, MN, 235-3447, welcomemotorcompany.com

UPDATED HOME FOR SALE: 308 Stade 
Lane 4 Bed, 3 Bath & 3,130 Finished 

Square Feet $299,900. 
Call Adam 507-848-5746

YEARBOOK STROLL – Fairmont students Amos 
Broomfield and McKayla Chambers were out 
taking prom pictures pictures for the FHS year-
book. The yearbook committee asked students 
to send in some pictures since no prom was held 
this year because of the COVID-19 pandemic.

GRADUATION PARADE 
- Fairmont Area High 
School will hold a gradu-
ation  parade on Sunday, 
June 7th starting at 3:00 
p.m. to honor our 2020 
graduates. This parade 
will start and end on 
Johnson Street by Fair-
mont Jr/Sr High School.  
It will be led by Fairmont 
Fire Department and 
will consist of vehicles 
of graduates only (limit 
is one vehicle per gradu-
ate and only household 
members in the ve-
hicle). We will be using 
the guidelines put out by 
the Minnesota Depart-
ment of Health for this 
parade (https://www.
health.state.mn.us/dis-
eases/coronavirus/ve-
hiclegather.pdf). Please 
follow these guidelines 
carefully to keep every 
safe during this event. 

We stress that there is 
no candy to be thrown, 
no riding in the backs 
of trucks or on top of 
convertibles, and to stay 
with the parade route. 
If you plan to decorate 
your vehicle, please 
keep this to a minimum. 
If you plan to watch the 
parade, please do so in a 
parked car along the pa-
rade route or from your 
home if you are on the 
parade route. See the at-
tached parade map. We 
want to stress the impor-
tance of NOT gathering 
in large groups (more 
than 10). Remember 
that this is not a typical 
parade and the route 
is very large to make 
sure there are plenty of 
spaces along the route 
to view the parade safe-
ly from your vehicle.  

OUTDOOR DINING - The state relaxed its rules for 
bars and restaurants, allowing them to provide 
outdoor dining for up to 50 people starting Mon-
day, if they meet certain safety rules. A few local 
restaurants like El Agvae and Jake’s Pizza have set 
up outdoor tents on the parking spots and tables 
on the side walk along the building for customers.

A Roth conversion is a 
powerful tax diversifica-
tion tool for financial plan-
ning. The current environ-
ment makes it even more 
attractive to those consid-
ering a Roth conversion as 
part of your financial plan. 
Here is why now may be 
the ideal time to initiate a 
Roth IRA conversion:

•Historically low tax 
rates makes it an ideal 
time to convert traditional 
IRA’s into Roth IRAs. Be-
tween now and 2025, the 
last year of tax reform, tax-
es are on sale.

•Waiver of Required 
Minimum Distribution’s 
(RMD’s) for 2020 – since 
you are no longer required 
to take funds from your 
IRA’s, you can convert at 
least that amount to a Roth 
IRA and pay similar tax to 
what you paid last year. 

•Reduced income 
could drop you into a low-
er tax bracket.

•Legacy planning.  A 
smaller tax bill for heirs as 
Roth IRA funds are with-
drawn tax free, where IRA 
funds when inherited now 
must be withdrawn from 
the account within 10 
years.  

We see many people 
having been great sav-
ers, but a majority of their 
funds are all in pre-tax re-
tirement accounts, mean-
ing they have to pay tax 
on the funds when they 
start distributions.  It is a 
big misconception that 
you will be in a lower tax 
bracket in retirement, as 
that is not always the case.  

Guest Columnists: Lynne Burgraff, 
Amber Knips,  Brittany Anderson, 
Marsha Malo

Often times people remain 
in the same tax bracket 
they were in before they 
retired, or are pushed into 
a higher one.

Please know that we are 
here to be a resource to 
answer any questions you 
may have on this strategy 
or your plan in general.  
Wealth Management is 
what we do … inspiring 
you to create your own 
dreams is who we are.

Raymond James and its 
advisors do not offer tax or 
legal advice. You should 
discuss any tax or legal 
matters with the appropri-
ate professional. Unless 
certain criteria are met, 
Roth IRA owners must be 
59½ or older and have held 
the IRA for five years be-
fore tax-free withdrawals 
are permitted. Additional-
ly, each converted amount 
may be subject to its own 
five-year holding period. 
Converting a traditional 
IRA into a Roth IRA has 
tax implications. Investors 
should consult a tax advi-
sor before deciding to do 
a conversion. Raymond 
James is not affiliated with 
Women Forward.Sweet 
Financial Services is not a 
registered broker/dealer 
and is independent of 
Raymond James Finan-
cial Services. Investment 
advisory services offered 
through Raymond James 
Financial Services Advi-
sors, Inc Securities offered 
through Raymond James 
Financial Services, Inc. 
Member FINRA/SIPC.

Women Forward Leaders, Raymond James Financial Services, 
Inc. at Sweet Financial Services

2020 - the year of Roth 
conversions

Week of June 7, 1995
St. John’s Lutheran 

Church of Antrim Town-
ship was to observe its 
125th anniversary. Nearly 
200 parishioners belonged 
to the church, served by 
Pastor Matthew Rusert, 
who also was pastor of the 
South Branch Church.

* * * 
The Martin County 

Historical Society Pioneer 
Museum was to be open 
on Saturday, June 10th in 
conjunction with Heritage 
Festival activities.

* * * 
Immanuel Lutheran 

Church of Fairmont was 
to hold a Festival of Mu-
sic. Music was based on 
the festivals of the Church 
Year. Special guests in-
cluded Betsy Stodola, 
cellist with the Mankato 
Symphony and Fred Lim-
mel, tenor soloist from 
Excelsior. A free will of-
fering would go towards 
the church’s building pro-
gram.

* * * 
Lori Schock of the 

Granada Women of Today 
and Lynn Johnson of the 
Fairmont Women of To-
day, were honored by re-
ceiving a Presidential Pin 
from Jean Fast, President 
of the Minnesota Women 
of Today.
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Dairy Freeze 1502 Albion1502 Albion
Fairmont, MNFairmont, MN

Mon-Sat 11 am-10 pmMon-Sat 11 am-10 pm
Sun 1 pm-10 pmSun 1 pm-10 pm
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FREE CONE!FREE CONE!
To graduating To graduating 

seniors from the seniors from the 
class of 2020! class of 2020! 

Sunday, June 7 Sunday, June 7 
6pm - 9pm6pm - 9pm

The Odin Firemen’s Relief Association’s
 Drive Up    
	 Burger	Benefit

will be held on 
Sunday,	June	14th, from 
10:30	AM	to	1:30	PM	

on a drive-up basis at the Odin Fire Station.
MENU:  Hamburger, beans, potato 

salad, chips, ice cream and beverage.
You will be served your meal on a take out 
basis following State guidelines (masks &           

gloves) to minimize contact.
Free	Will	Donations	Accepted.
Raffle	tickets	will	be	available.
Proceeds	will	go	toward	the	

purchase	of	a	new	rescue	truck.	

Join the Profinium Team as an
ASSISTANT VICE PRESIDENT OF PERSONAL BANKING

Fairmont 105 Lake Avenue 507.235.5538
www.profinium.com  | Member FDIC

Are you an experienced, goal-driven individual looking 
to grow your career? Join an organization that believes 
in having FUN and recognizes you for your results 
and success. We are searching for an Assistant Vice 
President of Personal Banking in the Fairmont/Truman 
market! This NEW position covers all aspects of Personal 
Banking – including supervising AMAZING teammates 
and building current and potential customer relationships.

In addition to the valuable knowledge and 
camaraderie you will gain at Profinium, we also offer 
competitive wages and a benefits package, including:
  • Health • Dental • Vision • 401K with company match 
  • PTO  • HSA w/ company match • Holidays 
  • Company-paid Disability & Group Life
  • Optional Life Insurance 
  • Educational Assistance Program 
  • Flex and Dependent Care Account
  • Fitness Incentive • Employee Assistance Program 
  • Accident Insurance • Critical Illness Insurance 

Profinium, Inc. is an Affirmative Action/Equal Opportunity Employer. All qualifed applicants will receive consideration for employment without regard to 
race, religion, color, sex, national origin, age, sexual orientation, gender identity, disability, veteran status or any other characteristic protected by law.

For more information about the position and to apply, 
please visit our website at www.profinium.com. 

KRUEGER REALTY: one or 
two bedrooms, some with 
heat provided. Garbage, 
water, on-site laundry. 
EHO. Call Krueger Realty at 
507-235-9060.        25-tfn-10

10 Apartments
For Rent

Interested in advertising 
your business with a Dis-
play Ad? We reach over 
12,461 readers. Call Randy 
in our Advertising Depart-
ment 507-236-6644 or e-
mail: ads@fairmontpho-
topress.com, serving you 
since 1963!

Classifieds
FAIRMONT PHOTO PRESS     
classified advertising dead-
line is MONDAY noon. Call 
507-238-9456 and have 
your credit card number 
ready; fax 507-238-9457; 
e-mail frontdesk@fair-
montphotopress .com, 
or stop in at 112 East 1st 
Street. Payment must ac-
company all classified ads.

1 Card of  Thanks

11 Houses for Rent
HOUSES FOR RENT. 4 bed-
room houses in Fair-
mont. $815-845 per 
month. Call Neil at 507-
236-9187.   48-9tcc-11

HOUSES FOR RENT. 2 bed-
room house in Arm-
strong. Pictures on Face-
book. Call 507-236-9108 
Allen Hovick.    4-1tcc-11

HELP WANTED COOK 
nights and some week-
ends. Call 507-235-5274 
or apply in person Rose 
Lake Golf Club 2456 104th 
St. Fairmont, MN.   4-1tc-7

28 Rummage &
Garage Sales

MOVING SALE! 420 Lake 
Aires Rd. Friday, June 
5th, 3-7 Saturday June 
6th 8-12. Household, 
tools etc. All has to go!! 
Mask and gloves would 
be appreciated.  4-1tcc-28

Victor & Deloris Hillmer Es-
tate/ Garage Sale. 55 years 
of household items- Kitch-
en items, china, serving 
dishes, losts of nice wom-
en's clothes and jackets size 
medium, holiday items, flo-
ral couch and love seat, lift 
chair, snowblower, metal 
outdoor furniture. Friday, 
June 5th 9:00 am, Satur-
day, June 6th 8:00 am. 117 
East 12th Street.  4-1tp-28

MOSLOSKI -Thank you to 
all of my relatives, neigh-
bors, and friends who 
honored me on my 80th 
birthday with their phone 
calls, flower deliveries, 
and cards.  You made my 
"80th" birthday very spe-
cial.  It was so great hear-
ing from so many of you. 
Helen Mosloski   4-1tp-1

Thank you  to all our family 
and friends who sent-
cards and gifts for our 
60th anniversary. Dennis 
& Karon Johnson 4-1tp-1

7  Help Wanted

LIVE CARDINAL WEBSTREAMING VIDEO

fairmontsports.com

Address Labels
Looking for custom

Stand out from everyone else! 
Stop in and let us create your personal labels. 
We can save your labels for future use!

Large  ~  Small Labels 
Color  ~  Black & White

Any Design & Font

112 E 1st St, Fairmont • 507.238.9456

Kim Kreiss, REALTOR®
EXIT Realty – 
Great Plains

Kim@EXITisGreat.com
507-848-8102

Buying and owning your 
own home is no easy task, 
and there are moments on 
everyone’s journey when 
they feel like it’s impossible. 
However, there are plenty 
of resources available to 
help make your dream of 
becoming a homeowner 
a reality. The first step you 
should take when you’re 
ready to consider buying a 
home is to check your credit 
score and/or start building 
your credit. Lenders want to 
see that you’ve been able to 
pay back borrowed money 
on time, and without miss-
ing payments or default-
ing on the loan. If you have 
a poor credit score, you’ll 
need to spend the next sev-
eral months, or even years 
in some cases, improving it 
by paying off any debt you 
currently have and making 
sure to make all payments 
on time in the future. This is 
a great time to find a mort-
gage loan officer that you 
trust. They will periodically 
check in on your progress 
and make any suggestions 
to further improve your 
credit score. 

Another way to keep 
your dream of homeowner-
ship alive is to start saving 
NOW. Putting aside even a 
few dollars here and there 
will be a step toward your 
dream. When you’re ready 
to purchase your first home, 
you’ll need to make a down 
payment, and you’ll be re-
sponsible for all the servic-
es and expenses required 

Kim Kreiss, Realtor Cavers Realty

Keeping the home-owner-
ship dream alive

Guest Columnist

to finalize a mortgage at 
the time of closing. Closing 
costs range between 2% to 
5% of the total loan amount. 
So, get in the habit of put-
ting some money aside 
from every paycheck to help 
fuel your dream of owning a 
home. 

When the time comes for 
you to start looking at hous-
es, contact your mortgage 
lender to get pre-approved 
for a loan and discuss your 
budget with them. Your 
mortgage payment will not 
only pay for your house but 
other fees such as mortgage 
insurance (PMI), property 
taxes and homeowner’s 
property insurance.  Once 

you are pre-approved, send 
your pre-approval letter to 
your REALTOR®.  

Remember to take into 
consideration your down 
payment and closing costs 
when determining your 
budget. This will ensure 
your REALTOR® only shows 
you homes that you can af-
ford, to avoid the stress of 
trying to figure out how to 
make payments on a home 
you love but can’t afford. 

Discuss with your mort-
gage loan officer all loan 
programs available to you. 
Some programs will require 
little to no money down, 
and you can ask the seller 
to help you with the clos-

ing costs!  To best assist 
you and make your buying 
process easier, your REAL-
TOR® needs to know the 
type of your mortgage loan 
(Conventional, FHA, Rural 
Development/USDA, VA, 
etc) so this topic is very im-
portant when choosing a 

house and, eventually writ-
ing up your offer. 

In the end, remember 
not to get discouraged. 
Even if you’re not able to 
become a homeowner 
right now, that doesn’t 
mean that you won’t in the 
future. Utilize your trusted 

loan officer and REALTOR® 
to help you decide when 
you’re ready to buy a house 
and to help you stay within 
your desired price range. 

Your dream of home-
ownership is closer to com-
ing true than you might 
think!

144 more names are added to the Martin County Veterans Memorial at 507 Win-
nebago Avenue-Fairmont, MN.  All military personnel who have resided, at one 
time in their lifetime, in Martin County and have an honorable discharge are 
qualified to have their name added to the memorial.  Visitwww.MCVM. org or 
contact the Martin County Veterans Service Officer to learn more.


