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Militello MotorsMilitello Motors

1029 N. State Street, Fairmont, MN • 238-4444 • 1-800-733-0587
*Payments based on $2,000 down plus tax & lic. With approved credit. www.militellomotors.com

124 mpg 7 pass, rear heat & air, only 
13,000 miles                       
$19,234 or $326/mo*

‘15 DODGE DURANGO
LIMITED AWD

7 passenger, rear heat and air, heated 
leather memory seats, 21,000 miles
$29,995 or $439/mo*

‘16 JEEP CHEROKEE  
LIMITED AWD

8.4 radio, backup camera, remote start, 
heated leather, 9 speed, 21,000 miles
$22,995 or $329/mo*

6.0 diesel, 119k, Service topper, 
4x4, leather
$16,525 or $356/mo*

72mo
3.99%

72mo
3.99%

$16,740 or $231/mo*

60mo
4.99%

24,000 miles, rear camera, DVD, 
power seat, doors & liftgate
$18,995 or $267/mo*

‘12 CHRYSLER 300 
LIMITED 

10’ wheel base, big back seat, heated 
leather, 85,000 miles.                                    
$13,144 or $175/mo*

‘15 DODGE DART
SXT

CD, only 21,000 miles!

$13,452 or $180/mo*

‘04 FORD F350 SD 
LARIAT CREW

‘15 JEEP PATRIOT
SPORT

4x4, only 23,000 miles, 26 mpg highway.

$15,995 or $265/mo*

‘12 GMC TERRAIN SLT 
AWD

 ‘16 DODGE GRAND  
CARAVAN SXT

‘16 DODGE JOURNEY 
SXT AWD     

48mo
7.99%

THIS SALE ABSOLUTELY ENDS FEBRUARY 25!

# 77650

77480A

72mo
3.99%

60mo
4.99%

72mo
3.99%

72mo
3.99%

72mo
3.99%

77800 77860

77520 77530 77450

Great color, heated leather, sunroof

76860A

T1638A

‘15 CHRYSLER 200C

AWD, NAV, lane departure adaptive 
cruise, 40,000 miles, new tires!
$17,712 or $247/mo* 72mo

3.99%

77880

‘15 CHEVROLET
 SILVERADO LT

72mo
3.99%

$29,495 or $431/mo*

77930
Regular cab, 4x4, only 10,000 miles

AWD, rear buckets, DVD!

$10,995 or $221/mo*48mo
7.99%

T1638A

‘12  GMC ACADIA
SLT

‘10 RAM 1500 QUAD
4X4

SLT, flex fuel, V8, 100,000 miles!                                                   

$14,424 or $235/mo* 60mo
4.99%

77770A

‘16  CHRYSLER  
T&C  TOURING VAN 

$21,895 or $312/mo* 72mo
3.99%

77850

‘07 CHEVROLET
 TAHOE LTZ

120,000 miles, rear buckets, DVD

$12,196 or $250/mo*

77420A

Leather, DVD, 17,000 miles, pebble 
beige interior.

48mo
7.99%

Darwin Anthony, Business Owner, Artist, Writer

The hole in the fence

Guest Columnist

The group of spring 
lambs stood watching me 
from outside the sheep 
pasture. The others looked 
through the fence with 
envy at the lambs that 
had gotten out of the pas-
ture. They grazed on the 
rich green lawn grass and 
lower leaves on the apple 
trees. The wayward lambs 
looked over at me as if they 
knew they were in trouble. 
They started to run along 

the pasture fence. The 
lambs in the pen joined 
them on the inside of the 
pasture fence.

Sheep are animals 
that want to stay together. 
Sometimes this trait can 
be used to an advantage. If 
they can be kept in a flock, 
they are predictable. They 
will try to stay together. 
Suddenly the wayward 
sheep turned. They want-
ed to be with the sheep 

of the pasture. They were 
moving toward the gate of 
the small corral. If I could 
get to the corral before 
they got that far, I could 
lock the sheep of the pas-
ture out, open the gate to 
the corral and accomplish 
the mission of returning 
the wayward sheep to the 
flock. It worked. The lambs 
walked along the fence 
and went into the corral. I 
shut the gate and opened 

the corral gate to the pas-
ture. The wayward lambs 
joined the rest of the flock.

“How did the sheep 
get out?” Experience had 
taught me that once lambs 
have experienced the taste 
of fresh grass and leaves 
they would return. They 
would remember THE 
HOLE IN THE FENCE! It 
is only the inexperienced 
who thinks they will forget. 
I forgot this lesson of long 
ago that morning. Once I 
put the sheep back into the 
pasture, I continued with 
my work in the garden.

I would like to say that I 
was surprised when I went 
out to feed the sheep the 
next morning but some-

how I knew what waited 
for me. The same wayward 
lambs were once again en-
joying the rich green grass 
of the lawn. Some were eat-
ing the lower leaves of the 
apple trees. They looked 
over at me as if to say, “You 
forgot, didn’t you?”

I was often given the 
duty of finding THE HOLE 
IN THE FENCE as a boy. 
Experience had taught me 
what to look for. A woven 
wire fence has many holes. 
Many of these holes were 
large enough for a small 
lamb to squeeze through. 
How would you know 
which hole the sheep were 
using? I walked long the 
fence of the sheep pasture. 

I walked in with an experi-
ence eyed. I looked for the 
unusual. It was then that 
an old lesson was triggered 
within my memory. The 
memory was the words of 
my mother. She had been 
the one who had told me to 
watch for pieces of wool on 
the fence when the sheep 
start to get out. The hole 
that the sheep were using 
to escape left pieces of wool 
on the wire. I continued my 
walk around the pasture. 
Suddenly it was there! In 
the most distance corner of 
the pasture, in one of those 
hard-to-see places, was a 
tell tale sign, wool around 
the small opening. I had 
found it.
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Scott C Fuhrman
ChFC®, CLU®, RHU®
Financial Consultant
301 Downtown Plz
Fairmont, MN 56031
507-235-9877
scott.fuhrman@thrivent.com

CARLSON-HALLMAN - Hilary Ann Carlson, 
daughter of Kermit and Robin Carlson of Trimont, 
Minnesota and Samuel Michael Hallman, son of Mat-
thew and Stephanie Hallman of Alden, Minnesota 
were united in marriage at 5 p.m. on December 17, 
2016. The ceremony was held at Evangelical Cove-
nant Church in Trimont with Pastor Kaleb Hurley of 
Albert Lea officiating. The bride graduated from the 
University of Wisconsin-River Falls with a bachelor's 
degree in TESOL and Spanish education and cur-
rently works as the Spanish teacher at Alden-Conger 
public school. The groom graduated from Waldorf 
University with a bachelor's degree in communica-
tions and currently works as a drafting technician for 
Jones, Haugh and Smith in Owatonna, Minnesota. 
After a honeymoon in Cancun, the couple will reside 
in Alden, Minnesota.

ARMBRUST 60TH - Muriel and Albert Armbrust of 
Truman will be celebrating their 60th wedding anni-
versary on Wednesday, February 22nd, 2017.  Cards 
can reach them at 1971 160th Avenue, Truman, MN  
56088.

WILSON 95TH - Velma 
Wilson, former longtime 
resident of Fairmont, will 
celebrate her 95th birth-
day on Friday, February 
24th. Birthday greetings 
can reach her at 702 West 
Walnut, Coeur d’Alene, 
Idaho 83814.

Applying for scholar-
ships this year through 
Fairmont Dollars for 
Scholars? Attend a hands-
on class to discover how 
Fairmont Dollars for 
Scholars evaluates its ap-
plications and receive help 
in starting your Dollars for 
Scholars application! This 
workshop will help you 
navigate the application 
process so you receive the 
most points possible for 
your aspirations, activities 
and academics. 

If you have not yet cre-
ated a partial student pro-
file on fairmont.dollars-
forscholars.org before this 
event, make sure you have 
the needed information to 
access an email account 
during the class (such as 
email web address and 

DFS Scholarship 
Application help available

password) as you will need 
to verify your new student 
profile before working on 
it. This class is for Fair-
mont Area High School 
juniors, seniors or gradu-
ates who plan on complet-
ing a Fairmont Dollars for 
Scholars application. 

While pre-registration 
for the class is not neces-
sary, it is helpful to ensure 
we have enough comput-
ers. You can register by 
calling Community Edu-
cation at 235-3141. The 
class will be held only once 
on Tuesday, February 28th 
at 7 p.m. in the high school 
media center. For other 
questions, call Liz Wheeler 
at 507-399-2134 or email 
the chapter at Fairmont-
Dollars@gmail.com.

The Fairmont MN Area 
Multiple Myeloma Sup-
port Group will meet Sat-
urday, February 25th from 
10 a.m. to Noon at the 
Mayo Clinic Health Sys-
tems Hospital in Fairmont 
in “The Classroom” meet-
ing room. A video presen-
tation featuring Dr. Durie 
and the latest on new treat-
ments will be shown. All 
patients,caregivers,family 
and friends are welcome 
to attend. A continental 
breakfast will be provided. 
For more information, 
please call Joyce Schultz at 
507-230-0207.

Jaguar Youth Football 
is excited to have you join 
us on Wednesday, Feb-
ruary 22nd for our Pizza 
Ranch Tip night from 5 
p.m. to 8 p.m. in Fairmont. 
We are in the process of 
changing over from the 
Bluejays, and in order to 
do this we need your help 
to purchase new jerseys, 
pants, and helmets for our 
youth. Come enjoy the 
excellent buffet as the Jag-
uar Youth Football team 
busses tables to work for 
your tips. All funds from 
this event will go towards 
helping us get our new 
equipment. A big thank 
you to The Pizza Ranch 
for this great opportunity, 
and we hope to see you 
on Wednesday, February 
22nd.

Fairmont United Meth-
odist Church continues 
their Wednesday evening 
suppers through Febru-
ary from 5 to 6 p.m. at the 
church. This week they will 
serve A&W Swiss Burg-
ers. On February 22nd the 
menu will be tacos with all 
the fixings.

The Blue Earth Val-
ley Quilters will meet 
Monday, February 20th 
at 7:00 p.m. in the Blue 
Earth Area High School 
Choir Room. After intro-
ductions, the meeting 
will begin with show-
and-tell, always an en-
tertaining and inspiring 
part of the meeting. 

The Gypsy Wife Quilt 
mini-group is continu-
ing work on the project 
- just a couple months 
left until assembly of 
the blocks into a quilt 
starts. Signup for the 
Art Institute of Chicago 
Challenge will continue. 
These projects are to be 
completed for the EXPO 
in August. Booklets for 
the Minnesota Quilters 
State Show in Duluth are 
available at Michele’s in 
downtown Blue Earth.

The program will be 
a demonstration by Fe-
licia Hamlin on mak-
ing a weighted blanket. 
These are especially 
helpful for those with in-
somnia, autism, ADHD, 
or sensory processing 
disorders. Commercial 
weighted blankets can 
easily cost several hun-
dred dollars, so being 
able to make one can be 
very economical. This 
information may sound 
familiar - the January 
meeting was canceled 

Blue Earth Quilters meeting
due to weather, so the 
program was delayed a 
month. 

The Blue Earth Valley 
Quilters meet on the third 
Monday of each month 
(no meeting in July or De-
cember) under the um-
brella of Blue Earth Area 
Community Education. 
Each meeting consists of 
a brief welcome and in-
troductions, a quilt relat-
ed demonstration, show 
and tell, a question and 
answer session and a few 
minutes to talk with other 
quilters. Those who are 
interested may stay after 
the meeting for the Block-
of-the-Month project. 

The Blue Earth Val-
ley Quilters has been re-
ferred to as a guild with-
out all the rules, a quilt 
discussion group, or a 
mini-class in quilting - it 
is open to everyone who 
enjoys quilts or quilting 
- quilters of all skill levels 
are always welcome. 

For more information 
contact Mike Ellingsen at 
507-526-5808.

First Congregational 
United Church of Christ, 
319 Downtown Plaza will 
serve a free community 
meal on Wednesday, Feb-
ruary 22nd from 5:30 p.m. 
to 6:30 p.m., or until gone. 
The menu includes pulled 
pork sandwiches served 
with chips, pork and 
beans, beverage and ice 
cream sundaes. Everyone 
is invited.

The Fairmont High 
School class of 1962, 
spouses and friends will 
meet for lunch Friday, 
February 17th at 11:30 
a.m. at the China Buffet 
in the Five Lakes Centre 
Mall.  

Prairieland Antique 
Tractor Association will 
hold their monthly meet-
ing on Thursday, February 
16th at 7:30 p.m. at Mc-
Donalds in Fairmont. The 
public is welcome.

“From the Stacks”—
What’s new at the Library

“The Little Book of Hy-
gge” by Meik Wiking

Denmark is often cited 
as the 
h a p -
p i e s t 
country 
in the 
w o r l d . 
W h y ? 
R e -
s e a rc h 
p o i n t s 
to hy-

gge. Pronounced hoo-ga, 
it is central to life in Den-
mark. Loosely translated, 
it means comfort, togeth-
erness and well-being. It 
is described as the feeling 
of being snuggled under a 
warm blanket, eating com-
fort food with those close 
to you, and warm morn-
ing light shining from your 
window. Hygge is about 
gratitude and enjoying the 
simple pleasures of life, 
in the pursuit of everyday 
happiness. This book will 
give you tips on how to in-
troduce a bit of hygge into 
your everyday life!

“Pancakes!” An Inter-
active Recipe Book by 
Lotta Nieminen

Cook pancakes from 
scratch with this interac-
tive recipe book—no food 
necessary!  Mix the dry in-
gredients, whisk the eggs, 
flip the pancakes and 
more!  The simple recipe 

text guides young readers 
through each step of cook-
ing pancakes, with fun 
interactive features such 
as pull-tabs, wheels and 
a punch-out piece that 
allows them to partici-
pate!  Cooking pancakes 
has never been easier! (Or 
cleaner!)  This recipe book, 
the first in a new series of 
interactive recipe books, is 
perfect for your little chef!
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Ole and Lena Return to 
Fairmont Opera House

“Ole and Lena’s 50th 
Wedding Anniversary” 
brought laughter to the 
Fairmont Opera House in 
February 2016. Now Ole 
and Lena return with hi-
larious new antics in “Ole 
and Lena Win a Cruise.” 

Two performances will 
entertain audiences at the 
Fa i r m o n t 
O p e r a 
House Sat-
urday, Feb-
ruary 18th 
at 7:30 p.m., 
and Sun-
day, Janu-
ary 19th at 
2:00 p.m. 
Social Hour 
begins one 
hour prior to each perfor-
mance.

Every year, Lena listens 
to her friends at the Curler 
and Chat talk about their 
vacations, but year after 
year, she is disappointed. 
Ole’s idea of a vacation 
is going to the Muskrat 
Lodge’s Annual Conven-
tion, usually a camping 
event held in Potsdam, at 
a park only two miles from 
their farm! This year, Lena 
has decided that she and 

Ole are going on a roman-
tic vacation, even if it kills 
him.

Reserved-seating tick-
ets for these performances 
are available to the public 
online at fairmontopera-
house.org and through the 
Fairmont Opera House 
office at (507) 238-4900. 

E a r l y - b i r d 
Adult tickets 
are $17.00. 
Tickets for 
Seniors (55-
plus) and 
Students (in-
cluding col-
lege with ID) 
are $13.60 
and tickets 
for Children 

under 10 are $8.50. Tickets 
may also be purchased at 
the door during the hour 
prior to each performance 
time.

The Fairmont Opera 
House is a 501(c)(3) non-
profit community and 
arts center operating in a 
beautiful 1901 National 
Register of Historic Places 
theatre building at the cor-
ner of Downtown Plaza 
and Blue Earth Avenue in 
Fairmont.

• 1st Choice Salon • 3M • Bank 
Midwest • Ben & Beth Sparks • 
Bill & Dianne Gonnsen • Blaine & 
Brenda Sturm • Bobby & Carissa 
Maday • Casey’s General Store 
• Cavers Realty • Century 21 Of 
Fairmont • Channel Inn • Chris 
& Kathy Carlson • Colleen Schock 
• Corn Plus • Culligan Water • 
Cutting Edge Fitness • Dannielle 
Blazejak • Danny & Jackie 
Rynearson • Dans Appliance • 
Darren & Tevi Maday • Dave & 
Linda Henry • David & Bethany 
Maday • Dion’s Auto Repair • 
Doolittle’s Carpet & Paints • 
Dotson Company • Dr & Mrs 
Holstine • Duane & Sue Newham 
• Emily Wubbena • Emma 
Maday • Enderson’s Clothing 
• Erickson, Zierke, Kuderer 
& Madsen, PA • Fairmont 
American Legion • Fairmont 
Decorating • Fran Mortensen • 
Gary & Sherri Ettesvold • Electric 
(Jared Larsen) • Jake’s Pizza • 

Jason & Anna Diemer • Jason 
& Stephanie Stine • Jeff Olson 
• KBEW • Kibble Equipment • 
Klevens Landscaping • Kwik Trip 
• LaCanne Funeral Home • Leah 
Hartung • Linda Bakken • Martin 
County Implement • Matt & Sarah 
Dybedahl • McDonald’s • Mike & 
Lori Whelan • Minnesota Vikings 
• Nancy Bahr • Neil & Betsy Hiatt 
• Nicole Meyers • Oswald Brewing 
Company • Pioneer (Mike Coady) 
• Preston Sturm • Randy & Becky 
Grathwohl   & Family • Rick & 
Holly Bensen • Ryan & Melissa 
Schrick • Sarah Zabel • Scheels 
• Sean Donnelly • Sommer 
Goerndt • Sommer Outdoors • 
St. Luke’s Gift Shop • Stensland 
Seeds • Sterling Drug • The Ranch 
Restaurant • The Rat’s Nest Salon 
- Tonya Walker • Thompson-
Haugen Jewelry • Todd & Malorie 
Thompson • US Bank • Valero • 
Wilcraft • Yeager Implement

All of the volunteers of the 2nd Annual 
Ryan Mortensen Memorial Ice Fishing Tournement, 

without whom this event wouldn’t be possible.

We apologize if we have inadvertently left any sponsor off this list.
We appreciate all of your generosity. 

1 week, your picture and 20 words for $16; Run 2 weeks, 
your picture and 20 words for $26. We’ll take the picture 
at the Photo Press for an additional $3.50

Picture Peddler
Deadline Monday at Noon for Wednesday’s publication

1661 PATRIOT DRIVE, FAIRMONT
House for sale by owner. 4 BR, 3 BA, 

oversize 3-stall attached garage, 
built in 2000. New roof.

Call for showing at: 507-399-1303

2013 CHEVROLET TAHOE LTZ
4x4, heated leather, quad seats, power 

sunroof, sale priced at $24,995.
Welcome Motor Co., 1310 N. State St.,

Fairmont, MN, 235-3447, welcomemotorcompany.com

103 MONTGOMERY STREET, WELCOME
For sale by owner. 2 bedroom, 1 3/4 bath, 
 nished basement. New roof, windows & AC 

in last 10 years. $92,500.
Call:  507-848-5070 

2008 AUDI A4 QUATRO
Heated leather, power sunroof, loaded 

great miles, sale priced at $8,995.
Welcome Motor Co., 1310 N. State St.,

Fairmont  235-3447   welcomemotorcompany.com

Red Rock Center for 
the Arts is pleased to an-
nounce featured artists, 
Lacey and Lexi Schneek-
loth. Their paintings and 
ceramics will be on dis-
play Tuesday, February 
14th through Tuesday, 
March 21st.  

A Meet and Greet Art-
ist Reception will be held 
at the Red Rock Center for 
the Arts on Sunday, Feb-
ruary 19th, 1:30 p.m. to 3 
p.m. The public is invited 
to come and visit with the 
girls while viewing their 
paintings and ceramics, 
and enjoying light refresh-
ments. This is a free event 
and everyone is welcome.  

Lacey and Lexi 
Schneekloth are twins 
from Jackson, Minnesota. 
They both share a pas-
sion in art and creativ-

ity for as long as they can 
remember. Their father 
is also very artistic and 
has inspired both of them 
to follow their dreams of 
becoming artists. Their 
work as artists is based on 
showing their love for ab-
straction, texture, and line 
as well as functionality. As 
artists they make work by 
finding different materials 
and letting their mind dis-
cover different ways to cre-
ate work. They both create 
works that express emo-
tions, mood, and feelings 
through color and move-
ment. They both love the 
process of creating work 
and not knowing what the 
end result will be. Lacey 
and Lexi are constantly 
looking for new ways to go 
about their work to keep it 
experimental and exciting.  

Red Rock Center 
features Jackson artists

Lacy, left, and Lexi, Red Rock Center's Artists of 
the Month

Fairmont Community 
Education and Recre-
ation and Early Child-
hood Family Education 
are organizing the 32nd 
Annual Family Fun Fair, 
to be held Friday, March 
31st, 4:30 to 8:00 p.m., in 
the Fairmont Elementary 
School. 

The purpose of the 
Family Fun Fair is to as-
semble local agencies 
which are advocates of 
families with young chil-
dren. The Fair will feature 
numerous educational, 
economic, health and 
support services avail-
able to families in this 
area. 

ACME Magic Factory 
and Remarkable Reptiles 
will be featured attrac-
tions of this year’s Family 
Fun Fair. Family Enter-
tainer Brian Richards will 

32nd Family Fun Fair 
exhibitor registration

present two interactive 
performances featuring 
magic, humor and fun for 
children and families of 
all ages.

Remarkable Reptiles 
will bring several live 
reptiles (all harmless) 
including a friendly boa 
constrictor and assorted 
artifacts. The WeDay 
group, the CARDiACTS, 
from Fairmont Jr./Sr. 
High School will sponsor 
the food service fund-
raiser and assist with set 
up and clean up.

Groups interested in 
being exhibitors at the 
Fair are invited to con-
tact the Fairmont Com-
munity Education and 
Recreation Office (507-
235-3141) or Early Child-
hood Family Education 
(507-235-6205) for more 
information.

It was a full house over lunch last Friday at Tru-
man Schools. Many parents,  grandparents and com-
munity members joined students over the lunch 
periods as part of a Community Lunch sponsored in 
part by Truman Pride.  Special thanks to our kitchen 
team for their hard work to make this happen.

Martin County Library 
to host Pajama Tales

Wear your jammies and 
join us for Pajama Tales!  

Enjoy stories, activities 
and fun for the entire fam-
ily. This event will be held 
at the Fairmont Library on 
Monday, February 27th at 

6:00 p.m. 
This event is free, open 

to the public and no regis-
tration is required. Call the 
Martin County Library in 
Fairmont at 238-4207 with 
questions.

Do you deal with tan-
trums or meltdowns in your 
home? Come to this 5‐ses-
sion free class where you 
will be empowered to be 
your child’s most important 
teacher.

Learn about social emo-
tional development in early 
childhood. Then we discuss 
how to identify and manage 
emotions by learning how 
to teach children self‐con-
trol. We move on to learn-
ing problem solving strate-
gies so that we can deal with 
strong emotions in order 
to reduce stress at home. 
And, lastly, we will focus on 
building early literacy in our 

CER offers Parenting 
Matters five session class

homes.
A free, light meal will be 

provided each night along 
with books, games, and oth-
er resources to take home. 
Free childcare will also be 
provided, but pre‐registra-
tion is required by February 
21st. Class size is limited to 
15.

Mondays, February 27th 
to March 27th, 5:00 p.m. to 
6:30 p.m. FES Rooms 1017, 
1009, 1010 (enter through 
Door #1)

This class is made pos-
sible by a generous grant 
from Profinium through the 
Southern Minnesota Initia-
tive Foundation.

Concert Association hosts 
“A Band Called Honalee”

Fairmont Concert As-
sociation will present “A 
Band Called Honalee” 
on Friday, February 24th, 
2017 at 7:00 p.m. at 
the Fairmont Area 
High School Perform-
ing Arts Center. 

During this perfor-
mance, these three 
talented artists will 
take you down mem-
ory lane with their 
timeless music of the 
sixties. This modern 
day folk trio is in-
spired by the music 
and legacy of one of 
the great groups: Pe-
ter, Paul and Mary. 
Audience members 
will enjoy the music 
and stories of the 60’s!

Fairmont Concert 

Association are reminded 
to present their tickets at 
the door the night of the 
concert.
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Reinvent yourself 
inside and out

Bariatric Surgery — A way to better life
Feeling better is a benefit of losing weight, but what if your Type 2 
diabetes, high cholesterol or sleep apnea could be resolved or 
significantly improved?

Our bariatric surgery experts will partner with you for the best 
long-term outcomes. We provide:
• Pre-surgical education
• Nutrition and lifestyle counseling
• Post-surgical support to ensure ongoing success

Attend a free information session to learn more about our program.

Tuesday, Feb. 21, noon or 5 p.m.
Mayo Clinic Health System in Fairmont | 800 Medical Center Drive

Main classroom. Use south hospital entrance.

For more information or to RSVP, call 507-304-7020. Registration required.

3x6 Photopress: Feb. 15

mayoclinichealthsystem.org 

Margaret Dillard, President, Fairmont Area Chamber

Lack of Workforce is 
Number One Challenge

Guest Columnist

Lack of workforce – It’s 
the number one chal-
lenge for the local busi-
ness community across 
the spectrum of industry. 
It is factual that we have 
more opportunity than 
we have workers to fill 
the positions. Frequent 
conversations with lo-
cal business people from 
restaurants, service and 
financial industries, man-
ufacturing, agriculture 
and retail cause me to be 
confident about the valid-
ity of my statements. It is 
heartbreaking to hear that 
local businesses choose 
not to expand, siting this 
shortage. Don’t take my 
word for it. Visit Minne-
sotaWorks.net, the state’s 
job board that always 
features around 250 posi-
tions within 25 miles of 

Fairmont. Another point 
I have heard defended is 
that there are no jobs for 
a person without specific 
skills. MinnesotaWorks.
net – it’s where you will 
find a snapshot of avail-
able job positions. 

Unfortunately, the lack 
of people to fill jobs is at 
the beginning of a rather 
overwhelming decade-
long trend. While some 
will wait, baby boomers 
continue to retire.

How do we battle a na-
tional situation like this 
one? It will take effort 
from all fronts. 

The City, FEDA and 
Fairmont Area Chamber 
have come together to re-
cruit and retain talent to 
the region by encouraging 
workers to relocate to the 
area. Based on Research 

Fellow at the University 
of Minnesota Center for 
Community Vitality, Ben-
jamin Winchester’s re-
search over 15-plus years, 
the local project known as 
Fairmont Area Life targets 
those who may pursue 
quality of life for them-
selves and their families. 
A variety of strategies that 
lure web-users to sites and 
social media platforms 
that feature the best of 
what we enjoy about liv-
ing, working and raising 
families in Martin County. 

Also, 6 businesses that 
offer amenities that ap-
peal to their employees 
will fare better. Some ex-
ample are flexible hours, 
more complete or creative 
benefits, educational as-
sistance, vacation and 
days off options, on-site 
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eat play shop

St. John Vianney School 
January Memorials

The St. John Vianney 
School Endowment Fund 
gratefully acknowledges 
the receipt of $ 1,760   in 
memorials during the 
month of January, 2017.   

These memorials were 
given in memory of: 

GLENN BORCHARDT:  
By  Loren & Irene Kleven

JENNY BREMER:  By 
Jim & Carol Bulfer

DUANE BURSAW:   By 
Eunice Barke, Pat Borows-
ki, Allen & Lorna Bremer, 
Bursaw Family, Tom & 
Linda Feely, Mike Garry,  
Gary & Grace Haeckel, 
Dan & Ann Harris, Bur-
dean & Dorothy Hartwig, 
Loren & Irene Kleven, Ed & 
Vikki Langford, Marcia Le-
verson, Gary Maday, Jim 
& Harla Maday,  Dave & 
Dana Nawrocki, Mary Pat 
Nawrocki, Charles & Mary 
Jo Neusch, Bernie & Julie 
Petrowiak, Dot Petrowiak, 
Patricia Petrowiak, Tom & 
Ele Sherry, Al & Jane Thel-
en, James Welchlin, Linda 
Will, Jack & Nelda Zimmer

ALVIN DOESKIN:  By 
Vivian Denton

DON FEUERHAKE:  By 
Friends & Relatives, Jerry 
& Theresa Cassem, Jerry 
& Donna Determan, John 
& Darlene Eisenmenger, 
Stan & Betty Felber, Gene 
& Barb Gates, Richard & 

Linda Klassen, Edward 
Kotewa, Vincent & Anna 
Landsteiner, Ed & Vikki 
Langford, Connie Lenz, 
Marcia Leverson, Mary 
Pat Nawrocki, Joe & Ida 
Rae Roessler, Jim Simser, 
Carl & Jo Smith, Maureen 
Stroup & Family, Frank & 
Kate Winzenburg

DON & NITA FEUER-
HAKE:  By Gary & Kathy 
Langer

ONEETA ‘NITA’ 
FEUERHAKE:  By  Pat 
Borowski, Dan & Ann 
Harris, Sue Homan, Leon 
& Rose Marie Lammers, 
Marcia Leverson, Mary 
Pat Nawrocki, St. Gerard 
Circle

JESSICA FITZPAT-
RICK:  By John & Darlene 
Eisenmenger,Bruce & Ann 
Gemmill, Dan & Ann Har-
ris, Jim & Julie Hill, Sue 
Homan, Dorothy Krick, 
Bart Stadtherr, Ken & Ellen 
Washa

MELVIN GEORGE:  By  
Friends & Relatives, Pat 
Borowski, Allen & Lorna 
Bremer, Bill & Paula Bulfer, 
Clara Bulfer,  Fern Bulfer, 
Jim & Carol Bulfer, Carol 
Carlson, John & Darlene 
Eisenmenger, Mike Garry, 
Bruce & Ann Gemmill, 
Gary & Grace Haeckel, 
Dan & Ann Harris, Jim & 
Julie Hill, Arven & Meda 
Holland, Sue Homan, Bob 
& Connie Katzenberger, 

Leon & Rose Marie Lam-
mers, Dave & Bonnie 
Landsteiner, Vincent & 
Anna Landsteiner,  Gary & 
Kathy Langer, Ed & Vikki 
Langford, Knights of Co-
lumbus #1575, Mary Pat 
Nawrocki, Ken & Marilyn 
Rusch, Ron & Karen Sand-
hurst, James Simser, Bart 
Stadtherr, Phyllis Surpre-
nant

JOHN & JOANNA IZEN:  
By Izen Family

MARGE KILMER:  By 
Jim & Carol Bulfer, Bruce 
& Ann Gemmill

BEV KOROLEWSKI:  
By Bruce & Ann Gemmill, 
Loren & Irene Kleven

MARLIN MILBRANDT:  
By Fern Bulfer, Jim & Carol 
Bulfer, Bruce & Ann Gem-
mill, Dan & Ann Harris

MARY MILLETTE:  
Scott & Cheri Drever, Leon 
& Rose Marie Lammers

HURLY MORRIS:  By 
Dan & Ann Harris

DARREL PLUMHOFF:  
By Bruce & Ann Gemmill

VERNON PYTLESKI:  
By Carol Carlson, Dennis 
& Helen Classon, Burdean 
& Dorothy Hartwig, Joan 
Headline

FRED RABBE:  By Irene 
Lutterman

JOYCE SLATER:  By 
Irene Lutterman

CHERYL STEWARD:  
By Clara Bulfer

*   * *

The St. John Vian-
ney School Endowment 
Fund also gratefully ac-
knowledges the receipt 
of $576.08 in general and 
special contributions giv-
en during January, 2017 by 
the following:

General Contribu-
tions:   By Carroll Collins, 

Margie Dahlstrom, Barba-
ra Denney, Archie & Mar-
sha Farnham, Stan & Betty 
Felber, Jim & LuAnn Hahn, 
Catherine Kasper, Leon 
& Rose Marie Lammers, 
Gary & Kathy Langer, 
Dennis & Mitzi Lock-
wood, Kathy McGowan, 
Virginia Maday, Alice Mal-

liette, Joe & Crystal Mel-
sha, Bob & Mary Millette, 
Carol Pierce, Chris & Amy 
Pierce, Clayton & Mary 
Ann Pytleski,  Ron & Karen 
Sandhurst, Bob & Marlys 
Steger, Eugene & Janet 
Voyles, Richard & JoAnn 
Warren, Jack & Nelda Zim-
mer

St. John Vianney School 
and St. John Vianney 
School Endowment Fund 
also acknowledge the re-
ceipt of contributions and 
memorials in the amount 
of $1,775 given through 
the A+ Campaign for Ex-
cellence during the month 

of January, 2017:

Contributions by Bank 
Midwest, Gary & Grace 
Haeckel, Joe Harber, Je-
rome Jorgenson,  David & 
Beth Kloeckner, Patricia 
Petrowiak, James J. Welch-
lin

IN MEMORY OF TIM 
HARRIS:  By Scott & Mary 
K. Cole

IN MEMORY OF RAY 
& MARY ANN ROSOL:  By 
Eric & Mary Van Norman

IN MEMORY OF 
CLARENCE & GUDRUN 
SEIBERT:  By Gary Seibert

day care and company-
based transportation. 
Some businesses look to 
automate. CBS Morning 
News recently featured a 
story about a barista ro-
bot!

Community action 
should include efforts 
to welcome newcom-
ers and job candidates. 
Remember Welcome 
Wagon? Sadly, Americans 
are no longer so comfort-
able with unannounced 
strangers at our front 
doors, but there are ways 
to invite people to attend 
gatherings and events and 
to be involved in commu-
nities. 

Locally, Newcomers 
& Neighbors meets every 
5th Thursday throughout 
the year. The next will be 
Thursday evening, March 
30th at Redrock Center for 
the Arts. To find out more, 
call the Chamber at 235-
5547 or visit Facebook.
com/FairmontsNewcom-
ers. People new to the 
area AND those who wish 
to welcome them are in-

vited. Kudos to Dave Ad-
ams, Roni at Community 
Education & Recreation 
(CER), Erin Morrill and 
Dr. Zephanie Cole for 
their work! Businesses re-
cruiting professional can 
call the Chamber to ask 
that a Welcome Basket be 
waiting for job candidates 
at their hotel, thanks to a 
collaborative effort with 
Hy-Vee and local lodging 
facilities.

It is evident that the 
area is unique in regards 
to geography. What other 
small community features 
five lakes and miles of 
residential shore property 
right in the heart of town?  
Even more valuable is our 
social capital and an abil-
ity to come together to ad-
dress a common goal. Evi-
dence is reflected in the 
business world through 
monthly ribbon cutting 
celebrations, ground 
breakings and several 
new facilities that have 
popped up. Martin Coun-
ty Broadband Committee 
made up of dozens of lo-

cals resulted in a multi-
million dollar roll out of 
internet availability to 
rural businesses and resi-
dents. One day in October 
2015 celebrated six new 
businesses expansion 
and relocations in Fair-
mont! That city, chamber, 
schools, businesses and 
county have and continue 
to work together is in itself 
an asset that is powerful 
and unique.

I urge you to get in-
volved and to develop 
your own unique and 
personal “elevator pitch” 
about Martin County, its 
people and amenities 
that encourages people to 
come here and stay here. 

If you would like to 
know more about more 
efforts to retain and re-
cruit residents, please 
call the Chamber office. 
I will be happy to work 
with anyone who looks to 
contribute time and talent 
to make our community 
strong and inviting.
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with Kathy Lloyd

What’s Cooking
Something different  
for the lunch box!

A few years ago I used to watch a food pro-
gram called “Mad Hungary”. Sadly, it’s no longer 
available, but I did copy one favorite recipe from 
the show. I used to make these chicken pockets 
when my granddaughter was living with us to take 
to work for her lunch. That way she would have 
something different to eat that day. They would be 
great along with a bowl of soup. They do take a little 
effort, but are worth the time. I hope that you think 
so too!
 
Pocket Chicken Pies
8 Tablespoons butter, room temperature
4 oz. cream cheese, room temperature
1/4 cup whipping cream
1/2 tsp. salt
1 1/2 cups flour
 Cream butter and cheese, cut in flour and salt, stir 
in whipping cream, divide dough in half, form into 
two disks, wrap in plastic wrap and chill for at least 
30 minutes.

Filling: 
1 heaping cup cooked shredded turkey or chicken
2 Tbsp. butter, melted
2 Tbsp. flour
1/2 cup chopped onion
1 stalk celery, chopped
1 chopped carrot
1/2 tsp. salt
1 1/2 cups chicken broth
1/4 cup parmesan cheese
 
Melt butter, add onion, celery and carrot. Saute 3 
minutes, stirring often. Stir in flour and salt, cook 
1 minute. Add chicken broth, cook until thick. Add 
chicken and cheese, cool.
 
Roll out pastry on floured surface (1/2 at a time). 
Cut into 5 inch circles. On one side place 1/4 cup 
filling, fold over pastry. Moisten 1 edge with water 
and crimp edge with fork. Place pockets on parch-
ment lined cookie sheet, chill or freeze. When fro-
zen, place in plastic bag or plastic container. When 
ready to use, make slit on top with knife. Brush with 
egg beaten with 1 T. water. Place on parchment 
lined cookie sheet. Bake at 350 degrees for 20-25 
minutes. Let rest 5 minutes before eating. Can be 
baked and reheated. Store in refrigerator.

Have a great week!!

CHECK
IT OUT!

@ the Martin
County Library

martincountylibrary.org

So…ever wonder what 
your neighbor’s reading?  
Well, here’s the latest 
trending HOT topics at 
your local library.  

• So far this year, we’re 
all learning a bit of Dan-
ish, with the word “hy-
gge.”  Pronounced hooga, 
there are several new 
books out that cover this 
term and its connection 
to keeping Danes happy.  
Hygge (loosely translat-
ed) means comfort, cozi-
ness and closeness.  

• Hidden Figures, the 
hit movie about the NASA 
black female mathemati-
cians, is making a huge 
surge in popularity.  The 
book was the basis of the 
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movie.  Try them both!
• The Magnolia Story, 

featuring everyone’s fa-
vorite Fixer Upper stars, 
Chip and Joanna Gaines.  
This power couple is ev-
erywhere, from home dé-
cor to your TV screen and 
now, also this book about 
their success.

• Never Never by 
James Patterson.  The 
ever prolific author has 
yet another bestseller on 
the charts.  A Sydney-
based crime detective is 
sent to the Outback to in-
vestigate the disappear-
ance of a mine worker. 

• A Man Called Ove by 
Fredrik Backman.  Origi-
nally published in Swe-
den in 2012, this book 
has picked up a second 
life after it was exported 
to the US.  A film version 
has also been recently re-
leased.

Check out these trend-
ing topics…or find a new 
topic of your own at your 
local library!

February 6 - Donald D. Saxen, 87, Welcome. 
Kramer Funeral Home

February 10 - Donald L. Oberg, 83. Fairmont. 
Lakeview Funeral Home

February 10 - Brian A. Goedeker, 48, Sherburn.
 Lakeview Funeral Home

February 11 - Elsie L. Langford, 84, Fairmont. 
Lakeview Funeral Home

February 11 - Charleen A. Swanson, 81, Welcome. 
Kramer Funeral Home

In Memoriam
One Year Ago This Week

February 3 - Daniel J. Graif 64, Fairmont
February 9 - Marian E. Meyer, 92, Fairmont
February 9 - LaJune Poppe-Wiltse, 92, Ceylon
February 9 - Marilyn Hardt, 83, St. Cloud 

(formerly of Fairmont)
February 9 - David L. McKnight, 60, Fairmont
February 9 - Harlan G. Schuller, 72, Fairmont
February 11 - Beatrice L. Hanson, 91, Fairmont 

(formerly of Granada)
February 12 - Jeffery M. Finke, 37, Fairmont
February 13 - Melvin V. Shumski, 84, Fairmont
February 13 - Larry A. Hoffmeyer, 78, Sherburn

Ask A Trooper: How 
fast can I drive?

 by Sgt. Troy Christianson,
Minnesota State Patrol

Question:  How fast 
can I drive before getting 
stopped? Is there a toler-
ance?

Answer:  State Patrol 
policy does not allow for 
speeds in excess of the 
posted limit.

Officers are required to 
follow their departmen-
tal policy and take into 
consideration many other 
factors (roadway, weather, 
lighting and traffic) in-
cluding common sense.  
Speeding, along with driv-
ing too fast for conditions 
is discouraged by law en-
forcement everywhere.  

Minnesota law regard-
ing speed states that no 
person shall drive a vehi-
cle on a highway at a speed 
greater than is reasonable 
and prudent under the 
conditions. Every driver is 
responsible for knowing 
actual and potential haz-

ards that may exist on the 
highway and must use due 
care in operating a vehicle. 

I believe most vehicles 
that leave the roadway or 
spin out in the winter sea-
son are due to driving too 
fast for the conditions. Re-
member that the posted 
speed limit might not be 
the safest speed when the 
roads become slippery. 

Drivers need to under-
stand that speed kills. In 
the last five years (2011 – 
2015) speed has contrib-
uted to an average of 81 
deaths and 211 life-chang-
ing injuries a year. 

For every 10 miles per 
hour you drive over the 
speed limit, your chance 
of being seriously injured 
or killed in a crash is dou-
bled.  So, when traveling 
70 mph your chance of 
being seriously injured 
or killed in a crash is four 
times greater than when 
you are traveling 50 mph!  

Remember too that 
fines double when travel-
ing 20 mph or more over 
the speed limit, and if your 
speed is in excess of 100 
mph, you can lose your li-
cense for up to six months.  
The driver may also be cit-
ed under the Duty to Drive 
with Due Care law in Min-
nesota.

You can avoid a ticket  if 
you simply buckle up, drive 
at safe speeds, pay attention 
and always drive sober. 

If you have any ques-
tions concerning traffic re-
lated laws or issues in Min-
nesota, send your questions 
to Trp. Troy Christianson 
– Minnesota State Patrol at 
2900 48th Street NW, Roch-
ester  MN 55901-5848. or 
reach him at, Troy.Chris-
tianson@state.mn.us.

Designed to raise 
awareness of the impor-
tance of oral health and 
collect oral care prod-
ucts for at-risk children, 
the America’s ToothFairy 
Smile Drive is being held 
nationwide this Febru-
ary during National Chil-
dren’s Dental Health 
Month. Martin County 
Early Childhood Dental 
Initiative (ECDN) will lead 
campaign activities along 
with Fairmont Elementary 
School, St. John Vianney 
School, St. Paul Lutheran 
School and CER Lights on 
for Kids.

Local community 
members are invited to 
drop off donated oral care 
products at area schools or 
the CER Office. Donated 
toothbrushes, toothpaste, 
floss and rinse will be de-
livered to local children 
and youth in need.

Community members 

Volunteers collect oral 
care products for children

donating to the Smile 
Drive are encouraged to 
share their experience 
by snapping a photo and 
#SmileDrive.

For more information 
about the Smile Drive, 
contact Roni Dauer in CER 
at 238-4632 or April Tord-
sen, RN at 238-4487.

“We are so grateful that 
caring individuals and 
volunteer groups across 
the country are helping 
ensure children receive 
the oral care products 
they need through the 
America’s ToothFairy 
Smile Drive,” said Fern Ing 
-ber, America’s ToothFairy 
President and CEO. 

About America’s 
ToothFairy

America’s ToothFairy: 
National Children’s Oral 
Health Foundation is ded-
icated to raising aware-
ness of pediatric dental 
disease. Through the 
#MySmileMatters Youth 
Movement, America’s 
ToothFairy is building a 
powerful effort to elimi-
nate tooth decay. For more 
information, visit www.
AmericasToothFairy.org.
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Peter 
Krumholz

Peter Krumholz of 
Parker, Arizona, formerly 
of Fairmont, passed away 
Monday, January 30th, 
2017 at his home. Peter’s 
parents were Fritz and R. 
Adelle Krumholz.

Peter went to St. John 
Vianney School in Fair-
mont and graduated from 
Fairmont High School in 
1968. He enlisted in the U. 
S. Army as a Green Beret 

Special Forces during the 
Vietnam War.

Peter is survived by 
brother and sisters: Su-
san Krumholz-Tuohey of 
South Carolina, Maggie of 
New Jersey, Jean of Moun-
tain Lake, Minnesota, Paul 
of West Virginia and Ann 
of Houston, Texas. He was 
preceded in death by his 
parents and two brothers: 
David and infant Thomas. 

Cards are appreciated 
to Katy Jennings Krum-
holz, P.O. Box 162, Parker, 
AZ 85344-0162.

Elsie L. 
“Tootie” 
Langford, 84

A Celebration of Life 
Service for Elsie L. “Too-
tie” Langford, 84, of Fair-
mont, will be held Monday, 
February 20th, 2017, at St. 
Paul Lutheran Church in 
Fairmont. A private fam-

ily burial will be held in 
Lakeside Cemetery in Fair-
mont. Visitation will be 2 
to 4 p.m. Sunday, Febru-
ary 19th, 2017, at Lakeview 
Funeral Home in Fairmont 
and one hour prior to the 
service at the church. El-
sie passed away Saturday, 
February 11th, 2017, at Tri-
mont Health Care Center in 
Trimont. Lakeview Funeral 
Home and Cremation Ser-
vice of Fairmont is assisting 
the family with arrange-
ments.

Elsie Leone Kruse was 
born September 17th, 1932, 
to Otto and Elsie (Kaed-
ing) Kruse in Center Creek 
Township. She  weighed 3 
lb 12 oz., slept in a shoebox 
and wore her sister’s doll 
clothes. She was baptized at 
home by Pastor C.C. Metz of 
St. James Lutheran Church. 

Elsie attended a rural 
parochial school and con-
tinued when the school 
was moved into Northrop 
in the late 1930’s. She was 
confirmed in 1946 at St 

James Lutheran Church in 
Northrop. She graduated 
from Granada High School 
in 1950 as Valedictorian. El-
sie was a competent pianist 
and assisted in all music 
classes, and accompanied 
many vocal students as they 
competed in contests state-
wide.

Elsie married Romaine 
R. Langford September 8th, 
1951, in Northrop.  They 
made their home in Grana-
da until moving to Truman 
in 1957. Romaine (Lank) 
died in 1982.

Elsie worked at the Tru-
man Tribune and in the 
offices at the Granada, Tru-
man, and Fairmont Public 
Schools until taking a posi-
tion with the Martin County 
Special Education Coop-
erative in 1977. In 1988 she 
graduated Summa Cum 
Laude, with a B.S. degree 
from Mankato State Uni-
versity. She also attended 
classes at MN State Col-
lege in Marshall and from 
St. Thomas University in 

St. Paul, training in school 
business management.

Langford was an avid 
traveler, camping with her 
husband and family in all 
the 50 states, Canada, and 
Mexico. She took a year’s 
leave to travel around the 
world from April 1st, 1989 to 
March 30th, 1990. She was 
part of the working crew 
on a 57’ Bowan Ketch, sail-
ing 25,000 miles on three 
oceans from 1985 to 1989. 
She traveled in more than 
100 countries, trekked in 
Nepal and South America, 
and spoke to local organiza-
tions to motivate others to 
travel.

Elsie was active in many 
church groups at St. Paul’s 
Lutheran, Truman, choir, 
Naomi Circle, was a room 
mother and organizer of 
school activities. After mov-
ing to Fairmont in 2000, 
she belonged to AAUW, 
Kinship, Fairmont Concert 
Association, judged local 
speech contests and taught 
ESL to adult immigrants 

from Croatia. She served on 
the board of the MN State 
Welfare Assn., and the lo-
cal welfare/social services 
board for eight years.

Elsie loved dancing, mu-
sic, bridge, and other card 
games and being with her 
family, especially her chil-
dren, grandchildren, and 
great grandchildren.

Left to cherish her 
memory are her sons, Greg 
(Beth) Langford of Esther-
ville; Lon (LuAnn) Lang-
ford of Eugene, OR; and 
Kent (Cherrie) Langford of 
Winnebago; daughter, Kim 
(Greg) Wills of rural Tru-
man; grandchildren, Amy 
(Stuart) Upson of Morris, 
IL; Dr. Sara Langford (Dr. 
Nicholas Von Glahn) of Cla-
remont, CA; Emily Gould 
of Dallas, TX, Mackenzie 
Langford of Eugene, OR, 
Grace Langford of Eugene, 
OR, Brandon (Emily) Lang-
ford of Winnebago, Kristen 
(Jared) Cartwright of Hunt-
ley, Lacey (Tyler) Meixell of 
Granada, Yolanda Langford 

of Florida, Joshua Wills of 
Truman, Colton Wills of 
Truman; great grandchil-
dren, Leiden Von Glahn, 
Carter Langford, Peyton 
Langford, Merissa Cart-
wright, Caleb Cartwright, 
Eli Cartwright, Kelsie Cart-
wright, Kaelynn Meix-
ell, Alya Meixell, Madden 
Meixell, Sky Langford, and 
Chevelle Langford; sister, 
Augusta Stusse of Welcome; 
and a sister-in-law, Frieda 
Kruse of Good Thunder, 
MN; as well as many nieces, 
nephews, extended family 
and friends.

Elsie was preceded in 
death by her parents; hus-
band; siblings, Hans, Louis, 
and Emil Kruse, Olga Kruse 
Schofield Hudson; sisters-
in-law, Helen Tonne Kruse 
and Shirley Kruse; broth-
ers-in-law, Robert Scho-
field, Lester Hudson, and 
Roscoe Stusse; and father-
in-law and mother-in-law, 
Roy and Dorothy Langford.

lakeviewfuneralhome.net

Brian A. 
Goedeker, 48

A Celebration of Life ser-
vice for Brian A. Goedeker, 
48, of Sherburn, was held 
Wednesday, February 15th, 
2017, at Lakeview Funeral 
Home in Fairmont with full 
military honors following 
the service at the funeral 
home by Lee C. Prentice 
America Legion Post #36 
and the Martin County Vet-

erans of Foreign Wars Post 
#1222. Burial will be held at 
a later date at Ridge Lawn 
Cemetery near Truman. 
Brian passed away Friday, 
February 10th, 2017, at 
Mayo Clinic Health Systems 
in Fairmont. Lakeview Fu-
neral Home and Cremation 
Service of Fairmont assisted 
the family with arrange-
ments.

Brian Alvin Goedeker 
was born April 17th, 1968, 
in Fairmont, the son of Al-
vin Lawrence and Ferne 
Marie (Sukalski) Goedeker. 
He attended school in East 
Chain and graduated from 
East Chain High School 
with the class of 1986.

Following his gradua-
tion, Brian enlisted in the 
United States Navy and 
later the National Guard 
where he served his coun-
try proudly until receiving 
his honorable discharge in 
July 1991.

Brian worked for a short 
time with Pepsi Co. where 
he ran a delivery route.  His 
love of trucking and the 
open road lead him to work 
for Waletich Trucking of 
Mankato, where he earned 
Driver of the Year Award in 
2014 for having over 4 mil-
lion miles of accident free 
driving.

When not crisscrossing 
the country in his tractor 
and trailer, Brian enjoyed 
lazy days spent on the lake 
fishing or slaving away over 
a hot grill cooking for fam-
ily and friends and making 
sure no one ever left hungry. 
Brian had a special place in 
his heart for animals and 
loved his dogs. Even when 
out on the road, his buddy 
Sasha was right beside him 
as he navigated his way to 
the next destination. Family 
was also very important to 
Brian and he cherished the 
opportunity to spend time 

The Photo Press reserves the right to edit (as 
necessary) any obituary submitted for placement. 

All obituaries must be submitted by noon on 
Monday of the week that it is to be placed. Any 
photos submitted must be in high resolution and 
high quality. Any questions on the Photo Press 
obituary policy can be directed to Jeff Hagen at 
238-9456 or jeff@fairmontphotopress.com

obits continued on page 7

Donald L. 
Oberg, 83

Funeral services for 
Donald L. Oberg, 83, of 
rural Fairmont will be 
10:30 a.m. Thursday, 
February 16th, 2017, at 
Lakeview Funeral Home 
in Fairmont. Burial will 
follow the service in Cen-
ter Chain Cemetery, rural 
Fairmont. Visitation will 
be 4 to 7 p.m. Wednesday, 
February 15th, 2017, at 
Lakeview Funeral Home 
in Fairmont and will con-
tinue one hour prior to 
the time of service. Don-
ald passed away Friday, 
February 10th, 2017 at his 

home. Lakeview Funeral 
Home and Cremation 
Service in Fairmont is as-
sisting the family with ar-
rangements.

Donald Leslie Oberg 
was born November 13th, 
1933 to Leslie and Mil-
dred (Carlson) Oberg in 
Pipestone, MN. As an in-
fant Donald was baptized 
at Lake Wilson Methodist 
Church near Slayton, MN 
where he was also later 
confirmed. Donald grew 
up on the family farm near 
Lake Wilson, attending 
Murray County District 
School #72 through the 
eighth grade and then at-
tending Lake Wilson High 
School where he gradu-
ated as the class valedicto-
rian in 1951. He was active 
in football and basketball. 
Following his high school 
graduation, Donald at-
tended Hamline Universi-
ty where he was a member 
of Pi Gamma Mu, the Pres-
ident of Intramurals and 
an employee in food ser-
vices. Donald also played 
college basketball and ran 
track his freshman year. 
Donald studied a semes-
ter at American University 
in Washington D.C. before 

graduating from Hamline 
in 1955.

On July 19th, 1963 Don-
ald was united in marriage 
to Janice Porter at United 
Methodist Church in Fair-
mont. The couple lived in 
the Lake Wilson area until 
1970; \then moved to an 
acreage near Fairmont. 
In 1979 they built a home 
together in Silver Lake 
Township. Donald and 
Janice were blessed with 
five children: Todd, Tanya, 
Tricia, Trent and Trynda.

Donald farmed in both 
the Lake Wilson and Fair-
mont areas before working 
for Stokely, C.H. Gould, 
Rosen’s Inc., Minnesota 
Mark IV, and Railway Mo-
tors. Donald held these 
positions before his career 
of twenty-five years with 
Arts Way Manufacturing 
in Armstrong. He retired 
May 2nd, 2003.  After re-
tirement, he worked for 
Green View as a substitute 
caretaker for the I-90 Blue 
Earth area rest stop until 
his health deteriorated. 

From a young age faith 
was extremely impor-
tant to Donald. He served 
as the President of the 
Southwest District for the 

United Methodist Older 
Youth Council and it was 
through that membership 
that he was introduced 
to a young lady, from 
Granada, who later be-
came his wife. Throughout 
his life he stayed an active 
member and held numer-
ous positions within the 
church, including: Sun-
day school teacher, youth 
leader, usher, secretary 
of the church council, lay 
leader and lay speaker, as 
well as board member and 
President of the Southwest 
District United Methodist 
Men’s Retreat.  Don was a 
member of the Fairmont 
United Methodist Church 
for 33 years. For the past 
4 years he was a member 
of Hope United Methodist 
Church in Blue Earth.

Donald was not only 
faithful to his religion but 
also to giving back to the 
community. He served 
as a Boy Scout Commit-
tee member of Troop 56 
and was a Webelo leader 
of Pack 57. He was also on 
the Fairmont Dollars for 
Scholars board for thirty 
years, and served as Presi-
dent for six years. For his 
service he was honored 

to receive the Dollars for 
Scholars National Honor 
in 1999.

In his spare time Don-
ald enjoyed working 
with livestock, especially 
sheep, and his garden and 
lawn.  He was concerned 
with rescuing greyhounds 
from the track and pro-
vided homes for three of 
them since 1996.  Some of 
his fondest memories in-
clude spending time with 
his family at Hide-Away 
Resort on Upper Hay Lake 
and simply watching his 
children and grandchil-
dren grow and mature. He 
lived life by the motto: Do 
your best and don’t ask 
someone to do a task you 
won’t do yourself.

Those left to cher-
ish his memory include 
his wife, Janice Oberg of 
Fairmont; children: Dr. 
Todd Oberg and his wife, 
Robin of Jacksonville, IL; 
Tanya Oberg of Roches-
ter; Tricia Oberg of Eagan; 
Trent Oberg and his wife, 
Stephanie of Morris, MN; 
and Trynda Kroneman 
and her husband, Peter of 
Rochester; grandchildren: 
Carissa and Evan Oberg of 
Morris, and Gretchen Kro-

with his family. He will be 
greatly missed by those that 
loved him and called him a 
friend.

Left to cherish his 
memory are his children, 
Alissa Goedeker, Megan 
Goedeker, and Dayton 
Pasch; two grandchildren; 
parents, Fern Sommer and 
her husband, Allan; fiancé, 
Bobbi Nowak and her chil-
dren, Alec Nowak, Brittney 
Nowak and Joseph Maidl; 
sisters, Becky Wilken and 
her husband, Bryan, and 
Shirleen Zehms and her 
husband, Mark; as well as 
many aunts, uncles, nieces, 
nephews, extended family 
and friends.

Brian was preceded in 
death by his father, Alvin 
Goedeker; paternal grand-
parents, Delbert and Rose 
Goedeker and maternal 
grandparents, Felix and 
Pearl Sukalski.

lakeviewfuneralhome.net

neman and her expect-
ed sibling of Rochester; 
brothers-in-law: Wayland 
Porter and his wife, Sue 
of Woodbury, and Dennis 
Lee and his wife, Andrea 
of Eagle Grove, IA; special 
family friends, Bev Baker 
and her husband, Bill 
of Cottage Grove; many 
nephews, nieces, other ex-
tended family and count-
less friends, including 
great neighbor and friend, 
Larry Brockman.

Donald was preceded 
in death by his parents, 
Leslie and Mildred Oberg; 
father-and-mother-in law: 
Wayland and Kate Por-
ter; sister, M. Joan Lee; 
brother and-sister-in-law, 
Kenneth and Lois Oberg; 
brother-in-law, James 
Porter; family friend, Beth 
Wiese; and other relatives.

The family requests me-
morials be given in Don’s 
name to Hope United 
Methodist Church Mis-
sions, Fairmont Chapter 
of Dollars for Scholars, 
Friends of Cedar Point Boy 
Scout Camp, and Roches-
ter Mayo Clinic Medical 
Research.

lakeviewfuneralhome.net
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BILLBOARD
the

Dining and
Entertainment

Fairmont VFW
1500 S. ALBION AVE.

507-235-9308

Every Thursday
5:30-7:30 p.m.

Hamburger or Chicken Filet and 
French Fries. Open to the public.

“DINE IN ONLY”

Hamburger
Night 

$5

Fri, Feb. 17 • 5:30-8:00

Cook’s Choice
Saturday, 5:30-Gone

All-You-Can-Eat
Spaghetti

served with 
garlic toast

$799
45 Downtown Plaza
Fairmont, MN
Follow us on Social 
Media @fmtoperahouse

Saturday, February 18 
7:30 p.m.

Sunday, February 19
2:00 p.m.

Social Hour and Lobby Box Office 
Open One Hour Prior to Performances

Tickets: Adult - $17.00
Sr 55+/Student - $13.60 
Children under 10 - $8.50

507-238-4900 or 
fairmontoperahouse.org

Two Performances!Ole & Lena Win A Cruise

Side-splitting fun!

1228 Lake Ave · 238-2555
Fairmont Eagles

Fridays: Full Menu Available 
Full Service Bar! Everyone Welcome!

Fri, Feb. 17 • 5-7pm:  
Burger Night. $5 Burger Basket. 
FF, Sour Cream & Chive Fries 

or Tater Tots
Fri, Feb. 17 • 7-11pm:  

Butch & Friends
Sat, Feb. 18 • 5-7pm:  

Fish Fry
Sun, Feb. 19 • 

8:30am-12:30pm:  
Breakfast Buffet

Mon, Feb. 20 • 7pm:  
Bingo

Thurs Feb. 23 • 5-7pm:  
Liver & Onion Dinner

• SAT, FEB. 18 •   
Live music from 

Lance Allen
• FRI, MARCH 10 •

Last Rocky Mountain 
Oyster Feed!

• SAT, MARCH 18 •  
White Sidewalls  

Tickets available at 
Legends II

Upcoming Events

LEGENDS II Pub & Grill
CEYLON, MN

Good food, good friends, good times!

HOT MEALS
ON WHEELS

Hot Meals on Wheels are 
Monday through Saturday 
for convalescents and per-
sons who cannot purchase 

and prepare adequate meals. 
Meals are prepared by  
Lakeview Methodist 

Healthcare and volunteers 
deliver in Fairmont between 
11 a.m. and noon each day. 

This is a community project 
and is non-profit and not 
government funded. For 
more info on Hot Meals 

on Wheels,  contact Linda 
Bach-Quade  507-235-3820.

    SENIOR DINING 
WEEKLY MENU

Senior Dining is served each 
weekday at 11:30 a.m. at 
Friendship Village Monday 
thru Friday. Meals catered 
by Lakeview Methodist 

Healthcare.  To reserve your 
meal, call 238-1650 between 

9 a.m. and noon the day 
before. All area seniors 

welcome. LSS Senior Nutri-
tion is made possible in part 

under the Federal Older 
American Act through an 
award from the MN River 

Area Agency on Aging under 
an area plan approved by 
the MN Board on Aging.

FEB 16 - 22
THURS: Baked chicken, 
sweet potato, wax beans, va-
nilla pudding.
FRI: Hamloaf or alternate, 
mashed potatoes, creamed 
cabbage, carrot cake. 
MON: Spaghetti, cheese 
bread, lettuce salad, bar.
TUE:  Swiss steak, twice 
baked potatoes, veggie mix, 
apple crisp.
WED: Chicken chow mein, 
rice/egg roll, broccoli, jello 
with fruit.

 

Menus subject to change due 
to inclement weather, short-
ages or delays in shipping.

FEB 16 - 22
THUR:   Lasagna, breadstick, 
coleslaw, veggies, applesauce.
FRI:   Shrimp poppers, string 
cheese, mashed potatoes, CA 
blend veggies, fruit.
MON:   No school.
TUE:   Chicken nuggets, rice, 
green beans, veggies, fruit.
WED:   Tator tot hotdish, din-
ner roll, spinach salad, carrots, 
fruit salad.

TRUMAN AREA

ST. PAUL LUTHERAN
ST. JOHN VIANNEY FAIRMONT

Menus subject to change due to inclement weather, shortages 
or delays in shipping.

FEB 16 - 22
THUR:   Home-style beef and bean chili, dinner roll, broccoli, 
fruit cocktail.
FRI:   No school.
MON:   No school.
TUE:   Cheeseburger, corn, celery sticks, banana.
WED:   Cheese stuffed breadsticks, carrots, broccoli, mandarin 
oranges.

Menus subject to change due to inclement weather,
shortages or delays in shipping.

Breakfast menu can be found online.
FEB 16 - 22    

FAIRMONT AREA

THUR:   K-6:  Chicken patty, 
chicken ranch wrap, fries, cole-
slaw, orange, applesauce.   JR/
HS: Home-style beef and bean 
chili, baked potato, dinner roll, 
broccoli, coleslaw, celery sticks, 
orange, cocktail.
FRI:   No school. 
MON:   No school.
TUE:   K-6:  Cheese stuffed 
breadsticks, turkey and cheese 
sandwich, broccoli, carrots, ba-

nana, applesauce.  JR/HS:  Spa-
ghetti, breadstick, corn, salad, 
celery sticks, banana, applesauce.
WED:   Turkey, gravy, mashed 
potatoes, dinner roll, ham and 
swiss pretzel roll sandwich, 
corn, broccoli, apple, cranberry 
sauce.  JR/HS:  Cheese stuffed 
breadsticks, carrots, three bean 
salad, broccoli, apple, mandarin 
oranges.

ST. JAMES LUTHERAN
SCHOOL

Menus subject to change. 

FEB 16 - 22
THUR: Italian dunkers, peas, peaches, cookie.
FRI: Brats, potato salad, veggies, watermelon, ice cream treat.
MON: No school.
TUES: Taco salad, chips, mandarin oranges, coffee cake.
WED: Hot dog, fries, candied carrots, applesauce.

obits continued

Daniel C. 
Backstrom, 60

Daniel Charles Back-
strom, 60, passed away at 
his home in Mesa, Arizona 
on Saturday, February 4th, 
2017. 

A memorial service is 
planned for 11:00 a.m. on 
Saturday, February 18th, 
2017 at St. Paul’s Lutheran 
Church in Fairmont.

Dan was born in Win-
nebago on October 23rd, 
1956. He grew up in Fair-
mont and graduated from 
Fairmont High School in 

1975. 
He is survived by his 

wife of 25 years, Diana; 
his mother, LeeAnn Back-
strom of Fairmont; his 
sister Lori (Karl) Evans of 
Hanover, MN; his brother 
Gregg (Mary) Backstrom; 
nieces Stacy and Megan 
Backstrom and nephew 
Taylor Evans.

Dan was preceded 
in death by his father, 
Charles “Knute” Back-
strom.

Charleen A. 
Swanson, 81

A Celebration of Life Ser-
vice for Charleen A. Swan-
son, 81, of Welcome, was 
held Wednesday, February 
15th, 2017 at Trinity Lu-
theran Church in Welcome, 
with Pastor Anthony Christ-
offels officiating. Burial was 
in the Welcome City Cem-
etery in Welcome.       

Charleen went to her 
eternal rest Saturday, Feb-
ruary 11th, 2017 at Mayo 
Clinic Health Systems in 
Mankato, surrounded by 
her family.  

Charleen Ann Mont-
gomery was born October 
3rd, 1935, in Fraser Town-
ship, Martin County,  the 
daughter of Chester and 
Leona (Plumhoff) Mont-

gomery. She  was baptized 
and later confirmed at 
Trinity Lutheran Church in 
Welcome. She attended and 
later graduated Welcome 
High School with the class 
of 1954. On December 28th, 
1960, she was united in 
marriage to Robert Swan-
son at Trinity Lutheran 
Church in Welcome. After 
their marriage, they lived in 
Newport, Rhode Island and 
later in Omaha, Nebraska 
while Robert served in the 
Navy. In 1968 they moved to 
Welcome and raised their 
family. Charleen worked at 
the family store, the Cor-
ner Grocery in Welcome, 
and helped at the Welcome 
school kitchen. She was a 
life-long member of Trin-
ity Lutheran Church where 
she sang in the church 
choir, was a Sunday School 

Teacher, was head of the 
prayer chain and helped at 
church dinners. Charleen 
was a member of  VFW-
MAL, Legion Auxiliary of 
Welcome Post #553. She en-
joyed crocheting, reading, 
sending out cards to people 
and playing card games.  

Charleen is survived 
by her husband, Robert 
Swanson of Welcome; her 
children, Brian Swanson 
and Renae (Teuchert) of 
Roseville, Minnesota, Au-
drey Swanson of Fairmont, 
Jerome Swanson and girl 
friend, Pam Mulligan of 
Smyrna, Tennessee, Donna 
and Jim Hand of Fairmont; 
three grandchildren, Ai-
mee Hand, Carlene Hand 
and Gavin Hand; brothers, 
Darrell  (Penny) Montgom-
ery of Zumbrota, Minne-
sota and Ronnie (Marilyn) 

Montgomery of Welcome; 
sisters-in-law, Marian Hol-
land of Fairmont, Elaine 
(Lester) Lenz of Welcome; 
brother-in-law, Francis 
(Wilma) Swanson of Fair-
mont, and Edward (Lorna) 
Swanson of East Chain; 

nieces and nephews and 
other relatives and friends.

Charleen is preceded in 
death by her parents, Ches-
ter and Leona Montgomery; 
father and mother-in-law, 
Grant and Anna Swanson; 
grandchildren, Sarah Hand 

and Rachel Swanson-Farm-
er; sister, Wanda Schultz, 
sister-in-law, Mae Swan-
son; brothers-in-law, Ken-
neth Schultz and Maurice 
Holland and other relatives.

kramerfuneralhome.com

Enjoy an 8 oz. Top of 
Iowa sirloin or tender 

ribs, with choice of 
potato, vegetable 
and a side salad!

Steak & 
Rib Night

Tuesday night 
5 to 8 pm

170 Main St. W. Trimont, MN
763.439.6533

Ole’s
Gathering Place

$13 99
only

LOCAL
eat play shop
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Jeff’s Jottings

#1MEET THE #1 RATED
MATTRESS!

12 MONTH INTEREST FREE FINANCING
ON SERTA MATTRESSES.*

*Monthly payments vary with price of mattress.

1255 Hwy 15 S | Fairmont MN
507-238-2333 | dansappliance.com

service@dansappliance.com
sales@dansappliance.com
Mon 8-7, Tues-Fri 8-6, Sat 9-4

SERTA ADJUSTABLE
FOUNDATION BEDS

years old didn’t bother me 
at all, I felt like I still had a 
long ways to go. Then two 
years ago I turned 50 and 
was “initiated” into the 
50’s with a big surprise cel-
ebration that Karis and my 
family sprung on me and 
about 50 of my family and 

friends. That 
year of being 
50 years old 
seemed like 
such a hard 
time for me, 
I was adjust-
ing to being 
what I used to 
consider “old” 
and still felt 
like somewhat 
of a “young-
ster”. So, I have 
been asked if 
I am ready to 
turn 52 and I 
guess I would 

honestly have to say, “Yes”, 
because now that I am this 
age, I don’t consider my-

N ow that Val-
entine’s Day 
is past and I 
showered my 

wife with goodies to “get 
myself in good standing 
for the next year”, I am get-
ting ready to turn another 
year older on Thursday. 
It was February 
16th, 1965 that I 
was born at the 
old Fairmont 
Hospital, across 
from Ward Park. 
It is hard to be-
lieve that I have 
been around for 
52 years now! 
I can remem-
ber when I was 
much younger, 
anyone over age 
50 was really old. 
Then as I flew 
past my teen 
years and into 
my 20’s I was told to dread 
the big “4-0”. When I finally 
reached that age, being 40 

self an “oldster” yet. After 
all, as the old saying goes, 
“You are only as old as you 
feel” and I feel young! 

Hello Ledyard!
A couple weeks ago, I 

welcomed the community 
of Ringsted, Iowa to the 
Photo Press family of read-
ers when we expanded our 
territory to include those 
residents into our growing 
circulation. With the help 
of the Ringsted Postmas-
ter, we are now happy to 
add to our growing list of 
communities we serve the 
community of Ledyard, 
Iowa. Ledyard is a quaint 
smaller community east of 
Ringsted and is now a part 
of the Photo Press family 
of readers this week and 
we welcome them 
aboard! I can re-
member a number 
of years ago traveling 
to Ledyard with my 
cousin Darin to take 
part in the antique 
tractor pull that 
took place in that 
community. I can 
remember how the 
locals went all out on 
putting on that pull 
and made it a very 

enjoyable event. I wonder 
if they still have that pull 
every summer?  I guess I 
will just have to take a trip 
south to Ledyard and find 
out in a few months. Wel-
come to all of our Ledyard 
readers!

Kids against hunger!
This weekend the an-

nual “Kids Against Hun-
ger” food pack will be tak-
ing place at the Fairmont 
National Guard Armory. 
I am proud to be a part 
of the committee that 
helps organize this event 
the past couple years and 
even have my own team 
take part in the food pack. 
Last year was the first year 
that “Hagen’s Heroes” had 
a team pack food and ev-

eryone enjoyed it so much 
that we committed right 
away to this year’s pack. 
The food pack takes place 
all day this Saturday, Feb-
ruary 18th and a number 
of teams are prepared 
to spend the day pack-
ing food to be boxed and 
shipped to needy kids and 
families not only abroad, 
but many right here in the 
United States and even 
locally. If you have never 
been a part of the food 
pack, you need to come 
out and experience the en-
ergy that fills the armory 
that day. Maybe next year 
you can form your own 
team and take part in the 
fun!

Ole, Lena, burgers and 
more!

Before I go this week, I 
want to point out some 
events that are taking 
place in the upcoming 
week. The Fairmont Unit-
ed Methodist Church is 
having their Wednesday 
suppers from 5 to 6 p.m. 
at the church. They serve 
A&W Swiss Burgers on 
the 15th and tacos with 
all the fixings on February 
22nd. Ole and Lena make 

a popular return to the 
Fairmont Opera House 
and win a cruise this Sat-
urday and Sunday. Satur-
day’s performance will be 
at 7:30 p.m. and Sunday’s 
starts at 2:00 p.m. Tickets 
are available for purchase 
at the Fairmont Opera 
House. Next Wednesday, 
February 22nd, the UCC 
Church of Fairmont will 
host their free commu-
nity supper from 5:30 to 
6:30 p.m. at the church on 
Downtown Plaza. Pulled 
pork sandwiches, pork 
and beans, and ice cream 
sundaes are being served. 
Also on Wednesday, Feb-
ruary 22nd the Jaguar 
Youth Football organiza-
tion is taking part in the 
Pizza Ranch Tip Night in 
Fairmont. Tips from 5 to 
8 p.m. that night will go 
towards purchase of foot-
ball equipment.

Have a great week!

Drive safely – visit a 
shut-in or family member 
– Eat, Play, Shop Local –    
help beat world hunger!

- Jeff

The things you do 
when you turn 50!

Naturally
By Al Batt

I watched bald ea-
gles in Alaska feed upon 
spawned-out salmon.

An adult eagle flew 
down to the river and 
snatched 
a fish. 
F i s h i n g 
s e e m e d 
effortless 
for the 
raptor.

O t h e r 
e a g l e s 
w a t c h e d 
the successful fisher bird.

It was quickly greeted 
by two young eagles.

The two weren’t saying, 
"Dad, you're home!"

What they were saying 
was, "Give me that fish!"

One of the youngsters 
was able to wrest the 
salmon away from its el-
der, only to have it pirated 
away by another eagle.

 Why do eagles prac-
tice piracy? It’s supposed 
to save time and effort, 
but it appeared as if they 
put more time and effort 
into stealing fish than they 
would catching them.

I walked like a penguin 
to avoid slipping on the 
ice. I leaned my torso for-
ward so that my center of 
gravity was on the front 
leg. Walking normally 
splits body weight evenly 
over both legs, which in-
creases the risk of losing 
my balance and falling.

As I moved from ice 
to snow, my shoes made 
squeaking sounds. When 
temperatures are low, 
there is more friction 
between snow crystals. 
When I stepped on the 
snow, the crystals rubbed 
against each other and 
broke, making a squeak-
ing sound. At 14 degrees 

and lower is when the 
snow becomes squeaky.

Every day is a Wonder-
land.

DNR’s Nongame 
Wildlife Program 
Bald Eagle Cam

 The first egg was laid 
in the nest located some-
where in the Twin Cities 
area on January 28th, the 
second on January 31st 
and the third egg on Feb-
ruary 3rd. The early nest-
ing may give young birds a 
biological head start. Early 
fledging provides addi-
tional time for eaglets to 
practice flying and forag-
ing skills before migration 
and harsher weather hits.

The eagle cam is at 
http://www.dnr.state.
m n . u s / f e at u re s / w eb -
cams/eaglecam/index.
html and is largely sup-
ported by voluntary con-
tributions, especially 
those indicated as a tax-
deductible donation on 
Line 21 of the state income 
tax form.

Q-and-A
"There was a headless 

rabbit in my yard. Who 
would do that to a bunny?" 
It’s not the work of a cult. 
It’s a hoodunit. A head-
less rabbit is most likely 
a sign that a great horned 
owl has been dining in 
the area. These owls often 
eat the heads of their prey 
first or carry them away, 
leaving the bodies behind. 
Great horned owls preyed 
upon our domestic ducks 
that were too stubborn to 
go into their building at 
night. The owls are able to 
use their talons to make 
surgical cuts. The crushing 
power in a great horned 
owl’s talons is 200 to 300 
pounds per square inch, 

many times stronger than 
the grip of the average hu-
man hand.

"Why did I see robins 
in January in Minnesota?" 
I’ve seen robins in the win-
ter in Minnesota every year 
of my life since I was able 
to sit up and take notice. 
I’m sure that some robins 
have always spent parts of 
winter in southern Minne-
sota. They move around in 
winter in a search for food. 
I’ve no idea how their sur-
vival rates compare to the 
robins that migrate.

"How do bald eagles 
keep their eggs warm in 
cold weather?" The par-
ents maintain the eggs at 
about 99 degrees Fahr-
enheit by keeping their 
brood patch in direct con-
tact with the eggs. A brood 
patch is a featherless spot 
on a bird's abdomen. Both 
eagle parents develop 
these during the mating 
season. The bare skin is 
at about 105 degrees, the 
body temperature of an 
eagle. The parents roll the 
eggs around with their 
beaks to aid in develop-
ment and to insure all eggs 
receive equal heat. Both 
male and female incubate 
the eggs, which hatch in 
about 35 days. The female 
is about a third larger than 
the male.

 "What birds nest early 
in Minnesota?" The great 
horned owl, bald eagle, 
rock pigeon, common ra-
ven, barred owl and house 
sparrow.

Upcoming events
The Bluebird Recovery 

Program Expo will take 
place on April 22nd at the 
Northfield Middle School. 
For further information, 
call Jenean Mortenson 
at 507-332-7003, Carrol 

Johnson at 507-649-0126 
or go to http://bbrp.org/
homepage/2017-expo/

The "All Things Spring" 
Horticulture Day is at 
the Waseca Southern 
Research and Outreach 
Center on March 4th. In-
formation can be found 
at https://sroc.cfans.umn.
edu

Thanks for stopping by

"It takes no more time 
to see the good side of life 
than to see the bad." Jimmy 
Buffett

"Always forgive your 
enemies; nothing annoys 
them so much." Oscar Wil-
de

DO GOOD.
© Al Batt 2017

Photo of bald eagle by Al Batt
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1225 Hwy 15 S Fairmont, MN
doolittlescarpetpaints.com

Store Hours: Monday 8:30-8 pm;
Tuesday-Friday 8:30-5:30 pm;

Sat 9-3 pm

Vignette® Modern Roman Shades

Choose Hunter Douglas shades today. 
Save energy year-round.
Keep your home warmer in winter and cooler in summer with select, insulating Hunter Douglas 
shades. They’re the smart and beautiful way to help lower your energy bills.   

JANUARY 14—APRIL 10, 2017

ON QUALIFYING PURCHASES OF 
HUNTER DOUGLAS WINDOW FASHIONS

$100         REBATE*

*Manufacturer’s mail-in rebate offer valid for qualifying purchases made 1/14/17–4/10/17 from participating dealers in the U.S. only. For certain rebate-eligible products, 
the purchase of multiple units of such product is required to receive a rebate. Rebate will be issued in the form of a prepaid reward card and mailed within 6 weeks of 
rebate claim receipt. Funds do not expire. Subject to applicable law, a $2.00 monthly fee will be assessed against card balance 6 months after card issuance and each 
month thereafter. Additional limitations may apply. Ask participating dealer for details and rebate form. ©2017 Hunter Douglas. All rights reserved. All trademarks used 
herein are the property of Hunter Douglas or their respective owners.17Q1NPVIC3

Doolittle's Carpet & Paint
1225 Highway 15 S
507-238-1155
www.doolittlescarpetpaints.com

Limited Time Offer!

“We’re More
Than Just  

Floors”

507 238-1155

Ryan Mortensen Memorial 
Fishing Tournament Highlights 

The Ryan Mortensen 
Memorial Fishing 
Tournament was held 
Saturday, February 
11th. Thanks to all who 
helped make it a suc-
cess! 

Thank you to all the 
kitchen help, silent 
auction volunteers, 
event organizers, the 
many volunteers to 
help make the event 
successful and espe-
cially the many family, 
friends and fishermen 
who turned out to help 
make this annual event 
a successful and fun 
day! (submitted photos)

Our 3 big winners - 
(left to right): 3rd place 
- Mike Christians, 1st 
place - Bryan Jensen 
and 2nd place - Mark 
Fujan

Denise Rouse, Owner, Boutique Giddy Up

Inhale Fashion...Exhale Style!
FASHION IS WHAT YOU BUY. STYLE IS WHAT YOU DO WITH IT.

      February........ The 
most Romantic month of 
the year. Some are lucky 
to have Romance in their 
lives, some can live with-
out it, and some are still 
searching for it. Wherever 
you are at in this scenario 
the answer is simple. Bring 
Romance into your ward-
robe! Romance on the 
prairie can look like this. 
A vintage pinup cowgirl 

top, cov-
er with 
a calico 
p r i n t 
d u s t e r 
with the 
oh so 
r o m a n -
tic bell 

sleeves, add a middi lace 
vest, top with tons of pearls. 
Pair this with ripped skin-

ny jeans and over the knee 
b o o t s . 
So femi-
n i n e 
a n d 
c h i c ! 
Another 
g r e a t 
c h o i c e 
w o u l d 
be a 

lace tunic top with a velvet 
slip under neath. Top with 
a beautiful lace scarf. How 
can you not feel roman-
tic? Go 
one better 
and add a 
beauti ful 
R o m a n -
tic hair 
style to 
complete 
your look. 
February would not be 

complete without a Love 
poem:

Not only did                                                                                                                                             
I love her, but I could tell                                                        
the universe loved  her, too. 

More than others. She 
was different.

After all, I would        
be a fool not to                                                                                                                                               
notice the way the                                                                                                                                              
sunshine played with her 
hair.        

Christopher Poindexter

Always remember, Life 
is a fashion show, and the 
world is your runway. 

MCW FFA member Parker Stevens trying to iden-
tify a species during the Fish and Wildlife contest. LO
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Turning Progress 
into Powerful  

Solutions for our 
customers 

cfscoop.com (507) 235-6334
517 Winnebago Ave. • Fairmont, MN 56031

• Industrial • Commercial • Farm
ELECTRICAL CONTRACTOR IN BUSINESS SINCE 1949

Design - Installation - Service
Fiber & Data Installation

Available after hours
(507) 236-2476

Pressure Washer
Sales & Service

Pressure Washer Sales
819 East 1st Street, Fairmont

Saluting the 
local area 

FFA chapters!

AUTO REPAIR & TOWING

410 E. Blue Earth Ave. • Fairmont  
507-235-5800

LB PORK
Becker Family

109 N. Bridgeman Street
Fairmont, MN

www.lbpork.com

238-9741
800-551-2186

815 E. BLUE 
EARTH AVE. 

FAIRMONT, MN

www.americanglassmn.com

Dan Smith
507-230-0301

104 South Dugan Street
Welcome, MN ~ 728-8745

P�E�A�E F�R S�R�N� A�D 
O�D�R Y�U� S�E� N�W�

1�4 S� D�g�n S�. W�l�o�e  5�7�7�8�8�4�

“Our Best” Grass seed
Brome Mix
Alfalfa Seed
Hay & Pasture
Sweet Corn Seed
Potatoes
onions
Fertilizers
crp mixes
Bird seeds
and much more!

We are preparing our shipment from the 
albert lea seedhouse for early spring. call or stop 

in to place your order!  

items we stock in the spring

go to 
alseedhouse.com 
to see a complete 
catalog of what 
there is to offer 

or stop in our 
mill to check out 

a catalog. any-
thing they have 

we can get! 

SALUTING ALL
LOCAL FFA
MEMBERS!

See us today
for all your
feed & seed

supplies!
Blue Earth, MN  |  507-526-2714

Sales  Service  Parts  |  www.KibbleEq.com

The FFA motto is: 
Learning to Do, Doing to 
Learn, Earning to Live, 
Living to Serve. 

Every day, members 
across the country live out 
the FFA motto, and the 
Martin County West FFA 
members are no excep-
tion. Knowing the impor-
tance of giving back, MCW 
FFA members strive to 
make their community a 
better place through vari-
ous activities throughout 
the year. 

Recently, MCW FFA 
members assisted with 
a benefit for one of their 
own FFA officers. On 
Christmas day, Alyssa Gil-
derhus, MCW FFA Officer-
At-Large, suffered from a 
very serious brain bleed, 
an AVM. After numerous 
ambulance rides from the 
Fairmont Hospital to the 
Mankato Hospital then 
finally to Rochester, the 
doctors had decided that 
Alyssa’s condition was 
very serious. Her parents 
were told that Alyssa need-
ed immediate surgery and 
chances of recovery were 
very small. After three ma-
jor brain surgeries, thera-
py, and other treatments, 
Alyssa is still fighting hard. 

She has been in the Roch-
ester Hospital for over 50 
days, 34 of which were 
spent in ICU. 

On January 29th, 2017 
the Sherburn Lions Club 
and the MCW FFA Chap-
ter held a benefit for Alyssa 
to help with medical bills. 
The pancake breakfast had 
almost 600 people in at-
tendance, including other 
FFA chapters (Austin and 
JCC). We want to thank 
everyone for their support 
and continued thoughts! If 
you would like to make a 
donation to Alyssa and her 
family, checks may be sent 
to Bank Midwest in Fair-
mont or Sherburn.

The annual kids gar-
dening program is run by 
MCW FFA members that 
dedicate every Wednes-
day morning in the sum-
mer to teach kids about 
gardening. There were 16 
kids in grades 1-5 that par-
ticipated in the kids gar-
dening program last sum-
mer. Eivey Kuehl, Alyssa 
Williamson and Sierra 
Williamson were the main 
instructors for the pro-
gram. Advisors Stephanie 
Wohlhuter and Jessica Da-
berkow assisted the FFA 
members in running the 

FFA motto: Living to Serve

program.
Another service that 

Martin County West FFA 
members provide is com-
munity garden shares. 
Emily Ziemer and Logan 
Potthoff worked on the 
garden 10-20 hours each 
week to ensure the best 
possible yield for commu-
nity members with shares 
in the garden. Each person 
who bought a share had 
the opportunity to receive 
certain amounts of pro-
duce each week.

The Martin County Fair 
is one place FFA mem-
bers are sure to be spot-
ted. They helped with a 
scavenger hunt last year, 
bringing many smiles to 
local children. Educating 
children about agriculture 
is very important to Mar-
tin County FFA members.

The Corn Drive allows 
MCW FFA members to 
collect grain and cash do-
nations to fund a variety 
of community projects 
and donations. In 2016, 
over $12,000 was donat-
ed by local farmers and 
businesses. Pairs of ex-
cited FFA members drove 
grain trucks to local farms 
or businesses and asked 
them to donate bushels of 
corn or money. The mon-

ey raised was used to fund 
Maverick Christmas, a do-
nation to Camp Courage, 
and many other projects.

Maverick Christmas is 
funded by the Corn Drive. 
Each year, there are fami-
lies that may need help 
making ends meet around 
Christmas. Martin County 
West FFA members want 
all children in their com-
munity to experience the 
Christmas magic that 
comes from opening up 
a present from someone 
who loves them. This past 
December, high school 
FFA members split into 
two teams; one went to 
Walmart, and the other to 
Shopko. At their respective 
stores, members picked 
out gifts for children, and 
spent a total of over $3,000 
on Christmas gifts. Junior 
High FFA members en-
joyed wrapping the gifts 
before they were sent to 
families.

Whenever someone 
is in need, FFA members 
are ready to help out. They 
truly believe that they are 
“living to serve” others. By 
doing this they are con-
tinually improving their 
school, community, and 
themselves.

MCW FFA team at Walmart

MAVERICK CHRISTMAS is an annual event where 
FFA members shop at Walmart and Shopko for over 
50 families in the school district, providing a package 
of clothing and toys for each child on the list.

MCW FFA team at Shopko

MCW FFA OFFICERS - Front (left to right):  Kooper 
Janssen, Karter Janssen, Logan Potthoff. Back (left to 
right): Eivey Kuehl, Emelia Melson, Maggie Bachen-
berg, Sierra Williamson, Alyssa Gilderhus, Emily 
Ziemer

State Degree Recipients - Students are Emily 
Ziemer, Aaron Ebeling, Karter Janssen, Maddy Ebel-
ing, Maggie Bachenberg and Sierra Williamson (not 
pictured: Alyssa Gilderhus)
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All the insurance you need from  
one agent. I take simple seriously. 

Contact me today.

One Agent for Life
and Auto

and Home

and Farm & Ranch

and Business

David Huset
1254 Lake Avenue
Fairmont
(507) 238-3334

Farm Bureau Life Insurance Company,* Farm Bureau Property & Casualty Insurance Company,* Western Agricultural
Insurance Company*/West Des Moines, IA. *Company providers of Farm Bureau Financial Services M131 (4-16)
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111 Guide St N    (507) 728-8251  
www.welcomestatebank.com  • Member FDIC

YOUR LOCAL INDEPENDENTLY OWNED COMMUNITY BANK

K&W Electric, Inc.
507-235-6571

Wayne Wannarka
800 N. Armstrong Drive • Fairmont • Fax (507) 235-6346

Saluting FFA chapters

For all your livestock 
hauling needs!

Fairmont, Minnesota

507-728-8836

Double D 
Dispatch

1225 E. Blue Earth Ave. • Fairmont, MN • (507) 235-3388
601 5th Ave. • St. James, MN • (507) 375-3311 • napastargroup.com

Watch for our NAPA Spring  
Filter Sale in March!

Hans Hinrichsen, Agronomist
Cell (507) 236-3191 • Work (507) 235-3422

Email: hans.h@heftyseed.com • www.heftyseed.com
1025 Fairview Ave. • Fairmont, MN

West Martin
Seeds

Chuck
236-4026

Gary 
236-0368

Trimont, Minnesota

Guy
236-7461

Tim 
399-3220

Follow us on Twitter!

Every winter, Fairmont FFA members package 
soup mix jars for Heaven's Table Food Shelf. This 
year, 72 jars were packaged, feeding over 35 fami-
lies in the local area. Pictured, left to right, back row:  
Camren Saxton, Andrew Moeller, Lance Becker, Ley-
ton Becker, Jack Rosenberg, Nick Thate, Jed Fowler. 
Front Row: Holly Petrowiak, Chloe Graif, Andrea 
Thate.

Fairmont FFA members assist at Farm Safety Day: 
Back Row; Andrew Moeller, Camren Saxton, Lance 
Becker. Front Row: Jazlyn Meyer, Chloe Graif, An-
drea Thate

Fairmont FFA Members, Lance Becker and An-
drew Moeller, teach a lesson on farm safety to local 
elementary students.

Fairmont FFA Members serve appetizers at the 
Farm-To-Table meal this summer: Briclyn Bonin, La-
rissa Becker, and Hannah Johnson

Fairmont FFA Members at Region 7 Proficiency/
Degree Interview Day. Left to right, back row: Reilly 
Hoefker, 1st Place, Wildlife Management: Andrew 
Moeller, 2nd Place, Poultry Production: Leyton Beck-
er, State FFA Degree Recipient: Justin Schwieger, 3rd 
Place, Diversified Ag Placement: Camren Saxton, 1st 
Place, Beef Entrepreneurship, 2nd Place, Beef Place-
ment: Lance Becker, 2nd Place, Swine Production 
Placement, State Degree Recipient. Front Row: Jaz-
lyn Meyer, 1st Place, Small Animal Production and 
Care: Chloe Graif, Region Officer Nominating Com-
mittee: Briclyn Bonin, Region 7 President.

Fairmont FFA Small Animals Team: Jenna Gus-
tafson, Jazlyn Meyer, Mallory Mosloski, Chloe Graif, 
Lindsey Tonne.

Freshman FFA members attend Region 7 Green-
hand Day: Larissa Becker, Region 7 Reporter, Carter 
Davis, Dan Betts, Mason Kotewa, Joni Becker, Briclyn 
Bonin, Region 7 President.

State Qualifying Fairmont FFA Wildlife Manage-
ment Team, 8th Place at the Region Level: Mike 
Maakestad, Nick Segar, Shawn Busche

(Pictured at left):State Qualifying Milk Quality and 
Products Team, 1st Place at the Region Level: Lance 
Becker, Andrew Moeller, Camren Saxton, Leyton 
Becker, Holly Petrowiak

Fairmont FFA Officer Team on their summer offi-
cer retreat: Lance Becker (Vice President), Camren 
Saxton (President), Andrew Moeller (Sentinel), Ley-
ton Becker (Treasurer), and Chloe Graif (Secretary)
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55 Downtown Plaza  • Fairmont, MN
Fairmont: 507-238-2008 • 

Trimont: 507-639-4301
www.petersonanthony.com

We salute all the 
area FFA members!

“Tomorrow’s leaders of 
America’s #1 industry...

Agriculture!”

Steve Pomerenke
866-525-0986
Connie Miller
888-660-2236
Grant Pomerenke
877-317-9366

Fairmont Veterinary
Clinic, LLP

PROFIT FROM OUR EXPERIENCE
Mike Tonne, Manager

East Chain, MN • (507) 773-4241 • 1-800-944-0083

Established
in

1959

Serving the
swine and beef

industries for
over 50 years

507-235-5116
2222 Lake Avenue | Fairmont, MN 56031

Proud to Be Your
John Deere

Dealer of Choice!

Hailey Olsen making pancakes at the Truman FFA 
annual pancake breakfast.

Truman FFA member Lydia Studer (FFA sweat-
shirt at left) in charge of refreshments at the break-
fast.Truman FFA supporters eating at the pancake 

breakfast. (all FFA photos submitted)

Fairmont FFA Members at the 2016 Fairmont FFA Banquet: Back Row: Antho-
ny Shimon, Steven Bulfer, Camren Saxton, Reilly Hoefker, Leyton Becker, Austin 
Philipp, Lance Becker, Caleb Johnson, Andrew Moeller, Carter Kotewa, Nathan 
Gillis, Nick Tonne, Brady Jensen. Front Row: Hannah Olson, Kaitlyn Cihoski, La-
rissa Becker, Chloe Graif, Briclyn Bonin, Dayna Madsen, Holly Petrowiak, Han-
nah Johnson, Logyn Cone
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I-90 Well Service
Fairmont • 238-1305

• Farm • Home • Municipal •
• Well Drilling • Well Repair •

• Complete Water Systems • Pump Repair •
• Wall Reconditioning & Sealing •
     • Horizontal & Vertical Drilling •  

        Geo-Thermal Heat Loops
www.wellsandseptics.com
EMERGENCY SERVICE

DeWar
Electric, Inc.

724 E. Blue Earth Ave., Fairmont
(507) 235-6677

Since
1952

For all your electrical needs...
• New construction
• Remodeling 
• Residential 
• Commercial
• Industrial • Farm

Strong 
Partnerships

We are proud to 
support our future 
leaders. 

BankMidwest.com • Member FDIC

Monday-Friday 7:30 a.m.-7 p.m.
Sat. 7:30 a.m.-6 p.m.; Sun. 12-4 p.m.

(507) 238-1823 • 1300 NORTH STATE ST, FAIRMONT, MN

Basement Walls • Foundation Repair • Interior Tiling •
Systems work in finished or unfinished basements

WE SOLVE BASEMENT PROBLEMS!

Free Estimates - Licensed - Insured

1-800-658-2501 or (507) 776-5201

Baarts Trucking
Saluting FFA Chapters

Northrop, MN • Dispatch 507-776-8161
Business Office 507-776-4436
Local & Long Distance Trucking

A Division of Tennyson Construction Truman, MN LIC NO. BC007029

WET, CRACKED or BUCKLING

Fairmont Office
103 N. Park St. • Fairmont, MN 56031 • 507-238-8300

usbank.com • 800-USABANKS

Member FDIC

FAREWAY 
FOOD STORES

500 SOUTH STATE STREET • FAIRMONT
MONDAY THROUGH SATURDAY 7:00 A.M. -   P.M. CLOSED SUNDAY
GROCERY 238-4737 | WWW.FAREWAY.COM | MEAT 238-4673

1210 E. 12th Street | Fairmont, MN
www.bandbpiping.com

PIPING CONSTRUCTION 
AND A WHOLE LOT MORE

(507 235-2608
info@gaspiping.com

Your “One Contract” Contractor

National FFA Week: 
February 18-25

Did you know?
Each year, FFA chap-

ters around the country 
celebrate National FFA 
Week. The week-long tra-
dition began in 1947 when 
the National FFA Board of 
Directors designated the 
week of George Washing-

ton's birthday as National 
FFA Week in recognition 
of his legacy as an agri-
culturist and farmer. The 
first National FFA Week 
was held in 1948. Today, 
FFA Week always runs 
Saturday to Saturday and 
encompasses February 

22nd, Washington's birth-
day.

National FFA Week did 
not start out as a week-
long event. At first it was 
National FFA Day. The 
1933 National FFA Con-
vention Proceedings re-
cords the beginning of FFA 
Day in this way: "Stewart 
of Montana requested the 
floor at this time to present 
a matter of general inter-
est. He suggested the idea 
of having a special Future 
Farmer Day some time 
during 1934, preferably on 
one of the regular national 
FFA broadcasting days. It 
was pointed out that the 
various state associations 
could perhaps plan spe-
cial state broadcasts also 
on that day and that chap-
ters might plan their father 
and son banquets on the 
date specified. The idea 
seemed to meet with gen-
eral delegate approval and 
after some discussion it 
was moved by Stewart that 
the Board of Trustees ar-
range for such a day; mo-
tion passed."

Educate and advocate!
National FFA Week is an 

opportunity for FFA mem-
bers, alumni and sponsors 
to advocate for agricultur-
al education and FFA. It's 
a time to share with local, 
state and national audi-
ences what FFA is and the 
impact it has on members 
every day.

Have fun!
There are a variety of 

events throughout the 
week that allow a chapter 
to communicate with oth-

ers what FFA is all about 
and ignite a passion for ag-
riculture! Some chapters 
host teacher appreciation 
breakfasts, others conduct 
"Agriculture Olympics" 
competitions, while still 
others reach out to the 
community through ser-
vice projects. This is just 
a small sampling of how 
chapters promote FFA in 
their schools and commu-
nities.

FFA Fact Sheet
FFA makes a positive 

difference in the lives of 
students by developing 
their potential for pre-
mier leadership, personal 
growth and career suc-
cess through agricultural 
education. FFA member-
ship today is comprised of 
649,355 student members 
in grades seven through 
12 who belong to one of 
7,859 local FFA chapters 
throughout the United 
States, Puerto Rico and the 
U.S. Virgin Islands.

FFA operates on local, 
state and national levels. 
Student members belong 
to chapters organized at 
the local school level. Agri-
culture educators serve as 
chapter advisors. Chapters 
are organized under state 
associations headed by an 
advisor and executive sec-
retary, often employees 
of the state department of 
education. States conduct 
programs and host annual 
conventions.

The National FFA Or-
ganization is governed by 
a board of directors, char-
ters state associations and 
provides direction, pro-
gram materials and sup-
port for local chapters and 
state FFA associations.

FFA was organized na-
tionally in 1928 in Kansas 
City, Mo. In 1950, Con-
gress granted FFA a federal 
charter, making it an inte-
gral part of public agricul-
tural instruction under the 
National Vocational Edu-
cation Act. FFA receives no 

federal funding.
FFA members earn $4 

billion annually through 
hands-on work experi-
ences and participate in 
and learn advanced ca-
reer skills in 47 national 
proficiency areas that 
range from food science 
and technology to wildlife 
management and produc-
tion agriculture. Through 
25 national career devel-
opment events, FFA mem-
bers are challenged by re-
al-life, hands-on skill tests, 
preparing them for career 
success.

The U.S. Department of 
Education provides lead-
ership and helps set direc-
tion for FFA as a service to 
state and local agricultural 
education programs.

TOP 6 U.S. STATES with 
largest FFA membership

115,630, Te x a s
83,917, California
40,881, Georgia
2 7, 2 0 5, Oklahoma
25,806, Ohio
25,784, Missouri

MISSION 
The National FFA Orga-

nization is an integral part 
of agricultural education 
by helping make class-
room instruction come 
to life through realistic, 

hands-on applications.
FFA members embrace 

concepts taught in agricul-
tural classrooms nation-
wide, build valuable skills 
through hands-on expe-
riential learning and each 
year demonstrate their 
proficiencies in competi-
tions that showcase real-
world agricultural skills.

Today’s FFA has evolved 
in response to expanded 
opportunities available in 
agriculture and its need to 
hire skilled and competent 
employees for 235 unique 
careers. The organization 
also helps students pre-
pare for careers in busi-
ness, marketing, science, 
communications, educa-
tion, horticulture, produc-
tion, natural resources, 
forestry and many other 
diverse fields.

The agricultural edu-
cation program provides 
a well-rounded, practi-
cal approach to learning 
through three compo-
nents: classroom educa-
tion, hands-on supervised 
agricultural career experi-
ences and FFA, which pro-
vides leadership opportu-
nities and tests students’ 
agricultural skills. 

Fairmont FFA 
Community Pancake 
Breakfast will be held 
on Saturday, February 
25th from 8:00-11:30 
a.m. at Fairmont Jr./Sr. 
High School in the Ag 
Room. Enter through 
Door 24 (south end 
of the building).  The 
breakfast is free, all are 
welcome: this is our 
way of saying "thank 
you" to the community 
that has supported us. 

 Fairmont FFA members participating in FFA Day 
at the Martin County Fair, teaching fairgoers about 
swine: Nick Segar, Lance Becker, Andrew Moeller, 
Jed Fowler
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The Minnesota Association of County Feedlot Officers will be 
sponsoring a training session for “Current Issues in Manure 
Management.” 
 

 

Current Issues in Manure Management

Date: February 22, 2017
Location:  Mankato National  

Guard Armory
Time: 11:00 am-3:30 pm  
Cost:$25 per person (lunch included)   

                             Reservations are required   
Contact Chris Meeks by February 17, 2017 to confirm your attendance.  
(507) 304-4384 •  email: Christopher.Meeks@BlueEarthCountymn.gov

Attendance at this program will meet the education requirements for the 
MN Dept. of Agriculture’s Commercial Waste Technician Licensing Program.

The training workshop is for commercial manure applicators and livestock 
producers who want to learn more about the developments in manure application.

AGENDA
11:00 – Registration & lunch until noon
Noon – Welcome
12:05 – CAWT License Program Update
12:35 – Nitrogen Management Update 
  1:35 – Break
  1:50 – Public Perception
  2:35 – MN Pollution Control Agency Update
  3:30 – Final remarks and instructions

This Ad is paid for by Martin County P & Z

Visit us online at: www.olsonrental.com

“Why Buy 
When You 

Can Rent?”

We also have attachments
available for these models!
PLUS: We have a JD tractor
and attachments available

Contractor/Home Equipment Rental
507-238-1393 • www.olsonrental.com

914 N. State St., Fairmont, MN

• HIGH REACH FORKLIFT • STUMPGRINDER • 6” WOODCHIPPER
• TRAIL MOUNTED 42’-60’ BOOM LIFTS AVAILABLE

DIXON
Small Engine

Service & Repair 
- All Makes
and Models

Pickup & Delivery 
In Fairmont Area.

Bobcat
553

Toro
Mini-Track 

Loader

Bobcat
S185

Kubota
SLD75

Bobcat
Skid 

Loaders

HARLEY POWER LANDSCAPE RAKE
Perfect for seed bedding, landscape lev-
eling, washboard driveway, roads-more!

NM ,tnomriaF • teertS kraP htuoS 411 
moc.knabmff.www • 6555-532 )705( sreciffO naoL laicremmoC dna gA ,frodnegliH naD dna euaL leahciM 

At First Farmers & Merchants Bank, Dan Hilgendorf 
and Michael Laue are skilled professionals in
agricultural and commercial lending.
Dan and Michael  put a high priority on helping 
farmers and businesses that support them become 
successful. You can trust them to help with your
business and financial planning. 

“First Farmers & Merchants
believes in you!”

950 N. State St., Fairmont
(507) 235-6638

www.grahamtire.net

E-mail: sales@boekett.com

Specializing in
Lumber Materials

& Livestock
Equipment
Fairmont, MN

235-6611 
Truman, MN
776-1204

for remodeling, converting, or new construction,
let us help with your specific design needs.

507-436-5433

TRIUMPH STATE BANK

Member
FDIC

P.O. Box 329 • Trimont, Minnesota 56176
507-639-2981

800 W. LAKE AVE., FAIRMONT
235-6909

WWW.AGLABS.COM fairmontphotopress.com | P> 507.238.9456

Celebrate! National
FFA
Week!

MCW CORN DRIVE CREW, left to right: Quintin Greier, Mitchell Steuber, 
Tommy Kotewa, Chloe Hartman, Lydia Studer, Derek Shoen, James Hodge, Clay 
Gieske, Brett Davis, Tucker May, Parker Stevens, Micah Hudson, Zach Jahnz, 
Bailey May
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Innovative Drainage and Water 
Solutions Since 1887

1001 Timberlake Road • Fairmont, MN
1-888-367-7473 • 507-238-4791

Saluting all local
FFA chapters!

1025 Bixby Road
Fairmont, MN

(507) 235-9506
nascoequip.com

BEHLEN

Peters Insurance Agency
206 North State Street • Fairmont

507-238-2882

Future Farmers of America makes a positive 
difference by developing members’ potential for 
premier leadership, personal growth and career 
success through agriculture education.
Today’s FFA members are tomorrow’s leaders of 
American agriculture.

We Offer

AGRICULTURAL 
LOANS

Invest In
Your

Community

We’re Still Your
Full Service Bank!

Home-Owned
Independent

Bank

STATE BANK
of FAIRMONT

Set Up An
Appointment With

Tim Anderton
Today!

918 E. Blue Earth Ave, Fairmont, MN
(507) 238-4287Member 

FDIC

BIG TRUCK/SEMI REPAIR
SPECIALIZING IN
 D.O.T Inspections  Minor Engine Repair
 Complete P.M. Services   Beeline Laser Alignments
 Frame Rail Work: lengthen, shorten, painting

*Warranty All Repairs*

507-399-3074 - MIKE OR MARTIN

Cassidy Wannarka,
Bookkeeper

 Air Conditioner Repair
 Huck Gun Riveting 5/16",
1/4", 3/8"

Trailer welding repair:
  steel, aluminum, stainless

BRIAN WANNARKA TRUCK REPAIR & EXCAVATING
MON-FRI 8AM-5PM  |  1832 110TH STREET • FAIRMONT, MN  |  SATURDAY BY APPOINTMENT

IMPACT CRUSHER ON-SITE!
Class 7 & 1x3 Rock Available

Can Do Custom Rock!
Recycled cement perfect for roads, fill, foundation , and more

507-380-5571 - BRIAN

To book a tour:  1-888-434-2426
http://jackson.agcocorp.com/ Member F.D.I.C.

P.O. Box 388  • Trimont, MN 56176

Salutes all 
Local

Area FFA
Chapters

Supporting tomorrows 
leaders in agriculture.

800-445-4118
www.NuWayCoop.com

Supporting tomorrows 
leaders in agriculture.

800-445-4118
www.NuWayCoop.com

Supporting tomorrows 
leaders in agriculture.

800-445-4118
www.NuWayCoop.com

Supporting tomorrows 
leaders in agriculture.

800-445-4118
www.NuWayCoop.com

Call to make an appointment: 507-238-4844
or stop by our office, located in Sterling Drug in Five 

Lakes Centre, Fairmont • www.smartclinicpa.com

We Support FFA!

I-90 GRAIN SYSTEMS • SALES & SERVICE
1009 North Main Street • Blue Earth, MN • 507-526-5800

Tony Cell: 507-525-5800 • Office: 507-526-5800
www.i90grainsystems.vpweb.com • 1973lizard@gmail.com

Saluting 
all the local

FFA Chapters

Supporting Our FFA Clubs!

2838 60th Street | Granada, MN | 773-4571

PART #  DESCRIPTION  REGULAR  SALE

ROW UNIT PARTS

G1K272  2000 Series Row Unit Shank (does not include GA0811 cover) $ 248.47 $ 209.11
G2100-03  Bearing, 7/8” Hex Bore  $  11.88  $ 9.69
GA2012L  LH Disc Scraper  $  3.52  $ 3.05
GA2012R  RH Disc Scraper  $  3.52  $ 3.05
GA2014  Opener Bearing  $  6.73  $ 5.61
GA2068  HD Down Force Spring (bolt adjustment)  $  17.29  $ 14.79
GA6171  Bearing (bolt on style)  $  10.11  $ 8.68
GA6434  Closing Wheel (bolt on style)  $  40.80  $ 35.70
GA8324  Opener Disc Assembly  $  32.64  $ 21.99
GB0218  Parallel Arm Bushing  $  0.61  $ 0.51
GB0301  Seed Tube Guard (3000 series)  $  11.73  $ 9.95
GD8249  Down Pressure Spring (quick adjustment)  $  6.17  $ 5.10
GD8460  Closing Wheel Spring (lever adjustment)  $  6.43  $ 5.11

FINGER PICKUP METER PARTS

GA2020  Corn Meter Brush  $  2.24  $ 1.89
GD1046  Corn Meter Housing (2000 series and prior)  $  9.70  $ 8.67
GD11286  Seed Belt  $  6.63  $ 5.77
GR1848  Finger Wheel Assembly  $  36.57  $ 28.92
GR1569  Finger Carrier w/brush  $  32.13  $ 24.48

PART #  DESCRIPTION  REGULAR  SALE

Brush-Type Seed Meter Parts

GA5699  Upper Brush regular price              $ 9.14 $ 
GA5834  Lower Brush regular price          $ 16.32 $
GA5794  60 Cell Seed Disc (black)  $ 10.49  $ 9.18
GA6184  48 Cell Seed Disc (dark blue)  $ 11.48  $ 10.45

SEED LUBRICANT*

GR0146  Graphite, 1 lb. Bottle    $ 4.99
GR1842  Graphite, 5 lb. Jug  $ 16.83  $ 15.22

Regular graphite use will prolong the life of the seed meter components,
improve seed spacing, and may reduce buildup of seed treatments.

GR1570 Talc, 8 lb. Jug    $ 15.00
   

Talc may be added to graphite to reduce seed treatment buildup on seed meter components for
humid conditions and/or when extra seed treatment has been applied.

*Consult operator’s manual for application amounts and directions.

©Copyright 2014 by Kinze Manufacturing Inc. Kinze®, the Kinze® logo, are trademarks owned by 
Kinze Manufacturing, Inc.Kinze Manufacturing, Inc. reserves the right to make changes in engineering, 
design and specifications, or add improvements at any time without notice or obligation.

SALE ENDS MARCH 31, 2015.

®

STOCK UP 
AND SAVE BIG!

8.47
14.70

10% Discounts

Now through 

March 31, 2017!

1205 Bixby Road
Fairmont, MN
507.235.3358 
800.813.8300

WEEK OF 
FEBRUARY 19, 1992
Photo by Harold ad-

vertised a new service, 
Premium 35 photofin-

ishing, available through 
J&R Drug in downtown 
Fairmont. The customer's 
"3x5 or 4x6 color prints 
are returned overnight in 
handsome album pages 
and your precious nega-
tives are sleeved for extra 

protection."
* * * 

The approximately 
45-piece Fairmont City 
Band was to appear at the 
Fairmont Opera House. 
The band annually enter-
tains hundreds at Sylvania 
Park during the summer 
and has existed for many 
decades, but a winter con-
cert had been done only 
once before, in 1989.

* * * 
The Martin County 

Arena, formerly called the 
Multi-Use Facility, now 
had a lighted sign on the 
west end of the build-
ing facing the highway at 
the Martin County fair-
grounds. The sign was pur-
chased with money donat-
ed by Northland Beverage 
with the City of Fairmont 
and the Martin County 
Agriculture Society paying 
for the wiring. The arena is 

operated six months of the 
year by the city for an ice 
skating and hockey arena. 
The other six months the 
Agricultural Society oper-
ates it, including the Mar-
tin County Fair.

WEEK OF
FEBRUARY 19, 1967
George A. Barden, 

83-year-old retired mer-
chant, was named Fair-
mont's Outstanding 
Citizen for 1966. Other 
nominees that year were 
Mrs. A. N. Grube and Mrs. 
J. A. Nightingale.

* * * 
American Field Service 

students from area schools 
were to speak at a supper 
in Fairmont, sponsored 
by the Veterans of Foreign 
Wars Auxiliary.

A new Oliver imple-
ment dealership, Teeter 
Farm and Home Supply, 
was opening at 1300 N. 
State St. by Bill Teeter, who 
had been operating a simi-
lar business in Armstrong, 
Iowa.

* * * 

Willis Freitag of the 
Fairmont Carpet Service 
was flat on his back, nurs-
ing a painful injury of the 
knee. The mishap oc-
curred while taking the 
kids on a Ski-Doo ride on 
the Amber Lake ice.
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1300 NORTH STATE ST.

Over 
500

batteries
ready
to go!

FAIRMONT
MINNESOTA

 

(507) 235-9009 • Fairmont, MN

PLUMBING, 
HEATING & 
COOLING

WATER SOFTENERS
& REVERSE OSMOSIS

DRINKING FILTERS

Smart  ltration
plus

unmatched
operating ef ciency.

Demolition/Shinglers: Full - $365 (up to 35 sq.)
Solid Waste/Garbage: Full - $340 (10 cu. yards)

S $36 3
USE LIKE A DUMPSTER (6 DAYS MAX)

Mike’s Trailer Rental

We Deliver It - You Load It - We Dump It
• Less $$ for Partial Loads

mikesdumptrailerrental.com 

Call: 507-848-4575

914 N. State St., Fairmont, MN 56031
Mon-Fri: 7:30-5:30  Sat: 7:30-1:00

olsonrentals.com

- Personal/Commercial Lawn Equipment
- Power Washers   - Small Engine Repair

507-238-1393
● Sales    ● Service    ● Repair

Laurie Truesdell
Longarm Quilting

Dandi Stitchin
www.dandistichin.com

507-236-4109
962 70th St. ¤ Sherburn, MN

Like us on Facebook
dandistitchin@hotmail.com

MARKETPLACE
P R O M O T E 
S E L L 
A D V E R T I S E

T H E

$15
PER WEEK

FULL SERVICE PAINTING

Allan Eppens

507-235-6007
or

507-236-0066
Fairmont

AERIAL PROFESSIONAL TREE CARE

24 Hour Emergency Storm Damage
. Competitive Pricing 
. Farm Groves
. Tree Trimming, Removal

& Risk Assessment
. Over 70 Years

Professional Exerience

KIMMET FAMILY TREE SERVICE

Fairmont, MN • Lic# BC639690

(515) 320-4493Lifetime

Warranty

Specializing in
Roo ng, Asphalt
& Steel Shingles

Chuck’s
Roofi ng &

Siding

POOLEY’S 
SCRAP
IRON

620 N. Main
Fairmont, MN

(507) 238-4391

HOURS:
Monday-Friday

7:30 a.m.-12 noon
& 1-4:30 p.m.

Closed Saturday

RECYCLE
ALUMINUM 
CANS HERE

Benjamin Rosa

Phone: (507) 399-95700

MN DOLI License #20639548

Residential
Building

Contractor and
Roofi ng Specialist

Call for free estimate

BOAT HOUSE
The

903 Lake Ave. • Fairmont, MN
(507) 235-6931

Sales 
Service
Repair

 Repair on all 
makes and models
of snowblowers 
and mowers.

Martin County
Veteran Services 
wants to thank 

our veterans and 
their families for 
their service and 

call 507-238-3220 

The experts in residential
and commercial cleaning.

27 years in service!

Services Include:
Carpet & Furniture • Tile Floors

• Fire & Smoke Cleanup
• Entrance Rugs • Janitorial Service

Carpet Service
(507) 235-3765 • Fairmont, MN

cvosschemdry@gmail.com

Systems work in  nished or un nished basements

A Division of Tennyson Construction • Truman, MN • Ctr. Lic. #BC007029

WE SOLVE BASEMENT PROBLEMS!

1-800-658-2501 or (507) 776-5201

Free Estimates • Licensed
Insured • Locally Owned

Farmland
Tree Service

Insured and Free Estimates
SCOTT • 507-236-3951 • 507-764-4879
Of ce: 311 Delana Street, Sherburn, MN

Still serving the area after 30 years.
Arborist by trade.

• Tree Trimming & Removal
 • New & Old Grove Trimming
• Stump Removal & Cleanup

• Lake Bank Trimming • Gutter Cleaning

• Boats, ATV’s, UTV’s, motorcycles,
scooters, dirt bikes, watercraft.

We work on all makes and models
• Parts and accessories

• Storage available

WINTERIZATION 
MAINTENANCE

211 E Main ST | Ceylon, MN | 507-632-4666
Open: Mon-Fri, 8am-12pm, 1pm-5pm

Sat, 8am-12pm

1 E M i ST | C l MN | 507 632 466

507-236-7124
FAIRMONT, MN

garyparksidingandwindows@gmail.com

• Siding • Windows 
• Soffi t & Fascia • Doors

FOR ALL YOUR
HOME IMPROVEMENT NEEDS

MN Lic. #CR637468

Sukalski Concrete 
Construction

Rodney Sukalski
507-236-4585
Nathan Sukalski
507-848-5781

Agricultural Specializing in
grain bin pads

Residential, Stamping, Removal, 
Staining, Basements - ICF’s

rodneysukalski@gmail.com

David Johnson,
Registered Principal Investment Representative

TRUST MATTERS.
ESPECIALLY WHEN IT’S
YOUR MONEY.

111 E. 2nd Street · Fairmont, MN 56031
507 235 3443 offi ce · 507 236 2310 mobile
davidp.johnson@lpl.com · www.lplfairmont.com
· Member FINRA/SIPC

Fairmont
Eagles

Aerie #3394

Dave Nutt, Events Planner
507-236-5928 • racenutt@midco.net

1228 Lake Avenue
Fairmont, MN

Call Us for Hall Rental:
Weddings, Anniversaries,

Meetings, Private Parties & More!
Full Service Bar Available!

(507) 236-8811
Quality used furniture,
appliances, household,
& miscellaneous items.

FRED HOOPS 1119 Lake Ave.
Fairmont, MN 56031

∙ Receptions
∙ Reunions
∙ Meetings
∙ Parties
∙ & More

RENT     PARSONAGE!
We’re the perfect place
to host your gathering.

Call Martin County Historical
Society’s Pioneer Museum
for details: 507-235-5178
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CAVERS
REALTY, INC.

1140 Torgerson Drive, 
Fairmont, MN

cavers@frontiernet.net
www.caversrealty.com

www.realtor.com

This Week’s Martin County

REAL ESTATE TRANSFERS
brought to you by

330 South 
Central Avenue

Truman, MN 

507.776.5221
See us for Individual & Business 

Tax Planning & Preparations
Services Built & Designed to meet your tax needs!

The difference is

I care. I listen to you.
Linda Thate Eisenmenger, CPA
Tax & Accounting

Handles individual and business tax services
More than 20 years of experience
Personal attention to your needs

121 West Blue Earth Avenue
Fairmont, MN 56031
Phone: 507.235.3142

Fax: 507.238.4170
Email: linda@LTEcpa.comLTE•

PAYING
TOO MUCH?

• Individual
returns

• Business
returns

• Tax planning
Call us for a quote 

of our reasonable rates!

Evening and weekend 
appointments available.

AGENCY
TAX

SERVICE
112 W. 1st St.

(Next to Edie’s Restaurant) 
Fairmont, MN

Stew Murfield, Owner

(507) 238-2054

WARRANTY DEEDS
Kevin B. Zimmer to John E. Zimmer, E.1313.42' of S½ 

exc. RR, SE¼, 2-102-30
John E. Zimmer, John E. Zimmer, Atty.-in-fact, Nelda 

J. Zimmer to Kevin B. Zimmer, SE¼SW¼, 2-102-30
Malorie Thompson, Todd Thompson to Laura S. 

Koch, Zachary R. Koch, Pt. W½SE¼, 27-101-29
Nathalie M. Daum to Nathalie M. Daum, Trustee, 

Nathalie M. Daum Trust, S½SE¼, 31-101-33
Linda L. McClintock to Kenny and Kris Sieverd-

ing Trust, Kenny Sieverding, Trustee, Kris Sieverding, 
Trustee, Lot 103, GS12, Belle Vue Estates Condo No. 1

Allison N. Lupke-Vrieze, Allison Vrieze, Nathan L. 
Vrieze to Jaimie L. Johnson, Lot 11, Pt. Lots 10 and 9, 
Block 27, Original Plat Triumph

Minnesota Housing Finance Agency to Air Med LLC, 
Lot 11, Exc. E.25', Block 1, 1st Ext. Wards Central Addn.

QUIT CLAIM DEEDS
Stephanie Jacobson to James P. Dahle, Lot 4, E.4' Lot 

5, Block 19, Original Plat Triumph
Kandi A. Aguinaga to Emmanuel S. Aguinaga, Lot 6, 

S.8' Lot 7, Block 10, Taylor & Johnsons 3rd Addn.
Teresa M. Tonneson, Troy D. Tonneson to Dayle F. 

Tonneson, Lots 7 and 8, Block 1, Legion Subd., Northrop
Arthur E. Miller, Bonnie J. Miller to Bonnie and Ar-

thur Miller Revocable Trust, Arthur E. Miller, Trustee, 
Bonnie J. Miller, Trustee, Pt. OL 10, Campbells Addn., 
Welcome

Arthur E. Miller, Bonnie J. Miller to Bonnie and Ar-
thur Miller Revocable Trust, Arthur E. Miller, Trustee, 

A ROTH IRA is a great way
to protect your nest egg from taxes. 

Give Steve a call today!
Steve Roesner
Registered Representative
Fairmont: 105 Lake Avenue

Main 507-235-5538
Direct 507-235-7567

stephen.roesner@
ceterais.com

Securities and insurance products are offered through Cetera Investment Services LLC, member FINRA/SIPC. 
Advisory services are offered through Cetera Investment Advisers LLC. Neither firm is affiliated with the financial 
institution where investment services are offered. Investments are: *Not FDIC insured *May lose value *Not 
financial institution guaranteed *Not a deposit *Not insured by any federal government agency.

IRA?Like the thought of 
tax-free earnings on your

Bonnie J. Miller, Trustee, Lots 1 and 2, Exc. N.31', Block 
5, Grafs 3rd Addn., Truman

Catharine L. Johnson, Richard E. Johnson to Catha-
rine L. Johnson Living Trust, Catharine J. Johnson, 
Trustee, Richard E. Johnson, Trustee, Richard E. John-
son Living Trust, Lot 7, Blok 1, Cedar Creek Addn.

CONTRACTS FOR DEED
Southside Investment LLC to Cinco Group LL, Pt. Lot 

1, block 1, 4th Ext. Country Side Addn.
Linda Sparks, Richard Sparks, Tamara L. Sparks, 

Thomas Sparks to Jeffrey Sparks, S.34.5' Lot 9, N.30' Lot 

• Allen Kahler, 764-3591    • Ryan Kahler, 764-4440
• Kevin Kahler, 235-5014        • Dan Pike, 847-3468
• Doug Wedel, 236-4255          • Dar Hall, 327-0535

Dustyn Hartung 507-236-7629  • Leah Hartung 507-236-8786
923 N. State St., Suite 170, Fairmont, MN

Kahler, Hartung & Wedel Auction Companies and Dan Pike
Auction Company, (507) 238-4318; Dar Hall Auction Co.

UPCOMINGAUCTIONS

For upcoming auction flyers:
auctioneeralley.com -or- 

danpikeauction.com

PRIVATE LISTINGS: Check with us for private listings 
on 151 acre parcel in Westford Township and 273 acre 
parcel in Fraser Township. Both by private sale method. 
Please contact Dustyn Hartung at 507-236-7629.

Thursday, February 23, 10:30 a.m.-JAMES RILEY ESTATE- 
80 acres bare farmland. Auction to be held at to be held at the 
Lakefield Legion Hall, located in Sec. 7 Sioux Valley Twp – Jackson 
county.  Dan Pike & Associates

Thursday, March 16, 2017, 10:30 a.m.- GRANT ESTATES- 
Outstanding 200 acres bare farm land located in sec 29 Amboy twp. 
Cottonwood county, to be offered at 80 & 120 acre parcels. Sale to 
be held at the Windom MN Comm Center

Private Listing: 240 acres +/- of prime farmland located in 
Center Creek Twp., Martin Co., MN. Top producing farm w/
excellent soil types, has some woodlands/pasture with county 
tile. Being sold by private sales method.  Please contact 
Dustyn Hartung 507-236-7629 or Allen Kahler 507-764-3591 
for details!

Ronald J. Arens, CPA, PC
✍  Income Tax  ✍  Accounting  ✍  Bookkeeping Service
✍  Financial Statements  ✍  Electronic Filing Available

✍  Individuals & Small Businesses

1254 Lake Avenue, Fairmont, MN 56031

(507) 238-9028

10, Block 1, Meyers Addn.
DEEDS OF DISTRIBUTION
Lane Slater, Per. Rep., Steven R. Slater Estate to Lance 

Slater, Lot 10, Block 15, Lake George Addn.
TRUSTEE DEEDS
Vanessa A. Kettner, Dale F. Kettner Revocable Living 

Trust to Natalie A. Kettner, Trustee, Vanessa A. Kettner, 
Trustee, Kettner Family Trust, 1/2 Int. SW¼, exc. 2 
tracts, 17-104-30; 1/2 Int. Pt. NE¼SE¼, 1/2 Int. Pt. Govt. 
Lot 14, SE¼, 18-104-30

In your life, you will 
want to take many jour-
neys. Some are physical – 
perhaps you’ll finally visit 
the French Riviera or the 
Caribbean. Others involve 
personal growth – one 
day, you’ll finally become 
fluent in that foreign lan-
guage you’ve been study-
ing. But of all the destina-
tions you can identify, few 
will be as important as 
retirement – specifically, 
a comfortable retirement. 
And that’s why it’s so im-
portant to consider the 
“roadblocks” you might 
encounter on your road 
to the retirement lifestyle 
you’ve envisioned.

Here are five of the most 
common obstacles:

•Insufficient invest-

Try to overcome “Roadblocks”
 to a comfortable retirement

ments – Very few of us 
have ever reported invest-
ing “too much” for their 
retirement. But a great 
many people regret that 
they saved and invested 
too little. Don’t make that 
mistake. Contribute as 
much as you can afford to 
your 401(k) or other em-
ployer-sponsored retire-
ment plan, and increase 
your contributions when-
ever your salary goes up. 
Even if you do participate 
in your retirement plan at 
work, you may also still be 
eligible to fund an IRA, so 
take advantage of that op-
portunity, too. And always 
look for other ways to cut 
expenses and direct this 
“found” money toward 
your retirement.

• Underestimating your 
longevity – You can’t pre-
dict how long you’ll live, 
but you can make some 
reasonable guesses – and 
you might be surprised at 
your prospects. Accord-
ing to the Social Secu-
rity Administration, men 
reaching age 65 today can 
expect to live, on aver-
age, until age 84.3, while 
women turning age 65 
today can anticipate liv-
ing, on average, until age 
86.6. That’s a lot of years 
– and you’ll need to plan 
for them when you create 
long-term saving, invest-
ing and spending strate-
gies. 

•Not establishing a 
suitable withdrawal rate – 
Once you are retired, you 
will likely need to start 
withdrawing money from 
your 401(k), IRA and other 
retirement accounts. It’s 
essential that you don’t 
withdraw too much each 
year – obviously, you don’t 
want to run the risk of 
outliving your resources. 
That’s why you need to 
establish an annual with-
drawal rate that’s appro-
priate for your situation, 

Financial
Focus

Paul Schellpeper, Drew Schellpeper, Wyman Fischer, Mandi Kosbab

Provided by:

Financial Advisors, Edward Jones, www.edwardjones.com, Member SIPC

incorporating variables 
such as your age, the val-
ue of your retirement ac-
counts, your estimated 
lifestyle expenses, and 
so on. Calculating such 
a withdrawal rate can be 
challenging, so you may 
want to consult with a pro-
fessional financial advisor. 

•Taking Social Security 
at the wrong time – You 
can start taking Social Se-
curity as early as age 62, 
but your checks will be 
bigger if you wait until 
your full retirement age, 
which will probably be 66 
or 67, or when your pay-
ments “max out” at 70. You 
might not be able to afford 
to wait until then, but by 
postponing the date you 
begin taking withdrawals, 
you could help yourself 
considerably.

•Ignoring inflation – It’s 
been low in recent years, 
but inflation hasn’t disap-
peared, and it could rise at 
exactly the wrong time – 
when you’re retired. That’s 
why you’ll want your port-
folio to include some in-
vestments with the poten-
tial to outpace inflation, 
even during your retire-
ment years. 

By being aware of these 
roadblocks, and taking 
steps to overcome them, 
you can help smooth your 
journey toward retirement 
– and once you get there, 
you may enjoy it more. 

This article was written 
by Edward Jones for use by 
your local Edward Jones 
Financial Advisor.

LOCAL
eat play shop
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MARMADUKE “Hello, my name is Marmaduke and I’m 10 months old. I 
was born with a birth defect in my right back leg and also I injured the same 
leg. The vet thought it was best to amputate that leg. I am also one eyed! 
Even with my problems I can still run, jump and play just like a normal kitten. 
I currently live with an adult, a teenager, a small dog and two cats. 
MARVIN looks like a big tough guy, but when you reach out to pet him you 
discover he is a marshmallow of a guy. Marvin loves to have his head petted 
and loves people attention. This gray tabby has striking green eyes.
CLETUS has silky long black hair. He is declawed, well-mannered, and 
friendly. He likes to sit on laps and is ok with kids. Cletus’s best friend at his 
previous home was a dog, so he would be happy to live with a friendly fido.

HOURS: Tue & Thurs 6-8 p.m. • Sat 10 a.m.-2 p.m.

A FEW OF OUR DOGS AVAILABLE FOR ADOPTION:

A FEW OF OUR CATS AVAILABLE FOR ADOPTION:

The Carl Nettifee Memorial Animal Shelter
522 E. MARGARET ST. • FAIRMONT, MN • 238-1885

pawprints.petfinder.com
Email: pawprints01@hotmail.com

JOSIE is a friendly 7 year old pure bred German Shepherd. She is used to 
living inside with her people. Josie is friendly with strangers, and loves going 
for car rides. Unfortunately, Josie has Exocrenic Pancreatic Insufficiency 
(EPI). Her pancreas does not excrete the enzymes needed to digest her 
food properly. Her condition is managed by mixing her food with an enzyme 
supplement. When done correctly, she is stable and healthy.
MAX is a Chihuahua and Yorkie mix, with medium length brown and white 
hair. Max loves people food and aggressively begs for it, so would be best 
in a home with no children. Max seems to be fine with other dogs and nice 
cats. 

MARTIN COUNTY HUMANE SOCIETY

On Saturday, Febru-
ary 11th, 35 Fairmont 
Cardinal speakers took 
home second place as a 
team honors at the Cru-
sader Classic at Mankato 
Loyola High School.

In Varsity, Fairmont 
had four first place fin-
ishes, Ben Hernes in 
Interpretation of Prose, 
Emma Koelher in Poetry, 
Lauren Carlson in Infor-
mative Speaking, and 
Emily Haugen in Extem-
poraneous Reading.

Second place honors 
went to Eric Head, Cre-

ative Expression, Lexi 
Fischer in Humorous In-
terpretation and Mikayla 
Soelter in Storytelling. 
Third place awards went 
to Apoorva Komaragiri 
in Prose, Izzy Munch in 
Humorous Interpreta-
tion and Mikayla Soelter 
in Prose earned fourth 
place honors.

In the Novice divi-
sion Ameya Komeragiri 
earned first place hon-
ors in Original Oratory. 
Second place finishes 
went to Alyse Schwebke 
in Creative Expression, 

Annika Wheeler in Story-
telling and Grace Higgins 
in Original Oratory. Katy 
Pedroza earned third 
place in Prose. Emily 
Kerekes in Extemporane-
ous Reading and SkyeLi 
Malo in Humorous Inter-
pretation earned fourth 
place honors. Fifth place 
honors went to Ethan 
Grunewald in Discussion 
and Lucas Simpson in 
Storytelling.

The team will travel 
to Mankato West High 
School on Saturday, Feb-
ruary 18th.

35 Fairmont Cardinal speakers 
compete at Mankato Loyola Classic

Blue Earth Area Emerald - left to right: Bryan 
Karp, Ben Backstrom, Hunter Rock, Jacob Willette

Blue Earth Knowledge 
Bowl team continues strong

The 2017 Senior High 
Knowledge Bowl season 
continues to be strong for 
the Blue Earth Area squad.  
At the Minnesota New 
Country School last Fri-
day in Mankato, the BEA 
Emerald team with Ben 
Backstrom, Lucas Deter-
man, Bryan Karp, Hunter 
Rock, and Jacob Willette, 
finished in fourth place in 
the field of 38 teams from 
12 different schools.  

Determan left imme-
diately after the competi-
tion to travel to St. Cloud, 
where he competed as 
part of the robotics team. 
Senior High Knowledge 
Bowl coaches for these 
students is Will Howieson 
with assistance from Mike 
Ellingsen. The next com-
petition for the Bucs was  
in Sleepy Eye on Monday, 
February 10th.

Zayne Engel signed his letter of intent with Beth-
any Lutheran College in Mankato. Zayne is also a 
member the MLHS 1,000 Point Club reaching that 
milestone early in the 2016-17 season. He is the son 
of Jason and Melissa Engel of Granada. Zayne is pic-
tured with JAGS coach Brian Borkenhagen and MLHS 
Athletic Director  T om Taylor. (Submitted photo)

ONE TIMER – Mankato West’s Courtney Bloemke 
shoots on Fairmont’s goalie Sadie Sandersfeld as 
teammate Taylor Nuss looks on. Nuss and teammate 
Cori Emler had goals for the Cardinals. The Scarlet’s 
eliminated the Cards (9-14-2) from the Section 3A 
playoffs with a 3-2 win. Courtesy fairmontsports.com

THIRD PLACE – The Fairmont/Martin County 
West Magic placed third in the Big South Conference 
gymnastics meet last Saturday night. The Magic com-
pete in the Section 3A Meet this Saturday in Windom. 
BSC meet results: Worthington 142.8, JCC 140.35, 
Magic 138.925, New Ulm 136.275. (Submitted photo)

DOUBLE TEAM – Cards #41 Claire Cutler and Tay-
lor Crissinger attempt to block New Ulm’s Meleah 
Reinhart shot. The Eagles edged the Cardinals 51-45 
last Thursday night. Courtesy gregabelphotography.
com

BREAKAWAY – Cardinals Thomas Havnen shoots 
on goal. New Ulm goalie made the stop while team-
mates #7 Ryan Esser and Max Heiderscheidt look 
on. The Eagles shutout the Cards 12-0 last Thursday 
night. Courtesy fairmontsports.com

NO REBOUND –  Cardinal goalie Colby Kuhl cov-
ers up a shot as Albert Lea’s Dawson Luttrell looks 
for a rebound. Cardinals  Karson Legred and Leyton 
Becker defend the play. The Tigers down the Cards 
10-0. Courtesy fairmontsports.com

THAT’S GRAND – Se-
nior Walker Tordsen 
needed 14 and finished 
with 20 points to join the 
Cardinals 1,000 point 
club during the Cards 
59-49 win over the Win-
dom Eagles Friday night. 
Tordsen joins Mitch Pf-
ingsten 2,113; Eric Hugo-
son 1,481; Jeff Janssen 
1,427 and Bob Winzen-
berg 1,271 as the Cardi-
nal all-time leading scor-
ers. (Submitted photo)
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Classifieds

 

AA/EEO | Veteran Friendly Employer

Fairmont Foods, Inc. 
Fairmont, MN
 is seeking applicants for the 

following  positions:

Warehouse Manager
Quality (all levels)
Purchasing
Maintenance
General Production

Health Insurance • Life Insurance • Short and Long Term Disability
401(K) Plan • Dental • Vision • Paid Vacation/Holidays

Apply in person at:
905 E. 4th St., Fairmont, MN 56031  

Email resume to:
dross@downsfoodgroup.com

 9348

DENTAL Insurance
Physicians Mutual Insurance Company

A less expensive way to help get
the dental care you deserve

If you’re over 50, you can get coverage for about $1 a day*

Keep your own dentist! NO networks to worry about

No wait for preventive care and no deductibles – 
you could get a checkup tomorrow

Coverage for over 350 procedures – including cleanings,
exams, fi llings, crowns…even dentures

NO annual or lifetime cap on the cash benefi ts you can receive

FREE Information Kit
1-877-308-2834
www.dental50plus.com/cadnet

*Individual plan.
Product not available in MN, MT, NH, RI, VT, WA. Acceptance guaranteed for one insurance policy/certificate of 
thistype. Contact us for complete details about this insurance solicitation. This specific offer is not available in CO, 
NY;call 1-800-969-4781 or respond for similar offer. Certificate C250A (ID: C250E; PA: C250Q); Insurance Policy 
P150 (GA: P150GA; NY: P150NY; OK: P150OK; TN: P150TN)
6096C                                                                MB16-NM001Gc

Product not available in MN, MT, NH, RI, VT, WA. Acceptance guaranteed for one insurance policy/certificate of 

(COR)
Community 
Options & 
Resources
Direct Support

Working with people with 
intellectual disabilities
is rewarding in many
ways. Support others,

create opportunities, fun 
activities, help individuals 

meet their goals.
Personal/professional 
growth. Starting wage 

$10.50 to $14.00
depending on location. 

Paid trainings/
activities, PTO for

working an average of
30 hrs/week. Free meals 
when working. Need to

be able to pass a
background study,

Full or part-time, days, 
evenings, overnights and 

weekends. Hours in
Fairmont, Sherburn

or Jackson.
www.cormn.com
507-764-4612 x 5

EOE/AA

HOMETOWN SANITATION
IS GROWING! 

We’re looking for a few new 
teammates, including Class 
B CDL drivers, and part-time 

general labor.

A Class B CDL is a minimum 
requirement to operate the 

garbage trucks on your own.  
However, we will help train

the right candidate to 
acquire that license.

 We are also looking for a 
Part-Time General Laborer. 

Duties would include helping 
drivers on route, operating 

loading equipment and baling 
recyclable materials, among 

other things. 

All applicants must be 
safety-oriented, team-players 
and self-motivated. Must be 

friendly, dependable, and able 
to lift up to 60 pounds. 

We offer competitive
benefi ts and pay. 

Apply today! 

BY E-MAIL:
hometown@windomnet.com

IN PERSON:
1031 Fairview Avenue,
Fairmont, MN 56031

BY MAIL:
Hometown Sanitation,

Attn: Human Resources,
PO Box 68, Windom, MN 56101

KRUEGER REALTY: one or 
two bedrooms, some with 
heat provided. Garbage, 
water, on-site laundry. 
EHO. Call Krueger Realty 
at 507-235-9060. 25-tfn-10

23 For Sale

HARDWOOD FIREWOOD 
for sale. Split, dry, stored 
inside. Will deliver or you 
haul. Camping, home heat-
ing. John Mike Kimmet. 
507-238-1724.   41-15tp-23

REFURBISHED APPLIANC-
ES for sale. Dan’s Appliance 
Sleepsource and TV. 1255 
Hwy 15 South, Fairmont. 
507-238-2333.   24-tfn-24

24 Household 
Items

10 Apartments
For Rent

7  Help Wanted

Are you 18 or older?  Look-
ing for a 1 bedroom apart-
ment?  1 bedroom apart-
ment available.  You choose 
the layout.  Move in special 
of $499 per month.  Heat 
and more included in the 
rent.  Call 800-873-1736 for 
more information.  Amber-
Field Place Apartments – 
Trimont.              39-4tc-10

Drivers needed for spring 
season April-July, home ev-
ery night.  Must have class 
A or B CDL with Hazmat & 
Tank endorsement. Must 
have clean MVR, pass Drug 
Screen and DOT physical. 
Apply in person at Rosen’s 
Inc. 1120 Lake Ave, Fair-
mont, MN.                39-3tc-7

AMBERFIELD PLACE Apart-
ments, Sherburn. Two 
bedroom available soon. 
Heat and more included 
in rent. Call 800-873-1736 
for more info. 40-4tcc-10

EXTRA LARGE LIFT CHAIR, 
blue tweed, 40Hx36Wx25D, 
professionally cleaned, 
works great! 10 pictures 
available via email. $300. 
Call 612-867-3767.  41-3tcc-23

CLASSIFIEDS
READER ADVISORY:

The National Trade Association we belong 
to has purchased the below classifieds. 
Determining the value of their service or 
product is advised by this publication. In 
order to avoid misunderstandings, some 
advertisers do not offer employment but 
rather supply the readers with manuals, 
directories and other materials designed 
to help their clients establish mail order 
selling and other businesses at home. 
Under NO circumstance should you send 
any money in advance or give the client 
your checking, license ID, or credit card 
numbers. Also beware of ads that claim to 
guarantee loans regardless of credit and 
note that if a credit repair company does 
business only over the phone it is illegal 
to request any money before delivering 
its service.  All funds are based in US 
dollars.  Toll free numbers may or may not 
reach Canada.  ADVERTISE to 10 million 
homes across the USA! Place your ad in 
over 140 community newspapers, with 
circulation totaling over 10 million homes. 
Contact Independent Free Papers of 
American(IFPA) at danielleburnett-ifpa@
live.com or visit our website cadnetads.
com for more information.
Autos Wanted
CARS/TRUCKS WANTED!!! All 
Makes/Models 2000-2016! Any 
Condition. Running or Not. Top 
$$$ Paid! Free Towing! We’re 
Nationwide! Call Now: 1-888-
985-1806
Employment
Drive with Uber. You’ll need a 
Smartphone. It’s fun and easy. 
For more information, call: 
1-844-700-8936
Financial
SAVE YOUR HOME! Are you be-
hind paying your MORTGAGE? 
Denied a Loan Modification? Is 
the bank threatening foreclo-
sure? CALL Homeowner’s Relief 

Line now for Help 855-402-3220
Health & Fitness
VIAGRA 100MG and CIALIS 
20mg! 50 Pills $99.00 FREE 
Shipping! 100% guaranteed. 
CALL NOW! 1 -866-312-6061 
Hablamos Espanol
Medical
Got Knee Pain? Back Pain? Shoul-
der Pain? Get a pain-relieving 
brace at little or NO cost to you. 
Medicare Patients Call Health 
Hotline Now! 1- 844-502-1809
Miscellaneous
DISH SPECIAL! Stop paying for 
channels you don’t watch! Start-
ing at $39.99/mo. FREE Next-Day 
Installation + FREE $50 giftcard 
with signup courtesy of Satel-
liteDeals Call 866-620-9429
SOCIAL SECURITY DISABILITY 
BENEFITS. Unable to work? 
Denied benefits? We Can Help! 
WIN or Pay Nothing! Contact Bill 
Gordon & Associates at 1-855-
498-6323 to start your application 
today!
Spectrum Triple Play TV, Internet 
& Voice for $29.99 ea. 60 MB 
per second speed No contract 
or commitment. We buy your 
existing contract up to $500! 
1-855-652-9304
Make a Connection. Real Peo-
ple, Flirty Chat. Meet singles 
right now!   Call LiveLinks. Try it 
FREE. Call NOW: 1-888-909-9905 
18+
Lung Cancer? And Age 60+? You 
And Your Family May Be En-
titled To Significant Cash Award. 
Call 866-428-1639 for Informa-
tion. No Risk. No Money Out Of 
Pocket.
Wanted to Buy
Wants to purchase minerals and 
other oil and gas interests. Send 
details to P.O. Box 13557 Denver, 
Co. 80201
CASH PAID- up to $25/Box for 
unexpired, sealed DIABETIC 
TEST STRIPS. 1-DAYPAYMENT. 
1-800-371-1136
AUTOMOBILES/MOTORCYCLES 
WANTED
MOTORCYCLES: TOP CASH 
PAID! For Old Motorcycles! 
1900-1979. DEAD OR ALIVE! 920-
371-0494 (MCN)
ADOPTION
PREGNANT? CONSIDERING 
ADOPTION? Call us first. Living 
expenses, housing, medical, and 
continued support afterwards. 
Choose adoptive family of your 
choice. Call 24/7. 855-390-6047 
(MCN)
A childless married couple seeks 
to adopt. Will be hands-on mom 
& devoted dad. Financial secu-
rity. Expenses PAID. Call Holly 
& Tiger. 1-800-790-5260 (ask for 
Adam) (MCN)
**ADOPTION:** Child Psycholo-
gist & Successful Executive 
yearn for 1st baby to LOVE & 
Cherish Forever. 1-800-966-3065 
Expenses paid *Abby & Jeff* 
(MCN)
ANNOUNCEMENTS
Machinery Consignment Sale, 
Mon., March 6th, 2017 at 9:00 
A.M. Consign early by Feb. 17, 
2017 for complete advertising. 
No Small Items, Tires or Pallet 
Items Accepted After Friday, Feb. 
24. Next Machinery Consign-
ment Sale is April 3, 2017. Gil-
bert’s Sale Yard, 641-398-2218. 2 
Mi. N. of Floyd, IA On Hwy. 218. 
Tractor House Internet Bidding 
Available. www.gilbertsaleyard.
com (MCN)

AUTOMOBILES
DONATE YOUR CAR TO CHAR-
ITY. Receive maximum value of 
write off for your taxes. Running 
or not!  All conditions accepted. 
Free pickup. Call for details. 855-
752-6680 (MCN)
DONATE YOUR CAR, TRUCK OR 
BOAT TO HERITAGE FOR THE 
BLIND. Free 3 Day Vacation, Tax 
Deductible, Free Towing, All Pa-
perwork Taken Care Of. 1-800-
283-0205 (MCN)
EMPLOYMENT/HELP WANTED
Drive with Uber. You’ll need a 
Smartphone. It’s fun and easy. 
For more information, call: 
1-800-902-9366 (MCN)
CLASS-A CDL Regional Driver. 
Good home time.  Great pay 
and benefits. Matching 401k. Bo-
nuses and newest equipment. 
No touch freight. Experience 
needed. Call Scott 507-460-9011. 
Apply on-line WWW.MCFGTL.
COM (MCN)
PAID IN ADVANCE! Make $1000 
Weekly Mailing Brochures From 
Home! No Experience Required. 
Helping home workers since 
2001! Genuine Opportunity. Start 
Immediately! www.IncomeMail-
ers.net (MCN)
MAKE $1,000 WEEKLY! Paid in 
advance! Mailing Brochures at 
Home! Easy pleasant work. Be-
gin Immediately! Age unimport-
ant!   
www.homemoney77.com (MCN)
FINANCIAL
Are you in BIG trouble with the 
IRS? Stop wage & bank levies, 
liens & audits, unfiled tax re-
turns, payroll issues, & resolve 
tax debt FAST. Call 888-606-6673 
(MCN)
STUDENT LOAN PAYMENTS got 
you down?  We can help reduce 
payments and get finances un-
der control, call: 866-871-1626 
(MCN)
FOR SALE
FRUIT & NUT TREES. Blueberry, 
Strawberry, Grape, Asparagus, 
Evergreen & Hardwood Plants 
& MORE! FREE catalog. WOOD-
STOCK NURSERY, N1831 Hwy 
95, Neillsville, WI 54456. Toll Free 
888-803-8733 wallace-wood-
stock.com (MCN)
Trailer Close-Out Sale! New 
ST205/75D15 on mod wheel 
$69.00; 4 place snowmobile trail-
ers 20’ & 24’;    Fuel Tank trailers: 
500 gallon, 990 gallon & no tank 
trailers;   7’X16’ V-nose ramp 
door $4,199.00; 14,000# skid-
loader trailer $3649.00. Trailer 
Repairs, Hitches, Parts and much 
more. 515-972-4554 www.Fort-
DodgeTrailerWorld. com for pric-
es & information!(MCN)
HEALTH & MEDICAL
LIVING WITH KNEE OR BACK 
PAIN?  Medicare recipients may 
qualify to receive a pain reliev-
ing brace at little or no cost. Call 
now! 844-668-4578 (MCN)
Stop OVERPAYING for your pre-
scriptions! SAVE! Call our li-
censed Canadian and Interna-
tional pharmacy, compare prices 
and get $25.00 OFF your first 
prescription! CALL 1-800-263-
4059 Promo Code CDC201625 
(MCN)
DIGITAL HEARING AIDS - Now 
offering a 45-Day Risk Free Of-
fer!  FREE BATTERIES for Life!  
Call to start your free trial!  855-
982-0724 (MCN)
OXYGEN - Anytime.  Anywhere. 
No tanks to refill. No deliveries. 

The  All-New Inogen One G4 is 
only 2.8 pounds! FAA approved! 
FREE info kit: 844-852-7448 
(MCN)
Got Knee Pain? Back Pain? 
Shoulder Pain? Get a pain-re-
lieving brace at little or NO cost 
to you. Medicare Patients Call 
Health Hotline Now! 1- 800-604-
2613 (MCN)
ATTENTION: VIAGRA AND CIA-
LIS USERS! A cheaper alterna-
tive to high drugstore prices! 50 
Pill Special - $99 FREE Shipping! 
100 Percent Guaranteed. CALL 
NOW: 1-800-795-9687 (MCN)
Viagra!! 52 Pills for Only $99.00! 
Your #1 trusted provider for 10 
years. Insured and Guaranteed 
Delivery. Call today 1-888-403-
7751 (MCN)
MISCELLANEOUS
Spectrum Triple Play: TV, Internet 
& Voice for $29.99 ea. 60 MB per 
second speed. No contract or 
commitment. We buy your exist-
ing contract up to $500! 1-800-
919-3588 (MCN)
Exede satellite internet. Afford-
able, high speed broadband 
satellite internet anywhere in the 
U.S. Order now and save $100.  
Plans start at $39.99/month.  Call 
1-800-712-9365 (MCN)
DISH TV – BEST DEAL EVER! 
Only $39.99/mo. Plus $14.99/
mo Internet (where avail.) FREE 
Streaming. FREE Install (up to 
6 rooms.) FREE HD-DVR. Call 
1-800-390-3140 (MCN)
A PLACE FOR MOM. The nation’s 
largest senior living referral ser-
vice. Contact our trusted, local 
experts today! Our service is 
FREE/no obligation. CALL 1-800-
442-5148 (MCN)
ALL THINGS BASEMENTY! 
Basement Systems Inc. Call us 
for all of your basement needs! 
Waterproofing, Finishing, Struc-
tural Repairs, Humidity and 

Mold Control. FREE ESTIMATES! 
Call 1-800-640-8195 (MCN)
GET HELP NOW! One Button Se-
nior Medical Alert. Falls, Fires 
& Emergencies happen. 24/7 
Protection. Only $14.99/mo. Call 
NOW 1-888-840-7541 (MCN)
ADT Security protects your 
home & family from “what if” 
scenarios. Fire, flood, burglary 
or carbon monoxide, ADT pro-
vides 24/7 security. Don’t wait! 
Call Now! 1-888-607-9294 (MCN)
Switch to DIRECTV. Lock in 
2-Year Price Guarantee ($50/
month) w/AT&T Wireless. Over 
145 Channels PLUS Popu-
lar Movie Networks for Three 
Months, No Cost! Call 1-800-203-
4378 (MCN)
SWITCH TO DIRECTV. From $50/
Month, includes FREE Genie HD/
DVR # 3 months HBO, SHOW-
TIME, CINEMAX, STARZ. Get a 
$50 Gift Card. Call 877-894-5275 
(MCN)
Change the way you watch TV- 
Get rid of cable and get DIREC-
TV!  You may also qualify to re-
ceive $100 VISA gift card when 
you sign up today - Limited time 
Only. CALL NOW! 844-359-1203 
(MCN)
Free Pills! Viagra!! Call today to 
find out how to get your free 
Pills! Price too low to Mention! 
Call today 1-877-560-0997 (MCN)
CASH PAID for unexpired, sealed 
DIABETIC TEST STRIPS! 1 DAY 
PAYMENT & PREPAID shipping. 
HIGHEST PRICES! Call 1-888-
389-0695. www.cash4diabetic-
supplies.com (MCN)
PERSONALS
MEET SINGLES RIGHT NOW!  
No paid operators, just real peo-
ple like you.  Browse greetings, 
exchange messages and con-
nect live.  Try it free.  Call now:  
800-357-4970 (MCN)

Help Wanted
OTR Driver Wanted

• Self motivated
• Lots of home time
• 2 years experience

• End dump experience 
recommended

• Salary $50-60k/year

Contact J.R. at 
507-236-4081
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We need help delivering
only good news.

112 East First Street, Fairmont, MN
call 507-238-9456, or email

editor@fairmontphotopress.com.

•Route 14: 300 to 600 blocks of 
South Hampton, 500 to 700 blocks of 
Tilden, 200 to 800 blocks of Willow, 
and adjacent streets.

•Route 25: 900 block of Budd Street 
and School Street, 700 and 800 blocks 
of South Orient, 600 to 800 blocks of 
Victoria Street, Highland Avenue.

•Route 26: Cambridge Street, 200 
to 400 blocks of Forest Street, 400 to 
600 blocks of South Hampton Street 
and South Prairie Avenue, 300 and 400 
blocks of Victoria Street, 300 to 400 
blocks of Willow Street.

We have openings for carriers in these Fairmont areas:
•Route 29: 300 to 600 blocks of Al-

bion Avenue, Lake Park Boulevard and 
Lake Park Place, Linden Drive and Sis-
seton Drive.

•Route 32: Budd Lake Drive, 100 to 
500 blocks of Woodland Avenue, Cedar 
Street, Circle Drive, Homewood Drive, 
Walnut Street.

•Route 39: 900 to 1000 blocks of 
Shoreacres Drive, 900 block of Summit 
Drive, Union Street, Capital Heights 
Court, Embassy Road, Heritage Court, 
Independence Drive, Liberty Lane, 
Rona Court, Channel Inn.

All Routes Available Now

Use Crop Insurance As 
A Risk Management Tool

Kent Thiesse, Farm Management Analyst; VP, MinnStar Bank

Guest Columnist

Phone: (507) 381-7960 • E-mail: kent.thiesse@minnstarbank.com

Due to the continued 
tight margins in crop pro-
duction for the 2017 crop 
year, some farmers are 
contemplating reduc-
ing their crop insurance 
coverage in order to save 
on premium costs. While 
there may be a small sav-
ings in the premium costs 
per acre, that decision 
could add considerable 
risk to the farm operation 
for the coming year. Many 
farm operators remember 
a few years ago when crop 
insurance coverage virtu-
ally guaranteed a profit 
from crop production in 
a given year. Crop price 
guarantees have changed, 
and that may be no longer 
possible; however, the risk 
protection provided by 
crop insurance coverage 
may be more important 
now than ever.

The price guarantee for 
revenue protection (RP) 
crop insurance coverage 
for corn in 2013 was $5.65 
per bushel. At that base 
price, a farm operator with 
a 180 bushel per acre ac-
tual production history 
(APH) yield could guar-
antee over $860 per acre 
with an 85% RP insurance 
policy, and over $810 per 
acre with an 80% RP poli-
cy. The average corn costs 
per acre on rented land in 
Southern Minnesota for 
direct expenses, overhead 
costs, and land rent, based 
on the University of Min-
nesota FINBIN web site, 
was approximately $870 
per acre in 2013. 

The situation with soy-
beans and RP insurance 
coverage in 2013 was simi-
lar to corn. The 2013 price 
guarantee for RP soybean 
crop insurance of $12.87 
per bushel. At that price 
guarantee, a farm operator 
with a 50 bushel per acre 
actual production history 
(APH) yield could guar-
antee nearly $550 per acre 
in 2013 with an 85% RP 
insurance policy, and ap-
proximately $515 per acre 
at 80% RP insurance cov-
erage. The average FINBIN 
soybean costs per acre in 
Southern Minnesota for 
direct expenses, overhead 
costs, and land rent was 
approximately $540 per 
acre in 2013. 

The revenue guaran-
tees per acre provided by 
RP crop insurance poli-
cies in 2013 virtually cov-
ered all direct and over-
head expenses, as well 
as land rental costs, and 
in some cases provided 
a small profit margin. By 
2015, the corn price guar-
antee dropped to $4.15 
per bushel, which low-
ered the dollar guarantee 
with a 180 bushel per acre 
APH yield to near $635 
per acre with 85% RP in-
surance coverage, and to 
just below $600 per acre 
with 80% RP coverage. The 

2015 corn average expense 
for land rents, direct and 
overhead expenses still 
exceeded $800 per acre in 
many instances. Similarly, 
for soybeans, the RP price 
guarantee for 2015 was 
$9.73 per bushel, lower-
ing the guarantee to just 
below $415 per acre with 
a 50 bushel per acre APH 
yield and 85% RP insur-
ance coverage. The 2015 
average expense for land 
rent, direct and overhead 
costs for soybeans was still 
near $525 per acre.

For the 2016 crop year, 
the RP crop insurance 
price guarantees dropped 
even further to $3.86 per 
bushel for corn and $8.85 
per bushel for soybeans; 
however, the average to-
tal costs of production for 
corn and soybeans also 
declined significantly 
from 2015 levels. It ap-
pears that the 2017 crop 
insurance price guarantee 
for corn should be simi-
lar to 2016 levels, possibly 
slightly higher, and should 
be considerably higher for 
soybeans, compared to 
2016 price guarantees. As 
of February 10th, the RP 
price estimates were $3.96 
per bushel for corn and 
$10.20 per bushel for soy-
beans. 

Using those price guar-
antees, and a 190 bushel 
per acre APH corn yield, 
the resulting revenue 
guarantee would be near 
$640 per acre with an 85% 
RP policy and just over 
$600 per acre with an 80% 
RP policy. If we assume a 
52 bushel per acre APH 
soybean yield, the result-
ing revenue guarantee 
would be just over $450 
per acre with an 85% RP 
policy and near $425 per 
acre with an 80% RP pol-
icy. Estimated average 
2017 production costs in 
Southern Minnesota for 
land rent, direct and over-
head expenses are expect-
ed to be near $700 per acre 
for corn, and $460 per acre 
for soybeans. 

Some producers tend to 
overlook crop insurance as 
an important risk manage-
ment tool, since the avail-
able revenue guarantees 
are lower than the cost of 
production in many situa-
tions. However, the overall 
financial risk in 2017 may 
be far greater than it was in 
back or 2013, when overall 
crop revenues were much 
higher. Crop insurance 
premiums for 85% RP 
coverage for corn and soy-
beans in many areas are 
much more favorable now 
than they were in previous 
years. Some producers 
have been able to increase 
their APH corn and soy-
bean yields in recent years 
by using the trend-adjust-
ed yield (TA-APH) yield 
endorsement for their 
crop insurance coverage. 

This has helped expand 
the insurance guarantee 
with only a minimal pre-
mium cost increase.

In the 2016 crop year, 
many farm operators in 
South Central and South-
west Minnesota saw the 
benefits of having 80% or 
85% RP crop insurance 
coverage for corn and 
soybeans. Some portions 
of this region received re-
cord rainfall during the 
2016 growing season, and 
were impacted by severe 
storms with excessive 
rainfall events and hail, 
causing significant crop 
loss. In addition, the 2016 
corn price dropped from 
a RP price guarantee of 
$3.86 per bushel in Feb-
ruary to a harvest price 
$3.49 per bushel in Octo-
ber. This resulted for some 
substantial crop insurance 
indemnity payments for 
producers that incurred 
significant yield losses on 
corn in 2016, and had 80% 
or 85% RP crop insurance 
coverage in 2016. Produc-
ers with lower levels of 
coverage received very 
minimal 2016 indemnity 
payments.

As we enter 2017, we 
continue to have very tight 
crop margins for the com-
ing year, and in some cases 
negative margins on cash 
rental acres to cover land 
rents, direct and over-
head costs. Before reduc-
ing crop insurance cover-
age for 2017, a producer 
needs to assess whether 
they want to take on the 
extra risk of the reduced 
revenue guarantee of the 
lower crop insurance cov-
erage. Reducing from an 
85% RP policy to a 75% RP 
policy will reduce the in-
surance guarantee by $70-
$80 per acre for corn, and 
$50-$60 per acre for soy-
beans. Producers are also 
encouraged to discuss this 
with their ag lender, before 
finalizing their 2017 crop 
insurance decisions. 

The deadline to pur-
chase crop insurance for 
corn and soybeans for the 
2017 crop year is March 
15th, 2017. For more in-
formation on various crop 
insurance policies and 
alternatives for 2017, pro-
ducers should contact a 
reputable crop insurance 
agent. Kent Thiesse has 
written an information 
sheet titled: “2017 Crop 
Insurance Decisions”. To 
receive a free copy of this 
information sheet, please 
forward an e-mail to: 
kent.thiesse@minnstar-
bank.com. Some other 
very good web sites with 
timely crop insurance in-
formation are: University 
of Illinois FarmDoc: www.
far mdoc.i l l inois.edu/
cropins/index.as >USDA 
Risk Management Agency 
(RMA):www.rma.usda.
gov/

MARTIN COUNTY WEST FFA MEMBERS
•Row 1 (l to r):  Logan Potthoff, Kooper Janssen, Emelia Melson, Emily Ziemer, 

Karter Janssen, Sierra Williamson, Maggie Bachenberg, Maddy Ebeling, Aaron 
Ebeling, Seth Scarfpin •Row 2:  Sydnee Hein, James Bittner, Latisha Forsberg, 
Abby Swanson, Jayden Moeller, Lexie Lange, Samanthya Schwager, Nic Miller, 
Derrek Russenberger, Hannah Olson •Row 3:  Cara Behrends, Erin Tlam, Maia 
Taylor, Emma Behrends, Jade Miller, Mercedes Moeller, Carson Kahler, Madison 
Klima, Karlee Thiesse, Alyssa Williamson, Lilly Krogman, Kelley Bettin, Han-
nah Wohlhuter, Kiley Bettin •Row 4:  Emily Schultz, Cora Olson, Jordan Stahl, 
Grace Meyers, Jarek Cutler, Hannah Bliesmer, Dani Nelson, Nic Potthoff, Chey-
enne Owens, Alexi Schafer, Ella Meyers, Lauren Borchardt, Zoie Thate, Taylor El-
liot •Row 5:  Remington Kuehl, Skylar Tumbleson, Heather Trumpold, Hunter 
Thompson, Lindsey Bettin, Austin Harris, Emily Matejka, Heather Trumpold, 
Leah Amborn, Miah Olson, Ivy Kokoruda, Odessa Stade •Row 6:  Mason Moslos-
ki, Dawson Becker, Colby Williamson, Cole Owens, Cam Dressen, Nick Beseke, 
Logan Kosbab, Shaylynn Anderson, Liz Fisher, Macey Becker, Sway Buchmeier, 
Tanner Sinn, Lucas Jagodzinske •Row 7:  Cash Owens, Collin Clifford, Karson 
Janssen, Todd Morrow, Katie Lange, Nick Bittner, Noah Schettler, Hayden Jahnke 
•Row 8:  Nick Rathmann, Cody Owens, Hunter Schmidtke, Zander Helmers, Ja-
cob Rosenberg, Gabby Lange, Olivia Anderson, Sady Ringnell, Cayden Gregory, 
Kain Sanders, Carter Lyon, Blake Jagodzinske.

Do you know how your mail gets to your house?  The preschool and kinder-
garten students from St. John Vianney can tell you.  Students recently visited the 
Fairmont Post Office to learn now the mail gets delivered. (submitted photo)

The MCW FFA Poultry Career Development Events team, left  to right: Jeremy 
Daberkow (advisor), Lucas Potthoff, Maggie Bachenberg, Cora Olson, Joyce Zie-
mann placed 16th in the nation.


