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PETROWIAK
~
KAHLER - Macy Ann
Petrowiak and Christopher Ryan Kahler were
united in marriage on
August 7, 2021 at Holy
Family Catholic Church
in East Chain, MN. Fr.
Greg Parrot officiated
the marriage ceremony and the reception
was held at the Martin
County Arena. Parents of the newlyweds
are Larry and Dawn
Petrowiak of Fairmont,
MN. and Ryan and Janet Kahler of Sherburn,
MN.
Macy Kahler is a
2018 graduate of South
Dakota State University and received her
Bachelor’s degree in
Consumer Affairs with
minors in Agriculture
Business and Marketing. She is employed as a District Field Manager for
the Minnesota Corn Growers Association.
Chris Kahler is a 2019 graduate of Iowa State University and received
his Bachelor’s degree in Agriculture Business and a minor in Agronomy.
He co-manages the family-owned farm operation, assists with the family
auctioneering business at Land Services Unlimited/Auctioneer Alley and
is a Wyffels Hybrids seed representative.
Chris is the grandson of Allen and Marlys Kahler of Sherburn, MN. and
the late Delbert and Dorothy Luke of Ringsted, IA. Macy is the granddaughter of the late Louis and Lucille Petrowiak of East Chain, MN; and the late
Donald and Donna Hansgaard of Fairmont, MN.
The bride was accompanied by her sisters and matrons of honor, Celia
Petrowiak and Holly Petrowiak; along with bridesmaids Marissa DeJong,
Cathryn Petrowiak, Taylor King and Ally Ringeisen. Personal attendants
were Sarah Hanson and Emily Dallager.
Accompanying the groom was best man Carson Kahler, brother of the
groom; along with groomsmen Esden Carroll, Nick Holm, Bruce Witschorik, Michael Barr and Hunter Olson. Ushering guests were Kevin Luke, Ben
Carlson, and Garrett Balcom.
Chris and Macy Kahler reside in Sherburn, MN. and look forward to a
winter honeymoon get-away. They want to thank everyone who shared in
their special day.

80th BIRTHDAY
Sharon Theobald
of Fairmont celebrated her 80th
birthday on Saturday, December
18th. Cards may
reach
her
:
3.5” x 2.5” | Maximum Font
Size:
30atpt
East
3.5” x 2.5” | Maximum Font224
Size:
302nd
pt
Street, Fairmont,
MN 56031.
3.5”
x 2.5”
| Maximum
pt
3.5”
x 2.5”
| MaximumFont
FontSize:
Size: 30
30 pt

NEW ARRIVAL – Alaina Debra Rohlik, daughter of Dustin and Angela
Rohlik of Fairmont, was
born on November 15th,
2021 in Mankato. Alaina weighed 6 pounds,
5 ounces and was 18½
inches long. Grandparents are Tom and Deb
Sonnek of Fairmont and
Frank Rohlik of Redwood Falls and the late
Sharon.

IRA?
Don'trates
waitgetting
to
Low
interest
contribute.
you
down?
Let's
talk.
IRA?
Don't
toyour
Don't
forget
towait
make
Are
you
invested
properly?

3.5” x 2.5” | Maximum Font Size: 30 pt

Drew
Schellpeper
2018
contribution.
Get
aIRA
second
opinion.
contribute.
Financial
Advisor
Drew
Schellpeper

Fairmont
Financial
Advisor
DrewDrew
Schellpeper
Wyman Fischer
Drew
Schellpeper
1001
East
Blue Earth Ave
Drew
Schellpeper
Financial
Advisor Schellpeper
Financial Advisor
Financial
Advisor
Suite B Advisor
Financial

Financial
Advisor
1001
Blue Earth Ave73 Downtown Plaza
1001 East
BlueEast
Earth Ave
Fairmont,
MN Earth
56031Ave
1001East
East
Blue
Earth
Suite 1001
B
Suite
B Blue
AveFairmont, MN 56031
1001
East
Blue
Earth
Ave507-238-4896
507-238-4244
Fairmont,
MN 56031
Suite
Suite
BB
Fairmont,
MN
56031
Suite
B
www.edwardjones.com
507-238-4244
Fairmont,
Fairmont,MN
MN 56031
56031

507-238-4244
www.edwardjones.com
Fairmont, MN 56031
507-238-4244
507-238-4244

507-238-4244

edwardjones.com
MKT-5894J-A
MKT-5894I-A
MKT-5894I-A
MKT-5894J-A

edwardjones.com

Member
Member SIPC
SIPC

edwardjones.com

Member SIPC

MKT-5894J-A

1201 Torgerson Dr., Fairmont, MN

We will be

Closed
eat play shop

LOCAL
5

Karen Luedtke Fisher, Publisher
Manager: sandy@fairmontphotopress.com
Editor:
editor@fairmontphotopress.com
Ad Sales: ads@fairmontphotopresss.com
Info:
frontdesk@fairmontphotopress.com
Subscription: $42/1 year; $24/6 months

Friday, December 24
& Friday, December 31
112 East First Street • Fairmont, MN
507.238.9456 | fairmontphotopress.com
info: frontdesk@fairmontphotopress.com

WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 22, 2021

PAGE 3

PHOTO PRESS | FAIRMONT, MINNESOTA

The Fairmont Area Chamber of Commerce Ambassadors visited three Fairmont businesses recently: Sweet Financial Partners – name change;
Red Rock Center for the Arts - new floor and remodeling; Groomingdales, 420 Downtown Plaza – new owner.

Lighting Contest winners announced
The Fairmont Area
Chamber of Commerce
and City of Fairmont announced the winners of
the annual Let Your Light
Shine residential lighting
contest.
The official judges
chose - 1st place, 504
Canyon Drive; 2nd place,

623 E. 6th Street; 3rd
place, 1610 Knollwood
Drive; 4th place, 410 S.
Hampton Street,
Peoples Choice, 979 S.
Prairie Avenue.
Tour Fairmont – there
are some great lighting
Local veterans Terry Anderson and Chuck Mixson
displays.
collected donated clothes, toiletries, heaters, dried
food, non-perishables, money, shoes, and blankets,
that can help after the tragic tornadoes in Kentucky.
The two left Fairmont for Kentucky on Monday.

WEEK OF
DECEMBER 23, 1996

WEEK OF
DECEMBER 23, 1971

Curt Nelson, president of the Martin
County National Bank,
announced that Linda Bontjes joined the
bank as a loan officer.
Linda and her husband
James, had been residents of the Fairmont
area for 26 years. She
had been employed in
banking for the majority of that time.
The
Fairmont
Chamber of
Commerce
Ambassadors
visited three Fairmont
businesses: Terry Anderson at his 5 Lakes
Gallery for Martin
County artists at his
Design Jewelers; Interlaken Golf Club pro
Paul Baldus at his Tee
Box computerized golf
simulator, located in
The Bowlmor building; and Tom Harwick
at the Highland House
Café.

New officers re-elected
by the Fairmont Fire Department included Chief
Tom Cavers, Assistant
Chief Ed Christianson,
Secretary Lee Collins,
Treasurer Dean Basset,
Foreman Dean Wolter.
The department was to
have five openings due to
retirement next year.
Officials warned that
Fairmont lakes were still
not safe for snowmobiles.
Richard Evanson, former head deputy Martin
County Sheriff, who had
been acting as sheriff
since the death of Sheriff Bill Musegades last
month, was appointed
as sheriff by the county
board.
Because
Christmas
woild fall on Wednesday
next week, the paper will
be published on Tuesday, and advertisers and
contributors are hereby
alerted.

December 11 – Cleone N. Syverson, 80, Windom (formerly of
Sherburn). Kramer Family Funeral Home
December 11 – Cesar Palacios, 59, Fairmont. Lakeview Funeral and Cremation Service
December 11 – Gail E. Suter, 85, Sherburn. Kramer Family Funeral Home
December 12 – Elizabeth L. Mobry, 95, Fairmont. Lakeview
Funeral and Cremation Service
December 12 – Helen C. Behrens, 90, Fairmont Lakeview Funeral and Cremation Service
December 14 – Roger F. Swanson, 77, Fairmont. Lakeview Funeral and Cremation Service
December 15 – Nathan L. Whitehead, 72, Sherburn. Kramer
Family Funeral Service
December 17 – Robert S. Miller, 81, Fairmont. Lakeview Funeral and Cremation Service
December 17 – Judith A. Wolner, 48, Fairmont. Lakeview Funeral and Cremation Service December 15 – Susan H. Clymer,
71, Alpha. Kramer Family Funeral Home
December 19 - Daniel D. Bowman, 82, Truman. Lakeview
Funeral and Cremation Service
December 18 – Dale H. Madden, 65, Blue Earth. Patton Funeral Home
IN MEMORIAM – ONE YEAR AGO
December 15 - Richard K. Larson, 89, Fairmont.
December 16 - Janice M. Newville, 73, Fairmont.
December 18 - Grace W. Wright, 86, Fairmont.
December 18 - Marilyn P. Hager, 79, Ormsby (formerly of
Sherburn).
December 18 - Brian D. Orr, 53, Alpha.
December 19 – Daniel D. Bowman, 82, Truman. Lakeview
Funeral and Cremation Service

CER will be closed December 24th, 27th and 31st.
We would like to wish you and your family the very
best this holiday season. The staff at CER.
First Congregational United Church of Christ
of Fairmont invites you to a FREE COMMUNITY
MEAL, on Wednesday, December 29th starting at
5:30 p.m. The menu includes Italian chicken pasta
bake, garlic bread, apple muffins and water. Drive
through the back alley. The church is located at 319
Downtown Plaza. The free community meals are
made possible, in part, by generous donations given
in memory of Greg Ashland.
HOPE CAFÉ - We are serving our free December
meal in person on Sunday, December 26th at 5 p.m.
All are invited to join us for a Christmas dinner of
ham with scalloped potatoes and more at St. John Vianney Church, 901 S. Prairie Ave. If you are unable to
join us in person due to lack of transportation please
let us know so we can see about delivering meals to
those who can’t join us in December. Call Bridget at
235-2451 with your name and address.

Fairmont Eagles

1228 Lake Ave · 238-2555

Merry Christmas to all out loyal patron and friends!
• Monday Night Bingo 7pm
• Kitchen open at 5pm

Federated offers two $1,000
scholarships
This is the 15th year
that Federated Rural Electric, Jackson, will award
two $1,000 Basin and L&O
scholarships to two local
Federated members’ sons
or daughters.
“This scholarship comes
from Basin Electric Power Cooperative based in
Bismarck, North Dakota,
which became a wholesale
power supplier for Federated in 2008 and L&O
Power Cooperative in Rock
Rapids, Iowa,” stated Scott
Reimer, Federated’s general
manager. “Basin awards
137 of these scholarships
to local elec-tric cooperatives. Federated is excited
to distribute the scholarship
materials and select local
students to receive the two
$1,000 scholarships.”
The scholarships are
available to high school seniors and college students
who will be enrolled fulltime in an accredited twoyear or four-year college,
university or vocational/
technical school working
on an undergraduate or
master’s degree. Previous
Federated-Basin scholarship winners are not eligible
to apply again. Applicants
must be 25 and under and a
U.S. citizen.
Applicants must complete a two-page application, including a grades’

transcript, ACT/SAT scores,
write an essay and have an
outside appraisal (reference check-list). The onepage essay should address:
What challenges face rural
electric cooperatives in the
coming years and how do
you think challenges should
be addressed?
The deadline to apply for
this scholarship is January
28, 2022. Applications are
available from Federated’s
website
(www.federatedrea.coop, at Federated’s office (507-847-3520 or info@
federatedrea.coop) or from
local high school counselors.
The scholarship must be
used for college during Fall
2022. Checks will be made
payable to the school as
paid by Basin/L&O. Scholarships will be distributed
in August.
Last year’s Basin scholarship winners were Mackenzie Henning, Jackson; and
Nathaniel Post, Lakefield.
In addition, the Federated Rural Electric Operation Round Up scholarship
applications will go out with
the February electric bills;
nine scholarships of $700
will be awarded locally.
Federated is a Touchstone Energy Cooperative
serving 6,800 members in
Jackson and Martin Counties.

All these Elves had a wonderful day helping at the Elementary School Elf Shop. So much fun and
a great way to spread holiday cheer and get in the right mindset of the spirit of giving. P.S. You might
even seen a couple of “older” Elves – great to have them with us.
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Obituary Notices

Roger Swanson,
77

Funeral Services for

Elizabeth
Mobry, 95

The world lost a won-

Judith A.
Wolner, 48

Memorial Service for

Wayne
Marquardt, 74

Wayne Francis Marquardt, 74, of Owatonna,
died Wednesday, December 15, 2021 at Owatonna
Hospital -- Allina Health.
He was born September 24, 1947 in Fairmont,
Minnesota to Francis and
Dorothy (Sheely) Marquardt. Wayne gradu-

Dale H.
Madden, 65
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Roger F. Swanson, 77,
of Fairmont, MN were
held on Tuesday, December 21, 2021 at St.
Paul Lutheran Church
in Fairmont. Burial
will be held at Lakeside Cemetery in Fairmont.
Roger passed away
Tuesday,
December
14, 2021 at Mayo Clinic Health SystemsMethodist
Hospital
in Rochester, MN. In
lieu of flowers, memorials are preferred
to St. Paul Lutheran
Church in Fairmont

or the donor’s choice.
The Lakeview Funeral
Home and Cremation
Service of Fairmont
is assisting the family
with arrangements.
Roger Francis Swanson was born on January 17, 1944, the son
of Glen and Helen
(Krumholz) Swanson
in Tulsa, OK. He graduated from Fairmont
High School in 1963.
Roger was united
in marriage to Marsha
Myking on October 2,
1976 at Immanuel Lutheran Church in Fairmont. After Marsha’s
death in 2002, Roger
was blessed to find
love again and was
united in marriage to

Deborah Survis on
January 29, 2005 at St.
Paul Lutheran Church
in Fairmont.
Roger worked at 3M
in Fairmont for thirtyseven years and retired in June of 2005.
He was a member
of St. Paul Lutheran
Church in Fairmont
and the Martin County Conservation Club.
Roger enjoyed riding
motorcycle,
traveling and having coffee with the boys. He
loved classic automobiles and attending
car shows. Back in the
day he was a member
of the Lakesters Hot
Rod Club. Roger cherished his time with

his family, especially
his grandchildren. He
loved being active with
his grandchildren and
taking them camping,
riding bike and teasing them. Anyone who
knew him was drawn
into conversation that
would end in laughs
and smiles.
Those left to cherish
his memory include
his wife, Deb Swanson; children, David
Swanson, Lori (Jim)
Nebel, Lisa Swanson,
Mary (Mike) Jablonic,
Thad (Misty) Swanson, Shonna (Lester)
Fenrich and Corey
(Lesley) Survis; grandchildren, Alicia, Zoe,
Mitchell, Mason, Levi,

Avah, Ella, Lauren
and Henry; six greatgrandchildren; brother, Denny Swanson;
sister, Jeanie Taplin;
nieces, nephews and
other extended family.
He was preceded
in death by his parents, Glen and Helen
Swanson; wife, Marsha
Swanson; and brotherin-law, Tom Taplin.
Roger will be missed
and never forgotten.
He was a wonderful
man who loved life and
his family. Our love for
him will live on in our
memories forever.

derful, talented, adventurous woman (our
Queen Elizabeth) on
Sunday, December 12,
2021. A private family
party celebrating the life
of Elizabeth “Betty” Mobry will be held in May
2022. Burial will be held
in the Fairview Memorial Park Cemetery in Fairmont at a later date. The
Lakeview Funeral Home
and Cremation Service
of Fairmont is assisting
the family with arrangements.
Elizabeth
Louise

(O’Connor) Mobry was
born on December 1,
1926, in Imogene, Minnesota, the daughter of
John and Grace (Sullivan) O’Connor. She
attended school at Imogene District #23 and
was a member of the
Fairmont High School
class of 1944.
On August 23, 1943
Betty married Russell
Mobry and they enjoyed 70 years exploring
the world together before Russell’s passing in
2014. Along for the ride

were their eight children
Connie, Stephan, Susanna, Cynthia, Joyce,
Thomas, Mary Ann and
David.
How do you sum up
95 years of a life well
lived? Of all the things
that Betty achieved, experienced and adapted
to during her lifetime
she valued most the time
spent with family and
friends. She wrote… “I
tried to be the best parent and friend I could
be. My life was enriched
by children that loved

me and friends that were
always there for me. I’ve
been blessed.” She will
be missed by so many
people, most of all her
children. May God accept her into his arms so
she can be with her beloved Russell.
Left to cherish her
memory are her children: Connie Mobry,
Stephan (Kim) Mobry,
Susanna Skripnik, Cynthia Eggers, Joyce (Larry) Biske, Thomas (Lynn)
Mobry, MaryAnn Smith
and David Mobry; niece

De Etta Hannaman; 16
grandchildren; 20 greatgrandchildren; as well
as many other extended
family and friends.
Betty was preceded
in death by her parents, John and Grace
O’Connor;
husband,
Russell Mobry; son-inlaw, Richard Eggers;
and two sisters, Beatrice
Harber and Marcella
Chaffee.

Judith “Judi” A. Wolner,
age 48, of Fairmont,
MN, will be 11:00 a.m.
on Thursday, December 23, 2021, at Saint
John Vianney Catholic
Church. Those wishing
to view a live stream of
the service may do so at
https://client.tribucast.
com/tcid/6881462234
Visitation will be 5:00
to 7:00 p.m. on Wednesday, December 22, at
the Lakeview Funeral
Home in Fairmont and
will continue one hour
prior to the service at

the church on Thursday.
Judi passed away on
Friday, December 17,
2021, at St. Mary’s Hospital in Rochester, MN.
The Lakeview Funeral
Home and Cremation
Service in Fairmont
is assisting the family
with arrangements.
Judith Ann Wolner
was born on January 17,
1973, in Fairmont, MN.
She was the daughter
of Richard and Corrine
(Edmondson) Wolner.
Judi attended Fairmont

public schools and
graduated from Fairmont High School in
1991.
Judi worked for over
twenty-five years at
Weigh-Tronix in Fairmont. During her free
time, Judi loved spending time with the love of
her life, Brian Wannarka, as well as her family
and friends. Whether it
was camping and traveling or watching drag
races in Brainerd, listening to music and going to concerts, going

to wineries, bowling, or
playing darts Judi just
enjoyed being around
the people she loved.
She also always held
a special place in her
heart for her fur babies,
Diamond and Philly.
Left to cherish her
memory include her
significant other, Brian
Wannarka;
parents,
Richard and Corrine
Wolner; sisters, Shelley (Steve) Pavich, and
Jackie Wolner; nephew,
Caleb Pavich and his
special friend, Jaedyn;

niece, Jenna (Brady)
Wall; Brian’s daughters, Kelsey and Cassidy Wannarka; many
aunts, uncles, cousins,
other extended family and friends; and her
fur babies, Diamon and
Philly. Judi was preceded in death by her
grandparents;
aunts,
uncles, and cousins.

ated from Fairmont High
School in 1965 and joined
the United States Navy,
where he was a Cryptologic Technician during
the Vietnam War. In 1968,
he was honorably discharged, then finished a
business degree program
at St. Cloud State. Wayne
worked in real estate
and appraising for over
30 years and was a certi-

fied appraiser on the VA
panel. In 2015, he reconnected with high school
classmate, Jean Zinter,
and they were together
until his passing.
Wayne had a wealth
of knowledge and was
always teaching people
about real estate and appraising. He also liked to
fish, hunt pheasant and
grouse, and listen to the

blues on guitar. Wayne
was a member of Pheasants Forever.
He is survived by
brother, Kevin Bradley (Melanie Raine) of
Mankato, MN; sisters Sandra Heatherly of Yankton,
SD and DeeAnn Houck
(Art) of Pine City, MN; fiancé Jean Zinter of Owatonna, MN; Jean’s children, Maria (Mike) Lamb,

Aaron (Brittany) Zinter,
Erik (Rachel) Zinter, and
Jean’s seven grandchildren.
He was preceded in
death by his parents, sister Sharon Roble, brotherin-law Larry Heatherly,
and hunting companions
Max, Remi, and Rush.
A memorial service
will be held at 11 a.m.
Wednesday, December

Dale Howard Madden, age 65, of Blue
Earth, died Saturday,
December 18, 2021 at
his home. Funeral services will be held on
Tuesday, December 28,
2021 at 2 p.m. at Patton
Funeral Home in Blue
Earth with Father Gregory Parrot officiating.
Visitation will be one
hour prior to the services at the funeral home.
Burial will take place at
the Riverside Cemetery
in Blue Earth.

Dale was born on
October 7, 1956 in Blue
Earth, to Howard Madden and Grace DePaepe. Dale worked at
STEP, Inc. and liked to
make rugs on the loom
while at work. He enjoyed watching others
exercise on TV. Dale
was a funny man and
enjoyed the company
of others. Dale lived
with his mom until her
health declined and he
moved to Elm Homes.
He enjoyed going out to

eat and having pumpkin pie.
Dale is survived by
his brothers Danny
of Fairmont, MN and
George of Manco, CO,
his sister Connie (Gary)
Ricard of Fairmont,
MN; as well as several
nieces, nephews and
close friends from Elm
Homes.
He was preceded in
death by his parents.

w w w. l a k e v i e w f u neralhome.net

www.lakeviewfuneralhome.net

www.lakeviewfuneralhome.net

29, 2021, at Michaelson
Funeral Home in Owatonna with visitation one
hour prior and lunch to
follow the service.
corbin@michaelsonfuneral.com

Hwy. 169 S.
Blue Earth, MN 56013
(507)526-2250 | blueearthmonuent.com
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Daniel
Bowman, 82

Funeral Services for
Daniel D. Bowman, 82,
of Truman, MN will be
11:30 a.m., Thursday, December 23, 2021 at the

Lakeview Funeral Home
in Fairmont. Visitation
will be held from 9:3011:30 a.m. on Thursday,
December 23, 2021 at
the funeral home prior
to the service. Burial will
be at Fairview Memorial
Park in Fair-mont. Those
wishing to view the service may do so at https://
client.tr ibucast.com/
tcid/3230834481.
Daniel passed away
Sunday, December 19,
2021 at his home in Truman. Memorials are preferred to UHD Hospice.
The Lakeview Funeral
Home and Cremation
Service in Fairmont is assisting the family with ar-

rangements.
Daniel Dell Bowman
was born November 24,
1939 to Albert and Elizabeth (Quiggle) Bowman
on a farm in Pleasant
Prairie Township, MN.
Growing up he attended
country school and graduated from Granada High
School. He later attended North Central Bible
School in Minneapolis,
MN for three years and
Auctioneer School in Mason City, IA.
On October 28, 1968,
Dan was united in marriage to Vicki Wiederhoft
in Sioux Falls, SD. This
union was blessed with
four children, Jamie, Tavo,

Memories of Christmas Past
Guest Columnist
Lenny Tvedten, Director, Martin County Historical Society

C

hristmas is almost here. We
all have vivid
memories of past Christmases from our childhood. In looking back
over 100 years, it’s interesting to consider what
Christmas was like at
that time as compared to
the present. One means
of accomplishing this
“backward glance,” is to
look through the eyes of
a memorable Sentinel
editor and publisher as
he vividly and eloquently
relates his memories of
Christmas as a child in
Martin County during
the early 1900s.
Claude Swanson, a
native of Westford Town-
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ship by Truman, was a
venerable Sentinel editor
and publisher who was
especially well known
for his celebrated column entitled, “The Lake
Breezes Whisper . . .” that
he took over for Frank
Day upon Day’s death
in 1928. Swanson wrote
about a multitude of topics, including Christmas.
The following are several
selected excerpts from
his December 17, 1945,
column
descriptively
relating his reflections
of Christmas during his
childhood in the early
1900’s. His eloquently
expressed accounts may
well bring to mind other
long lost memories of

Merry Christmas

to all our loyal customers & friends

~ Sara, Kelsey, Velma, Jamie, Barb, Jazlyn & Faith ~
We look forward to serving you in 2022

OPEN LATE FOR LAST MINUTE SHOPPING
THUR., DEC. 23 • 9AM - 8PM
SERVING HOT CHOCOLATE 5-8PM

119 Downtown Plaza
Fairmont • 235-5026
D&S ~ Your Personalization Station!
dstrophies@frontier.com

Christmas past as well.
Swanson began by
restating what he overheard from a local professional man of that
time. “I’m glad I was
born poor. I know what
it means to get a thrill out
of Christmas. Christmas
has a different meaning for every individual.
But really, it is the poor
who get the real joy out
of Christmas giving and
Christmas
receiving.
Little things make them
happy beyond description.
The recipients
know what they receive
involves real sacrifices
on the part of the giver.”
He then recalled some
Christmas presents he

Travis and Joni. Dan was
a jack-of-all-trades. He
was a farmer and drove
truck for many different
people and businesses
through the years. Dan
loved horses and would
refinish buggies and carriages. He had a special
mule, Jake, that he was
proud of and would take
to jumping competitions.
Throughout the years,
Dan and Vicki would do
sleigh rides at their farm
for many people. One of
Dan’s favorite things to
do was hunting. He could
often be found hunting
coons, coyotes, and deer.
Dan also bought furs at
his farm and spent many

summers around the area
selling mini donuts. He
was a member of the Assembly of God Church in
Granada and Sherburn
and in his younger years
was active in the youth
ministry program.
Those left to cherish
his memory include his
wife, Vicki Bowman; children: Jamie (Mark) Lemon, Tavo Bowman, Travis
(Heather) Bowman, and
Joni (Eric) Sandwick; adopted daughter, Jeanie
Johansen; grandchildren:
Jacob (Briana), Brooke,
Taylor (Matt), Levi, Jordan, Parker, Ricklin, Tom,
and Corie; great-grandchildren: Jacey, Jameson,

Atticus, Killian, Izzy and
Oswell; sisters: Nancy
(Jim) Reuhmann, Lora
Lee Larson, and Anita
Zentner; many nieces,
nephews and other extended family.
Daniel was preceded in
death by his parents, Albert and Elizabeth Bowman; adopted daughter,
Desiree Hall; siblings:
Mary Ann (Ernie) Swanson, Eugene (Lea) Bowman, Arvid Bowman, and
Donald (Mary) Bowman.

received as a child. “We
recall the Christmases of
the early 1900’s in Westford.
There was one
thing we could count
on – a bran’ new mouth
organ every Christmas
from Uncle Andrew.
Then there’d be a ball, a
sack of candy, peanuts
and nuts, and one Christmas – joy of joys, a toy locomotive about two feet
long, the gift of the hired
man. There was a bell on
it and the drivers “rolled”
just like on a big locomotive. Then there was the
monkey with green cap
and tassel, which would
climb a string, the gift
of Aunt Sophie. A book,
‘Hans Brinker of the Silver Skates,’ from Miss
Burner, our teacher.”
He went on to tell of
the food, and how it differed as compared to
the time of his writing in
1945. “Even the food was
different in those days.
Mush and milk at supper

time, with perhaps ‘salt
herring.’ ‘Johnny cake’
and milk. Home churned
butter and buttermilk.
Salt pork. Potato pancake, baked in the oven
with a cut of fresh, lean
side-pork on every piece.
Vegetable sour cooked
in an iron kettle, over a
wood fire.”
He portrayed the attire
of the day in great detail.
“Those were the days
of wasp waists, seven
petticoats, bustles, and
long underwear. Rats in
the hair, red faces, rugged complexions. Any
girl that appeared with
a peaches and cream
complexion risked the
chance of the he and she
gossips saying ‘she used
corn starch to powder
her face.’”
There was also, of
course, the ever present repudiation of the
younger generation and
what they don’t know by
the old “duffers,” of which
he himself was included.
“Of course we old duffers know all about these
things, but the younger generation perhaps
doesn’t know that we
used real candles – red,
white, blue and green
ones for the Christmas
tree. That we trimmed
the tree largely with
strings of popcorn and
popcorn balls. The top
place was usually a glass
star or trumpet. Used
to smash one about every year gettin’ the dang
thing down.”
Finally, Swanson summarized his feelings referring to his interpreta-

tion of the real meaning
of Christmas in terms of
the personal satisfaction
in harking back to those
many fond memories
of Christmas past. “So
we didn’t get much for
Christmas? Well, ‘mebbe’ not. But fellas, you’d
have to pile up a pretty
tall stack of stuff to equal
in personal satisfaction,
the joy we find in reminiscence. The toys of
long ago are long since
gone. But memories of
those halcyon days grow
richer, brighter with each
passing year.”
Swanson’s colloquial
descriptions depicting
his childhood memories of Christmas point
to a very different time, a
much simpler time, and a
far less extravagant time.
Imagine, there were no
i-Pods, no computers,
no cell phones, no video
games, no big screen
TVs, no lavish Christmas
parties, no expensive
gifts, and the unthinkable
- no “Black Friday.” How
could they have possibly survived? Yet, those
memories of Swanson’s,
as well as Christmas
memories for those of
us that may recall some
of those somewhat “simpler” times from the past,
are very likely indelibly
etched in our minds as
being remarkably happy
and memorable.
For more information on this topic, or to
become a member, visit
the Pioneer Museum in
Fairmont or its website at
www.fairmont.org/mchs.

MERRY

CHRISTMAS
WE WISH YOU A PROSPEROUS
NEW YEAR FROM OUR OFFICE
FAMILY HERE AT
ERPELDING • VOIGT, CO. CPAs

www.lakeviewfuneralhome.net

Merry Christmas
It’s the time of the year to
say thank you to our loyal
customers & friends!!
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Happy Holidays!
Happy
Holidays

Time for
us to
thank you
for your
loyalty &
patronage
throughout
the year!

to our many friends
and customers!

We look forward to serving
you in the New Year!

Custom application of crop protection products,
fertilizer & anhydrous ammonia.

(formerly Crop Production Services)

Merry Christmas!
Thanks to all our loyal
customers and friends for
your continued patronage.

1- 800-658-2501 • (507) 776-5201 230 W. Ciro St. • Truman, MN
Serving 43 counties in Southern Minnesota & Northern Iowa
A Division of Tennyson Construction • Truman, MN LIC NO. BC740801

Wishing you
the joys of the
season and
happinessinthe
New Year!

Landscaping Plus

Season’s Greetings
439 E. 9th Street, Fairmont • 238-5437

a friendly greeting
to our many loyal
customers. We look
forward to serving you in
the New Year.

East Chain, MN
(507) 773-4241 • 1-800-944-0083

S&JExcavating,Inc.
Dirt,Gravel,Sand,Rock,Trucking,BuildingDemolition,GroveRemoval,Steel
Culverts,Excavating,BackhoeService

SHOP: (507) 235-2622

Double D Dispatch
Happy Holidays
to all our loyal
customers & friends! We
look forward to serving
you in the New Year!

2320 Lake Ave. | Fairmont | 507-235-5116

Poppe’s Store Poppe’s Double
and Car Wash Dry Car Wash
1317 North State Street • Fairmont • (507) 235-6216

Wishing all our Loyal Customers and Friends
a Merry Christmas and Happy New Year!
24 HOUR PAY at the PUMP

Holiday
Great
Gift Ideas!

Accepting Cenex & All Major Credit Cards

Happy Holidays

I-90 Well Service
Fairmont • 238-1305

• Farm • Home • Municipal •

330 South
Central Avenue
Truman, MN

Merry Christmas and Happy Holidays
to all our customers and friends. Thanks for
your continued patronage!
www.wellsandseptics.com
EMERGENCY SERVICE

507.776.5221

M

Poppe’s Double Dry
Car Wash Cards

Warm your
hearth with
an efficient
gas fireplace
insert

507-728-8836

to all our customers &
friends. We look forward to
serving you in the new year!

Gas
Card

Merry Christmas &
Happy New Year

Fairmont, Minnesota

Thanks to all our loyal customers
and friends. We look forward to
serving you in the New Year!

C hr
y
r
r
e

istmas and Happy New

Thank
you to all
our
customers
& friends.

We look
forward
to serving
you in the
New Year.

Certified Public Accountants

507-238-4304

1031 Fairview Avenue, Fairmont, MN (Behind Militello Motors)
VISIT US ONLINE! www.hometownsan.com

51 Downtown Plaza • Fairmont, MN • www.stevenepiercecpa.com

Taking care of your business is our business.

Season’s Greetings
Time to say Thank You to all our loyal
customers and friends! We look forward
to serving you in the New Year!

Thank you to all of our fine friends and patrons.
We look foward to serving you in the New Year!

TRAILERS

Thank You and
Best Wishes to all our
Customers and Friends.
We look forward to serving
you in the New Year.

www.redihaul.com

www.dayplumbing.com
507-235-9009

Yea
r

1205 N. Dewey St., PO Box 803
Fairmont, MN 56031

(507) 238-4231

• Building Materials • Millworks
• Cabinetry • Windows

1533 Albion Ave. Fairmont
(507) 238-2711
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Experience HOPE This Christmas
The hope you will experience
is real. It’s the life changing
Hope that can only be found
in Jesus Christ.

LIVE like Jesus
LOVE like Jesus

Please join us for a very special
service celebrating the birth of
our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.

SERVE like Jesus

Christmas Eve Candlelight Service

Fairmont’s Mayo receives ‘A’ grade

Merry
Christmas

Five
Mayo
Clinic
Health System hospitals
in Fairmont, Minnesota;
Eau Claire, Wisconsin; La
Crosse, Wisconsin; Mankato, Minnesota, and Red
Wing, Minnesota are being recognized with an A

Wishing you the Best
of the Season

SCHUSTER’S
Pressure Washer Sales
819 1st Street, Fairmont
Your local

CHRISTMAS CARDS
& CHRISTMAS ITEMS
UP TO

Friday, December 24 • 5:30 p.m. • Community Covenant Church of Huntley
31323 170th St • Huntley, MN

Merry Christmas

to all our loyal Customers & Friends!

1/2 PRICE

dealership

Holiday
Hours
Christmas Eve: 5-10pm
New Year’s Eve: 5pm-12:30am
New Year’s Day: 5pm-12:00am

507.235.8866
224 Lake Avenue,
Fairmont, Minnesota
PomerenkeInsurance.com

Tyler Pomerenke
tyler@
pomerenke
insurance.com
507.236.2835

grade — the best possible
— by The Leapfrog Group,
an independent, national
non-profit
organization
that assigns Hospital Safety Grades to 2,600 acutecare hospitals across the
nation.
Mayo Clinic Rochester,
Mayo Clinic Arizona and
Mayo Clinic Florida also
earned A grades.
The Hospital Safety Score
is updated and published
twice per year. This score
is based on 15 measures of

Selected books
at reduced prices!

Christmas Day: 5pm-12am

Jared Pomerenke
jared@
pomerenke
insurance.com
507.236.0666
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Merry
Christmas

to all our loyal
customer and friends!

GOOD NEWS
BOOKSTORE

CUSTOM
MANUFACTURING

114 East 3rd Street, Fairmont, MN

(507) 238-2656
617 S. State • Fairmont, MN

(507) 235-5719

www.bowlmor-lanes.com

Mon-Fri 9-5 | Sat 9-3

(507) 235-6230 • WIEDWELDING.COM

Seasons Greetings

A note of thanks
at Christmas

to all our loyal customers & friends

1025 Bixby Road
Fairmont, MN
(507) 235-9506

Greetings of the Season

May you & yours enjoy a Happy Holiday!
We look forward to serving you in the New Year

Owatonna
(507) 451-3448

publicly available hospital safety data, combined
with seven additional selfreported survey answers,
to produce a single patient
safety score. A panel of
safety experts developed
these measures.
The Hospital Safety
Grades provide patients
with a single measure that
represents a hospital’s
overall performance in
keeping patients safe from
preventable errors, injuries, accidents and infections.

The holidays are our favorite time
of year because it gives us the
opportunity to express our gratitude
and let each of you know just how
much we appreciate serving our
customers in Fairmont and the
surrounding communities.
Stop by and pick up your complimentary 2022 Calendar.

Grotte Construction
Greg & Dean, Donna Grotte & Bryan, Colby
2090 135th • Fairmont • 507-236-2816

114 S. Park St. | Fairmont, MN
507-235-5556 | www.ffmbank.com

Merry
Christmas
$
25 Off

Your Healthy Home
Christmas Season Starts Here
May the true

™

fill your Hearts & Homes with
Love, Happiness & Peace!

CleanRite ChemDry
507-236-0713
507-235-3765
Owned by Chris & Wendy Voss

www.chem-dry.net/cleanrite.mn

Thanks to out Many Valued Customers
& Friends. We look forward to seeing
you in the New Year!

Superior Carpet & Upholstery Cleaning

COUPON

to all our Loyal Customers
& Friends! Thanks for your
CARPET
CLEANING
continued
patronage
& we look
HCE
cleaning.
Must
present
forward to
serving you in the new year!
coupon at time of service.
Not valid with other coupons
or offers. Minimum charges
apply. Expires 6-15-16.

Closed Christmas Eve Day,
Christmas Day, New Year’s Eve Day
and New Year’s Day
807 South State Street
Fairmont • 235-5533
Mon-Fri 9-4 | Sat 10-2

~
Thanks to all our customers and
friends for your patronage.
We look forward to serving you in
the New Year.
From the Staff & Management
- Fairmont, Truman & Jackson

GIFT CARDS AVAILABLE!

We will be closed Christmas Eve Day,
Christmas Day, New Year’s Eve Day
& New Year’s Day
709 N. State
106 Hwy 15
Fairmont, MN
Truman, MN
507-235-6611 507-800-1500
171 Industrial Parkway
Jackson, MN
507-800-1600

E-mail: sales@boekett.com | shop at: www.boekett.com
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Christmas Services
ST. JAMES LUTHERAN CHURCH

IMMANUEL LUTHERN CHURCH, LCMS

108 S James St, Northrop, MN
www.sjlnorthrop.com
Pastor John Henry III

1200 N North Ave, Fairmont, MN
Rev. Wade Daul

Christmas Eve Contemporary Service: 5:00pm
Christmas Eve Candlelight Service: 7:00pm
Christmas Day Festival Service: 9:00am
1st Sunday after Christmas
Christmas Matins: 9:00am (1 service only)
New Year’s Eve Service (with Communion): 5:00pm

ZION LUTHERAN CHURCH
FRASER TOWNSHIP

1623 170th St, Fairmont (Rural Fairmont), MN
Pastor John Henry III www.sjlnorthrop.com

St James Lutheran School Christmas Program:
December 15th - 9:00am & 7:00pm @ SJL
Christmas Eve
Sunday School Christmas Program: 4:00pm
Christmas Eve
Candlelight Divine Service: 10:00pm
Christmas Day Service: 10:00am @ SJL
New Year’s Eve Service: 7:00pm @SJL

St James Lutheran School Christmas Program:
December 15th - 9:00am & 7:00pm
Christmas Eve
Sunday School Christmas Program: 7:00pm
Christmas Day Divine Service: 10:00am
New Year’s Eve Divine Service: 7:00pm
All services available for viewing on our website

FIRST CONGREGATIONAL
UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST

319 Downtown Plaza, Fairmont, MN
235-5382 or www.fairmontucc.org
Rev. Cory Germain

Worship Service & Children’s Christmas Program:
December 19th - 10:30am
Candlelight Christmas Eve Service
with Communion: 5:30pm

IMMANUEL LUTHERAN CHURCH
315 N Seeley Ave, Dunnell, MN

Christmas Eve Service: 11:00pm
No Christmas Day Service

*Masks strongly encouraged regardless of
vaccination status
*Services available live (or later) through church website

Wishing you a blessed Christmas Season from the following sponsors:

Locally Owned & Operated
114 East 3rd St., Fairmont, MN

807 South State Street
Fairmont, MN

Mon. - Fri. 9-5 Sat. 9-3

507-235-5533

507-238-2656

500 S. State St., Fairmont
Grocery (507) 238-4737
Meat (507)238-4673
Open Monday-Saturday 7am-9pm

www.fareway.com

907 S. State St. • Fairmont, MN
(507) 238-4323

and Crematory

“Caring For Our Community”
205 Albion Avenue
Fairmont | (507) 238-2215
lakeviewfuneralhome.net

AUTO REPAIR
& TOWING

113 Winnebago Ave., Fairmont, MN 56031

410 E. Blue Earth Ave.
Fairmont, MN

103 North Park St.
Fairmont, MN
507.238.8300
Equal Housing Lender

Member FDIC

235-5800

WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 22, 2020
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Christmas Services
EAST CHAIN EVANGELICAL FREE
CHURCH

BETHEL EVANGELICAL FREE
CHURCH

507 280th Ave, Granada, MN
www.eastchain.com

1125 S State St, Fairmont, MN

Christmas Eve Service: 4:30pm

Christmas Eve Services: 3:00pm & 5:00pm
HAVEN EXPERIENCE

Services held at Fairmont Opera House,
45 Downtown Plaza, Fairmont, MN

Live stream 3:00pm service
www.bethel-fairmont.org

Christmas Eve Service: 3:00pm
Featuring Eagle Brook worship & message
No Service: December 26 th
Bob Merritt with Guest Speaker Dave
Ramsey - Archive Service: January 2nd

UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
119 E 2nd St, Fairmont, MN
www.umcfairmont.org

Christmas Eve Service: 5:30pm
In person, live streamed on our website or
Facebook.
Currently we are wearing masks.
They will be available at the door.

Wishing you a blessed Christmas
Season from the Photo Press and the
following sponsors:
David Bair Insurance
Dave Bair

Want to make a reservation?
Call Us Now! 507-235-5558
1-800-382-RIDE (7433)

507-238-2126
800-324-8219
dave@bairins.com
www.bairins.com

REFRIGERATION • AIR CONDITIONING
• HEATING • COMMERCIAL • RESIDENTIAL
24 HOUR EMERGENCY SERVICE
507-236-3060
www.cressref.com
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Christmas Services
GRACE LUTHERAN CHURCH

ST. JOHN VIANNEY CATHOLIC CHURCH

300 S Grant St, Fairmont, MN
www.gracelutheranchurch.org

901 S Prairie Ave, Fairmont, MN
www.sjvhf.org

Christmas Eve Services: 3:00pm & 5:00pm
Christmas Eve
Candlelight Service: 10:00pm

Christmas Eve Vigil: 4:00pm & midnight
Christmas Day Mass: 9:00am
Feast of the Holy Family Vigil Mass: 5:00pm
Feast of the Holy Family Mass:
Sunday, December 26 th - 10:00am

Please join us in person or via live stream link on our website and Facebook page
HOLY FAMILY CATHOLIC CHURCH
2481 50th St, Fairmont (East Chain), MN
www.sjvhf.org

Christmas Eve Vigil Mass: 7:00pm
Feast of the Holy Family Mass:
Sunday, December 26th - 8:00am

FAIRMONT EVANGELICAL
COVENANT CHURCH

TRINITY LUTHERAN CHURCH, ELCA

901 Woodland Ave, Fairmont, MN
www.fairmontcovenant.com

102 N 7th Ave E, Truman, MN
www.trinity-truman.org

Christmas Eve Candlelight Service: 5:00pm
Live streaming on our Facebook pageFairmont Evangelical Covenant Church

Christmas Eve Candlelight Service: 6:00pm
No Christmas Day Service

Wishing you a blessed Christmas Season from the following sponsors:

Auctioneer Alley
105 S. State Street • Fairmont

507-238-4318

burtischiropractic.com
112 N. State St. • Fairmont 235-5551

CHIROPRACTIC | NUTRITION | FUNCTIONAL MEDICINE

102 East Ciro Street

Phone: (507) 776-4375

Truman, MN 56088

zahariafamilyfuneral.com

• Appraisals • Auctions
• Real Estate • Farm Management

Buy $25 worth of gift certificates, get a $5 coupon

27193 R6-20

Baarts Trucking
PO Box 85
Northrop, MN 56075
Dispatch 507-776-8161
Local & Long Distance Trucking
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YEARS AGO
WALTER:

My Divine Mission
Feature Story by Greg Murphy
Preface: I did not write this
story for any self recognition but to remind myself
and anyone who reads it,
just how close God is to us
in our everyday lives and
all we have to do is reach
out to Him in prayer.

October 16, 1996
It was the Wednesday
night of the long MEA
weekend. It had been
a beautiful fall October
day with the temperature in the low 70s and
no wind, there was talk
of some rain in the forecast but not until around
midnight. My youngest daughter, Meghan,
who is a freshman at
Granada Huntley East
Chain High School and
plays in the pep band,
and I had just attended
the final football game
of the season which was
at home in Granada
against Cleveland. It was
also parents’ night and
all our friends were in
attendance to celebrate
this festive evening. The
game started out like we
were going to be blown
out in the first quarter,
but by half-time we had
made a game out of it.
During half-time I took
my usual break from
running the chains and
headed for the concession stand. On the way
my buddy, Roger Whitman, asked if I could get
his wife, Sue, some hot
chocolate and gave me
plenty of money. When
I returned without the
chocolate, due to a short
supply, I gave Sue the
money and then Roger
showed up and I told
him we needed more
money for more treats.
Roger willingly dug into
his pocket for more,
whereupon I handed
the money to his wife. I
whispered into Sue’s ear
to let me know when she
had enough money to
buy a new car. We were
sure Roger wouldn’t
catch on, as he always
did what people asked of
him without hesitation.
In the second half we
played some good football but unfortunately
came up on the short
end of the score again,
28-26. After the game
the booster club had a
chili feed in the school

cafeteria. Meghan and
I thought about staying,
but she was anxious to
get home; so we headed
home. Once home my
wife, Deb, had some
leftovers warming up in
the oven so we grabbed
some food and sat down
in front of the TV to
watch the local weather
and sports. We usually
watched channel 5 out
of the cities, but channel
12 out of Mankato just
got a new weather man
so Meghan had to check
him out. It has always
been a form of entertainment for our family
to watch the new weathermen on channel 12.
The new one that evening surely didn’t let us
down; he was as nervous
as a cat in a dog house
trying to read from a
script while looking at a
weather map and waving his arms and pointing to places on a totally
blank wall. When the
map did appear behind
him, pirouetted around
and with his posterior
end facing the camera
showed us a newly developing hurricane off
the east coast. Meghan,
Deb and I were in stitches, tears were streaming
down all our faces—the
poor guy. (I have always
thought there was something wrong with our
family being so easily
amused, but we all seem
somewhat normal otherwise.)
As soon as the weather
was done, the news gal
broke into the broadcast
with a late developing
news story about a toddler being lost in a cornfield two miles south of
Trimont, MN and the
authorities were asking for the public’s help.
Anyone with a search
dog was to come as soon
as possible.
I don’t know if it was
the urgency of how the
news gal broke the story,
the mention of search
dogs, that sick feeling of
how those parents must
now be feeling as I sat in
my comfortable home
enjoying my family, or if
it was a divine push that
made me spring from my
chair. I told Deb “let’s
go look for that toddler.”
She didn’t say much but
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gave me a funny look
asking, “Are you sure?” I
thought, I have a new 12
volt flashlight with two
batteries that had been
recently charged and I
have an eighteen month
old golden retriever,

“Let's go
look for that
toddler!”
Sandy, who is a terrific
hunting dog. There was
no reason I shouldn’t go;
besides I again thought
of those parents and
how terrible it would be
if people didn’t come.
I went to the telephone
and called the local law
enforcement center in
Fairmont to make sure
they hadn’t yet found
the child and to verify
the TV request. The dispatcher said they had
not yet found the toddler and started to give
me directions. About
the third turn she gave
me found me lost, so I
asked her if she had the
township and section
number. With a sigh
of relief she said, “Oh
thank you,” and then
told me it was section
15 of Elm Creek Township in Martin County.
As soon as I hung up, I
asked Meghan to get my
plat book while I made
another phone call.
This was a phone call
that I have made many
times in my life to my
best friend, Roger Whitman, who lives in East
Chain. Roger and I grew
up and went to school
together in East Chain;
since high school we
both have worked in
Fairmont at businesses a
block apart, he at Christensen Lumber and myself at Park Motor, for the
past twenty-three years.
We also both farm next
to each other and are
both avid outdoorsmen
who love to hunt and fish
at every spare moment
in our lives. Roger is a
horse of a man, strong as
an ox with unrelenting
endurance and a heart
made of gold. I told Roger to get his gear ready,
we were going tracking.
Roger and I do lots of
bow hunting and it was

nothing for him to get a
phone call at this time
of the night to go tracking a deer in a cornfield,
but since we were both
at the football game he
was a little confused. I
told him of the situation
and the only reservation he had was whether
or not to take our hunting dogs with us. Roger
said, “If fifty to one hundred people show up
with dogs, we’ll spend
all night chasing and
looking for dogs,” so we
decided no dogs. Roger
said he would be right
over as soon as he got his
rain gear and flashlight.
While waiting for Roger, I changed into my
chores clothes, rounded
up my rain gear, and
plugged my extra battery into the charger to
get a last-second boost.
Once I was organized,
I studied the plat book
to find our destination.
Then I thought of my
whistle hanging in the
basement and asked

purchased new batteries
for both flashlights, and
then we headed north
for about two miles to
I-90, then turned west
toward our destination, which was fourteen miles to Sherburn,
then three miles north
on county road 4, then
two miles west to reach
Section 15 of Elm Creek
Township.
On the drive over, Roger and I studied the plat
book trying to get an exact location. Not knowing the family’s name,
we didn’t know for sure
which of the three residences listed on the plat
book in that section we
were heading for. But we
were sure there would
be plenty of traffic and
lights to show us the way.
We also studied the
plat book for any lakes,
river or creeks which
were nearby which
might give us some insight once out in the
field. We tried to determine how far the child

Meghan to get it. She did
as I asked but wanted to
know what I was planning to do with it. I told
her that once we found
the toddler, I would blow
it and it would alert the
rest of the rescuers. She
said, “Sure, dad” with
that dubious look on her
face.
Roger lives about four
miles from me in East
Chain and it took him
about 10 minutes to
reach my place. Once
there, I loaded my gear
into his 1994 Ford F150
pickup as he asked if I
had a spare flashlight.
I found one in the combine, but the batteries
were weak; so on the way
we would have to stop
and get some new batteries. It took us about
twelve minutes to get to
the Amoco gas station
in Fairmont where we

could travel in the four
hours during which he
had been missing so far.
I thought of the movie,
“The Fugitive” where
the FBI determined
the perimeter of an escaped convict using the
elapsed time and the
foot speed of an adult.
Using the same principles, we calculated
that a two-year-old boy
would travel approximately one-half mile per
hour going in a straight
line in normal walking
conditions. This would
have put the perimeter
at a two mile radius.
Then we reduced that
by one-half allowing for
the poor conditions in a
cornfield and the child
walking in circles, which
we felt anyone would
do if lost. This reduced
the perimeter to a one
mile radius. Knowing

from the dispatcher only
that it was a two-yearold boy missing, I told
Roger we needed more
information as to the
boy’s exact age, because
there is a big difference
between turning two
yesterday and turning
three tomorrow. With
this thought, we started
a mental list of questions
we had to ask before we
could begin our search.
Roger then asked me if
I thought Donny would
be there. Donny Rudolph was Roger’s brother-in-law who lived in
the same area in which
we were heading. Donny
was also a good friend of
mine as we were classmates in a small graduating class of seventeen
from East Chain in 1971.
Donny was a person
who was much more
intense than myself or
Roger, he was the kind of
friend you could count
on to be one of the first
to show up if you needed
his help, and the last to
go home. He would give
you the shirt off his back
if you needed it. With
those thoughts of Donny, there was no doubt in
our minds that he would
be there.
About one mile north
on County 4, the night
sky turned absolutely
black and the pickup
started to sway. I asked
Roger what the problem
was, and he said that the
wind was getting that
strong. A moment later,
it stated to rain so hard
that we could only travel
at a snail’s pace. When
we turned onto County
4 and headed west, there
was a sheriff’s car in
front of us; so we knew
that if we followed it,
it would lead us to our
destination. The sheriff’s
car was using a spotlight
and was driving very
slowly; by now it was
raining so hard that we
almost came to a stop in
the road due to the poor
visibility and wind. At
that moment there was
a wave of urgency that
swept over us. With the
dropping temperature,
it went from a daytime
high of 70 to a nighttime
low of 38. Wind which
reached peak gusts of 70
mph, and driving rain,
we knew that it would
be tough enough for an
adult lost in these conditions to last overnight, let
alone a scantily-dressed
two-year-old.
When we reached the
road heading west toward the building site,
there were cars lined
up for approximately
three-fourths of a mile
in both directions from
the building site and on
both sides of the road.
There were people run-

continued on pg 12
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ning from all directions
as the driving rain and
winds, along with improper dress, forced
them from the cornfields to their vehicles.
We started to work our
way through the maze
of vehicles toward the
building site, but with
all the people reaching
their vehicles, it was like
Grand Central Station,
so we pulled over to the
first spot on the right and
waited for the traffic jam
to clear as we knew we
would get much closer
to the building site once
the traffic cleared.
While we were parked,
we began to survey the
situation. There were
cornfields on all four
sides of the building site.
As we thought about the
cornfield to our right,
which was across the
road from the building
site, we concluded that if
a two year old had been
lost in the cornfield next
to the building site, and
if by some chance he
made it to the end of the
field, he would have to
navigate a fence, then
struggle up a moderately-sloped ditch which
was covered with thick
grass about one foot
high. Once on the firm
road surface, we felt that
there was no way that
he would leave the road
to head down another
ditch and into another
cornfield when he had
just spent four hours getting out of the first one.
That, along with the fact
that there had to be over
twenty cars that were
continuously
driving
by the building site, we
felt that someone would
have spotted him had
he reached the road. So
with that reasoning, we
eliminated the cornfield
across the road.
It now had to be 11:00
p.m. or later, and we were
still sitting in the truck
waiting for the rain to let
up and the people were
still running for cover. I
told Roger that we needed more information, so
I told him to roll down
his window and flag
someone down that was
running by. At that moment, a young man was
heading toward us, so
Roger flagged him down
and he stuck his head in
the truck while I asked
him the questions that
we had made a mental
list of on the way over.
First I asked him the exact location that the boy
had last been seen. He
said that the boy and his
siblings were playing in
the farm yard on the far
south part of the building site near some big
pumpkins. Then I asked
him as to the exact time
the boy was missing,
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and he said about 7:15
p.m. We asked him what
the boy’s name was and
he told us it was “Walter.” Then we asked him
if he knew what the boy
was wearing for clothes,
and he said that he was
wearing a striped tee
shirt with light brown
shorts and tennis shoes.
I then asked if he had
any idea as to the exact
age of the boy, and he
then told us that Walter had just turned two
the week before. Now
we knew we were look-

storm was just finishing
moving through, and it
was now just drizzling
with a continued strong
wind. We got out of the
truck and proceeded
to put on our rain gear.
Roger had a complete
rain outfit from head to
toe and my hooded rain
jacket, along with my
knee boots, covered all
of me except about six
inches around my knees.
We didn’t bother putting
on our cloth gloves because they would have
become soaked im-

the cornfield.
Roger and I, when
tracking deer, would always find tracks into a
field and then circle the
field to see if we could
find where it had left the
field. Obviously if there
were no tracks out, the
deer must still be in the
field. So our plan was to
circle the field in hopes
of picking up some sign
that would guide us to
Walter. Still not seeing any sign of a search
party, we started to look
around the immediate

didn’t recognize his
voice due to the wind
driving the rain on my
vinyl hood. I asked him
to turn off his light and
identify himself. It was
Donny Rudolph, Roger’s brother-in-law that
we had talked about on
the way over. I told him
that Roger was with me,
but by now there were
so many people with
hooded rain coats and
flashlights, I couldn’t determine which one was
Roger. I then asked him
what the game plan was

RESCUER LOCATES TODDLER - Walter Fuller, a toddler lost in a corn field for about
eight hours, is carried past other unidentified volunteer searchers Thursday morning by Greg Murphy of East Chain. Murphy located fuller about 3 a.m. Thursday
morning.							
~ Fairmont Sentinel, October 18, 1996
ing for a one-year-old,
not a three-year-old. He
told us we could save
our breaths by hollering
for him because Walter
was shy and would not
answer and may even be
hiding from the searchers. The poor man was
soaked by now, but I had
one additional question. I asked him if there
was any chance that the
boy had been abducted
by any person or any
chance of foul play involved. He then assured
us that he knew the family well and went to the
same church with them
and that there was no
chance of foul play. With
this we thanked him and
he went on his way. With
this new information we
felt more confident than
ever that the child had
not crossed the road to
the other cornfield.
Within a few minutes
the traffic cleared out
and we pulled out to
see how much closer we
could get to the building
site. We pulled up into
the driveway and parked
about halfway up on the
right hand side. The first

mediately and thought
when it quit raining the
warmth of dry gloves
would feel pretty good.
Roger took both of his
flashlights and I took my
Dewalt flashlight with
two fully-charged batteries which would give
us about six hours of
light. Once outfitted, we
headed for the yard to
find headquarters.
Upon reaching the
yard we did not see any
sign of headquarters, but
there was a lady walking across the yard and
we flagged her down to
see if she could show us
the exact location where
Walter had last been
seen. She pointed to an
area between the big
pumpkins and an old
building and said Walter and his brothers and
sister were playing there
when, all of a sudden,
Walter
disappeared.
With that information I
was absolutely confident
that Walter had entered
that cornfield and that
he had not crossed the
road to the other cornfield. Now we had to determine if we was still in

area in the yard and in
and around and under
some older buildings.
We were working our
way to the west edge
of the grove to find the
west edge of the cornfield when we noticed
a machine shed tucked
in the grove that looked
like it had a lot of activity in it so we headed in
that direction. Suddenly
the machine shed doors
flew open and we were
blinded and almost run
over by what seemed to
be upwards of one hundred people coming
straight toward us with
their bright flashlights
shining into our faces.
The wind had increased
in strength and it had
started to rain quite a
bit harder so we couldn’t
see any faces due to everyone having a hood
on his/her head and
the bright lights were
blinding. The people
just kept walking past us
when suddenly someone stuck a flashlight
directly into my face
and said, “Hello Greg.”
I was now completely
blinded by the light and

and he said that they
were all going across
the road to start searching in that cornfield as
they had been searching the cornfield by the
pumpkins since the
search had started, and
they had walked every
row of corn and had not
found any sign of him. I
told him that we weren’t
because he’s not across
the road, he is in this
cornfield. I told him he
was sure welcome to go
along with the big party
or he could come with
us; he agreed to come
with us.
By now Roger had
found us and our team
was complete; so the
three of us now headed
for the west edge of the
grove to find the west
edge of the field. To our
surprise the west edge of
the grove was only about
one hundred yards to
our west, and when we
got there it was also
the western edge of the
cornfield which we were
looking for.
As we all stood there
before entering the field,
a wave of emotions came

over me. I again thought
of tracking a wounded
deer and how I would
go to the spot where the
deer was last seen and
then stand there with
my eyes shut and put
myself into that deer,
feeling the point of the
wound and then start
moving just how and
where I thought the deer
would go. I would amaze
myself how many times
I would find that deer.
Roger is the best tracker
of any man I know and,
once on a trail, he will
not quit for any reason,
so there was no doubt if
anyone was going to find
a sign, it was going to be
us. As we stood there
before entering the field
I told Roger and Donny
that we had to pretend
that we were Walter. We
had to think and act like
Walter and hopefully we
would walk in the same
direction as Walter and
find him. I was still having trouble determining
in my mind just how big
a two-year-old was; my
youngest daughter is
fourteen and it’s been a
while since I had a twoyear-old, so I asked Roger, “How big is two?” He
wasn’t sure either, but he
told me of an old saying,
“Walk at one—talk at
two”; and when he said
that, I had it!
So we lined up to start
our drive down the edge
of the field. Roger was
in the fence line to my
right, I was in the middle
between the last row of
corn and the tall grass of
the fence line, and Donny was in the second
row of corn to my left. As
we started, Roger said
to me, “wouldn’t it be a
rush to find him.” I said
it surely would be. These
were the last words of
communication we had
with each other for the
next hour and a half.
As we stepped into the
cornfield, I was amazed
as to the calmness of
my body; my pulse was
normal, my heart wasn’t
pounding like I thought
it might, I had a feeling
of complete confidence
that we were in the right
place. There was not that
doubt one sometimes
has when you wonder
if you should be somewhere else. I was, at that
time, emotionless and
one hundred percent focused on our mission.
We went at a snail’s
pace. Roger was to my
right in the fence line
checking every clump
of grass and scanning
the bare bean field to
his right, Donny was to
my left in the third row
of corn and covering the
second and fourth rows
as we descended down
the field. I was in the
middle—the first row of
corn to my left and the
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heavy grass fence line
to my right. We covered
every inch of that area.
I knew that there would
be no chance that we
would overlook him if he
had been there.
As we started I knew
we needed as much help
as possible and who better to ask than the Lord. I
started to pray the “Our
Father,” I must have repeated it five hundred
times that night. I tried
to make up other prayers
asking God to guide us
to Walter but time after
time my mind would always go back to the “Our
Father.” As I prayed this
prayer over and over, I always found myself stuck
on the phrase, “Thy will
be done.” I kept asking
myself, why this phrase?
Why was it implanted in
my brain? I had a very
hard time getting past
it, and before I knew it,
“Thy will be done” was
there again. I concluded that God was telling
me that no matter what
my will was, it would be
God’s will as to what was
going to happen.
My thoughts turned
to a truckload of cattle
I had purchased earlier
in the week and how I
was worried about their
health and the financial loss I would suffer if
they would get sick and
die, then I realized how
selfish a worry that was
when this poor family
was facing a life threatening situation with
a child, and how they
would trade situations
with me in a second as
money was all I was concerned over.
I thought for the first
time that possibly we
would not find Walter alive, but with the
thought of God telling
me “His will” would be
done, I accepted that
and only asked God that
we find Walter, whatever
“His will” was.
By now we had gone
about one third of the
half mile field when
the second storm hit.
The wind which was already blowing 20 to 30
MPH picked up; we later
learned it was clocked at
70 MPH, the rain turned
to ice, the temperature
dropped now approaching the freezing mark,
and the lightning was
putting on a show like I
had never experienced.
Suddenly the lightning
was right on top of us;
there were strikes one
after another to the right
of us. Then my prayers
and thoughts turned to
us and all the searchers
out in the other field. I
asked God to protect
us all from harm and
would accept His will,
whatever that would be.
Then at that moment
I had the most intense,

unexplainable sensation
of my life. I lost all sense
of hearing and of feeling.
My immediate conclusion was that I had been
struck by lightning, but I
looked down at my legs
and they were still walking. I looked to my right
and I could see Roger
scanning the fence line
and shining the bare
field to his right; I looked
to my left and saw Donny with his flashlight
walking down his row
and scanning the rows
to his right and left. I
was in a zone I could not
make sense of and then
again, stuck in my mind
was “Thy will be done.” I
then knew, for the fourth
time in my life, that God
was in my presence.
I started this dialogue
with God, asking him
“What are you telling
me? Is Walter here? Is
Walter dead? Are we going to die?” I could feel
His force in me, but I did
not know what it meant
and after what seemed
to be a few moments all
my senses came back to
me and everything was
normal. I could feel the
force of the wind driving the hail into my face.
I could hear the sound
of the hail hammering
against my vinyl hood
and I could still see
Roger to my right and
Donny to my left. I was
impossible to talk due to
the storm, and if we had
been able to talk, I don’t
know how I would have
explained my experience, even to my best
friends.
We continued down
the half mile fence line
to the center of the section where the fence
lines met. There we
fanned out into a little
bigger area looking for
a sign that Walter had
not left the cornfield.
We then turned left and
started walking east,
along the south end of
the cornfield, it was the
same alignment as we
started.
We walked about
two-thirds of the quarter mile when suddenly
again I had this intense
presence; this time I
could hear a low aerie
sound, the hair on my
neck and head felt like
it was standing straight
up and the chills and
goose bumps were engulfing my body. I hollered to Roger, “Did you
hear that?” He looked
strangely as me and
said, “Hear what?” I then
asked him if he felt anything funny, and he answered, “No.” I told him
that I didn’t know what
was going on, but told
him to mark this spot
as I had a strong feeling
about it. As we continued walking, the sensation left and I felt normal
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again.
We then finished the
south fence line and
came to the end of the
field to the east. By now
the storm had passed
over and we were getting cold, wet and a little
weary; so for the first
time since we started,
we stopped and took a
break under some trees
in the next fence line.
By now the gap between
my coat and boots had
allowed enough water
to enter that it was running over the top of my
boots. I took them off
and drained them and
wrung the water out of
both pairs of socks that I
was wearing. The steam
filled the air as my bare
feet were exposed to the
now freezing air. We
did some housekeeping
chores and told a couple
of stories as we relaxed
and took our minds off
the search for the first
time since we started. I
asked Donny what time
it was; he said “About
12:45 a.m.” and still,
no sign of Walter. After
about fifteen minutes
we got up and, for the
first time since entering
the field, we saw other
searchers with flashlights coming toward us,
about a quarter of a mile
away, from the north
along the east side of the
field which was the only
perimeter fence line we
had not covered. Donny
asked where do we go
from here? I said we had
to go back to the spot
where I had the goose
bumps and where Roger
had marked.
When we got there
they said, “What now?”
As I stood there, I looked
to the north a half mile
away at the building site

lar across the rows of
corn, which is what we
hoped to do, as we felt
we could cover a much
wider swath than just a
few rows had the corn
been planted north and
south. I started out in
the middle again with
Roger to my left about
fifteen yards and Donny
to my right about seven
yards away as his flashlight was quite weak
and didn’t throw a very
bright beam.
As we started we all
would enter the same
row of corn, then we
would shine our light to
the right and then to the
left, then we would signal each other by shin-

go dead. I hollered at
both Roger and Donny
to stop while I changed
the battery. The battery
pack is made of plastic
and because of the cold,
both on the plastic and
my hands. I could not
squeeze the pack off the
light. So I asked them
both to help me. It took
three of us to get that
simple task done. I said
we must have looked like
three stooges changing
a light bulb. I asked Donny the time again and it
was 2:00 a.m.
As we prepared to
resume our search, I
couldn’t find one of my
gloves and I said, “How
are we going to find a

“It was 70° at 7pm when Walter
was playing outside. In a minute our lives changed. Walter
was found 8 hours later at 3am
and the temperature was 38°.”
~Darrel Fuller
ing the light into each
other’s faces to step into
the next row at the same
time, as we did not want
Walter to slip between
us. We were covering
about a thirty yard swath
in a quarter mile field.
After about twenty rows
Donny came to me and
asked to trade places as
his flashlight was getting weaker and mine
was exceptionally bright
and cast a beam you
could see for well over
a hundred feet. He felt I
could cover more area to
the outside allowing us
to cover a wider swath,
so we traded places. I
told Roger and Donny

boy in a hundred-acre
cornfield when I can’t
find a glove at my feet.”
So we left without it.
We talked about how
we had to be very careful
when shining down the
rows of corn so as not to
get sloppy and not to forget to scan the area just
under our feet because if
we missed him, it would
be under our feet just
to the right or left of us
and not further down
the rows. We walked for
about thirty minutes
when we came to a hill
in the field where the
corn was very short and
we all could clearly see
each other and we gath-

The Fuller family visited Fairmont Ford, formerly Park Motor, about a
year after the rescue. Walter went up to Greg and said “Thank you
for saving my life!”

where we started and
I could see clearly the
yard light shining like a
bright beacon and I said
“There! The yard light,
we will head directly toward the light.” The light
was to the north and
the corn was planted
east and west so we had
to walk perpendicu-

we would have to pick
up the pace a little bit
as my feet were getting
numb and I was getting
the deep chills. I then for
the first time put on my
dry gloves, and what a
feeling that was.
We walked methodically like this until my
first battery started to

ered closer together and
Roger said with some
despair in his voice,
“We should have found
some sign by now.” As
we were approaching
the final third of the field
toward the yard light,
I had just the opposite
feeling; maybe it was the
warmth you get as hypo-

thermia sets in that I was
feeling but I said, “We
know by searching the
perimeter that he is still
in this field and he is not
behind us, so he must be
ahead of us!”
Donny looked at the
yard light and said that
we had been straying
a little to the right and
we should head a little
more to the left; so we
realigned our positions
and again headed for the
yard light. As we started
there was a break in the
storm, and the wind
temporarily died down.
Looking skyward we
saw big dark clouds to
the east and pitch black
clouds coming in from
the west and overhead
the stars were shining
brightly. As we were
heading north the big
dipper was pointing to
the brightest star in the
sky, the North Star, and
strangely it was located
just over the yard light.
It was as though we were
the three wise men being guided by a star to
the Christ Child.
The storm to the west
was fast approaching;
the wind was starting
to pick up and a deep
chill went through my
body when the miracle
happened. It was now
2:55 a.m., I walked into
the next row like we had
been doing for the past
three hours, first shining the light to my right,
blinking and pausing,
giving my eyes time to
focus as I shined the
light at my feet and then
shining the light to my
left. There, sitting on the
ground about six feet
away, leaning up against
a cornstalk like a little
doll, sat Walter.
As I approached him I
said to myself in almost
disbelief, “Are you what
we are looking for?” And
then my knees buckled,
as I knelt before him
every ounce of living
being drained from my
body. I folded my hands
in prayer and looked up
to heaven and thanked
God over and over as I
wept profusely.
Once collecting myself, I checked Walter
over for any cuts, broken bones or anything
else out of the ordinary
and other than being in
a deep semiconscious
state with deep shaking
tremors, he looked OK.
I then, through my tears
hollered, “I found him!”
They both said, “What?”
Clearing my throat I
yelled, “I found him!!!!”
Within seconds they
were both there. Donny
immediately took off his
rain jacket and wrapped
him as Roger picked him
from the ground. I just
knelt there in a state of

continued on pg 14
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shock. I then thought of
the whistle I was carrying around my neck. I
got it out and began to
blow it.
We headed out of
the field, Roger leading the way busting his
way through the standing corn like an ox as to
make a path for the rest
of us, then came Donny,
who gave the coat off his
back to wrap and carry
Walter, and I followed
up the rear shining my
light overhead as to
guide them while trying
to blow my whistle between wave after wave
of emotions and tears.
We were about two
hundred yards away
from the building site
and it seemed to take
an eternity to reach. We
tried to hurry as fast as
we could as we had to
fight against the standing corn. I tripped occasionally as my knees
buckled from the intense emotions that had
taken over my body. I
had to collect myself
several times as we exited the field.
As we emerged from
the cornfield, all three
of us were hollering, “We
found him!!!!”
Then from a garage
came a wave of people
toward us and as we met,
all attention was focused
on Walter. The paramedics took him from us and
ran him up to an awaiting ambulance and
the crowd of about fifty
people followed. There,
standing all alone between the field and the
garage were the three of
us.
We stood there in
shock as we looked at
each other. We were
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totally speechless as
the three of us hugged
each other as tears of
joy streamed down our
faces. It was the greatest feeling of friendship
I had ever experienced,
for we all knew that
we had accomplished
something very special.
Once the ambulance
had left for the hospital
the crowd came back to
us and wanted to know
all the details as to “Who
found him? Where did
you find him? How
could we have missed
him? etc.” By now I was
chilled to the bone. My
boots were full of water again so I sat down
by the garage to empty
them as another storm
struck with heavy rain
and strong winds. We
then entered the garage
which the ladies had set
up for a lunch area.
We found out that during one of the intense
storms during the night
the law enforcement had

stood there and drank
eight glasses until my
thirst and chills had
been satisfied. While
standing there and being continuously congratulated by all the
remaining
searchers,
a man came up to me
and with a lump in his
throat, asked if I was
the one who found Walter. I knew from his face
and voice that he was
more than a searcher
and that this child had
a special place in his
heart. I said “yes.” As
he hugged me with the
deepest gratitude I have
ever experienced from
another man, he told
me that Walter was his
nephew. That was all he
was able to say as his
emotions
completely
overwhelmed him. We
clutched each other for
a moment and as he left
he uttered, “Thank you”
through his tears. At
that moment it started to
sink in as to what we had

“
“Someone from Worthington
called. They had 70 people
ready to come join the search.
Walter had just been found.
There is so much goodness in
the world.” ~ Darrel Fuller

pulled the searchers out
of the field for fear of being struck by lightning
and most of them had
gone home around one
o’clock, while the others
were waiting for the National Guard to arrive.
The food and hot chocolate were all gone and
the only thing they had
left was warm water. I

done.
One by one the people
left for home and Roger
and I waited for the cars
and trucks and emergency vehicles to clear
out of the driveway to
make room for us to get
Roger’s truck out. On the
way back home Roger
and I didn’t talk much. I
don’t know if we were in

awe of what we had done
or if we were just completely exhausted, but I
do remember Roger asking me, “What was those
people’s name?”
I looked at him with
a blank look on my face
and answered, “I don’t
know, but I have a feeling we will find out.”
We reached my home
at 5:00 a.m. Roger and
I shook hands and I
thanked him for going and he thanked me
for asking—boy what a
friend!!!!
Once inside my house,
my wife Deb was still
waiting up. She didn’t
seem very surprised
that we had found him;
she knew we wouldn’t
have come home until
we had. I then hopped
into the shower and
turned the hot water on
as hot as I could stand it.
When the eighty gallons
of hot water were gone
about forty minutes
later, I emerged from
the shower still chilled.
I wrapped up in a blanket and tried to get some
rest and that was when
the excitement of what
had happened started to
sink in. My heart started
racing and I had to go to
the bathroom about five
times in the next hour.
About 6:00 my daughter, Meghan, woke up
and came downstairs
and asked me if “they”
had found the toddler?
I said no, that “they”
did not find the toddler,
but that “we” had found
him. Again having no
faith in her dad she said,
“Sure you did.”
Even after telling her
the whole story she still
found it hard to believe.
So I told her to wait and
see. I got dressed and
went to work at Park
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Motor at 8:00 a.m. without any sleep. When I
arrived most of my coworkers were also in disbelief of what had happened. Then about 9:00
the radio stations started to call for the details
of the rescue and about
9:30 Meghan called me
and said “Dad, guess
what? Channel 5 TV, out
of Minneapolis called
and wanted to know
where they could find
you to do a story on the
rescue.” She then said, “I
believe you now!!!”
A co-worker of mine,
Buck Johnson, came into
my office about eightthirty that morning, before anyone knew the little boy’s name, and said,
“Well, Walter, you did
it!!” I looked up at him in
complete shock as goose
bumps and shivers consumed my body. For
every Monday morning
the past couple of years,
Buck would come into
my office and say, “Who
are you going to be this
week?” He would always
pick a new old-fashioned
name like Jed, Bill, Herman, George, Ernest, Jethrow, etc. and then that
would be the name that
he would call me for that
given week. On the preceding Monday of this
week—today was now
Thursday—he gave me
the name “Walter”!!!
Another interesting
thing happened that day.
When illustrating on paper as to how the search
took place, I marked the
location as to my first ex-

perience of loss of feelings along the west fence
and then I marked the
second location where
I had the goose bumps
and had Roger mark

“Well Walter,
you did it!”
the spot along the south
fence. When drawing a
perpendicular line from
both spots where the
lines intersected in the
field, is where I found
Walter!! I knew then that
this was indeed,
“My Divine Mission.”
Gregory B. Murphy
P.S.

Since that night

Roger, Donny and I have
never talked about the
rescue. I received a lot of
attention and recognition in the days following, and I always tried
to stress to all interested
parties that it was not
just I who found Walter, it
was the three of us. Somehow I feel that Roger and
Donny did not receive the
credit and recognition
that they deserved. But
deep down I know that
their efforts will one day
be rewarded; by the One
who guided us.
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This story is sponsored
in part by Fairmont
Ford in appreciation
of Greg Murphy’s many
years of dedication and
friendship.

Times may have changed
but one thing is still
the same – sending
holiday greetings to
friends old and new.
It’s a pleasure to wish
you happy holidays.

TO ALL

“Your friendly Ford dealer since 1909”

FAIRMONT
FORD

700 E. Blue Earth Ave. Fairmont, MN
507-235-6681 • 800-726-6912
www.fairmontford.com
Holiday Hours:

Roger Whitman, Donny Rudolph, Walter Fuller and Greg Murphy

CLOSED:
December 24

December 31
8am-3pm

December 25

CLOSED:
January 1
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Fairmont DFS
fundraiser
Normally, at this time,
Fairmont Dollars for
Scholars board members
would be planning the
chicken dinner fundraiser they hold each Janu-
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ary. However, with careful
thought and consideration,
the board has decided to
cancel the chicken dinner
for 2022 in deference to the
health and wellness of our
supporters. In its place, the
chapter is doing a mailing
requesting small donations

to help them continue to
provide monetary spport in
the form aand graduates.
If you would like to donate, you can do so online
at https://bit.ly/GiveFDFS
(which is case sensitive)
or send a check to Fairmont Dollars for Scholars,

Happy
Holidays

P.O. Box 563, Fairmont MN
56031. These donations are
tax deductible and every
donation helps, big or small.
If you would like to be on the
chapter’s mailing list, call
Liz Wheeler at 507-399-2134
or email her at fairmontdollars@gmail.com.

Best wishes to all our
wonderful customers
and friends!
We look forward to
serving you in the New Year!
Closed Christmas Eve &
Christmas Day
Closed New Year’s Eve & New
Year’s Day

FROM THE CENTRAL FARM SERVICE TEAM

�

1255 Hwy 15 South, Fairmont, MN, 507-238-2333
Mon 8-7, Tues-Fri 8-6, Sat 9-4
dansappliance.com
service@dansappliance.com • sales@dansappliance.com

ood � idings!
Merry
Christmas

Bountiful good wishes to all our wonderful customers and
friends! We look forward to serving you in the New Year!
–Fareway Staff & Management
Closing 5pm Christmas Eve • Closed Christmas Day
500 SOUTH STATE STREET • FAIRMONT
MONDAY THROUGH SATURDAY 7:00 A.M. - 9 P.M. CLOSED SUNDAY
GROCERY 238-4737 | WWW.FAREWAY.COM | MEAT 238-4673

120 West 1st St. Fairmont, MN
(507)238-4746
www.fnamn.com

Your work is important.
From the early mornings to the weekend chores and all the time in between.
No matter the season, no matter the weather, you show up.
Because you have to. Because you want to. For them.
You do it for your legacy, for your community, for your family.

Laura
&Tom
Tom
Kramer
Laura
Laura
and
and
Tom
Kramer
Kramer

Greg
Wohlhuter
Greg
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Wohlhuter
Wohlhuter

WeWe
would
would
likelike
to to
take
take
time
time
to to
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and
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The
The
Staff
Staff
of of
Kramer
Kramer
Family
Family
Funeral
Funeral
Homes
Homes

And from our Family to Yours, we wish you all
a Safe, Healthy, and Happy Holiday Season.

Blue Earth | 507-526-2714

www.kramerfuneralhome.com

507.639.2281

www.KibbleEq.com

00000

00000

CREMATION ~ FUNERALS
PRE-NEED ~ MONUMENTS

7171
2nd
2nd
Ave.
Ave.
S.E.,
S.E.,
Trimont,
Trimont,
Minnesota
Minnesota
71 2nd
Avenue
S.E.
Trimont,
Minnesota
507-639-2281
507-639-2281
507-639-2281
with
with
chapels
chapels
in Trimont
in Trimont
• Sherburn
• Sherburn
• Welcome
• Welcome
with
chapels
in Trimont
• Sherburn
• Welcome
www.kramerfuneralhome.com
www.kramerfuneralhome.com
www.kramerfuneralhome.com
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Greetings

GOOD LUCK CARDINALS!

1234 Washington Street | Somersville Heights
000-000-0000 | www.namewebsite.com

merry

1234 Washington Street | Somersville Heights
000-000-0000 | www.namewebsite.com

Congrats
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Royalty!
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|
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•
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|
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TRUCK REPAIR & EXCAVATING
May the happiness and
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000-000-0000 | www.namewebsite.com
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Merry Christmas
& Happy New Year
from your friends at

prosperity of this Holiday Season
reign in each of your homes.
BRAD ANDERSON
Thanks to all my customers
REALTOR
and loyal friends!
CELL 507-236-1123

since 1997”

peaceful New
Year.
Shelly

Marilyn

Suzi

Arica

Julie

Morgan

Sara

Kim

Tammy

Angel

27193 R6-20
banderson22@midco.net
323 E Blue Earth Ave.
Fairmont, MN

907 S. State St. • Fairmont • hy-vee.com
Open ‘til 5 pm Christmas Eve.
Closed Christmas Day. Open Dec. 26
at 6 am. Open regular hours New
Year’s Eve and New Year’s Day

The staff at United Hospital District sends our

Sincere Thanks

kruegerrealtyinc.com

for your loyalty and goodwill throughout the year.

We appreciate the trust you’ve shown in us. We're
proud to be your healthcare partner for routine care,
complex conditions, emergencies, and more.

BLUE
BLUE EARTH
EARTH || FAIRMONT
FAIRMONT || WELLS
WELLS || WINNEBAGO
WINNEBAGO

McConnell

y
s
p
y
p
a
a
H Holid
Wendy

May the songs of joy fill your
home with warmth and your heart
with happiness this holiday season!
Gillian

Gillian

Sherri

Jim & Jackie
WendyBen

Paul

Jody

Jim & Jackie
Gillian
Ben
Ben
Nic
Jim
& Jackie
& Jackie
Gillian
Gillian JimVonnie
NORTHLAND
REALTY

Jim & Jackie

Allison Nic

Allison

Wendy
Gillian
Wendy
Allison
Gillian
Vonnie
Nick
Chuck
Wendy
Wendy

NicMike
Nick
Nick
BenBen

Kris
Vonnie
Paul
Cinde
Nic
Nic

Mike
Brody
Jody
Jody
Jody

Kris
Brad
Mike
Mike
Cole

Sherri
Brody
Nick
Tina
Vonnie
Vonnie

Chuck

Wishing you a
blessed Christmas

Cinde
Chuck
Jim
&
Jackie
Ben
Cinde
Allison
Allison
Chuck
ChuckMay

Paul
Brad
Cinde
Sherri
NickNick

Jody
Cinde
Cinde

century21northlandrealty.com

Paul

Sherri
Jody

Paul
Mike
Sherri
Sherri

Jody
Kris
Paul
Paul

Brody
Wendy
KrisKris
Kris

Allison

Chuck

Vonnie

Nick

Cinde

the miracle of this season bring you
joy and hope.

507.238.4796

Sherri

Nic

Wendy

Brad
Allison
Brody
Brody
Allison

Chuck
Brad
Brad

Mike

Scott C Fuhrman
®
RHU
FIC
Kris, FICF, Brody
Financial Advisor
301 Downtown Plz
Fairmont, MN 56031
507-235-9877

Brad

28409 R8-21
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To all our loyal
customers & friends
DAN FITZGERALD

1007 E 10th St., Fairmont, MN
(507) 236-2013
dan.fitz@remax.net

moC gnivoM dlaregztiF

May Your Christmas
Be Bright With Life’s
Greatest Blessings

Dan The Company
Fitzgerald Moving

791 ecniS -”syoB nwotemoH lanigirO ehT“

Original Hometown
1975● Health ● Medicare Health Plans
Muv’n Boys”Man SinceLife
Fitzgerald Moving“The
Company

& desneciL ylluF • noitacoleR ecnatsiD gnoL & lacoL

!llamS ooT rO giB ooT boJ oN

“The Original Hometown Boys”- Since 1975

Local & Long Distance Relocation • Fully Licensed & Insured

Local & Long Distance Relocation • Fully Licensed & Insured

No Job
n’vuM ehT naD !yadot etouq a rof lla
C
No Job Too Big Or Too Small!

Merry Christmas!

3102-632 )705(
moc.gnivomztif@nad

Too Big Or Too Small!

Call for a quote today! Dan
The for
Muv’n
Call
a Man!
quote

(507) 236-2013
dan@fitzmoving.com
117071# NM

MN #170711

MN #170711

816 E.
Blue
today! Dan The Muv’n
Man!

Wishing
you all the
best during
the Holiday
Season! We
look forward
to serving
you in the
New Year!

Earth Ave., Ste 3

(507) 236-2013
Fairmont, MN 56031
dan@fitzmoving.com Dave@BairIns.com
U.S. Dot #972799

U.S. Dot #972799

License #56585

P: 507.238.2126
800.324.8219
C: 507.236.1969

Helping Make Good Choices Since 1992

John Korsmo, Agent

403 S. State Street
Fairmont, MN • 507-235-3397

ave a Smooth-Riding Season Full of Fun
& Merriment during your Christmas Travel!
Merry Christmas & Happy New Year
from your friends at
Richard’s Auto Repair & Towing

Jack
Jack
Jeanne
Jeanne

Krista
Krista
Ben
Ben

Thanks to all our customers
and friends who have made
our year so special.
We appreciate your loyalty
and wish you a
happy holiday season.
The Doolittle Family & Staff

The Area’s Leader in Flooring and Decorating Since 1960

1225 Hwy. 15 S., Fairmont, MN

507-238-1155

Hours: Mon 8:30am
- 7:00pm
| Tuesa.m.-7
- Thurs p.m.
8:30am - 5:30pm
Hours:
Mon., 8:30
Fri 8:30am
- 5:00pm | Sat
9:00am
- 3:00pm
Tues.-Fri.,
8:30 a.m.-5:30
p.m.;
Sat.,
9 a.m.-3 p.m.

www.doolittlescarpetpaints.com

From Our Culligan Family to Yours

Closed Christmas Eve
Day, Christmas Day,
New Year’s Eve Day &
New Year’s Day

AUTO REPAIR
& TOWING

410 E. Blue Earth Ave. • Fairmont 507-235-5800

�eace on Earth

We will be closed Christmas Eve,
Christmas Day, New Year’s Eve &
New Year’s Day so our employees can
enjoy the holidays with family.

� est wishes for a

wonderful holiday season and a
new year filled with peace and happiness.

LOCATIONS IN FAIRMONT AND JACKSON

1030 North State Street, Fairmont, MN 56031 | 212 2nd Street, Jackson, MN 56143
www.culliganmn.com • (507) 238-4451

and Crematory

“Caring For Our Community”
205 Albion Avenue
Fairmont | (507) 238-2215
www.lakeviewfuneralhome.net
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This Week’s Martin County

REAL ESTATE TRANSFERS
brought to you by

330 South
Central Avenue
Truman, MN

507.776.5221
See us for Individual & Business
Tax Planning & Preparations
Services Built & Designed to meet your tax needs!

WARRANTY DEEDS
Curtis Shotliff, Katelyn Shotliff to Casey J. Cain, Shawn R.
Putney, Lot 5, Bock 2, 4th Ext. Belle Vue Heights, Lot 1,
Block 1, Wilsons Addn.
Keith A. Frick, Patrice M. Frick, Patrice M. Malmgren to
Tammy J. Gregory, Tom S. Gregory, Pt. NW¼, 19-103-33
QUIT CLAIM DEEDS
Eugene E. Gronseth, Sandra K. Gronseth to Janice M.
Gronseth, Trustee, Ronnie L. Gronseth, Trustee, Ronnie
L. Gronseth Living Trust, Und. 1/3 Int. Pt. NW¼, 2-10329, Pt. Und. ½ Int. E½E½NW¼, 34-104-29, Und. ½ Int.
E½NW¼, Und. ½ Int. NW¼SW¼, 27-104-29
Carlee Jo Miller, Thomas E. Miller to Carlee Jo Miller,
Thomas E. Miller, Lot 1, Block 1, Morgans Addn., Sherburn
Lori Kettner, Terry Kettner to Stacy Burda, Matthew
Kettner, Pt. NW¼, 20-104-31, Pt. S½NE¼, 19-104-31, Pt.
SW¼NW¼, 20-104-31
Tony D. Weiss to MGI Properties LLC, S.3’ Lot 16, Lot 17,

Notice to the Public
PRIVATE PROPERTY OWNERS
SNOW DEPOSITED ON ROADWAYS
LIABILITY

CITY OF FAIRMONT
NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING
Notice is hereby given that the Fairmont Board of Zoning Appeals will meet at the City Council Chambers, 100
Downtown Plaza, Fairmont, MN 56031 at 4:30 p.m. on
Tuesday, January 4, 2022 to conduct a Public Hearing to
review the following item:
Keri Blomster & Dan Hilgendorf
445 Kings Rd (Parcel ID 23.157.0080)
Front yard setback variance 17 feet in lieu of 20 feet
Members of the public wishing to provide public comment
may attend the meeting. Written comments can also be
submitted to City of Fairmont, attention Patricia Monsen,
100 Downtown Plaza, Fairmont, MN 56031.
Questions about the proposal can be directed to Peter
Bode, Planner/Code Enforcement Technician at pbode@
fairmont.org or 507-238-3940.
Patricia Monsen
City Clerk

Snow dumped, plowed, blown, or shoveled onto a public
road can create a hazard for motorists and snow plows.
This includes snow removed from a private drive that
ends up on the roadway. Compacted snow can become
very difficult to remove, causing slippery spots. Snow
plows can also be forced into the opposite driving lane
when hitting compacted frozen snow deposited on
roadways. Depositing snow onto a public road can be
punishable as a misdemeanor (Minn. Stat. 169.42 and
160.2715). Furthermore, the person responsible for
depositing snow onto the roadway may also be liable in a
civil action lawsuit if damages or injuries occur as a result
of that action.
Your understanding of and cooperation with the County
snow plow operators is appreciated, as is your concern for
your own, and your neighbors’ safety.
Kevin Peyman, P.E.
Martin County Engineer

Published in the Fairmont Photo Press December 22, 2021

FILING NOTICE

Affidavits Of Candidacy

Radiologic Technologist
Windom Area Health is seeking a Radiologic Technologist (RT) in our imaging
department to perform exams including x-ray, CT, mammography, DEXA, and
fluoroscopy. Must be ARRT registered or registry eligible. Up to 20-32 hours a week
depending on qualifications. Shifts include days/weekends, and rotating call
on weekends, holidays and nights (typically every 4th weekend). Benefit eligible
including health, vision, flex, PTO/SICK, PERA/retirement, and more!

Medical Lab Technician/Technologist
Windom Area Health is seeking a Medical Lab Technician/Technologist to join
our growing team. This position will provide superior patient care, collect and
process samples, perform analytical testing, and support quality assurance efforts in the
lab. MLT/MT (ASCP) or equivalent required. Experience is preferred. Must be able to
take call shifts and work rotating weekends/holidays. This position is 34 hours every
week and is eligible for medical and retirement benefits.

Registered Nurse (RN)
Windom Area Health has an opening for a .8 FTE Registered Nurse, who
will provide patient care to our inpatient, OB, and ER departments. Experience
preferred, but will train qualified applicants. Position includes working 12-hour
shifts every third weekend and holiday, as well as 8-hour weekday rotating shifts.
Options for all 12-hour shifts may be available.

Human Resources/Payroll Coordinator
Windom Area Health seeks a full time Human Resources/Payroll Coordinator.
Primary responsibilities include preparing and processing payroll and coordinating
benefits. This position is the main contact for managers and employees related
to payroll, timecard, and benefit questions. Creates regular and ad hoc reports
for both HR and accounting purposes. An associates degree in business, HR, or
related field required, bachelors degree preferred. At least 1+ year experience in
payroll and HR functions is required. Candidates must have professional tact and
customer service skills, be extremely detail oriented, along with having advanced
excel skills.
Applications are available at the front
desk of the hospital or online at:

TENHASSEN
TOWNSHIP
Affidavits of Candidacy
may be filed with the
Clerk at her home:
429 180th Ave
Ceylon, MN 56121
Between 1:00 - 5:00 p.m.
from December 28, 2021
thru January 11, 2022
For the following:

ONE SUPERVISOR - 3 Year Term
ONE CLERK - 2 Year Term

Brittney Johnson, Clerk

TENHASSEN TOWNSHIP

PUBLIC WORKS
CITY OF WELCOME
Welcome is accepting
applications for the position of

FULL TIME
Public Works
Worker

Will perform various types of
manual labor and operate light
or heavy equipment in the
maintenance of the city.
Requires: High School
Diploma/GED.

www.windomareahealth.org

Application Deadline:
Monday, December 20,2021

Human Resources
Windom Area Health
P.O. Box 339
Windom, MN 56101
employment@
windomareahealth.org
EOE

Application materials
available at:
Welcome City Hall
102 Dugan Street South
PO Box 72
Welcome, MN 56181
Phone (507)728-8740
Fax (507) 728-8760
EQUAL OPPORTUNITY EMPLOYER

18, Block 2, Original Plat Sherburn
David R. Pederson, Nancy J. Pederson to Douglas Pederson, Pt. SW¼SW¼, Pt. SW¼SW¼, Pt. SW¼SW¼, 9-10230
TRUSTEE DEEDS
David Ziemer, Ziemer Family Protection Trust to Ronald
Smythe, Lots 2 and 3, Block 8, Original Plat of Dunnell
Janice M. Gronseth, Ronnie L. Gronseth, Ronnie L. Gronseth Living Trust to Eugene E. Gronseth,
N½NE¼SE¼, Pt. SE¼, 23-104-29,Pt. SE¼ 27-104-29
Gary Armbrust, Janet Volkenant, Myrtle D. Armbrust Irrevocable Trust to David A. Holt, Pt. S½SW¼, 6-102-33

NOTICE

To The Voters Of

FAIRMONT TOWNSHIP

Filing for the following office
to be elected at the 2022
Annual Election will open
Tuesday, December 28, 2021.

Supervisor - 3 Year Term
Treasurer - 2 Year Term

Affidavits of Candidacy may
befiled with the clerk at:
1113 250th Ave.
Fairmont, MN 56031
Filing will close on Tuesday,
January 11, 2022 at 5:00 p.m.
Published by Order of The

FAIRMONT TOWNSHIP
BOARD OF SUPERVISORS
Angie Dietz, Clerk

FILING NOTICE

Affidavits of Candidacy

LAKE BELT
TOWNSHIP

Filing for the offices to be
elected at the 2022 Annual
Election will open Tuesday,
December 28, 2021 for:
One Supervisor - 3 Year Term
One Clerk - 2 Year Term
Affidavits of Candidacy
may be filed with the Clerk at:
413 80th Ave
Dunnell, MN 56127
Filing Fee is $2.00
Filings will close Tuesday,
January 11, 2022 at 5 p.m.
Published by Order of the

LAKE BELT TOWNSHIP
BOARD OF SUPERVISORS

Angie Leiding, Clerk

FILING NOTICE
Affidavits Of Candidacy

CENTER CREEK
TOWNSHIP

Affidavits of Candidacy
may be filed with the
Clerk at her home:
2849 150th Street
Granada, MN
Between 1:00 - 5:00 p.m.
from December 28, 2021
through January 11, 2022
For the following:
One Supervisor - 3 Year Term
One Clerk - 2 Year Term
Filing Fee: $2.00

Kim Shoemaker, Clerk
CENTER CREEK TOWNSHIP

FILING NOTICE

Affidavits Of Candidacy

ROLLING GREEN
TOWNSHIP
Filing for the offices to be
elected at the 2022 Annual
Election will open
From Tuesday, December
28, 2021- January 11, 2022
One Supervisor - 3 year term
One Clerk - 2 year term
Affidavits of Candidacy may
be filed with the Clerk at:
1544 90th Street
Fairmont, MN 56031
Filing fee is $2.00.

Published by order of the
ROLLING GREEN TOWNSHIP
BOARD OF SUPERVISORS
Dan Bebernes, Clerk

NOTICE

To The Voters of
PLEASANT PRAIRIE
TOWNSHIP
Filings will open for a two week
period on Tuesday, December
28, 2021, and Affidavits of
Candidacy may be made in
person with the town clerk for
the following offices:
Supervisor - 3 Years
Clerk - 2 Years
Filings will close on Tuesday,
January 11, 2022 at 5:00 p.m.
Filing fee is $2.00. Offices to be
filled at the March Annual Election.
Published by order of

Pleasant Prairie
Town Board
Jody Saxton
1207 290th Ave.
Granada, MN 56039
(507) 236-5677

NOTICE

To The Voters of

NASHVILLE TOWNSHIP

Filing for the following offices
to be elected at the 2022
Annual Meeting will be open
Tuesday, December 28, 2021

One Supervisor - 3 yr term
One Clerk - 2 yr term
Filing will close on Tuesday,
January 11, 2022
Affidavits of Candidacy may be
filed with the clerk at her office at
110 E Ciro St, Truman

between 1:00 p.m. - 5:00 p.m.
filing fee is $2.00
Published by Order of the

NASHVILLE TOWNSHIP
BOARD OF SUPERVISORS
Mary Tomlinson, Clerk

Nancy Jo’s Catering
will be closing

December 30, 2021
Thank you for all who
have supported me!!
Sincerely,
Nancy Jo Garrison

WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 22, 2021
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Ask Mayo Clinic Health System:
Mental health and the holidays
Q: Many people suffer
from seasonal depression, which can cause
seasonal mood fluctuations during the holiday
season. How can people
know if they are experiencing actual clinical
depression or perhaps
just feeling down or anxious about the holidays?
And what can they do
about it?
A: Seasonal affective
disorder (SAD) is a type
of depression that typically occurs during the
fall and winter months. It
is associated with shorter
days and less exposure to
natural light. The common symptoms are mood
swings, changes in sleep
patterns, lack of energy,
lack of interest in normal
activities and withdrawal
from people.
SAD is thought to be
linked to various hormones and chemical
fluctuations,
including

melatonin and serotonin.
Melatonin is a hormone
produced in the brain that
helps regulate other hormones, and serotonin is a
neurotransmitter associated with mood. Changes
in the season can disrupt
the balance of these levels, which may affect both
sleep and mood.
"Also, when it's cold
and dark this time of year,
people stay indoors more
often, and increased isolation can contribute to
feelings of sadness and
depression," says Lisa
Hardesty, Ph.D., Mayo
Clinic Health System psychologist.
What are some ways
to cope when SAD sets
in? Some of the best ways
to prevent or improve
a depressed mood are
straightforward, and you
can start today.

box that can be ordered
with a prescription or by
getting out in the natural
light more often during
the daytime hours.
• Eat a well
balanced diet.
If you are not eating a
nutritious diet, you are
missing out on nutrients
that promote a positive
state of being. Specifically, consume foods such as
fruits, vegetables, whole
grains and nuts. You may
crave sugars and quick
carbohydrates, but those
food choices actually can
worsen your mood and
create a vicious cycle.
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When your sleep is disrupted, it can affect your
mood and overall cognitive function. Regulating
sleep is one of the most
important treatments for
SAD.
• Make time to interact
with friends and loved
ones.
They supply a strong
support system, which
can help you deal with
emotional difficulties.

•Consider doing something for someone else.
Volunteering, donating
to charity and performing
random acts of kindness "If your feelings interfere ties that serve the health
can be very rewarding with your everyday life, if care needs of people in
• Exercise moderately
and is an effective way to you don’t enjoy activities Iowa, Minnesota and Wison a regular basis.
add a spark back into your that you once did, and es- consin. The communityExercise is the best life.
pecially if you are having based providers, paired
medicine for treating
"These are great ways thoughts about suicide, with the resources and exmood changes, and you to help yourself, but we see your health care pro- pertise of Mayo Clinic, enmay even notice changes also want to encourage vider right away for help." able patients in the region
within a week or two of co you to see a doctor if you
Mayo Clinic Health to receive highest-qualhave persistent feelings System consists of clinics, ity physical and virtual
• Bring in more light.
of sadness or hopeless- hospitals and other facili- health care close to home.
This can be accom- • Get enough quality
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Naturally
By Al Batt

B

irds connect us
to nature and
to the world. I
watched chickens on a
warm December day before the tornado. They
were outside feeding at
a buffet of things on the
ground. During my salad
days, I heard the story of
a chicken surviving a tornado after being stripped
of its feathers. “Plucked
clean,” I’d be told. I suspect that chicken might
have been found alive after losing many feathers
due to a fright or stress
molt. Chickens are native to the tropical jungles
of Southeast Asia and
our domestic chickens
descended from the red
junglefowl. The chicken is
the world’s most numerous bird.

Winter brings increased reports from
readers and listeners of
wild turkeys in backyards.
After the tornado
passed, crows were vocal. Perhaps they’d found
surviving the brutal December storm caws for
celebration. I’m sure they
had reason for the noise
as crows didn’t make it to
where they are today by
being stupid.
Q&A
“How many kinds of
mice are there in Minnesota?” Species include the house mouse,
meadow jumping mouse,
woodland
jumping
mouse, western harvest mouse, deer mouse
(two subspecies: prairie
deer mouse and woodland deer mouse) whitefooted mouse, northern
grasshopper
mouse,
plains pocket mouse and
the largest member of the
mouse family—no not the
moose—it’s the Norway
rat. I’m probably wrong,
but I believe there had
been a corduroy mouse.
It went extinct because it
was too easy for owls to
hear them. Synanthropy
refers to undomesticated
species living near and
benefiting from human
beings.
Synanthropes
of the mouse world in-

Coop’s have hackles on
the back of their heads
and sharpies don’t. Many
field guides mention the
square tail of a sharpie
versus the rounded tail
of a Cooper’s. I haven’t
found that a reliable ID
mark, but if you can see
the back of a sharpie, notice a cleft in the middle
of a squared tail with a

eyed look. A Coop’s eyes
are nearer to the front of
its head. Misidentifying
a bird is but a minor blip
in your otherwise exemplary behavior. The hawks
know which species they
are. If you’re not sure,
call it an accipiter species, a shooper’s hawk or
a shoop’s.
The weekly tip
If you buy binoculars
for someone, make sure
they come with a gift receipt. Binoculars need
to fit the user. Expensive
binoculars offer rugclude house mouse, deer be unable to
gedness, craftsmanship,
mouse,
white-footed discern which
brightness, glass quality
mouse and rat. They species is visitand make someone look
enjoy playing hide and ing. Don’t fret,
cool, but many lowersqueak in our homes.
that confounds
priced models do the job.
“How do I tell a Coo- experts. GenerAny decent binoculars
per’s hawk from a sharp- ally, the Cooare better than no binshinned hawk?” There are per’s is larger,
many factors to consider, but you won’t see the two thin white tip. Coop’s oculars.
Thanks for stopping by
but it can be difficult. It’s species perched together don’t have that cleft and
“I’d rather see a serlike looking at an elemen- on a branch. Females are usually have more white
tary school yearbook larger than males, with a on the tip, but wear mon than hear one any
and using it to identify sharpie male being the changes that. In adult day; I’d rather one should
attendees at a 50th class size of a blue jay and the birds, a Coop’s has a dark walk with me than merereunion. You need to look female Coop’s approxi- gray cap with a pale nape. ly tell the way.”-Edgar
long and hard at distin- mating the size of a crow. A sharpie has a hooded Guest.
“What is Christmas? It
guishing characteristics. Identification depends appearance with no sepAs are most things in life, upon a combination of aration of color between is tenderness for the past,
it’s complicated. Both things: tail, the position the back of the head and courage for the present,
hawks hunt bird feed- of eyes, breast and belly neck. In flight, a Coop’s hope for the future. It is a
ers and they aren’t there streaking, thickness of has a larger head project- wish that every cup may
for the seeds. They chase the legs, nape color, head ing far beyond the wings overflow with blessings
birds like a feathered shape, eyebrows, favorite compared to a sharpie’s rich and eternal, and that
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Want to promote real inclusion for people of
all abilities?
Phone/ Fax __________
_
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to
get
paid
to
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fun
events?
Cash/ Check
at its Ethanol Plant located in Welcome, MN
Want to help others learn how to live more
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for the following positions:

lssu

ACCOUNTING ASSOCIATE
INSTRUMENTATION & ELECTRICIAN TECHNICIAN*
PROCESS OPERATOR*
SHIPPING & RECEIVING OPERATOR*
QA/QC LAB TECHNICIAN PART-TIME

Want to develop creative solutions to various challenges?
· · These requests cannot b
Want to work on a team where your unique talents are respected?

0 TF O EOW O Other-------

; , .· unless its tor the· fro

Community Options & Resources (COR) is a private nonprofit organization
that supports people living with disabilities. Starting with a local family’s
vision for their son’s future, COR has been an industry leader in quality
residential services since 1975.

COR offers competitive compensation packages, predictable scheduling, and
experienced leadership. We are looking for dependable team members who
want to make a difference in the lives of others.
Qualifications include valid driver’s license and background study clearance.
Apply now at www.cormn.com or call 507.764.4612, x5.
EEO/AA

*SIGN-ON BONUS INCLUDED
EXPERIENCE VALERO’S EXCEPTIONAL BENEFITS!
• Competitive Pay • Comprehensive Benefits start day 1
• 7% 401(k) Employer Match • Discretionary Employer Contribution • Discretionary
Annual Bonus • Paid Vacation & Holidays • Company-Supplied Uniforms

Qualified applicants should apply to:

www.valero.com/careers
Valero Renewables is the ethanol segment of Valero Energy, which is
ranked in the Fortune 500 and a six-time Civic 50 winner of America’s most
community-minded companies. Valero is the first traditional
refinery to enter large-scale ethanol production.

SEED AND CHEMICAL
PRE-PAY SALE
DEC. 13TH TO JAN. 5TH

LOW PRICES TO GOOD TO BE TRUE!!!
•ORDER YOUR SEED BEFORE CASH DISCOUNTS EXPIRE!
•BUY NOW! CHEMICAL PRICES WILL NOT GET ANY LOWER!
•FINANCING PROGRAMS AVAILABLE THROUGH JOHN DEERE
•QUALITY PRODUCTS AND BEST SERVICE AROUND!!!
1025 Fairview Ave., Fairmont, MN 56031 •507-235-3422
Store Hours: Mon. thru Fri., 8:00 am - 5:00 pm

EO/AA Employer including W/M/Disability/Vets/Sexual Orientation and Gender Identity

WE WILL BE CLOSED CHRISTMAS EVE • FRIDAY, DECEMBER 24

Classifieds
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10 Apartments
For Rent
KRUEGER REALTY: one or
two bedrooms, some with
heat provided. Garbage,
water, on-site laundry.
EHO. Call Krueger Realty at
507-235-9060.
51-tfn-10

is delivered
weekly to
11,900
households
and businesses
by your local
Postal Service

w Merry

Christmas

UPCOMING AUCTIONS

PHOTO PRESS

NEWS POLICIES
The Photo Press, with its “Only Good
News” policy, reserves the right to edit or
shorten any news articles submitted for
publication, including obituaries. We will
not publish any letters to the editor that are
political or religious-themed in nature. We
will be happy to put them in ad form for a
charge, should you still want to have your
items published.
Also please understand that the advertising is what brings the Photo Press free to
you each week, therefore paid advertising is
given first priority, then time-sensitive articles such as benefits, birthdays and anniversaries, etc., then other material depending
on its content.
For more information, contact Sandy at
sandy@fairmontphotopress.com

Tuesday, December 28, 2021 @ 10:00 a.m.- WEINZETL, HARDEN &
OHLRICH-62.43 Acres +/- in Section 26 of Minneota Twp., Jackson
Co., MN. Auction to be held at the Jackson American Legion Hall
at 411 First Street, Jackson, MN. Hartung, Kahlers & Associates
SATURDAY, JANUARY 15, 2022 @ 9:15 A.M. - MARTIN LUTHER
HIGH SCHOOL - NORTHROP ANNUAL CONSIGNMENT ANTIQUE &
COLLECTABLE AUCTION: For proper advertisement ahead of auction contact Marge Thiesse at 507-436-5249 for sale bills and
internet advertising.
WEEKLY EQUIPMENT SALES ONLINE AT:
WWW.AUCTIONEERALLEYLIVE.COM

For upcoming auction flyers:
auctioneeralley.com

• Allen Kahler, 841-3466
• Ryan Kahler, 764-4440
• Kevin Kahler, 235-5014
• Doug Wedel, 236-4255

105 South State Street, Fairmont, MN
(507) 238-4318

or for paid ads, ads@fairmontphotopress.com

WINTERIZING

Paint & Painting Supplies

Boats, Pontoons
and Personal
Watercraft
The Boat House

FAIRMONT, MN
1300 NORTH STATE ST.

Custom
Window Blinds

FREE Cordless Upgrade on
select window coverings!
(effective 10/1-12/31/2021)
Call Paula today for details and to
schedule an in-home consultation!

507-236-4951
I look forward to helping you
ﬁnd the perfect view!

903 Lake Avenue

Count on it.

Fairmont, MN

507-235-6931

Veterans
Linkage Line
1-888-LinkVet

(546-5838)

Martin County
Veterans Services:

POOLEY’S
SCRAP
IRON

238-1393

620 N. Main
Fairmont, MN
(507) 238-4391

www.olsonrental.com

Sherburn, MN
507-764-2680

507-238-3220

See us for all types of

914 North State Street
Fairmont, MN

• Dirt & Rock Hauling
• Basement Work • Dozer Work
• Tree & Grove Removal

Do you know your benefits?
Let us serve you.

Small Engine Service & Repair
Pick-Up and
Delivery (Fairmont Area)

Licensed
Septic System
Install and
Design

your link to experts

minnesotaveteran.org |

RECYCLE
ALUMINUM
CANS HERE

FREE
ESTIMATES

HOURS:
Monday-Friday
7:30 a.m.-12 noon
& 1-4:30 p.m.
Closed Saturday

Office: (515) 885-2319

ConcreteContractor

•driveways & patios •colored/stained concrete
•floors & footings
•stamped concrete
•ICF walls
•concrete resurfacing
Concrete done right. Free Estimates. Call us today.

Greg: 507-236-2816

COMMERCIAL
Dean: 507-238-1400 SNOW REMOVAL
775 190th Avenue Fairmont, MN 56031

Free Estimates • Licensed
Insured • Locally Owned

1-800-658-2501 or (507) 776-5201
A Division of Tennyson Construction • Truman, MN • Ctr. Lic. #740801

Redi Haul

Sales & Service

D.O.T. Certified Inspection Station

Qualified Technicians:
Repair All Brands of Trailers.
Trailer Parts & Repair
• Wheel Bearings Packed
1205 N. Dewey St. • Brake Parts & Repair
Fairmont, MN 56031 • Lights & Wiring
Ph. 507-238-4231 • Couplers & Balls
www.redihaul.com • Trailer Hitches Installed

Insured and Free Estimates
SCOTT • 507-236-3951 • 507-764-4879
Office: 311 Delana Street, Sherburn, MN
Still serving the area after 30 years.
Arborist by trade.

of Fairmont, MN - LLC

507-399-9413
507-235-3994

Cell: (515) 341-3001
rodb@redpowerteam.com
www.redpowerteam.com

Don Ditzler - Owner
825 N. Main Street
Fairmont, MN 56031

Diamond Eye Detailing
2090 135th St. Fairmont, MN

(507) 235-3765 • (507) 236-0713
cvosschemdry@gmail.com
Fairmont, MN
Services Include:
Carpet & Furniture • Tile Floors
• Fire & Smoke Cleanup
• Entrance Rugs • Janitorial Service
The experts in residential
and commercial cleaning.
27 years in service!

Farmland
Tree Service
WE SOLVE BASEMENT PROBLEMS!

206 E. 3rd St. | Fairmont, MN
(507)
235-9418
(507) 235-9418

ROD BIERLE

Construction

• Tree Trimming & Removal
• New & Old Grove Trimming
• Stump Removal & Cleanup
• Lake Bank Trimming • Gutter Cleaning

206 E. 3rd St. | Fairmont, MN

MIDWEST
SEAMLESS
BANCROFT IMPLEMENT
GUTTERS
312 W Ramsey St | Bancroft, IA

Grotte

Systems work in finished or unfinished basements

• Dustyn Hartung 236-7629
• Leah Hartung 236-8786
• Chris Kahler, 230-6006
• Dar Hall, 327-0535

• Auto Detailing
• Marine Detailing
• Window Tinting
• Ozone Treatments
• Paint Correction
• Ceramic Coatings

507-848-6174
RENT

PARSONAGE!

We’re the perfect place
to host your gathering.
Get your mind off your gutters.

Brett Meyeraan owner

507.766.3910

∙ Receptions
∙ Reunions
∙ Meetings
∙ Parties
∙ & More
Call Martin County Historical
Society’s Pioneer Museum
for details: 507-235-5178

Fairmont, MN | Brett@BahaGutter.com | BahaGutter.com

Gene’s Cleaners

is moving to Fairmont True Value
beginning Jan 2nd, 2022
Pick Up/Drop Off 7 Days a Week
M-F 7am-7pm
Sat 8am-6pm
Sun 9am-5pm

Allan Eppens

FULL SERVICE PAINTING

507-235-6007
or
507-236-0066
Fairmont

MARKET
PLACE

THE
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P R O M O T E
S E L L
A D V E R T I S E

16

$

COST PER
WEEK IS ONLY:

STOP
IN
TODAY!
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FIVE HOLE STOP – Goalie Carson Johnson
makes a save on Marshall’s Chase Mellenthin’s
shot as Card teammate Lucas Flohrs trails the play.
Marshall downed the Cards 7-1 last Thursday night.
The Cards (2-5-0) edged Windom 6-5 in overtime
Monday night. Nate Rakness scored the OT winner.
Courtesy fairmontsports.com

LANE TIE UP – Cards Cassidy Schultz and St.
James’ Jacey Swanson scramble after a loose ball.
The Cards downed the Saints 56-27 last Friday
night. Courtesy fairmontsports.com

DOUBLE BLOCK – Cards #1 David Maakestad
and Levi Pooley attempt to block the Saints Hayden
Jones’ shot. St. James got by the Cards 68-58 last
Friday Night. Courtesy fairmontsports.com

TWO GRAND – Goalie
Hadley Artz notched
her 2,000th save in the
Cards 3-1 loss at Marshall
last
Thursday
night. Artz, a junior, had
30 saves in the game.
Alexis Newville scored
the Cards goal. The
Cards (4-6-1) downed
Windom 4-2 in Windom
Monday night. Goals by
Mackenzie Householder,
Brooklyn Murphy, Karissa Newville and Abi
Sundeen. Submitted photo

DANCE, DANCE, DANCE
– The Cardinals
Dance team performed during halftime of the Card MAGIC DRAGON – Fairmont Cardinals Claire
boy’s basketball game vs St. James. Courtesy fair- Nemmers signed a national letter of intent to continue her athletic/academics for the Minnesota State
montsports.com
University Moorehead Dragons’ tennis team. Also
pictured parents Troy and Wendy, sisters Meredith,
kato/Litchfield 138.5; 4. Red London-Spicer 60.0; 20. Sauk back left, and Audrey and Courtesy fairmontsports.
121; 5. TMB/Westbrook- Rapids-Rice 58.0; 21. Canby com
The Red Bulls cap- Max Olson, 220-pound Bulls
Walnut Grove 115.5; 6. Sib- 55.0; 22. Maple Grove 52.5; 23.

Red Bull 4th at River Riot
tured 4th place in the
34-team Redwood River Riot Invitational
last Friday and Saturday in Redwood Falls.
Red
Bulls
Jesse
Potts, 132-pound took
first. Kain Sanders,
145-pound, took 2nd.

took
2nd.
Carver
Rohman,
160-pound,
took 4th. Rylan Cutler,
120-pound, took fifth.
Team Standings

1. Atwater-Cosmos-Grove
City 162.5; 2. Dawson-Boyd/
Lac qui Parle/Montevideo
United 144.5; 3. Dassel-Co-

BISONS SIGNEE – Fairmont Cardinals Hudson
Artz signed a national letter of intent to be a “Preferred Walk On” for the North Dakota State University Bisons’ football team in Fargo. Hudson’s father
Kelly, left, also played for the Bison. Also pictured
l to r: brother Hank, sister Harper, mother Sherri,
sister Hadley and brother Hogan. Photo courtesy
Sherri Artz

ley East 112; 7. Morris Area/
Hancock/Chokio-Alberta
107.5; 8. Holdingford 106;
9. St. Peter 104.5; 10. Maple
River/USC 104; 11. Marshall
98.5; 12. Rocori 95; 12. Kerkhoven-Murdock-Sunburg 91;
13. Sartell-St. Stephen 89.5;
15. BEA 80.5 16. New Ulm
79.0; 17. Worthington 71.0;
18. NRHEG 62.0; 19 New

Redwood Valley 42.5; 23. Windom-Mountain Lake 42.5; 25.
Mankato West 40.5; 26. Red
Rock Central 32.0; 27. BOLD
29.5; 28. Adrian Area 25.0; 29.
Wabasso 16.5; 30. Fulda-Murray Cty Central 14.0; 31. Luverne 10.0; 32. St. James Area
6.0; 33. LeSueur-Henderson
4.0; 34. Madelia-TrumanMartin Luther Jayhawks 0.0

GOPHER WALK ON – Fairmont Cardinals Zach
Jorgensen signed a national letter of intent to be a
“Preferred Walk On” for the University of Minnesota Golden Gopher football team. Also pictured with
Zach are parents Mark and Jen and sister Natalie.
Photo courtesy Jen Jorgensen

Fairmont Hockey

Fairmont Squirt B
4,
Marshall White 1. Scoring
for Fairmont Ryder Thate
assisted by Hogan Artz,
Halyn Haycraft assisted by
Hogan Artz. 20 saves for
goalie Van Kollofski.
Fairmont Squirt B 5,
New Ulm/Sleepy Eye 2.
Scoring for Fairmont Ryder
Thate, Van Kollofski assisted by Hogan Artz, Kaleb
Kennedy assisted by Van
Kollofski. Bennett Draper,
Kane Wohlhuter, 5 saves by
goalie Blakeley Scholl.
The Carlson Dental batam hockey team had 2
district games this past
weekend. On Saturday the
Bantams traveled to Marshall and defeated the Tigers 11-3. Scoring for Fairmont was Eric Determan
with 5 goals and assists
coming from Barret Scholl,
Klay Beemer, Tyler Kurt
and Caleb Meyer. Gavin
Kester had 4 goals with 2
assists coming from Eric
Determan and 1 from Klay

Beemer. Caleb Meyer had
2 unassisted goals in the
3rd period. Goalie Brandon
Hector had 23 saves.
On Sunday the Bantams
hosted Worthington and
lost 5-2. Defensemen Klay
Beemer and Tyler Kurt each
had unassisted goals. Goalie Brandon Hector had 31
saves. January 2 the Bantams resume district games
and will travel to Sleepy Eye

Fairmont Basketball

Fairmont 8th grade Red
traveling team won 1st place
at the Mankato basketball
tournament Saturday, December 18th. Fairmont won
game one 50-10 vs Austin.
Logan Junkermeier 11 pts
and Ty Tumbleson 10 pts.
Fairmont won game two
51-28 vs Mankato West. Logan J 14 pts and Nolan Anderson 11 pts. Fairmont won
game three 60-15 vs Albert
Lea. Joe Long 14 pts and
Merritt Pomerenke 12 pts.

Jackson County Central defeats Martin County Area Magic 133.45-127.0

SITT’N PRETTY – Above, Martin County Area Magic’s Anna UterNO HANDS FLIP – Martin County Area Magic’s marck poses on her beam routine. FLYING DISMOUNT – Martin
Ellie Schultze captured first on the beam. Photos County Area Magic’s Ellie Hernes placed second on the bars vs Jackson
County Central last Saturday in Fairmont.
courtesy fairmontsports.com

LANDING CELEBRATION
– Martin County Area Magic’s
Anna Bachenberg and coach
Annie Post, in background, celebrate Bachenberg’s landing on
her floor routine.

2016 RAM 2500
MEGA CAB

2020 FORD EDGE SEL

2016 CHEVY MALIBU
PREMIER

2017 ALFA ROMEO
GULIA AWD

78760

--------------- $45,995

--------------- $30,747

a lot of car for $26,795

Only 6000 miles!
LIMITED

2015leather,
FORD
ESCAPE
SE
Heated
sunroof,
75000 miles,
nav, rear camera
$

Great color and options only 7700 miles! Only 6000 miles!

Longhorn trim, Cummins diesel, heated leather
sunroof, 5th wheel/gooseneck prep, ltd slip diff

T2098A
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T2088A

trim, Cummins diesel,MINNESOTA
heated leather
Great color and options only 7700 miles!
PHOTO PRESS |Longhorn
FAIRMONT,
sunroof, 5th wheel/gooseneck prep, ltd slip diff

HAVE FUN SOLVING
THIS WORD SEARCH!

--------------- 45,995

--------------- 30,747

2014 JEEP CHEROKEE
LIMITED

2015 FORD ESCAPE SE

$

$

2014 JEEP CHEROKEE78760

a lot of car for

2002 JEEP LIBERTY
LIMITED

WIN A GIFT
R
O
F
E
T
A
C
I
F
I
T
R
E
THE WINNER OF THE “HOLIDAY GOODIES” C
NGE
PUZZLE AND A $25 GIFT CERTIFICATE FROM AN OIL CHA
--------------- 14,995
$

T2155A

2015 DODGE DURANGO
LIMITED

2002 JEEP LIBERTYT2028A
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Only 8700 LIMITED
miles!, great reliability and
economy

only

--------------- $14,995

•
•
•
•
•
•
•

•
•
•

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

T2155A

80080A

--------------- 15,995 ----------------- 8,995 ---------------

80080A
80250A
T2139A 0 down 1st paym
All payments plus
tax and license $2000 down,
cash or trade equity, All leases

Sunroof, heated leather, new tires Only 111,000 miles, heated leather, power AWD 3 row seating, heated leather nav,
73000 miles
sunroof, Select-Trac 4x4, NEW Tires!
rear camera
$
$
$

--------------- 15,995 ----------------- 8,995 --------------- 16,995

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

ROBOTS
EASY BAKE OVEN

1970’s
BABY ALIVE
SHRINKY DINKS
STRETCH ARMSTRONG
WEEBLES
BIG WHEEL
1980’s
CABBAGE PATCH KIDS
POLLY POCKET
TEENAGE MUTANT
NINJA TURTLES
TRANSFORMERS
BEANIE BABIES

PROVIDED BY THE FAIRMONT PHOTO PRESS
Send submissions to:

112 East 1st Street - Fairmont, MN 56031

19,995

Sunroof, heated leather, new tires Only 111,000 miles, heated leather, power AWD 3 row seating, heate
73000 miles
sunroof, Select-Trac 4x4, NEW Tires!
rear camera
$
$
$
Only 57000 miles, 4x4, heated seats and
29 mpg hwy

--------------- $16,995

1029 N. State St, Fairmont, MN • 238-4444 • 1-800-733-0587 • milit

1029 N. State St, Fairmont, MN • 238-4444 • 1-800-733-0587 • militellomotors.com

MAGIC EIGHT BALL
SLINKY
TIDDLYWINKS
1950’s
BARBIE
FISHER PRICE LITTLE
PEOPLE
MR POTATO HEAD
PLAY DOH
MATCH BOX
1960’s
BARREL OF MONKEYS
ETCH A SKETCH
KEN DOLL
ROCK EM SOCK EM

2015 DODGE DU
LIMITED

2016 FIAT 500X AWD

Childrens Christmas Lists Throughout the Years

1920’s
CHEMISTRY SET
JOY BUZZER
RADIO FLYER WAGON
YOYO
ERECTOR SET
1930’s
ARMY MEN
RED RYDER BB GUN
SOCK MONKEY
VIEW MASTER
FINGER PAINT
1940’s
LEGOS
LITTLE GOLDEN BOOKS

---------------

All payments plus tax and license $2000 down, cash or trade equity, All leases 0 down 1st payment plus tax and license W.A.C.

HY-VEE IS IONE CROSS.

•
•
•
•
•

Heated leather, sunroof, 7
nav, rear camera

$

courtesy of
T2167A

T2167A

T2126A

26,795 --------------- 17,995

$

V6, 66000 mi., heated cloth seats & wheel,
CD player, passive entry, power lift gate

V6, 66000 mi., heated cloth seats & wheel,
CD player, passive entry, power lift gate

2017 KIA OPTIMA LX

T2088A

T2098A

Fairmont Photo Press: P.O. Box 973 Fairmont, MN
56031 or drop off at our office in the mail slot on left side of door!

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

1990’s
FURBY
LITTLE TIKES LOG CABIN
SUPER SOAKER
TICKLE ME ELMO
FURBY
2000’s
BRATZ
MIND FLEX
WII
ZHU ZHU
RAZOR SCOOTER

r of this
The winne drawn on
l be
puzzle wil r 30, 2021
Decembe

NAME:
P H O N E N U M B ER :
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thousand dollars on
the west coast when
sold by a reputable
dealer." Paul handed
me a card, "This is a
friend of mine; he's a
collector and a dealer. He'll give you six
thousand for it, sight
unseen based on what
I've told him – but
now that I've seen it in
the daylight, he'll give
you at least eight."
"The piano isn't for
sale," I told him, "It
has a history here in
Ottumwa, and I'm going to keep it." Then
I told Paul I wanted
him to clean it up and
tune it. It was very
dusty inside.
Paul made a clicking noise and pointed
at me, "That's what I
wanted to hear." Before I knew it, he had
the movement and
keyboard taken out of

continued on pg 24

cago…." Paul finally
took a breath and
asked, "Can I come to
see it again in the daylight on Thursday." I
agreed and told him
to call first.
By Thursday, the
piano had already
been moved into our
house, having a couple of days to acclimate. Paul sat down
and started playing
lightly. "It's really
held its tune well."
As he played, I could
see dust floating in
the sunlight coming
through the front windows. He stood up,
"Can I ask what you
paid for the piano?"
"I gave fifteen dollars for the bench; the
piano was free," I told
him.
"The piano is worth
about
twenty-six

the piano cabinet and
was carrying them out
to his car.
"Wait a minute,"
I said with concern.
"How much is this going to cost me?"
Paul just laughed,
"It'll be very reasonable. Trust me; I am
more interested in
seeing this Ellington
play again than a paycheck. I'll be back on
Monday – say three in
the afternoon?"
Paul returned on
Monday; he had removed the white plastic tops from the center keys and replaced
them with natural
ivory from other antique pianos he kept
for parts. Then he
pulled the toe board
and started cleaning
with tiny brushes and
a vacuum.
When he finished

cleaning, he sat at the
bench, struck keys,
and used a tool to
turn pegs to tune the
piano. Then, when he
finished, Paul started
playing the piano with
gusto and spirit – It
was magnificent!
When I remodeled our house, I removed all the carpet
and refinished the
hardwood floors. Any
floors that weren't
wooden were ceramic tile, so the entire
house became part of
the instrument. The
sound flowed from
room to room and was
like no music I'd ever
heard from a piano
before. I was absolutely in awe at the
sound and the tone.
Then I told Paul some
of the piano's history.
"I talked to Delilah's sister, Dorothea,

who lived next door.
She told me a lot of
stories:
"Dad bought the
piano in the very early
twenties for Delilah to
learn to play. She was
pretty young then.
The piano company
delivered it and set it
up on the west wall.
Everyone in our family played an instrument, and Dad insisted the piano be kept
perfectly tuned, so he
had the tuner come
by once a month to
check it. When Dad
saw the tuner walking down the sidewalk with his case, he
called for Mom and
us girls to come to the
living room with our
instruments. A few
neighbors and friends
would see him coming, and they came to
the house with their

instruments too. After
the tuner looked over
the piano, we all started playing. It became
a regular event for
people to gather at our
house on Sunday evening for a music jam.
Other people came
just to listen. The
piano never seemed
to need much tuning; we figured Dad
just wanted folks to
get together for the
music. I think the piano tuner wanted the
same thing because
he never charged Dad
to tune the piano."
…I just can't hear it
again…played in the
cold air…never came
home…
To read the rest aof
this story, visit our
website at www.fairmontphotopress.com

New and Used Vehicles
ALL NEW JEEP
WAGONEER!

2021 CHRYSLER
PACIFICA LIMITED AWD

T2206

Series III, Convenience group, premium group, 2nd row power seats,
front (pass) short for passenger.
Front pass. Interactive display.

2021 JEEP GRAND
CHEROKEE L

T21105

Dual pane sunroof, 10 inch
navigation display, 20” tire/wheel pkg.

$50,730 w conquest

Adaptive
cruise,
lane package
departure,
GT Plus trim,
Blacktop
10” Nav screen

2021
DODGE
DURANGO
2021
RAM
1500
CREW
GT
PLUSCAB
AWD

2022 RAM
RAM 2500
2022
2500
CREW
CAB CAB
LARAMIE
MEGA

$52,495 w loyalty bonus

C2195
T21107

$39,495 $46,995
$549/month
0.0% X 72

20212022
JEEPJEEP
GRAND
CHEROKEE
LIMITED
COMPASS LIMITED

C2180
T21104
T2210
SXT plus trim heated/cooled leather, Protect
Dual pane
2, 20”panoramic
tire/wheel roof,
group10”
power sunroof
Nav screen, adaptive cruise &

$37,495

$520/month
0.0% X 72

much
more
$46,995

2022 RAM 1500
QUAD CAB

T2103
T2205
T2207
T2170
T2204
Big Horn pkg,
Level2nd
2’ heated
cloth seats,
buckets, 4X4,8.4
in liner,brake
Big horn level 2, heated cloth buckBlacktop
row bucket
Level A,Radio,spray
safety group,
Sunroof,
tow pkg… hood, tow pkg, 10”
controller,5th
wheel
more ets, 6.5’ box, Night edition,
Auto level rear
air prep...much
susp., running
performance
Nav$49,995
Screen $47,995$683/month boards, Nav$52,705
$48,995
$69,950

2016 FORD EXPLORER
LIMITED

TT2189A

2017 HYUNDAI SONATA

2016 FIAT 500X AWD

$34,495$649/month
0.0% X 72

2021 RAM 1500
CREW CAB

T2196

Laramie, heated /cooled leather, nav, full
boards, chrome appearance, much more

$57,995

2012
HONDA
2012
JEEP ODYSSEY
GRAND
CHEROKEE
EX-L 4X4

T292
T2139A
C2145B
T2088B
Fully handicap
accessible
Navigation, memory seats, auto 62000 miles, 37 mpg! A great commuter Lounge trip, blind spot, htd wheel and Laredo
trim, 171K
miles only
seats, sunroof, only 47600 miles
65,000 miles
temp control, 3rd row seats
T2194A

$26,995

$16,995

$16,995

Prices are plus tax and Lic., payments based on $2000 plus tax and Lic with approved credit

$12,995
$31,995

1029 N. State St, Fairmont, MN • 238-4444 • 1-800-733-0587 • militellomotors.com
SJ-27393964

$27,995

T21102
T21102
Premium safety group, 20” tire and
wheel group

2021 DODGE
CHARGER AWD

0.0% X 72

2017 CHRYSLER
PACIFICA FWD

Touring Plus DVD, 7 passenger,
39K miles

2021
JEEP
GRAND
2021
DODGE
CHALLENGER
AWD
CHEROKEE LIMITED

