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it’s a
good
  life.™  †FINANCING TERMS:  The Slumberland Advantage credit card is issued by Wells Fargo Financial National Bank. Special terms for 24 months apply to purchases of $1999 or more (48 months on select mattress 

brand purchases as specified) charged with approved credit. Tax and delivery charges are due at time of purchase. The special terms APR will continue to apply until all qualifying purchases are paid in full. The 
monthly payment for this purchase will be the amount that will pay for the purchase in full in equal payments during the promotional (special terms) period. The APR for Purchases will apply to certain fees such 
as a late payment fee or if you use the card for other transactions. For new accounts, the APR for Purchases is 28.99%. If you are charged interest in any billing cycle, the minimum interest charge will be $1.00. This 
information is accurate as of 01/06/2016 and is subject to change. For current information, call us at 1-800-431-5921. Credit offer not valid on clearance items. See store for details. Offer expires 02/06/16.

PLUS: Introducing all new Beautyrest 
Platinum & Black collections!

Sleep is the
Ultimate Luxury™

• CONFORMING BACK SUPPORT
• COOL, COMFORTABLE SLEEP
• COMFORT AND PRESSURE RELIEF

Calista Extra Firm Queen Size Set 
starts at $1999 SKU# PCAL150

BONUS!  For a LIMITED TIME with any Beautyrest purchase of $999 or more, get

No Interest for 2 YEARS† FREE Local Delivery
Deliveries outside normal local delivery area may require an additional charge. See store.

Farm Operators Consider 
CRP Enrollment

Kent Thiesse, Farm Management Analyst; VP, MinnStar Bank

Guest Columnist

Phone: (507) 381-7960 • E-mail: kent.thiesse@minnstarbank.com

The 49th enrollment 
period for the General 
C o n s e r vat i o n  Re s e r ve 
Program (CRP)  be gan  
December 1st, 2015 and 
continues through February 
26th, 2016 at local USDA 
Farm Service Agency (FSA) 
offices throughout the 
Country. The last General 
CRP sign-up period was in 
2013. There appears to be 
more interest in the CRP 
enrollment in 2016, due 
to the current lower crop 
prices and reduced farm 
profitability. Currently, 
there are over 630,000 CRP 
contracts in place, on over 
350,000 farms, with just over 
23.4 million acres under 
some-type of CRP contract 
in the U.S. 

The 23.4 million acres 
enrolled in the CRP program 
in November 2015, is down 
from nearly 27 million acres 
in 2013, approximately 
31 million acres in 2009, 
and over 36.8 million in 

2007.  Currently,  there 
are just shy of 17 million 
acres under General CRP 
contracts, 5 million acres 
under Continuous CRP 
contracts, 1.1 million acres 
under CREP contracts, 
and 380,000 acres in the 
Farmable Wetland program. 
The maximum number of 
CRP acres enrolled at any 
one time has been reduced 
in each of the last two Farm 
Bills, with the 2014 Farm 
Bill setting the maximum 
acres in the CRP program 
at 24 million acres. As of 
November 2015, there were a 
total of 54,476 CRP contracts 
in place in Minnesota, with a 
total of just over 1.1 million 
acres. Just over 530,000 acres 
are under a General CRP 
contract, and slightly over 
582,000 acres were under a 
continuous CRP contract. 

Enrollment periods for 
the General CRP program 
only occur when USDA 
deems necessary to try to 

attract additional crop acres 
into the CRP program, in 
order to maintain the desired 
CRP acreage. Sign-up for the 
Continuous CRP program 
is on-going, and is likely 
to continue that way for 
the foreseeable future. The 
Continuous CRP program 
targets the most sensitive 
environmental land areas, 
such as filter strips, buffer 
strips, wetlands, etc. The 
C o n s e r vat i o n  Re s e r ve 
Enhancement Program 
(CREP) program is a CRP 
partnership with State 
Conservation Programs, and 
target specific watersheds. 
There are several CREP 
programs in existence in 
Minnesota. 

The average CRP land 
rental rate in the U.S. in 2015 
was about $70.00 per acre, 
with an average of $51 per 
acre on General CRP acres, 
$114 per acre on Continuous 
CRP acres, and $144 per acre 
on CREP acres. CRP rental 

rates vary widely from State-
to-State, and within different 
regions of a given State. The 
current average CRP rental 
rate in Minnesota is $95 per 
acre, with an average of $70 
per acre on General CRP 
acres, and $118 per acre on 
Continuous CRP acres. Most 
CRP annual land rental rates 
in Southern Minnesota are 
considerably higher than 
the State average rate. Some 
other current average CRP 
rental rates for Midwestern 
States are Iowa at $181 per 
acre, South Dakota at $82 per 
acre, North Dakota at $45 per 
acre, and Wisconsin at $111 
per acre. 

Both new crop land acres 
and current CRP acres that 
expire on September 30th, 
2016 may be offered for 
enrollment into the General 
CRP program during the 
current sign-up period. 
Producers with existing CRP 
contracts that are expiring in 
2016 will have no preferential 
status for keeping their land 
in the CRP program after this 
year, and must re-submit 
a new CRP bid to be re-
enrolled in the CRP program. 
Any new crop land being 
offered for CRP must have 
been planted, or considered 
planted, to an agricultural 

commodity in four of the 
six crop years from 2008 to 
2013. New CRP contracts 
for 2016 are for 10 or 15 
years, and will be initiated 
on October 1st, 2016, with 
annual rental payments 
taking place in October each 
year. Landowners may also 
receive cost-share assistance 
up to 50 percent of the costs 
to establish approved cover 
crops and practices on CRP 
acres.

U S D A  a d j u s t s  t h e 
maximum annual CRP 
rental rates for Continuous 
CRP sign-up each year on 
a county-by-county basis, 
which are also used as the 
maximum CRP rates for 
General CRP enrollment 
period in a given year. The 
maximum rental  rates 
are based on the relative 
productivity of the soils 
within each county, as 
well as on the average dry 
land cash rental rate for 
each county, based on 
the National Agriculture 
Statistics Service (NASS) 
annual land rental analysis. 
Landowners are provided 
the maximum allowable 
CRP rental rate; however, 
they may submit a lower 
rental bid if desired, in order 
to enhance the chances of 

their General CRP bid being 
accepted. 

FSA will rank all bid 
offers for the General CRP 
enrollment on the basis of 
the “Environmental Benefits 
Index” (EBI) to determine 
which CRP bids are accepted. 
The EBI is used to target 
the most environmentally 
sensitive land with the 
CRP enrollment process. 
Factors included in the 
EBI calculation include 
benefits for water quality, 
wildlife habitat, soil erosion, 
and air quality, as well as 
accounting for benefits that 
will likely endure beyond 
the CRP contract period. 
The cost per acre for the 
CRP rental contract is also 
factored into the EBI for final 
determination of accepted 
CRP bids.

For more information 
on the current General CRP 
sign-up, or on Continuous 
CRP enrol lment,  land 
owners and producers 
should contact their local 
FSA Office, or go to the USDA 
CRP web site:   http://www.
fsa.usda.gov/crp  
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Celebrating 2 Years 
Serving the

Fairmont Area!

www.alignchiropracticfmt.com

Join Dr. Zephanie Skow in celebrating!
Wednesday, February 3 • 11am-1pm

at the clinic:
204 Lake Avenue, Suite 203

Fairmont, MN
507∙235∙8485 Cake

(next to the License Bureau)

Door
Prizes

Precision Carpet & Upholstery Care

Now Specializing
in Commercial

Janitorial Services

Call 24 Hours: 507-236-1200
Ask for John

310 State St., Fairmont
Fully insured • Rapid Dry Times
Non-toxic • Kid & Pet Safe • Residue Free 

Family Owned & Operated
Over 10 Years Experience

Servicing Martin and Faribault 
Counties and the Surrounding  Areas

Nightly, Weekly & 
Monthly Cleaning

Tile Floor
Care

HOUSE
SPECIAL

$149
4 Rooms and Hall • Call for Details

Some restrictions apply

PETERSON-DUFLO - Laura Peterson and Joey Duflo 
were married October 16th, 2016 at the Linnaeus Ar-
boretum in St. Peter, Minnesota. Pastor Brad Jackson 
officiated. A reception followed at the Country Inn & 
Suites in Mankato. Parents of the couple are David and 
Anita Peterson of Elk River, Minnesota, Anne and Mike 
Krsiean of Houlton, Wisconsin, and Jerome and Sue Du-
flo of Fairmont, Minnesota. Grandparents of the bride 
are Maurice and Grace Peterson and Kathleen and the 
late Richard Fair. Grandparents of the groom are Art 
and Linda Juergens of Fairmont. Maid of honor was Sa-
mantha Peterson, sister of the bride. Bridesmaids were 
Brianna Duflo, sister in law, Kristi Long and Megan 
Lipps, friends of the bride. Best man was Joshua Duflo, 
brother of the groom. Groosmen were Derek Slaughter 
and Dustin Slaughter, cousins of the groom and Andrew 
Lentz, friend of the groom. Flower girls were Linda Juer-
gens, grandmother of the groom, Grace Peterson and 
Kathy Fair, grandmothers of the bride. Ring bearer was 
Eli Davis, son of the bride. Ushers were Chuck Juergens, 
uncle of the groom and Mike Fair, uncle of the bride. 
The couple lives in Mankato where Joey is employed by 
Larkstur Engineering and Supply in Mankato. Laura is a 
teacher in the Owatonna School District. (Photo by Matt 
Hodgman (The Edge Gallery)

LEMKE 80TH - Hubert 
Lemke of Fairmont will be 
celebrating his 80th birth-
day on February 1st, 2016. 
Cards can reach him at 
1029 N. Hampton Street, 
Fairmont, MN 56031.

KING 95TH - Charles 
King of Fairmont will 
be celebrating his 95th 
birthday on February 
2nd, 2016 at Goldfinch 
Estates in Fairmont. 
Friends are invited to 
join him at 3:00 p.m. for 
cake and coffee.

PYTLESKI 80TH - 
Marjorie Teuchert Py-
tleski is celebrating her 
80th birthday. She was 
born on January 28th, 
1936 in Rolling Green 
Township, Martin Coun-
ty. Cards can be sent to 
her at: 403 1st Avenue, 
Gruver, IA 51344.

STEFANSKI - LeRoy 
and Eunice Stefanski of 
East Chain celebrated 
their 50th wedding an-
niversary last Thursday. 
They were married Janu-
ary 21st, 1966. Cards will 
reach them at 202 Aspen Road, Fairmont, MN 56031

A baby shower for Em-
ily McCoy and baby girl 
McCoy will be at 9:30 a.m. 
on Saturday, February 13th 
at the East Chain Evangeli-
cal Free Church fellowship 
hall. Everyone is welcome. 
She is registered at Babys R 
Us and at Target.

There will be an Open 
House Miscellaneous 
Bridal Shower for Ashlee 
Wiebe, bride to be of Evan 
Oberdieck, on Saturday, 
February 6th at 1:30 p.m. 
at Zion Lutheran Church, 
Frasier Township in rural 
Fairmont. All family and 
friends are invited. They are 
registered at Walmart, Sears 
and Target.

The Welcome Fire De-
partment Relief Association 
will have a Pancake Break-
fast Fundraiser on Sunday, 
February 7th from 8:00 a.m. 
until noon at the Welcome 
American Legion. Free will 
donation. Proceeds will go 
toward restoration of the 
1929 fire truck.

2016 Fairmont Soc-
cer Association Annual 
Meeting and Traveling 
Registration for U11-
U17 boys and girls will be 
held Sunday, January 31st 
at 4:30 p.m. at the Fair-

The Ceylon American 
Legion and Auxiliary will 
have a Shrimp Dinner at 
Nassen-Detert Post #529 
Ceylon on Sunday, January 
31st. Serving will take place 
from 10:30 a.m. to 12:30 
p.m. Proceeds will go to-
wards the programs of Post 
#529. Takeouts are avail-
able. Ceylon Girl Scouts will 
help with the meal. 

FHS Band Boosters will 
have a Dine and Dash Fun-
draiser on Monday, Febru-
ary 22nd from 4 to 10 p.m. 
at Perkins of Fairmont. 15 
percent of the sales will be 
donated to the FHS March-
ing Band Scholarship Fund. 
The FHS Marching Band 
will be traveling to the East 
coast this summer. 

The  First Congregational 
UCC will serve a free com-
munity meal on Wednes-
day, January 27th from 
5:30 p.m. to 6:30 p.m. at the 
church, 310 Downtown Pla-
za. The menu includes chili 
dogs, buns, condiments, 
carrots, bars, ice cream and 
beverages. The meal is host-
ed by the Mission Board of 
the church.

St. John Vianney Catho-
lic School will hold its an-
nual Dinner Dance fund-
raiser on Saturday, January 
30th. The event will be at 
the Knights of Columbus 
Hall with appetizers at 5:30 
p.m., dinner at 6:30 p.m. 
and dance at 7:30 p.m. For-
mal/semi-formal attire is 
suggested. Main entrees 
are stuffed pork chop and 
salmon. Entertainment 
will be by Elegant Affairs of 
Mankato with a live auction 
of gift baskets and KC raffle 
tickets. Pick up the $50 Din-
ner and Dance tickets at St. 
John Vianney School or call 
235-5304.

The Lakesters Car Club 
will hold its monthly meet-
ing on Tuesday, February 
2nd, 7 p.m. in the meeting 
room at McDonald’s. All car 
enthusiasts are welcome.

The Fairmont Lakes 
Foundation monthly meet-
ing will be held Tuesday, 
February 2nd, 5:30 p.m. in 
Room 102 of the Southern 
Minnesota Educational 
Center, 115 South Park 
Street. Enter by the south-
east door.

There will be an impor-
tant meeting concerning 
the Area Veterans Trib-
ute in Trimont City Hall on 
Tuesday, February 2nd at 7 
p.m. There are more deci-
sions to be made and the 
brochure will be presented 
for approval.

Blood Donations Urgently 
Needed by the Red Cross

The American Red Cross 
urgently needs blood do-
nors to make an appoint-
ment to give this winter. 
Eligible blood donors of all 
types are needed, especially 
those with O, AB, B negative 
and A negative.

Upcoming blood dona-
tion opportunities in this 
area include:

Trimont - February 15th 
from Noon to 6:00 p.m. at 
the Evangelical Covenant 

Church, 61 Main Street East 
in Trimont.

Blood donations are 
urgently needed now and 
throughout the winter to 
maintain a sufficient blood 
supply for patients in need.

Make an appointment 
to donate blood by down-
loading the free Red Cross 
Blood Donor App, visiting 
redcrossblood.org or calling 
1-800 RED CROSS (1-800-
733-2767.

Fairmont Concert Association
Presents California Dreamin’

The Fairmont Concert 
Association will present 
“California Dreamin’” on 
Saturday, February 6th at 
7:00 p.m. at the Fairmont 

Area High School Perform-
ing Arts Center.

This group is a quartet 
of two boys and two girls 
performing easy listening 
harmonies of folk/pop mu-

sic of the late 60’s and early 
70’s, featuring music of the 
Mamas and Papas, Simon 
and Garfunkel, Peter, Paul 
and Mary and many other 

popular performers of that 
era. 

Concert members are 
reminded to present their 
tickets at the door.

mont Elementary School 
third through sixth grade 
lunchroom. Please en-
ter through door #21. For 
more information visit 
fairmontsoccer.org.

Fairmont High School 
Class of 1960, spouses, 
and friends will meet for 
lunch at 11:30 a.m. on 

Tuesday, February 2nd at 
the Pizza Ranch in Fair-
mont.
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2016 Martin
Soil and Water
Conservation

District

OPEN HOUSE &
CONSERVATION TREE ORDER DAYS
Thursday, January 28 & Friday, January 29, 8 a.m. - 5 p.m.

and Saturday, January 30, 8 a.m. - noon

WE WILL HELP YOU WITH YOUR
SPRING TREE PLANTING PLANS
FOR ALL YOUR CONSERVATION TREE NEEDS:

Shelterbelts - Field Windbreaks - Living Snowfences
Hardwood Plantings - Wildlife Habitat

(Trees available through this program are for conservation purposes only)

at Martin County Soil & Water Conservation District’s Office
923 N. State St., Fairmont — Suite 110

507-235-6680
For complete details & tree order form, stop out
anytime during our regular of ce hours, or visit

our website at www.martinswcd.net

FreeCoffee, Cookies,Donuts & Info...Drawing for Free Trees!

Girl Scout Cookies Sales Begins
Martin County/Fair-

mont Girl Scouts are get-
ting ready to sell cookies 
starting Saturday, February 
6th ending Sunday, March 
20th. 

We have a new baker this 
year called ABC Bakers 
and so the names of 
your favorite cook-
ies have changed, 
but not their great 
taste. We will also 
have a few new 
cookies this year. 

THIN MINTS are still 
called Thin Mints

CARAMEL DELITES is 
the new name for Samoas

PEANUT BUTTER PAT-
TIES is the new name for 
Tagalongs

PEANUT BUTTER 
SANDWICH is the new 
name for Do-Si-Dos

SHORTBREAD is the 
new name for Trefoils

THANKS-A-LOT are 
shortbread cookies that are 
dipped in rich fudge and 
topped with an embossed 
thank you message in one 
of 5 languages

LEMONADES are short-
bread cookies with 
a refreshingly tangy 
lemon flavored ic-
ing

C R A N B E R R Y 
CITRUS CRISPS are 

crispy cookies made 
with whole grain, full 

of tangy cranberry bits and 
zesty citrus flavors

TRIOS - are gluten free 
cookies with chocolate 
chips nestled in gluten free 
peanut butter oatmeal

The Girl Scout Cookie 
Program is about more 
than just delicious cookies, 
it’s about supporting Girl 
Scouts and teaching girls 
life skills. It is essential to 
the Girl Scout experience in 
three ways:

Girls learn business 
skills such as money man-
agement, customer service, 
and to be resilient.

Troops earn funds for 
activities such as troop 
trips, community service, 
and council programs.

It keeps Girl Scouts af-
fordable. Funds from the 
Cookie Program help to 
subsidize the cost of camp, 
provide resources to girls 
and volunteers, and offer 
grants to families who need 
financial assistance.

If you do not have some-
one come to the door, we 
will find a scout in your 
area. Contact Judy at 236-
2540.

LEEP Brings New Orleans
to Mankato Area Community

Mankato nonprofit Lei-
sure Education for Excep-
tional People (LEEP) is ex-
cited to announce the 2nd 
Annual Beads and Brass 
event presented by H&R 
Block set for Friday, Febru-
ary 5th, 2016 at 7 p.m. The 
community is welcome to 
let the good times roll at this 
Mardi Gras themed event at 
the Mankato Brewery.  

Tickets to the event are 
$40 now through Thursday, 
February 4th and will be $55 
at the door. Tickets include 
Cajun style appetizers, en-
tertainment provided by DJ 
Shoba, the McNasty Brass 
Band and the highly antici-
pated King and Queen of 
Mardi Gras. Event will also 
feature a raffle drawing for a 
trip to New Orleans valued 
at $2000. Raffle tickets are 
only $25 and can be pur-
chased before or during the 
event. 

Attendees are encour-

aged to “dress to impress in 
you N’awlins best.” Sequins, 
beads, extravagant clothing 
in shades of green, purple, 
and gold, and full costumes 
are encouraged. 

This event is 21+ and 
every drink purchased at 
the event will help sup-
port LEEP programming. 
Mankato Brewery, MIO 
Catering and event After 

Party Sponsor; Moonshiner 
Patio Bar, have all joined in 
to make the night a success 
through their support. 

By participating in this 
event you will directly sup-
port LEEP’s programming 
for individuals with intel-
lectual and developmental 
disabilities. LEEP not only 
hosts daily recreational ac-
tivities, but also hosts the 
largest Special Olympics 
team in the state of Min-
nesota. Over 300 athletes 
compete on one of LEEP’s 
17 sports’ teams. 

There will be a ben-
efit fundraiser for Lonnie 
Leiding of Ceylon on Sat-
urday, February 6th from 
4 to 7 p.m. at the Ceylon 
American Legion Hall. 

Friends and family 
members will be serving 
Pork patties, potato salad, 
chips, bars and drinks. A 
freewill offering will be 
taken with proceeds go-

Leiding Fundraiser Benefit
ing to help offset medical 
expenses. 

If you are unable to 
make the fundraiser, but 
would like to make a do-
nation, you can make a 
check out payable to “Lon-
nie Leiding Benefit” and 
mail it to: Lonnie Leiding 
Benefit, 1674 - 40th Street, 
Ceylon, MN 56121.

 114 South Park Street Fairmont, MN
 507-235-5556 •  www.ffmbank.com

Member FDIC. And the community.

 Stop by and 
 wish Dennis a 

 happy retirement 
 and enjoy 

 refreshments!

 Congratulations!
 Dennis Trushenski

 On Your Retirement!
 Please Join Us For A

 RETIREMENT OPEN HOUSE
 To celebrate Dennis’ 35 years in the banking business.

 Friday, January 29 • 9 am - 5 pm

3M hosted their 5th Annual Mathcounts Competition on January 15th, 2016 
at the Holiday Inn in Fairmont. 40 students in grades six through eight partici-
pated from Fairmont Area Schools and Martin County West. Students compet-
ed in four rounds of competition throughout the morning, were treated to a 
pizza lunch and the event ended with an awards ceremony. Students advanc-
ing to the next level will be competing at the Chapter Competition scheduled 
to take place on February 5th, 2016 at Minnesota State University-Mankato.

Jerry Tietje, President of the Immanuel Lutheran 
Church Men’s Club (left) presents a check for $300 to 
Jerry Bergt, member of the  Heaven’s Table Food Shelf 
Board of Directors in Fairmont. Funds will be used for 
costs involved in operating the food shelf and the back-
pack program.

The Martin County Area Foundation held their 
annual grant awards ceremony at the 2015 Martin 
County Fair.  MCAF Board member Tabitha Bicknase 
(right) is pictured presenting a check to Sue Eisen-
menger, representative from STEP, Inc.

Steve Hawkins of Hawkins Chevrolet (right) presents 
a $500 donation to the Fairmont Youth Hockey Associa-
tion’s Jason Hegdal during the Fairmont Hockey Day 
activities held Saturday, January 23rd.
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DREW
SCHELLPEPER
Financial Advisor

1001 E. Blue Earth Ave., Suite B
Fairmont, MN
238.4244

PAUL
SCHELLPEPER
Financial Advisor

1001 E. Blue Earth Ave., Suite B
Fairmont, MN
238.4244

www.edwardjones.com
 

Member SIPC

Are you invested properly?
Get a second opinion.

CHRISTY K. SELBRADE
Financial Advisor

73 Downtown Plaza, Fairmont, MN
238.4896

Lyle H. 
Maschoff, 85

Funeral services for 
Lyle H. Maschoff, 85, of 
Fairmont, were held Fri-
day, January 22nd, at St. 
Paul’s Lutheran Church in 
Fairmont. Burial followed 
at Lakeside Cemetery in 
Fairmont with full military 
honors by Martin County 
V.F.W. Post 1222 and Lee C. 
Prentice American Legion 
Post 36. Lyle passed away 
Sunday, January 17th, 2016 
at Prelude Homes of Wood-
bury, MN. Lakeview Fu-
neral Home and Cremation 
Services handled arrange-
ments for the family.

Lyle Henry Maschoff 
was born March 29th, 1930 
in rural Fairmont,  the son 
of Paul and Ella (Milow) 
Maschoff. Lyle attended 
grade school at St. Paul’s 
Parochial School in Wilbert 
and graduated from Fair-
mont High School in 1948.  
He then attended college 
in Mankato for two years, 
and began working for W. 
Hodgman and Sons, Inc. as 
a bookkeeper.

In 1951, he joined the 
U.S. Army. In the same 
year, he married his high 
school sweetheart, Maxine 
Anderson. Lyle served for 
two years in the Army be-
fore returning to Fairmont 
and working for W. Hodg-
man and Sons, Inc. When 
Ken Hodgman retired, Lyle, 
as President and majority 
owner along with his part-
ners, purchased and con-
tinued the operation of the 
company. He sold his busi-
ness in 1999.

Lyle was an active mem-
ber of St. Paul’s Lutheran 
Church in Fairmont where 
he served in various posi-
tions. Lyle and Maxine’s 
love of golf led to many 
close, life-long friendships. 
Lyle loved Las Vegas, and 
his family took him there in 
November of 2015. 

Lyle was well-loved and 
respected. Even with his 
Parkinson’s disease where 
he could not speak or walk, 
those around him enjoyed 
his sense of humor, kind 
spirit and optimistic out-
look; he never complained 
or gave up. 

Lyle and Maxine moved 
to the Twin Cities in 2011 
to be closer to family. After 
many years of his loving 
care of Maxine, she passed 
from away from Alzheim-
er’s in 2013. 

Those that will cherish 
his memory include son, 
Gary Maschoff and his wife, 
Beth, of Woodbury; daugh-
ter, Lori Maschoff-Fox and 
her husband, Daniel, of 
Westcliffe, CO; two grand-

sons, Zachary and Dillon 
Fox of Denver, CO; two 
brothers, Arlen Maschoff 
of Jackson, and Leon (Lee) 
Maschoff and his wife, Bev, 
of Corrales, NM; sisters-in-
law and brothers-in-law, 
Arlene Hewett and her 
husband Jim, of Mankato, 
Elaine Wieskus and her hus-
band, Joe, of Jackson, Sha-
ron Niss and her husband, 
Darb, of Eagle Lake, Audre 
Anderson of Truman; Wally 
Reineke of St. Peter; many 
nieces and nephews, other 
relatives and friends.

In addition to his par-
ents and wife, Lyle was also 
preceded in death by his 
sisters and brothers-in-law, 
Lorene Maschoff, Richard 
and Marilyn Anderson, Lois 
Reineke, Donna Najt, and 
Wayne Swanson.

Memorials can be made 
to St. Paul’s Lutheran 
Church, Fairmont or to 
Prelude Homes & Services, 
Woodbury, MN.   

lakeviewfuneralhome.net

Evelyn L. 
Sandberg, 91

Services for Evelyn L. 
Sandberg, 91, of Fairmont, 
were held Friday, January 
22nd, 2016, at United Meth-
odist Church in Fairmont. 
A private family burial was 
held at Lakeside Cemetery 
in Fairmont. Evelyn passed 
away Tuesday, January 
19th, at Goldfinch Estates 
in Fairmont.  Lakeview Fu-
neral Home and Cremation 
Service of Fairmont assisted 
the family with arrange-
ments.

Evelyn Lucille (Bruner) 
Sandberg was born May 
5th, 1924, on the family 
farm near Appleton, MN, 
the daughter of LeeRoy and 
Lucy (Stewart) Bruner. She 
attended school in Apple-
ton and graduated from Ap-
pleton High School in 1942. 

While working for her 
parents at their hotel, Ev-
elyn met Boyd Sandberg.  
On February 23rd, 1950, 
they were united in mar-
riage in Marshall, MN. The 
couple made their home in 
Marshall and Worthington 
before moving to Fairmont.  
To this union three children 
were born, Deanna, Sheila, 
and Dean. Evelyn worked 
for Armour Foods for five 
years. She then began work-
ing at the Fairmont Com-
munity Hospital where she 
worked in housekeeping for 
16 years, retiring August 1st, 
1993.

In her spare time, Ev-
elyn enjoyed working on 
crossword puzzles, playing 
cards, reading, and work-
ing on jigsaw puzzles.    She 
had a sweet tooth and loved 
to bake and make goodies 
such as banana bread and 
chocolate covered peanut 

butter balls.  Evelyn en-
joyed spending time with 
her children, grandchildren 
and great-grandchildren.  
She was a member of the 
United Methodist Church 
in Fairmont and also a life 
member of the Lakeview 
Methodist Health Care Aux-
iliary and Fairmont Com-
munity Hospital Auxiliary.

Left to cherish her mem-
ory are her children, Dean-
na Swanson and her hus-
band, Lee of Blaine, MN, 
Sheila Hall and her hus-
band, Dennis of Bettendorf, 
IA, and Dean Sandberg and 
his wife, Ruth of Fairmont; 
grandchildren, Gretchen 
Pierson, Ned Pierson, Tylor 
Lasley and his wife, Erin, 
Sherra Lasley, Desi Hall, 
Alyssa Sandberg, and Lo-
gan Sandberg; great-grand-
children, Declan Lasley and 
Harrison Lasley; as well as 
brother and sister-in-laws, 
nieces, nephews, extended 
family and friends.

Evelyn was preceded in 
death by her parents; hus-
band; granddaughter, Car-
rie Jo Lasley; brothers, Les-
ter Bruner and Leo Bruner; 
sister, Elaine Ormberg; as 
well as many in-laws.

Memorials may be left to 
Fairmont United Methodist 
Church and St. Jude’s Chil-
dren’s Hospital.   

lakeviewfuneralhome.net

Thomas J. 
Winzenburg, 77

Funeral Services for 
Thomas J. Winzenburg, 
77, of Belgrade, Minnesota 
were held on Friday, Janu-
ary 15th, 2016 at St. Francis 
de Sales Catholic Church in 
Belgrade. Interment was in 
Minnesota State Veterans 
Cemetery in LIttle Falls, 
Minnesota.Thomas passed 
away Tuesday, June 12th, 
2016.

Thomas Jerome Win-
zenburg was born on June 
8, 1938 in Fairmont, the 
son of Frank and Rowene 
(Tierney) Winzenburg. He 
grew up in Fairmont and 
attended St. John Vianney 
Catholic School and gradu-
ated from Fairmont High 
School in 1956. Tom then 
enlisted in the United States 
Army. He served until No-
vember of 1958, when he 
was Honorably Discharged. 
After his service, Tom re-
turned to Minnesota to help 
run his family’s elevator in 
Fairmont. 

On May 21st, 1960, Tom 
married Stella Hammer at 
St. John Vianney Catholic 
Church in Fairmont. They 
were blessed with two sons 
and two daughters. The 
family lived in Fairmont 
until 1965, then moved to 
Brooklyn Center. In 1973, 
Tom and his family moved 
to Willmar where he and 

Stella opened up Kandi 
Mall Barber and Beauty 
Shop and also Tom’s Barber 
Shop in downtown Willmar. 
They continued to live in 
Willmar until 1991, when 
they moved to Sunburg, 
staying there until 2015, 
when they moved to their 
current home in Belgrade.

Tom was a member of 
St. Francis de Sales Catho-
lic Church. He was active 
in the Knights of Colum-
bus and also on the church 
council. Tom was a mem-
ber of Little Crow Anglers, 
Willmar Sportsman CLub, 
Muskies Inc., and MN Deer 
Hunters Association. He 
volunteered for Medora 
Foundation and Alexandria 
Orthopedics. Tom loved 
spending time with his fam-
ily, especially his grandchil-
dren and great-grandchil-
dren.

Tom is survived by his 
wife of 55 years, Stella; 
children: Timothy (Lorie) 
of Sundburg, Dennis (Te-
resa) of Sundburg, Kath-
leen (Richard) Roden of 
Granite Falls, and Jennifer 
(Michael) Hahn of Willmar; 
eight grandchildren; and 
six great-grandchildren. 
Brothers: Frank (Kate) of 
Fairmont, Jim (Char) of 
Denver, CO, Gordy (Bon-
nie) of Brainerd and sister 
Joan (Jim) Burson of Twian 
Hart, CA. He was preceded 
in death by his parents and 
sister, Mary Kathleen Win-
zenburg.

Herman J. 
Deling, 99

Funeral Service for Her-
man J. Deling, 99, of Fair-
mont, formerly of Ceylon, 
was held Monday, January 
25th, 2016, at the United 
Methodist Church in Fair-
mont with interment in 
Tenhassen Township Cem-
etery, rural Ceylon.  Her-
man passed away on Thurs-
day, January 21st, 2016, at 
Mayo Clinic Health System 
in Fairmont. Lakeview Fu-
neral Home in Fairmont 
assisted the family with ar-
rangements. Herman was 
preceded in death by his 
beloved wife of nearly 75 
years, Irleen (Palmer) Del-
ing,  in September 2013.

Herman Johnson Del-
ing was born on Decem-
ber 15th, 1916, in Jolly, IA. 
He was the son of Henry 
and Lena (Oltman) Deling. 
In his early years Herman 
farmed in the Dunnell and 
Ceylon areas. On Decem-
ber 30th, 1938, he married 
Irleen (Palmer) Deling of 
Ceylon. They continued to 
farm in Martin and Blue 
Earth Counties, raising sev-
en children.

Herman saw many 
changes in farming over the 
years, as he went from farm-
ing with work horses to us-

ing tractors. He always had 
a love of horses, riding hors-
es well into his seventies.  
Later he worked at Stokely-
Van-Camp in Fairmont. 
Herman and Irleen were 
caregivers for the Tenhas-
sen Township Cemetery for 
many years and were mem-
bers of the Ceylon United 
Methodist Church.

Herman celebrated his 
99th birthday in December 
with his family, who survive 
him: Orville (Irene) Deling 
of Fairmont, Russell (Bren-
da) Deling of Dolliver, IA, 
Leroy Deling of Mankato, 
Loren (Marilyn) Deling of 
Rochester, Mary Deling of 
Stewartville, Marlin (Lori) 
Deling of Ramsey, and 
Marjorie (Scott) Kittleson 
of Aitkin; 16 grandchildren; 
21 great grandchildren; 14 
great-great grandchildren; 
brother-in-law, Harold 
(Darlene) Palmer of Brain-
erd; sister-in-law, Doris 
Palmer of Owatonna; and 
many nieces and nephews.

In addition to his wife, 
Herman was preceded in 
death by his parents; his 
in-laws, Major and Miriam 
Palmer; brother, Raymond 
Deling; sisters, Ann Gjer-
stad, Grace Lysholm, and 
Joann Bowman; seven 
brothers-in-law and sisters-
in-law; one granddaughter; 
two nieces; and three neph-
ews.   

lakeviewfuneralhome.net

Diane M. Erwin 
(Crawford), 67

Diane Marie Erwin 
(Crawford), 67, of Fairmont, 
died on January 19th, 2016, 
surrounded by family at St. 
Mary’s Hospital. Mass of 
Christian Burial was held 
Wednesday, January 27th, 
at St. John Vianney Catholic 
Church in Fairmont. Burial 
will be at a later date. Lakev-
iew Funeral Home and Cre-

mation Services handled 
arrangements for the family.

Diane, the daughter of 
Walter (Bud) Crawford and 
Lillian (Sokoloski) Lund, 
was born on January 18th, 
1949 in Fairmont.  She at-
tended and graduated from 
Fairmont High School in 
1967. Diane married Gustaf 
(Gus) Anderson Jr. on Janu-
ary 31st, 1969. Together they 
were blessed with three chil-
dren, Terra, Heather, Emily. 

Diane enjoyed a long ca-
reer in the health care field 
where she enjoyed helping 
others.  Diane also worked 
at Kid’s Corner for a short 
time and ultimately went 
back to the health care field 
as a Physical Therapy Aide.

Diane was united in mar-
riage with Patrick (Pat) Er-
win on July, 20th, 2000, in 
Fairmont. Diane loved his 
three children, Jill, Matthew, 
Brian, as her own.

She was a strong person 
from a very young age. At 1 
years of age, Diane had the 
first surgery of her kind in 
the United States at Gillette 
Children’s Hospital. 

Diane is survived by her 
husband, Pat, of Fairmont; 
three daughters, Terra An-
derson, Heather (Travis) 
Bowman, and Emily An-
derson; three step-chil-
dren, Jill (Charles) Erwin 
Jessup, Matthew (Diana) 
Erwin, Brian (Heather) Er-
win; mother, Lillian Lund; 
grandchildren, Levi, Amara, 
Isabella, Madelyn, Michael 
(Kristina), Gabriel, Nathan-
iel, Joshua, Sarah, and So-
phia; great grandchildren, 
Braeden and Alexa; sister, 
Karen Lester; brother, Rick 
(Julie) Crawford; mother-in-
law, Lorraine Erwin; sisters-
in-Law and brothers-in-law, 
Nancy (Kimber) Prehn, Barb 
(Dwain) Perkins, Donna 
(James) Loken, David (Cyn-
thia) Erwin, Stephen (Amy) 
Erwin; as well as many other 
family and loved ones.

She was preceded in 
death by her father, Walter 
(Bud) Crawford, step-father, 
Burton (Bud) Lund, father-
in-law, Donald Erwin, and 
brother-in-law, Malcolm 
Lester.

Diane’s signature gift of 
kindness will never be for-
gotten. She was able to do-
nate to Lifesource as a final 
act of kindness.   

lakeviewfuneralhome.net
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LUTHERAN SCHOOLS WEEK

 

 Let’s talk—anytime.      Paul Steinhaus, Principal 
Phone: 436-5249     www.martinlutherhs.com 

 
 

  Martin Luther High School, Northrop  
A Choice Worth Making…   Enroll now for 2016-2017 

I n s u r a n c e A g e n c y, I n c .

55 Downtown Plaza
Fairmont, MN
507-238-2008

205 Albion Avenue
Fairmont, MN

The people you know
The experience you trust

Duane
Rosburg

(507)
728-8608

Welcome, MN

907 S. State St., Fairmont
238-4323

102 E. Ciro Street
Truman, MN

(507) 776-4375

Roessler, 
Nuss & Co.

Certi ed Public 
Accountants

1296 Hwy. 15 S. • Fairmont
(507) 235-3377

AUTO REPAIR
& TOWING

410 East Blue Earth Ave.
Fairmont

507-235-5800

500 S. STATE ST. • FAIRMONT
Monday - Saturday 7 a.m. - 9 p.m.
Grocery 238-4737 | Meat 238-4673

 www.fareway.com 

GOOD    NEWS
BOOKSTORE

“We’re more
than a

bookstore”

114 E. Third
Fairmont
238-2656

Confi rmation
Baptism Gifts & Cards

Bibles & Covers

Check out our website for specials and coupons
www.goodnewsfairmont.com

Enrollment is now open for the 2016-2017 school year at Martin Luther 
High School, Northrop. All students in grades 9-12 are welcome. 

elizabethchevrolet.com

1-888-635-2275

LUD-KEY

Scott C. Fuhrman
Financial

Consultant
507-235-9877

301 Downtown Plaza, Suite 3
Fairmont, MN 56031

Gary F. Oliver
Financial

Consultant
507-235-6755

Connecting faith &  nances for good™

Karen Luedtke Fisher, Publisher
Manager: jeff@fairmontphotopress.com
Editor: editor@fairmontphotopress.com 
Ad Sales: ads@fairmontphotopresss.com
Info: frontdesk@fairmontphotopress.com
Subscription: $37/1 year; $24/6 months

LOCAL
eat play shop

Arlyn G.
Sandersfeld, 83

Funeral services for Ar-
lyn G. Sandersfeld, 83, of 
Fairmont will be 1:30 p.m. 
Thursday, January 28th, at 
St. Paul Lutheran Church 
in Fairmont. Burial will fol-
low the service at Fairview 
Memorial Park in Fairmont. 
Visitation will be 4:00 – 7:00 
p.m. Wednesday, January 
27th, at Lakeview Funeral 
Home in Fairmont and will 
continue one hour prior to 
the service at the church on 
Thursday.

Arlyn passed away Sat-
urday, January 23rd, 2016 at 
Mayo Clinic Health System 
– Fairmont. Lakeview Fu-
neral Home and Cremation 
Services is handling the ar-
rangements for the family. 

Arlyn George Sanders-
feld was born on October 
1st, 1932 in Fox Lake Town-
ship, the son of Walter and 
Edna (Klein) Sandersfeld. 
He was baptized and con-
firmed at Trinity Lutheran 
Church in Welcome. He at-
tended District #14 country 
school and Sherburn public 
school.  On October 10th, 
1952, he married Barbara 
Jean Kuntz and they had 
three children together, 
LaRae, Leland and Lyn.  
They were later divorced.  
On December 16th, 1964, 
he married Ruth Ann Mulso 
in Sioux Falls, SD.

Arlyn worked for several 
farmers, then the Midland 
Co-op as a bulk driver. He 
then went to work for the 
Street Department for the 
City of Fairmont where he 
worked until retirement. Af-
ter retiring from the city he 
drove the city bus for Fair 
Lakes Taxi Service.

He is survived by his 
wife of 51 years, Ruth Ann 
Sandersfeld of Fairmont; 
children, LaRae Henry 
of Encinitas, CA, Leland 
Sandersfeld of Fairmont, 
and Lyn Sandersfeld and 
his wife, Barbara, of Fair-
mont; step children, Arnold 
Mulso and his wife, Patrcia, 
of Albert Lea, Allan Mulso 
and his wife, Kim, of N. Sci-
tuate, RI; grandchildren, 
Amy (Jake), Emily (Lucas), 
Ryan, Luke (Samantha) 
and Sadie; step grandchil-
dren, Stacy (Tony), Dean 
(Ann), Matthew (Kris), Jer-

emy (Teresa), Hayley and 
Shawn; four great grand-
children; two brothers, 
Verlyn Sandersfeld (Kay) of 
Fairmont, Gary Sandersfeld 
(Carmen) of San Diego, CA; 
four sisters, Birdella Allen 
of Trimont, Shirley Crocker 
of Fairmont, Marlys Grunst 
(Allen) of Des Moines, IA, 
Nila Gilbertson of Fair-
mont; nieces and nephews, 
other relatives and friends.

Arlyn was preceded in 
death by his parents; and 
brothers-in-law, John Allen, 
David Crocker and Dwayne 
Gilbertson.

lakeviewfuneralhome.net

Dick Van
Ravenhorst, 78

Memorial Service for 
Dick Van Ravenhorst, 
78, of Elmore, was held 
Wednesday, January 27th, 
2016 at Elmore United 
Methodist Church. Dick 
passed away Sunday, Jan-
uary 24th, 2016 at Lakev-
iew Methodist Health 
Care Center in Fairmont. 
Lakeview Funeral Home 
and Cremation Service of 
Fairmont assisted the fam-
ily with arrangements.

Dick was born August 
24th, 1937 to George and 
Hazel (Wynia) Van Raven-
horst in Hollandale, MN. 
He attended school be-
fore enlisting in the United 
States Army in 1960. Dick 
proudly served his country 
until his honorable dis-
charge in 1962.

On August 11th, 1965 
Dick was united in mar-
riage to Melissa Scott. This 
union was blessed with 
two children, Theresa and 
Daryl. Later in life Dick 
married Linda Berkness 
on April 29th, 2005 in El-
more. The two made their 
home together in Elmore 
before Dick moved to 
the Lakeview Methodist 
Health Care Center in May 
of 2015.

Dick worked for Holly 
Park Homes in Blue Earth 
and Elmore Concrete in 
Elmore before he began at 
ADA Enterprise in North-
wood, IA where he deliv-
ered various farm equip-
ment supplies. Dick retired 

in 2002. He was a lifetime 
member of the Blue Earth 
American Legion Post 89.

He enjoyed farm and 
threshing events, John 
Deere tractors, taking long 
walks and traveling to Or-
ange City, IA to the Tulip 
Festival. Dick was proud 
of his Dutch heritage and 
enjoyed talking about and 
learning more about the 
culture.

Those left to cherish 
his memory include his 
wife, Linda Van Raven-
horst of Elmore; children: 
Theresa Van Ravenhorst 
of Owatonna, and Daryl 
(Mary) Van Ravenhorst of 
Janesville, MN; brother, 
Jim (Diane) Van Raven-
horst of Owatonna; sister, 
Everna (Harold) Northen 
of Apache Juntion, AZ; 
brother-in-law, Walter 
Rich of  Boise, ID; eight 

grandchildren; 3-great 
grandchildren; five step-
children: Tara, Paul (De-
nise), Jaci (Alex), Erin (fi-
ancé, Mike) and Kirsten; 
and three step-grandchil-
dren.

Dick was preceded 
in death by his parents; 
daughter, Yvonne Stratton; 
sisters: Effie Rich, Henriet-
ta Stoen; and brother, Del-
bert Van Ravenhorst.

lakeviewfuneralhome.net

January 19 - Evelyn L. Sandberg, 91, Fairmont. 
Lakeview Funeral Home

January 19 - Wilma Potter-Caryl, 91, Fairmont. 
Lakeview Funeral Home

January 19 - Diane M. Erwin, 67, Fairmont. 
Lakeview Funeral Home

January 21 - Herman J. Deling, 99, Fairmont 
(formerly of Ceylon). Lakeview Funeral Home

January 22 - Alice M. Christensen, 93, Ceylon. 
Kramer Family Funeral Home

January 23 - Arlyn G. Sandersfeld, 83, Fairmont.
Lakeview Funeral Home

January 24 - Dick Van Ravenhorst, 78, Elmore.
Lakeview Funeral Home

January 24 - Luella F. Wessel, 99, Truman.
Zaharia Family Funeral and Cremation Service

In Memoriam One Year Ago This Week
January 19 - Ione Laase, 96, Trimont
January 19 - Frieda V. Nolte, 98, Fairmont
January 20 - Ruth M. Hendricksen, 96, Truman
January 21 - Barbara K. Hoops, 70, Fairmont
January 23 - Ellrich C. Fritz, 96, Fairmont
January 24 - David O. Anderson, 81, Trimont
January 25 - Phyliss M. Pierce, 99, Fairmont
January 25 - Dale F. Kettner, 63, Truman

All obituaries must 
be submitted by noon 
on Monday of the 
week that it is to be 
placed. Any photos 
must be in high reso-
lution and high qual-
ity. Any questions on 
the Photo Press obitu-
ary policy can be sent 
to Jeff Hagen jeff@
fairmontphotopress.
com



A white-breasted nuthatch, better known as “cute.” 
Photo by Al Batt
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Phone (507) 238-1823

1300 NORTH STATE STREET, FAIRMONT, MN

STORE HOURS:
MON-FRI 7:30 a.m.-8 p.m.

SAT 7:30 a.m.-5 p.m.; SUN 1-4 p.m.

Phone (507) 238-1823

New Pet
Products!

Dogs Luv It!
Dry Shampoo

Doggie
Fragrance

Massaging
Bath Mitt

Strawberry Lemonade
(165 ml/5.6 fl . oz.)

Strawberry Lemonade
(174 ml/5.9 fl . oz.)

(354 ml/12 fl . oz.)

More I  
Pet Head 
Products 
in Stock!

Oatmeal
Natural
Shampoo

$699

$699

$599

$699

$699

Strawberry Orange
Lemonade
(175 ml/5.9 fl . oz.)

Crazy Cat Lady
Litter Box Room
Fragrance

m

Dog 
Shamy

$699

SERVICE INCLUDES:
Change oil and  lter • Rotate tires
Lubricate front suspension and steering

ALSO A 29-POINT INSPECTION 
WHICH INCLUDES:
Test condition of battery and cables • Check anti-freeze protection
Check condition of tires • Check windshield wipers
Check belts and hoses • Check all  uids and top off if necessary
4-wheel brake inspection • Check steering & suspension components
Check fuel system • Check all exterior lights
***Diesel engines, Northstar engines, Corvettes, Trailblazers and engines requiring synthetic oil higher 
***Price may vary by model    ***Price does not include tax

The perfect way to go.
You chose your GM vehicle because it promised to  t your lifestyle and your driving style. Nobody under-
stands that promise better than us. Our knowledge of GM vehicles allows us to provide care speci cally 
for your ride. Head down the Certi ed Service lane. We can perform a Multi-Point Vehicle Inspection to 
help provide an accurate picture of your vehicle’s health. If we  nd something that needs attention, we’ll 
let you know. Experience the Certi ed Service difference.

$4995
Limited
Time Only

1304  E. Blue Earth Ave. • Fairmont, MN
1-800-598-5554 • 507-238-4786

SERVICE CENTER

CALL
FOR AN

APPOINTMENT
TODAY!

COMPLETE VEHICLE
DETAILING PACKAGES

10% OFF
Visit hawkinsbestprice.com 
for other detailing services

start by contacting us.

EXCAVATION
Building Pads
Hog and Cattle Manure Pits
Basements
Grain Bin Systems
Tile Mains
Ditch Cleaning
Grove Removal
Grading
Demolition

SERVICES
Tile Repair, Inlets, Outlets
Waterlines
Hydrants
Sewer, Water Services
Metal Culverts
Trucking
Tractor Backhoe
Skid Loader
Concrete Recycling

AGGREGATES
Sand           Gravel
Rock           Clay
Black Dirt

Get your projects 
scheduled for 2016

A brain on nature
by Al Batt

Birds fly over with such 
certainty.

They appear to know 
where they are going.

That’s not always the 
case. I found a dead Lap-
land longspur on the road. 
I suspect that the lovely 
bird had collided with a 
car. Birds live fast and die 
young.

In my yard, I watched a 
junco do the double scratch 
of a chicken in the seed 
hulls resting on the snow. A 
downy woodpecker fed on 
a suet feed- er. It had red 
on its head, so 

it was a 
m a l e . 
The fe-

male lacks 
red. The 
smallest 
w o o d -
pecker in 

the U.S., 
the downy is found in every 
state but Hawaii. 

Another downy flew 
to the ground to eat fallen 
suet. It was chased away by 
a squirrel. You don’t have to 
be nuts to be afraid of squir-
rels. We tend to think of 
squirrels as vegetarians, but 
they are willing to eat in-
sects, eggs and young birds.

I have birding friends 

who put great stock in the 
first bird they see each year. 
It could be their theme bird, 
spirit bird or magic bird. 
The first bird I saw this year 
was a cardinal foraging in 
the gathering light. It was 
my cool bird.

A black-capped chicka-
dee whistled its fee-bee 
spring song that it begins 
singing every winter. It’s the 
state bird of Massachusetts 
and Maine.

I watched a high school 
basketball game in which 
one of the starters was 
named Nicole Bunting. 
Thanks to having a brain 
on nature, I thought of both 
basketball and birds. I’ve 
been fortunate enough to 
have seen an indigo bun-
ting, blue bunting, painted 
bunting, lark bunting, snow 
bunting, corn bunting and 
common reed bunting. And 
now, a Nicole Bunting.

Q-and-A
“Do all birds have hollow 

bones?” Most birds have 
hollow bones optimized for 
flight. Some don’t. Our state 
bird, the common loon, has 
nearly solid bones opti-
mized for diving as deep as 
200 feet below the water’s 
surface in search of fish, 
frogs, leeches and crayfish. 
Most hunting takes place at 
20 feet down as the loons’ 

large feet propel them like 
torpedoes. They can stay 
underwater for up to three 
minutes. The extra weight 
requires a runway of over 
100 feet to become air-
borne, but once aloft they 
can reach speeds in excess 
of 55 miles per hour.

“There were barn owls in 
our barn when I was a girl. 
Why don’t I see them now?” 
They have suffered from 
loss of habitat--they prefer 
grassland habitat. They are 
highly susceptible to roden-
ticides, great horned owls 
prey on them, cold winters 
are hard on them and their 
hunting habits lead to colli-
sions with cars.

“Why don’t birds freeze 
while bathing in the win-
ter?” It’d seem that winter 
bathing would put birds 
at risk, but they do it quite 
safely. The feathers of a 
healthy bird shed most of 
the water, preventing it from 
leaking through to the insu-
lating down and skin. This is 
most obvious in waterfowl, 
but also applies to song-
birds that shed and shake 
water from plumage. 

Water cleans feathers of 
anything that might inter-
fere with feather barbules. 
A study found that birds 
spend 9 percent of their 
time preening. This helps 
make sure that feathers do 

their jobs. In nature, win-
tering songbirds typically 
bathe in shallow water of 
flowing streams.

“How much does a 
chickadee weigh?” A black-
capped chickadee weighs .3 
to .5 ounces. You could mail 
three smaller ones for a sin-
gle Forever stamp. It’d take 
about 40 of them to make a 
pound.

“What is an animal?” It’s 
estimated that there are as 
many as 10 million species 
of animals. The exact num-
ber is unknown. Animals 
range in size from a few 
cells to organisms weigh-
ing tons, such as the giant 

squid. Most species of ani-
mals are insects. 

All animals are members 
of the Kingdom Animalia, 
are multicellular and are 
heterotrophs (relying di-
rectly or indirectly on other 
organisms for nourish-
ment) ingesting and digest-
ing food in an internal cavity 
rather than manufacturing 
their own food as plants do. 
At some point in their life 
cycle, animals move under 
their own power. Animals 
lack rigid cells walls, with 
bodies that are soft and pli-
able rather than woody or 
fibrous.

Thanks for stopping by

“You can drive out na-
ture with a pitchfork, but 
she keeps on coming back.”-
-Horace

“To speak ill of others is 
a dishonest way of praising 
ourselves.”--Will Durant

DO GOOD.
© Al Batt 2016
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All programs and services of the Natural Resources Con-
servation Service and the Martin Soil and Water Conser-
vation District are offered on a non-discriminatory basis 
without regard to race, color, national origin, religion, sex, 
age, marital status, or handicap.

by Bruce Moore,
President, MCCI

We held our third an-
nual fundraiser banquet on 
February 28th, 2015 at the 
Fairmont National Guard 
Armory. It was again suc-
cessful beyond expectations 
with  a full house of 400 
people attending enjoying 

a delicious meal, numerous 
raffles, and prizes. Many 
thanks to our generous 

Martin County Conservation Club 2015 Update
sponsors, donors, and at-
tendees for making this the 
success that it was. 

We donated funds from 
the banquet to the Fair-
mont high school trap team 
and the 4H shooting sports 
team. The Fairmont team is 
sending several members 
to the state tournament 
and both groups reported 

increasing interests by their 
student members in this 
relatively new high school 

sport. 
Other recipients of pro-

ceeds from our banquet in-
cluded “Let’s Go Fishing for 
Seniors”, Martin County Soil 
and Water District for vari-
ous conservation projects, 
the “Harry Stewart Environ-
ment Day” for county fifth 
graders at Cedar Creek Park. 
Funds were also sent to the 

Fairmont Lakes Founda-
tion ($15,000) for new fish-
ing docks on the Fairmont 

lakes,” Turn in Poachers” 
(TIP) and a scholarship with 
“Dollars for Scholars”.

Our club and our gen-
erous neighbors on North 
Silver Lake continue in our 
efforts to restock game fish 
into the lake after the win-
terkill in 2014. Walleye fry 
were stocked in May of 2014 
and adult perch, crappies, 
bluegills and bass in May 
of this year. Good fishing 
should return next spring. 

We again sponsored a 
Youth Habitat Day at the 
mall in March. Approxi-
mately 110 wren and robin 
nest platforms were as-
sembled by the kids with 
assistance from MCCCI vol-
unteers. More wren houses 
were given to the first grad-
ers of Martin County West 
Elementary School. We also 
gave away about  wood duck 
houses, bluebird and wren 
houses to the public at our 

club shelter house in April. 
The club provided fish-

ing poles for kids to use at 
the annual Fishing Derby 
in Fairmont sponsored by 
the local Bass Seekers group 
and Kiwanis in June. 

 We continue to partner 
with the Fox Lake Conser-
vation League, Pheasants 
Forever, DU, and the DNR 
in efforts to acquire mar-
ginal non-crop lands for 
wildlife and the public’s use. 
We applied for a Conserva-
tion Partners Legacy grant 
to purchase lands near 
Fairmont in September. 
Unfortunately, we weren’t 
successful, but Pheasants 
Forever picked up the pur-
chase and the Island WMA 
near Pierce Lake will gain an 
additional 71 acres!

All club meetings are 
the second Tuesday of the 
month at 7:30 p.m. From 
November through March, 

they are held at Tami’s on 
the Ave (lower level) in Fair-
mont. April through Oc-
tober meetings are at the 
club’s shelter house on the 
south end of North Silver 
Lake. All members and the 
public are welcome and en-
couraged to attend. Mem-
berships are available from 
directors, at meetings, or at 
Sommer’s Outdoors in Fair-
mont for $15 individual or 
$25 for immediate family.

Thank you to all mem-
bers and the public for your 
donations and support of 
our efforts conserving the 
natural resources in Martin 
County. Plan to attend our 
4th annual fundraising ban-
quet on February 20th, 2016 
at the Fairmont National 
Guard Armory in Fairmont. 
Tickets available at HyVee, 
Sommers Outdoors, and 
calling Mike Ebert. Visit us 
on Facebook.

by Michael Katzenmeyer, 
Chair Fairmont Lakes
Foundation, Inc.

The Fairmont Chain 
of Lakes water level is ap-
proximately 22 inches 
higher than last year, due 
in part to the wet fall.  
There is still current run-
ning under the ice cover. 
This can cause extreme 
variations of thickness 
within short distances and 
may lull an unsuspecting 
fisherman into compla-
cency.  

Our Annual Fairmont 
Lakes Foundation, Inc. 
Fishing Contest is January 
30th. Register early as the 
contest is limited to 150 
participants.

Please remember your 
stewardship responsibili-
ties as you utilize our fro-
zen resources this season.  
Anything you bring with 
you should leave with you 
when you are finished.  
Help protect our resource.

Was it really last sum-
mer that, with the finan-
cial assistance of the Mar-
tin County Conservation 
Club, The Martin County 
Area Foundation and the 
$50,000 grant from Mi-
chelob Golden Lite, Fair-
mont Lakes Foundation, 
Inc. was able to purchase 
three fishing piers for our 
lakes? By the time the last 
one was installed, it left 
little more than a month 
for residents and visitors 
to enjoy the additional 
public access opportuni-
ties before they needed to 
be stored for the winter.

Fairmont Lakes Foun-
dation, Inc. has been con-
sulting with Martin Soil 

Anticipation Comes with Seasons of New Beginnings
and water and the City of 
Fairmont to put together 
a grant application that, 
if successful, would assist 
with funding a clean-up 
project on Dutch Creek.  
This is a top priority, as a 
long range goal for enhanc-
ing the water quality in our 

Chain of Lakes.
Fairmont Lakes Foun-

dation, Inc. also continues 
to work on a long range 
goal of establishing a “carp 
abatement plan.” Under 
the advisement of the DNR, 
we began implementing 
that plan by purchasing 
and stocking roughly 3,000 
bluegills in George Lake, 
Sisseton Lake, and Amber 
Lake. These lakes were se-
lected, as it was determined 
that they had the most de-
sirable habitat to support 
the stocking. This project 
should aid in carp abate-
ment by providing a “preda-
tor source” that will eat vast 
amounts of carp eggs.

Through survey data 
compiled by the DNR, it 
shows that our Northern 
Pike population has dwin-
dled to the point that it no 

longer serves as an effec-
tive predator on the top 
end of the lakes food chain.  
The DNR is considering 
introducing Muskellunge 
(Muskies) to our Chain of 
Lakes to replace the much- 
needed predator. This has 
created mixed reactions 

from various sources.  
While the DNR proposal 

comes from studying our 
specific needs in this reser-
voir, they have data which 
supports the need for and 
the potential success of 
stocking muskies. First of 
all, data shows that our res-
ervoir houses an estimated 
900 pounds of rough fish 
(carp, sheepshead, etc.) per 
acre of water.  Secondly, 
the fear of muskies com-
ing in and destroying our 
game fish population, is 
unfounded. Statistics show 
that muskies successfully 
co-exist with game fish 
populations and enhance 
rather than destroy the 
health of these populations.  
Locally, they are able to pro-
vide supportive data from 
the Fox Lake reservoir.

If we are successful in 

receiving muskies in our 
reservoir, the target date 
for stocking is the fall of 
2016.  With the numbers 
proposed for stocking, it 
would take approximately 
5-10 years for them to be-
come a predator source 
capable of having an im-
pact on the rough fish in 
our lakes.

Fairmont Lakes Foun-
dation, Inc. is also trying to 
re-establish native aquatic 
vegetation in our lakes in 
an effort to assist in im-
proving the water qual-
ity in our reservoir. Rough 
fish are counter produc-
tive to that effort. So is the 
fear expressed by many 
that if native aquatic veg-
etation is allowed to take 
hold it will destroy recre-
ational boating.  With the 
shape of our reservoir and 
water clarity of 12”-14”, it 
would be difficult if not 
impossible for sunlight to 
penetrate deep enough 
to germinate seeds more 
than 50 feet from shore. 
This does, however, pres-
ent a point of personal 
preference for lakeshore 
owners as to whether or 
not they wish to partici-
pate in any attempt to en-
hance water clarity in our 
lakes.  By bringing back 
our native aquatic veg-
etation, we would also be 
improving habitat for our 
fish.

We have often stated 
that the role of Fairmont 
Lakes Foundation, Inc. is 
to be considered a “work 
in progress.”  That work 
will see us continue to 
strive to maintain, en-
hance, and protect the wa-
ters of our lakes.

Create a natural shoreline and 
protect our Lakes.

A natural shoreline will protect the bank from erosion, catch and 
filter runoff from the yard, provide shade over shallow water, create 
habitat, and add beauty. Because of these benefits, natural 
shorelines reduce nutrient pollution and algae blooms in your lake 
too!
Creating a natural shoreline doesn’t mean cutting out recreational 
uses or a view from the deck, but it does mean that you’ll 
intentionally decide how and where you should increase the number 
of trees, shrubs, grasses, and flowers on your lot. 

by Doug Hartke

The Southern Minnesota 
chapter of Ducks Unlim-
ited, located in Sherburn 
has been awarded with the 
2015 #2 ranking in terms of 
fundraising dollars, for the 
state of Minnesota. South-
ern Minnesota DU again led 
the entire southern region 
of chapters in fundrais-
ing and numbers of spon-
sor memberships. In 2015, 
the chapter had 147 Spon-
sors and are trying to break 
their own state record with 

a recruiting effort going on 
now until their March 19th 
Spring Event.

Volunteers for the chap-
ter, hosted five fundraising 
events throughout the cal-
endar year, including an an-
nual dinner event that will 
be held on March 19th this 
year, a sponsor event, and a 
Greenwing event for youth 
under the age of 17.  The 
chapter also partnered with 

Southern MN DU, #2 in State
of Minnesota for Fundraising

local high school trap teams 
to raise money for both 
conservation and youth 
shooting. 

Ducks Unlimited is a 
non-profit that leads the 
world in wetlands conser-
vation. All Ducks Unlimited 
chapters are led by volun-
teers that have a passion 
for leaving the landscape in 
better condition for the next 
generation of hunters and 
conservationists. 

Funds raised by all 
Ducks Unlimited chapters 
are used for wetlands con-

servation in Minnesota and 
across North America. Last 
year Ducks Unlimited de-
livered over 40,000 acres of 
habitat conservation work 
in Minnesota and hundreds 
of thousands of acres across 
North America.

For information on be-
coming a DU volunteer in 
the Sherburn area, please 
contact Doug Hartke at 
(507) 236-1700.
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County Water Plan and Wetland Conservation Act
by Rich Perrine

Martin SWCD contin-
ues to administer the Mar-
tin County Local Water 
Plan and the Minnesota 
Wetland Conservation 
Act, a role delegated to 
the District by the Martin 
County Board of Commis-
sioners.

On November 3rd, 2015 
The County Board passed 
a resolution to update the 
Martin County Water Plan. 
The current plan was writ-
ten in 2006 and updated in 
2011. The new plan will be 
organized by watershed 
to help transition to the 
new “One Watershed One 
Plan” approach that is in 
the works for the future of 
water planning. Our plan 
includes parts of the Blue 
Earth, the Watonwan and 
the Des Moines River Wa-
tersheds. The transition to 
One Watershed One Plan 
is expected to happen over 
a period of years, begin-
ning with the Watonwan 
River Watershed which 
drains the northern part 
of the county, basically the 
land north of Elm Creek 
that does not drain into 
Elm Creek.

The water plan is not a 
regulatory document, but 
rather includes recom-
mendations and actions 
that are needed to manage 
water in order to maintain 

or improve water quality 
and address water quantity 
issues.

The Water Plan, meeting 
minutes, and agenda for the 
next meeting can be found 
on the Web:  www.mar-
tinswcd.net  or the county 
site:  www.co.martin.mn.us 

Please contact the Mar-
tin SWCD office with any 
priority concerns or is-
sues you feel should be ad-
dressed in the new water 
plan. The current plan rec-
ommends a 200 foot mini-
mum buffer adjacent to 
water bodies regardless of 
land use. It recognizes the 
need to restore native habi-
tat while installing practices 
to protect water quality and 
manage water quantity. 

With a lack of funding 
through the RIM program, 
CRP and land acquisitions 
by DNR for habitat restora-
tions have been the primary 
tools to implement water 
plan activities again last 
year. There are plans for a 
RIM and CREP signup this 
year which would allow for 
some additional options for 
landowners.

The Environment and 
Natural Resources Trust 
Fund has provided fund-
ing as recommended by the 
Legislative Citizen Com-
mission on Minnesota Re-
sources for two projects in 
Martin County. One in 2014 
applied for by the Fox Lake 

Conservation League con-
tinues to work toward the 
purchase of a prairie rem-
nant in Cedar Township. 
Another project submitted 
by Martin SWCD and fund-
ed in 2015 is restoring na-
tive habitat in selected loca-
tions in 13 counties. Both of 
these projects are helping to 
implement the water plan. 

The current water plan 
does not include methods 
to prioritize areas for setting 
land aside for conserva-
tion purposes. That process 
needs to be developed. 

A Comprehensive Wet-
land Protection and Man-
agement Plan was complet-
ed in 2002. That plan was 
never adopted for inclusion 
in the water plan. The wet-
land plan needs to be up-
dated and included in the 
water plan or added as an 
addendum.

Wellhead protection 
continues to be a major fo-
cus for the cities in Martin 
County. Working with the 
MN Department of Health 
local cities have updated 
their Wellhead Protection 
Plans for their public water 
systems and are beginning 
to implement those plans.

While water plan activi-
ties are generally voluntary, 
allowing projects to utilize 
many sources of funding to 
accomplish multiple objec-
tives, The Minnesota Wet-
land Conservation Act is 

regulatory legislation that 
has been regulating wetland 
activity since its passage in 
1991. Remember, wetlands 
are simply wet land. They 
do not need to grow cattails, 
and may only be wet for a 
short period in the spring or 
after heavy rains. 

Please contact the Mar-
tin SWCD office prior to 
working in an area you 
suspect may be a wetland. 
Avoiding or minimizing 
impacts to wetlands is the 
intent of the law. Draining, 
filling or altering a wet-
land in any way are often 
regulated activities. An ap-
proved plan will be needed 

before work should begin. 
Purchasing credits from the 
wetland bank held by the 
MN BWSR is one method 
that can be used to replace 
wetland impacts. Wheth-
er restoring a wetland for 
banking or using banking 
credits to replace drain-
age project impacts, a plan 
needs to be developed and 
approved before either ac-
tivity can be started. 

There are very few wet-
land credits available in 
Martin County, and since it 
is a priority to replace wet-
lands within the same wa-
tershed where the impacts 
occur, we are currently 

working with landown-
ers in the Des Moines and 
Blue Earth River Water-
sheds to restore wetlands 
that will provide credits for 
local use.  

And always be SAFE! 
Call Gopher One before 
you dig:  1-800-252-1166.

A Big Thanks goes out 
to the Fox Lake Conserva-
tion League again this year 
for the project support and 
matching funding needed 
to implement water plan 
activities. The funding of 
the ATV for project work 
will be a tremendous help 
in the field for SWCD staff.

We believe strong agricultural 
partnerships strengthen 
our personal connections, 
neighborhoods, schools, and 
cities. 

These partnerships are the 
foundation of our success, and 
the strong ties we work toward 
only make a better experience 
for all of us.

Experience Community

BankMidwest.com • Member FDIC
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HEAVY DUTY INDUSTRIAL TRAILERS

Couplers, Jacks,

Wiring, Lights,

Brakes, Axles,

Welding Repairs,

Tires

Everything From the Coupler to the Bumper

Trailer Service & Repair
D.O.T. Certifi ed Inspections

Redi Haul Trailers
1205 N. Dewey St. PO Box 803
Fairmont, MN 56031
(507) 238-4231
www.redihaul.com

RH1026DT

Your Local 
Dealer

by Greg Johanson

Beginning in the mid 
1970’s, the Martin County 
Soil and Water Conserva-
tion District has set aside 
one day in the fall for all 
5th grade students in our 
county.  This day is used 
to help the students learn 
about our environment and 
its surroundings.  The event 
includes three 20 minute 
learning stations, followed 
by the University of Min-
nesota Raptor Center.  The 
stations this past year in-

Environmental Awareness Day
clude the DNR fisheries, a 
working watershed model 
and the native prairie. A 
one hour presentation from 
the Raptor Center is always 
a big hit with the students 
as well.  This past year, En-
vironmental Awareness 

Day was held on September 
15th, 2015 at the Heritage 
Acres learning center.  Heri-
tage Acres provides a great 
setting for both indoor and 
outdoor presentations, as 
well as a look into agricul-
ture’s past. 

Doug Hartke and Ashley Brenke
with the new ATV. 

Deb Mosloski was the 
Martin County SWCD Out-
standing Conservationist 
of the Year award winner in 
2015.  

Deb was the Martin 
County Drainage Adminis-
trator for many years, and 
was instrumental in lead-
ing the County through the 
redetermination of benefits 
process on public drainage 
systems.  

Deb has been a spokes-
person representing Martin 
County for redetermina-
tion of benefits throughout 
the state of Minnesota.  She 
has spoken to many groups 
about the benefits of re-
determinations, and buf-
fer strips. Deb’s excellent 
working relationship with 
agriculture, conservation 
groups, and all agencies in-

Outstanding Conservationist Award

volved with drainage, was 
the reason for her nomina-

tion.  Congratulations Deb! 



Stihl Chain Saw
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•Chain
Sharpening
• Clothing

• Oil

STOP IN & CHECK OUT OUR FULL 
LINE OF STIHL CHAINSAWS

SALES • SERVICE • PARTS • ACCESSORIES

a
$42995

Stihl Leaf Blower

$16995

MS291-18

BG56CE

For Stihl service, stop in or call Doug today!
napaautofairmont.stihldealer.net

OF FAIRMONT

1225 E. Blue Earth Avenue
235-3388 • napastargroup.com

WATCH FOR

NAPA GOLD
FILTER
SALE

LD

MARCH 10TH-24TH!

111 GUIDE STREET NORTH    WELCOME, MN 56181 507-728-8251
Member 

FDIC
The Martin County Agricultural Best Management Practices Loan Program, administered by the MN Department of Agriculture, was 
created by the 1994 Minnesota Legislature and is funded with federal Environmental Protection Agency money. Applicants should 
call the SWCD/NRCS of ce at 235-6680 to make an appointment.

LOW-RATE AG LOANS

FOR IMPROVING WATER QUALITY!
3.00%

Welcome State Bank is pleased to be chosen by Martin 
County as the only local lender for minimum interest 
loans for your efforts to improve water quality through:

 ❏ Erosion Control Practices
 ❏ Conservation Tillage Equipment
 ❏ Animal Manure Management Practices

(Certain technical and  nancial requirements apply.)

Pick up an 

application 

packet at the 

Martin County 

Soil & Water 

Conservation 

District Of ce: 

923 N. State St.,  

Fairmont, MN 

56031

It’s Time To Start Planning...

www.borchardtagency.com

Jay Burmeister

 WORKING TOGETHER WE PROTECT OUR OWN

BORCHARDT INSURANCE
1245 Hwy. 15 South, Fairmont, MN

Phone: 238-4754 or 1-800-823-2879

To get ahead in farming requires 
planning and a lot of luck! You 
must decide which crop to plant,
what machinery to buy and when 
to sell your crop or livestock.

Perhaps the most important 
decision you make is how 
to insure your farming operation.

Call us today for assistance with your
farm insurance coverages - from people
you trust.

Welcome Insurance Agency
Phone 728-8888

111 Guide St. North, Welcome, MN
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by Dustin Benes

Aquatic invasive species 
are plants or animals that 
are not native to Minnesota 
and cause economic, envi-
ronmental harm, or harm 
to human health.  Minne-
sota’s natural resources are 
threatened by a number 
of aquatic invasive spe-
cies such as zebra mussels, 
Eurasian watermilfoil, curly 
leaf pondweed, Bighead 
and Silver Carp, and spiny 
or fishhook water fleas, just 
to name a few.  The Minne-
sota Department of Natural 
Resources works to help 
prevent the spread and pro-
mote the management of 
invasive species. Invasive 
species spread rapidly in 
new areas and lack natu-
ral predators to keep their 
numbers in check.  Once 
an invasive species is in an 
area, it’s almost impossible 
to eradicate them.  About 
5% of Minnesota’s 
more than 11,000 
lakes are on the 
infested waters 
list. As of No-
vember 2015, 
the MN DNR  con-
firmed zebra mussels in 112 
lakes, rivers and wetlands.   

So, why do we care if 
Aquatic Invasive Species 
invade our lakes and rivers?  
Aquatic Invasive Species 
disrupt the local ecotype, 
causing many problems.   

Let’s take zebra mussels 

What are Aquatic Invasive Species?
for example. Zebra mus-
sels get their name from the 
dark stripes on their “D” 
shaped shells. The average 
size is about the size of your 
fingernail, but can grow up 
to two inches. One zebra 
mussel can filter up to one 
liter of water per day, com-
peting with native fish for 
food, hurting the ecosys-
tem.  Young mussels, called 
veligers, are suspended in 
the water column for up to 
two weeks before attach-
ing to a hard surface, giv-
ing them easy access to bait 
buckets, ballast water, or 
live wells. Adult zebra mus-
sels attach to any hard sur-
face and quickly populate 
the area. These small mus-
sels from Eurasia can clog 
water intakes and damage 
equipment by attaching to 
boat motors and hard sur-
faces.  They damage ecosys-
tems by harming fisheries, 
filtering out food for native 

fish, smothering na-
tive mussels and 

crayfish, and lit-
tering beaches 
with their 
sharp shells. 
Zebra mus-

sels spread from Europe to 
the Great Lakes in the con-
taminated ballast water dis-
charge and anchor chains 
from ships.  From there, 
they expanded to the Mis-
sissippi River, its tributaries, 
and to inland lakes. Primar-
ily they spread by attaching 

to boat hulls, aquatic plants, 
fishing equipment, and in 
water.  

What about the aquatic 
invasive plant, Eurasian 
Water Milfoil? This aquatic 
plant can rapidly form thick 
mats in shallow areas of 
lakes and rivers. These mats 
interfere with swimming 
and entangle propellers, 
which effects boating, fish-
ing, and waterfowl hunting. 
Matted milfoil can displace 
native aquatic plants, im-
pacting fish and 
wildlife. Milfoil 
spreads when 
plant pieces 
break off and 
float on wa-
ter currents. It 
can cross land 
to new waters by 
clinging to boats, 
motors, trailers, personal 
watercraft, and fishing gear. 

Another invasive aquatic 
plant to watch for is Curly 
Leaf Pondweed. This plant 
will quickly form dense 
mats at the water surface in 
late spring and early sum-
mer. In late fall it sprouts 
from rhizomes and turions, 
shading out native plants. 
Mats interfere with boating, 
fishing, waterfowl hunting, 
and swimming. Summer 
die-offs can form wind-
rows of decaying plants on 
shore, sometimes followed 
by algae blooms. Curly leaf 
Pondweed displaces native 
plant communities and de-

cay can deplete oxygen lev-
els, leading to fish kills and 
impacts on other aquatic 
life. Our job is to learn to 
identify these plants, in-
spect and remove all visible 
plants from all equipment 
before and after entering a 
body of water.

Bighead and Silver Carp 
are invasive fish spreading 
fast to lakes and rivers.  They 
are filter feeders, feeding on 
plankton and competing 
for food with native mussels 

and fishes. These carp do 
not have stomachs and 
feed almost constantly 
filtering out phytoplank-

ton. They are quickly 
dominating fisheries, 
impacting recreation, 
and commercial fish-
ing. Silver carp have 
been known to leap 

10 feet out of water when 
disturbed by watercraft, in-
juring people on the water. 
Both species were imported 
in the 1970’s from Asia to 
control algae in aquacul-
ture ponds and municipal 
wastewater treatment facil-
ities, but soon escaped dur-
ing floods. They are consid-
ered highly invasive, often 
reach high population den-
sities, and are thought to 
have undesirable effects on 
the environment and native 
species. They are spreading 
fast through the waterways.  
To help prevent the spread 
of these two species, sport 
fishing bait should not be 
harvested on infested wa-
ters and unused bait should 
not be released into water 
bodies. Unused bait should 
be disposed of in the gar-
bage and not released.  

The last invasive spe-
cies is the Spiny and Fish-
hook Water fleas. Both spe-
cies are small predacious 
crustaceans that threaten 
aquatic ecosystems and 
fishing by competing with 
native fish for food and 
fouling gear. Both arrived 
in ships ballast water from 
Eurasia. Anglers often dis-
cover new infestations. 

Both water fleas collect in 
masses on fishing lines and 
downrigger cables. Clumps 
of these look and feel like 
gelatin or cotton batting 
with tiny black dots. They 
can spread to inland waters 
when fishing gear is con-
taminated with egg laden 
females. While females die 
out of water, under certain 
conditions they produce 
eggs that resist drying, re-
main viable, and can es-
tablish a new population. 
Eradicating established in-
festations is impossible.

Minnesota has several 
state laws intended to mini-
mize the introduction and 
spread of invasive species 
in the state.  We need ev-
eryone who enjoys Minne-
sota’s water resources to get 
on board and help stop the 
spread of AIS.  You can help 

prevent the spread of aquat-
ic invasive species by taking 
three steps every time you 
leave a lake or river - wheth-
er or not it’s infested:

Clean all aquatic plants, 
zebra mussels, and other 
invasive species from boats, 
trailers, and water-related 
equipment.

Drain water from your 
boat, ballast tanks, motor, 
live well and bait container. 
Remove drain plugs and 
keep drain plugs out while 
transporting equipment.

Dispose of unwanted 
bait in the trash. To keep 
live bait, drain the water 
and refill the bait container 
with bottled or tap water.  

To learn more about 
Aquatic and Terrestrial In-
vasive Species, go to the 
Minnesota Department of 
Natural Resources website. 

by Greg Johanson

If you are enrolling 
into a conservation pro-
gram such as CRP, RIM 
or you just need to do a 
grass seeding, the Martin 
County SWCD can help 
get you started. We now 
have a new 10 foot grass 
drill for rent, along with a 
no-till six foot drill. These 
drills are great for new wa-
terways, enhancing exist-
ing CRP sites, ditch buffers 
and other soil conserving 
areas. WE also can custom 
seed new sites with our Vi-
con Broadcast seeder. The 
Martin SWCD can also 

SWCD Seeding Program
order the seed that will 
fit your site. If you are in-
terested in renting one of 
our drills, or contracting 
with the SWCD to do cus-
tom seeding, you can stop 
in our office, or call us at 
507-235-6680. Our custom 
rates are as follows:

Drill Rental Rates
• In Martin County: $8/

acre with a $50 minimum
• Out of Martin County: 

$10/acre with $75 mini-
mum

Custom Seeding
• In Martin County: 

$25/acre
• Out of Martin County: 

$30.acre



The Power-V XT has aggressive, fl ared wings with an enhanced curl that shoot snow higher and farther 
than traditional plows. The cutting edge made of Hardox® certifi es professional-grade toughness. 

Because professional-grade is all we know. 

KEY FEATURES:
  Flared Blade Wings
Cutting Edge 

   Made of Hardox ®

SmartLock Cylinders
   for Backdragging

SmartHitch® 2

SmartLight ® 2
SmartTouch® 2
 SmartShield® 

THE POWER-V XT PLOWS:
Steel - 7’6”, 8’2”, 9’2”
Poly - 8’2”, 9’2”

 

MOVE AT THE 
SPEED OF THE 

STORM.  THE FINEST QUALITY PROFESSIONAL
SERIES PLOWS IN THE WORLD!

1201 E. 10th Street, Fairmont
Hours:  Monday-Friday 8 am-5 pm dustin@wiedwelding.com 

507-235-6230 

The 
Ultimate 
Reverse
Osmosis 
System!

Providing 
you with

 fresh 
tasting, 

crystal clear 
water.

24 HOUR
SERVICE:
235-9009

1410 E. Blue Earth Ave., Fairmont, MN
www.dayplumbing.com

Plumbing, 
Heating 
& Cooling

These units are more affordable than bottled
water and in addition, you have the convenience 
of great tasting drinking water at your  ngertips.

Offi ce Hours:
Mon-Fri 7:30 am-5:30 pm;

Sat 8:00 am-Noon

Find buried treasure in
your back yard!

847-3520, 728-8366
or 1-800-321-3520

E-mail: info@federatedrea.coop
Website: www.federatedrea.coop

Hurry - Heat pump
tax incentives expire 

12/31/16!

Your Touchstone Energy® Partner

Box 415
Welcome, MN 56181

Travis Schuett

507-728-8865

Box 415 • Welcome, MN 56181
Travis Schuett • welcomeoil@outlook.com

Full Line 
of Bulk 
Fuel & Oil 
Products
Now Handling 
Hitch Doc Fuel 
Caddies.
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Conservation Reserve Program Continuous Sign-Up
USDA Farm Service 

Agency’s (FSA) Conserva-
tion Reserve Program (CRP) 
is a voluntary program that 
contracts with agricultural 
producers so that environ-
mentally sensitive agricul-
tural land is not farmed or 
ranched, but instead used 
for   conservation benefits. 
CRP participants establish 
long-term,  resource-con-
serving vegetative species, 
such as approved grasses 
or trees (known as “covers”) 
to control soil erosion, im-
prove the water quality and 
enhance wildlife habitat.  In 
return, FSA provides partic-
ipants with rental payments 
and cost-share assistance. 
Continuous sign-up con-
tracts are 10 to 15 years in  
duration.

The Food Security Act of 
1985, as amended, autho-
rized CRP. The program is 
also governed by regula-
tions published in 7 CFR, 
part 1410. The program is 
implemented by FSA on be-
half of USDA’s Commodity 
Credit Corporation. More 
detailed information on 
CRP is available in the FSA 
fact sheet, “Conservation 
Reserve Program” located 
at www.fsa.usda.gov/In-
ternet/FSA_File/2014_crp- 
general.pdf

BENEFITS
CRP protects millions 

of acres of American top-
soil from erosion and is 
designed to safeguard the 
nation’s natural resources.  
By reducing water runoff 
and sedimentation, CRP 
protects groundwater and 
helps improve the condi-
tion of lakes, rivers, ponds, 
and streams. The vegeta-
tive covers also make CRP 

a major contribu- tor to 
increased wildlife popula-
tions in many parts of the 
country.

ADMINISTRATION
FSA administers CRP 

while technical support 
functions are provided by:

• USDA’s Natural Re-
sources Conservation Ser- 
vice (NRCS);

• USDA’s National Insti-
tute of Food and Agricul- 
ture (NIFA);

• State forestry agencies;
• Local soil and water 

conservation  districts;
• Other non-federal pro-

viders of  technical assis-
tance.

CONTINUOUS SIGN-UP
Under  continuous  sign-

up  authority, environmen-
tally sensitive land devoted 
to certain conservation 
practices can be enrolled 
in CRP at any time. Offers 
are automatically  accepted 
provided the land and pro-
ducer meet certain eligibil-
ity requirements. Unlike 
CRP enrollments under 
general sign-up authority, 
offers for continuous sign-
up are not subject to com-
petitive bidding.

The effective date of the 
CRP contract is the first 
day of the month follow-
ing the month of approval. 
In certain circumstances, 
producers may defer the 
effective date for up to six  
months.

If the acreage is cur-
rently under CRP contract 
and is within one year of the 
scheduled expiration date, 
the effective date is Oct. 1st 
following the expiration  
date.

To offer land for con-

tinuous sign-up,  producers 
should contact their local 
FSA office.

ELIGIBLE PRODUCERS
A producer must have 

owned or operated the land 
for at least 12 months prior 
to submitting the offer, un-
less:

• The new owner ac-
quired the land due to the 
previous owner’s death;

• The ownership change 
occurred due to foreclosure 
where the owner exercised 
a timely right of redemption 
in accordance with state 
law or;

• The circumstances of 
the acquisition present ad-
equate assurance to FSA 
that the new owner did not 
acquire the land for the pur-
pose of placing it in CRP.

ELIGIBLE LAND
Land must be cropland 

that is planted or consid-
ered planted to an agricul-
tural commodity four of the 
previous six crop years from 
2008  to 2013, and is physi-
cally and legally capable of 
being planted (no planting 
restrictions due to an ease-
ment or other legally bind-
ing instrument) in a normal 
manner to an agricultural  
commodity.

ELIGIBLE PRACTICES
The land must be eli-

gible and suitable for any of 
the following  conservation 
practices:

• Riparian buffers;
• Wildlife habitat buffers;
• Wetland buffers;
• Filter strips;
• Wetland restoration;
• Grass waterways;
• Shelterbelts;
• Living snow fences;

• Contour grass strips;
• Constructed wetlands;
• Restoration of aquacul-

ture  wetlands;
• Wildlife habitat restora-

tion within approved State 
Areas for Wildlife Enhance-
ment (SAFE) projects;

° The per-acre annual 
rental rate may not exceed 
the calculated rate deter-
mined in advance of enroll-
ment. While continuous 
sign-up acceptance is not 
determined by a competi-
tive offer process,   produc-
ers may elect to receive an 
amount less than the maxi-
mum payment  rate.

• Cost-Share Assistance
° An upfront signing in-

centive payment  (SIP) up to 
$150 per acre. The one-time 
SIP will be made after the 
contract is approved and all 
payment eligibility criteria 
are met  and;

° A practice incentive 
payment (PIP) equal to 40 
percent of the eligible in-
stallation costs for eligible 
participants who enroll 
certain practices. The one- 
time PIP will be issued after 
the practice is installed, eli-
gible costs are verified and 
other payment eligibility 
criteria are met.

MORE INFORMATION
To find more informa-

tion about FSA programs, 
contact your local FSA of-
fice or USDA Service Cen-
ter. To find your local FSA 
county office, visit http://
offices.usda.gov. 

• Salt tolerant vegetation 
or;	  	

•S hallow water areas for  
wildlife.

Land within an Environ-
mental Protection Agency 
(EPA)-designated public 

wellhead area also may be 
eligible for enrollment on a 
continuous  basis.

PAYMENTS
FSA provides CRP con-

tinuous sign-up partici-
pants with annual rental 
payments, including certain 
incentives and cost-share  
assistance:

• Rental Payments
° In return for establish-

ing long-term, resource- 
conserving covers, FSA 
provides annual rental pay-
ments to participants. FSA 
bases rental  rates on the 
relative productivity of the 
soils within each county 
and the average dry-land 
cash rent or cash rent equiv-
alent as  guidelines.

° The per-acre annual 
rental rate may not exceed 
the calculated rate deter-
mined in advance of enroll-
ment. While continuous 
sign-up acceptance is not 
determined by a competi-
tive offer process,   produc-
ers may elect to receive an 
amount less than the maxi-
mum payment  rate.

• Cost-Share Assistance
° An upfront signing in-

centive payment  (SIP) up to 
$150 per acre. The one-time 
SIP will be made after the 

contract is approved and all 
payment eligibility criteria 
are met  and;

° A practice incentive 
payment (PIP) equal to 40 
percent of the eligible in-
stallation costs for eligible 
participants who enroll 
certain practices. The one- 
time PIP will be issued after 
the practice is installed, eli-
gible costs are verified and 
other payment eligibility 
criteria are met.

MORE INFORMATION
To find more informa-

tion about FSA programs, 
contact your local FSA of-
fice or USDA Service Cen-
ter. To find your local FSA 
county office, visit http://
offices.usda.gov.

Stop in at the USDA Ser-
vice Center located at 923 
N. State Street, Fairmont, or 
call 507-235-6661.

USDA is an equal op-
portunity provider and em-
ployer.



BANQUET

BANQUET SPONSORS: Farmers 
State Bank of Dunnell & Trimont, Ormsby 
State Bank, Culligan, Tyson, JBS Swift, 
K&W Electric, RCP Trucking, Altenburg 
Construction, Vita Plus, Valero

MARTIN CO. PORK PRODUCERS BOARD 
OF DIRECTORS: Kevin & Lori Behrens, Angie 
Toothaker, Randy Schneider, Jody Franck, Taylor 
Ask, Jeanine Fowler, Tom & Karen Kneeland, 
Kim Steuber, Leland Leichtnam, Mike Lopau, 
Jordan Meyer, Brett Meyeraan, Dan Helvig, Brad 
Krusemark, Dianne Bettin, Brent Rohlk, Guy 
Rudolph, Chase & Summer Stahl, Chris Carlson, 
Layne Ebeling,Kristeena Patsche, Josh Grotzinger, 
Joanne Schmidt

Monday March, 28
5:30 - Social; 6:30 - Meal

Fairmont Knights
of Columbus Hall

Pork Loin donated by JBS 
Swift and prepared by

The Martin County Pork 
Producers! Sides Prepared 

by HyVee Catering

$13Admission:
Admission $15 after March 23

★ REGISTER ★
for Many

Door Prizes

Don’t forget to renew your 2016
Pork Producer Membership

Producer Members:
1 year/$10 or 3 years/$25

Associate Members: $20
The ticket table will be set up at 5:45 
and the meal will be served at 6:30.

Reserve tickets by calling
 Jody Franck: (507) 236-0774

• Pork Certifi cates
• Grilling Events for

Multiple People
• And More!

®

STOCK UP 
AND SAVE BIG!

1205 Bixby Road
Fairmont, MN
507.235.3358 
800.813.8300

10% Discounts

Now through 

March 31, 2016!

 “First Farmers & Merchants
   believes in you!”

 114 South Park Street • Fairmont, MN
 (507) 235-5556 • www.ffmbank.com  Michael Laue and Dan Hilgendorf, Ag and Commercial Loan Officers

 At First Farmers and Merchants Bank, Michael Laue 
 and Dan Hilgendorf are skilled professionals in 
 agricultural and commercial lending.

 Michael and Dan put a high priority on helping 
 farmers and businesses that support them become 
 successful. You can trust them to help with your 
 business and financial planning. They understand 
 farming and are committed to helping you succeed.
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Conservation Reserve Program, 49th General Enrollment Period Now Through February 26, 2016
USDA’s Farm Service 

Agency (FSA) will conduct 
a Conservation Reserve 
Program (CRP) general en-
rollment period from De-
cember 1st, 2015, through 
February 26th, 2016.

CRP is a federally-fund-
ed voluntary program that 
contracts with agricultural 
producers so that environ-
mentally sensitive agricul-
tural land is not farmed or 
ranched, but instead used 
for conservation benefits. 
CRP participants establish 
long-term, resource-con-
serving plant species, such 
as approved grasses or trees 
(known as “covers”) to con-
trol soil erosion, improve 
water quality and develop 
wildlife habitat. In return, 
FSA provides participants 
with rental payments and 
cost-share assistance. Con-
tract duration is between 
10 and 15 years. Accepted 
contracts for the 49th CRP 
enrollment period will be-
gin October 1st, 2016.

In its 30th year, CRP is 
authorized by the Food Se-
curity Act of 1985 and was 
reauthorized by the Agri-
cultural Act of 2014 (the 
2014 Farm Bill). FSA ad-
ministers CRP, while other 
USDA agencies and part-
ners provide technical sup-
port. More detailed infor-
mation on CRP is available 
in the FSA fact sheet, “Con-
servation Reserve Program.

SUBMITTING CRP
OFFERS

Land that is not cur-
rently enrolled in CRP may 

be offered for enrollment 
during the 49th CRP gen-
eral enrollment period. In 
addition, CRP participants 
with contracts expiring on 
September 30th, 2016, may 
submit offers.

To submit CRP offers, 
producers must visit their 
local FSA office. FSA will ac-
cept offers only during the 
enrollment period. To find a 
local FSA office, visit http://
offices.usda.gov.

 
ELIGIBLE

PRODUCERS
To be eligible for CRP en-

rollment, a producer must 
have owned or operated the 
land for at least 12 months 
prior to the end of this CRP 
enrollment period, unless:

• The new owner ac-
quired the land due to the 
previous owner’s death;

• The ownership change 
occurred due to foreclosure 
where the owner exercised 
a timely right of redemption 
in accordance with state 
law or;

• The circumstance of 
the acquisition presents 
adequate assurance to FSA 
that the new owner did not 
acquire the land for the pur-
pose of placing it in CRP.

ELIGIBLE LAND
To be eligible for the CRP 

general enrollment period, 
land must be cropland (in-
cluding field margins) that 
is planted, or considered 
planted, to an agricultural 
commodity four of the six 
crop years from 2008 to 

2013, and be physically 
and legally capable of be-
ing planted (no planting 
restrictions due to an ease-
ment or other legally bind-
ing instrument) in a normal 
manner to an agricultural 
commodity. Alfalfa or other 
multiyear grasses and le-
gumes grown in a rotation 
not to exceed 12 years may 
be eligible for the 49th CRP 
enrollment period.

ADDITIONAL
CROPLAND

REQUIREMENTS
In addition to the eligible 

land requirements for the 
CRP general enrollment pe-
riod, cropland must meet 
one of the following criteria:

• Have a weighted aver-
age erosion index of eight or 
higher;

• Be expiring CRP acres 
or;

• Be located in a national 
or state CRP conservation 
priority area.

CRP PAYMENTS
FSA provides those ap-

plicants who are selected 
for the 49th CRP general 
enrollment with annual 
rental payments, including 
certain incentive payments 
and cost-share assistance.

• Rental Payments
In return for establish-

ing long-term, resource- 
conserving covers, FSA 
provides rental payments 
to participants. FSA bases 
rental rates on the relative 
productivity of the soils 
within each county and the 

average dryland cash rent. 
County office staff working 
with the producer will cal-
culate the maximum CRP 
rental rate for each offer pri-
or to enrollment. Producers 
may offer land below the 
rate to increase the likeli-
hood that their offer will be 
accepted.

• Cost-Share Assistance
FSA provides cost-share 

assistance to participants 
who establish approved 
cover on eligible cropland. 
The cost-share assistance 
cannot exceed 50 percent of 
the participant’s costs to es-
tablish approved practices.

RANKING CRP OFFERS
FSA will rank offers for 

the 49th CRP general en-
rollment period according 
to the Environmental Bene-
fits Index (EBI). FSA collects 
data (primarily based on 
location, soils information 
and selected conservation 
practice) and determines 
the environmental indices 
for the land offered.

FSA ranks each eligible 
offer in comparison to all 
other offers and selects 

from that ranking. After the 
enrollment period ends, the 
Secretary of Agriculture will 
decide where to make the 
EBI cutoff. Those who have 
met previous EBI thresh-
olds are not guaranteed a 
contract under this enroll-
ment period. Producers 
may consult with local FSA 
and Natural Resource Con-
servation (NRCS) staff on 
how to maximize EBI points 
and increase the likelihood 
that their offer will be ac-
cepted.

More information on 
EBI for the 49th CRP enroll-
ment period is available by 
reading the FSA fact sheet, 
“Conservation Reserve Pro-
gram Enrollment 49, Envi-
ronmental Benefits Index.”

CRP CONTINUOUS
ENROLLMENT

In addition to the 49th 
CRP general enrollment 
period, producers at any 
time can participate in CRP 
continuous enrollment pe-
riod, in which producers 
can enroll the most envi-
ronmentally sensitive land. 
More information on CRP 

continuous enrollment is 
available in the FSA fact 
sheet, “Conservation Re-
serve Program Continuous 
Sign-Up” located at http://
www.fsa.usda.gov/Assets/
USDA-FSA- Public/us-
dafiles/FactSheets/2015/
crp_continu- ous_sign_up_
november_2015.pdf.

FOR MORE
INFORMATION

This fact sheet is for 
informational purposes; 
other restrictions may ap-
ply. Consult your local FSA 
office for details. For more 
information on CRP, visit 
FSA’s website at www.fsa.
usda.gov/crp or contact 
your local FSA office. To 
find the nearest FSA office, 
visit http://offices.usda.gov.

Stop in at the USDA Ser-
vice Center located at 923 
N. State Street, Fairmont, or 
call 507-235-6661.

USDA is an equal op-
portunity provider and em-
ployer.

The Martin County 
Board of Commission-
ers adopted a resolution 
on November 3rd, 2015 
requiring the update and 
revision of the Martin 
County Comprehensive 
Local Water Management 
Plan, as authorized under 
the Comprehensive Lo-
cal Water Management 
Act, Minnesota Statutes, 
§103B.301. This plan will 
focus on the priority water 
management concerns.

The County invites all 
recipients of this notice to 

Notice of Decision to Revise and Update the
Comprehensive Local Water Management Plan

submit water management 
issues they feel the plan 
should address. Also, please 
submit any water and re-
lated land resources plans 
and official controls so that 
these items can be reviewed 
to ensure consistency with 
the Comprehensive Local 
Water Management Plan.

Please submit issues and 
direct comments and inqui-
ries by March 1st, 2016, to:

Rich Perrine	
Water Planner
Martin SWCD	

923 North State St, Suite 
110		

Fairmont, MN 56031

or
 call him at: 507-235-

6680	

or 
via email: richard.per-

rine@mn.nacdnet.net

or
Come to the Martin 

SWCD Open House and 
fill out a comment card.



914 N. State St. • Fairmont, MN • 507-238-1393
www.olsonrental.com

LP GAS

OLSON RENTAL
YOUR FLOOR SANDING HEADQUARTERS

DRUM SANDING EQUIPMENT
8” Drum - No

chance of gouging
Easy Off- Easy On

self tightening

ELECTRICAL
ORBITAL FLOOR 

SANDER
•Excellent “between 

coats” system

•Designed especially
for fi ne fi nishing

of hardwood
fl oors

•12”x18” sanding
pad size

RENTAL ITEMS TO COMPLETE
THAT HARDWOOD FLOOR

REFINISHING PROJECT

8”
Drum

Sander

–NEW ITEM–

DUSTLESS ELECTRIC
DRYWALL SANDER

Wood
Floor
Edger

1500-2000 rpm
13’ long vacuum hose

THTTTTTT AT HARDW
REFINISHIN

8”
Drum

Sander

Hardwood
Floor

Nailers Also
Available

410 E. Blue Earth Ave. • Fairmont  507-235-5800

AUTO REPAIR & TOWING

Tires for All Vehicles &
Conditions at Prices

You Deserve!

• Tune Ups
• Struts & Shocks

• Oil Changes
• Brakes

• Batteries
• Tire Repairs

• Computer Diagnostics
• Check Engine Light
• 3D Image Wheel

Alignment
• All Minor Repairs

For All Your
Automotive Repairs

•Full Service
•Starting

•Wheel Lift & Flatbed
Towing

•Local & Long
Distance Wreck

Recovery

Approved
Auto Repair

SERVING YOU SINCE 1984
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The Minnesota Ag-
ricultural Water Qual-
ity Certification Program 
(MAWQCP) is a voluntary 
opportunity for farmers 
and agricultural landown-
ers to take the lead in im-
plementing conservation 
practices that protect our 
water. Those who imple-
ment and maintain ap-
proved farm management 
practices will be certified 
and in turn obtain regula-
tory certainty for a period 
of ten years. This program 
addresses concerns about 
the changing regulatory 
requirements from multi-
ple state and federal agen-
cies. Certainty is a com-
mitment provided by the 
Minnesota Department of 
Agriculture, the Minneso-
ta Board of Water and Soil 
Resources, the Minnesota 
Department of Natural 
Resources, and the Min-
nesota Pollution Control 
Agency. 

Efforts to expand the 
program statewide began 
in July 2015—prior to the 
statewide expansion, the 
program was piloted in 
four sub-watersheds—and 
the program has been met 
with strong support from 
both producers and local 
stakeholders. 

THE PROCESS
Agricultural operations 

and landowners seeking 
certification undergo a 
three step process, with 
local conservation profes-
sionals assisting farmers 
throughout the certifica-
tion process. Financial and 
technical assistance is also 
available for producers to 
mitigate their risks to wa-
ter quality.

Step 1 – Application: 

Agricultural Water Quality Certification Program
The first step is for farm-
ers to fill out an application 
and to self-verify they are 
in compliance with existing 
Minnesota laws and regula-
tions related to water qual-
ity. 

Step 2 – Assessment: 
Next, farmers undergo a 
field by field, whole farm as-
sessment of their operation 

using the MAWQCP’s online 
assessment tool. The assess-
ment tool evaluates: physi-
cal field characteristics, nu-
trient management factors, 
tillage management factors, 
pest management factors, 
irrigation and tile drainage 
management, and conser-
vation management. 

Step 3 – Verification: The 
last step in certification is an 
on-farm field verification 
with a MAWQCP-licensed 
certifier. This visit allows the 
producer and certifier to go 
through the operation on a 
field-by-field basis, identify-
ing and discussing any wa-
ter quality issues not identi-
fied in the assessment. 

PARTNERING TO
DELIVER CONSERVATION

Conservation is de-
livered best at the local 
level and unique to the 
MAWQCP is its partnership 

with Minnesota’s 91 Soil 
and Water Conservation 
Districts (SWCDs). From 
its outset, the MAWQCP 
has prioritized working 
with the SWCDs in design-
ing and implementing the 
certification program. The 
SWCDs play an integral 
role in recruiting, assess-
ing and certifying farms. 
A promotion grant offered 

to SWCDs to recruit new 
applicants should yield at 
least 500 applications by 
the end of FY2016, adding 
to the nearly 300 applica-
tions already signed by 
producers. 

In addition to Minne-
sota’s SWCDs, the USDA 
Natural Resources Con-
servation Service (NRCS) 
has been an instrumental 
partner in developing and 
delivering the MAWQCP. 
The partnership model 
allows producers stream-
lined access to the suite 
of services provided by 
each agency, including 
technical and financial as-
sistance for conservation 
from the NRCS.  

To date, 80 farms total-
ing 46,168 acres have been 
certified in the State of 
Minnesota with 199 new 
conservation practices 
implemented.

mda.state.mn.us/awqcp

by Linda Meschke
Rural Advantage

Cover crops are becom-
ing a more stable conserva-
tion practice in farm fields 
across the corn belt. The 
2012 US Census of Agri-
culture, the first year cover 
crops were measured, re-
ported 10.3 million acres of 
cover crops planted in the 
United States in 2012. In 
the Midwest, the majority 
of cover crops are planted 
in the states one tier below 
Minnesota including Iowa, 
Illinois, Indiana and Ohio.  
Minnesota’s climate is a lit-
tle bit further north and will 
need continued research 
to establish stable manage-
ment schemes for cover 
crops in corn/soybean sys-
tems. Given that, there are a 
significant number of farm-
ers in southern Minnesota 
who are trying a variety of 
cover crops and getting 
them to work in their sys-
tems.  

Cover crops are man-

Cover Crop Progress
aged in a variety of ways, 
but one method is to aerial 
apply cereal rye around 
September 1st when the 
lower leaves of soybeans 
start to yellow.  The rye will 
have enough moisture to 
germinated and grow into 
the fall, including after har-
vest. Cereal rye will die off 
with the frost and the re-
emerge in the spring.  Just 
prior to spring seeding of 

your corn or soybeans, the 
rye is terminated. The rye 
provides critical soil pro-
tection in fall and spring. In 
addition, cover crops add 
carbon, increases microbial 
bacteria, reduces compac-
tion, helps control certain 
weeds, scavenges nitrogen 
and increases deep rooting.

In 2012, 2013 and 2014, 

the North Central Region 
Sustainable Agricultural 
Research (NCR SARE) and 
Education and the Con-
servation Technology In-
formation Center (CTIC) 
surveyed over 1,900 farmers 
who were using cover crops 
in the Midwest.  The results 
of the survey were very 
positive toward cover crop 
usage.  The most cited result 
was that yield increase was 

statistically significant. 
Farmers participating 

in the survey were asked 
to identify up to three ben-
efits they want from cover 
crops. Survey results are 
shown below. To read the 
full report can access it 
at: www.ctic.org/media/
CoverCrops/CTIC_04_Cov-
er_Crops_report.pdf.

Desired Cover Crop Benefits - Cover Crop User - 2013-14

Summary of percentage yield increase
for years 2012 to 2014

Crop Year		  Corn 	 Soybean
2012		  9.6%	 11.6%
2013		  3.1%	 4.3%
2014		  2.1%	 4.2%



TIRE & AUTOMOTIVE SERVICE · 950 N. STATE ST., FAIRMONT

GRAHAM TIRE...
Your Farm Tire Store

Next Door

ON FARM & TIRE  SERVICE AFTER HOURS: 507- 235-6638
www.grahamtire.net

GOODYEAR. AS AMERICAN AS FARMING!
HUNTER ALIGNMENT SYSTEM

FOR BIG RIGS
Protect What 

Matters

800-445-4118
www.NuWayCoop.com

Duane Rosburg, Owner • Welcome, MN

Call now to get your project scheduled!

507-728-8608
• Land Leveling
• Waterways
• Tree Removal
• Tile Repairs

• Wetland Restoration
• Road Rebuilding
• Clean Drainage 
 Ditches
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by Ashley Brenke

The mission of Martin 
SWCD is to assist land us-
ers of Martin County in ef-
ficiently utilizing the soil 
and water resources in 
our county. This is accom-
plished in large part due to 
our partnerships with Fed-
eral, State, and Local agen-
cies, as well as with local 
Conservation Organiza-
tions. By working with a 
diverse group of partners, 
we are able to make our 
grant funds go further to 
implement projects such 
as grassed waterways, field 
windbreaks, or conserva-
tion easements. 

One of the projects 
we’re working on is the 
watershed approach in 
the East Fork Des Moines 
River Watershed, which 
started in 2014. The wa-
tershed approach is a 10-
year cycle that will occur 
in each of Minnesota’s 81 

major watersheds to eval-
uate water conditions, es-
tablish priorities and goals 
for improvement, and take 

Martin SWCD District Manager Report
actions designed to restore 
or protect water quality. 
The Minnesota Clean Wa-
ter Fund provides a 
significant share of 
the funding for this 
program. We will be 
holding meetings 
in the East Fork Des 
Moines River Wa-
tershed in March 
to talk about what 
the monitoring has 
shown and also to 
discuss ways we 
can protect and restore the 
watershed. If you live in the 
southwest part of the Coun-
ty, give us a call to talk about 
the watershed!

On November 4th, 2008, 
Minnesota voters approved 
the Clean Water, Land & 
Legacy Amendment to the 
constitution to: 

• protect drinking water 
sources; 

• protect, enhance, and 
restore wetlands, prairies, 
forests, and fish, game, and 

wildlife habi-
tat; 

• preserve 
arts and cul-
tural heritage; 

• support 
parks and 
trails; 

• and pro-
tect, enhance, 

and restore lakes, rivers, 
streams, and groundwater.

The Amendment in-
creases the sales and use 

tax rate by three-eighths 
of one percent on tax-
able sales, starting July 

1st, 2009, continu-
ing through 2034. 
Those dollars are 
dedicated to four 
funds: Outdoor 
Heritage Fund, 
Clean Water Fund, 
Parks and Trails 
Fund, and Arts and 
Cultural Heritage 
Fund. 

Right now, 
Martin SWCD has funds 
from both the Clean Water 
Fund and State Cost Share 
to offset the cost of seal-
ing abandoned wells. We 
can provide 50% cost share 
up to $1,000 for sealing 
abandoned wells. The Dis-
trict also has a Clean Wa-
ter Fund grant right now 
for saturated buffers and 
treatment wetlands. These 
conservation practices 
leave a small footprint at 
the edge of a field and are 
great for removing excess 
nutrients and sediment 
from tiles. 

If you are interested 
in learning more about a 
conservation program or 
would like Martin SWCD 
to look at a potential con-
servation project, please 
call us at 507-235-6680 or 
stop by our office at 923 
North State Street, Suite 
110 in Fairmont.

The Pasque flower is the 
first flower to appear on 
the prairie. Observing the 
Pasque flowers in bloom, 
the first color to appear 
on a drab late winter land-
scape, is often referred to 
as the “First Rite of Spring”. 
Even before grass turns 
green and often with snow 
still lingering, the Pasque 
flowers brighten the color-
less landscape, pushing up 
a fuzzy stem and bud. The 
pale lavender-blue blos-

soms open just as their 
leaves begin to appear. At 
about the same time, Spring 
Ephemerals like Bloodroot 
and Trilliums are starting to 
add color to our native for-

First rite of Spring
ests around the lakes.

Contact Martin SWCD at 
507-235-6680 if you would 
like to be put on a contact 
list to participate in a guid-
ed walk to see the first wild-
flowers as they emerge from 
another winter’s rest. We 
start checking in March, but 
have a target date of April 
11th, 2015 for a hike to a 
Martin County native prai-
rie where the Pasque flow-
ers have welcomed spring 
visitors for centuries.  

by Darwin Roberts

Land Stewardship for 
landowners and operators 
is an on-going challenge, 
and for us in production 
agriculture, we strive to 
improve soil health and 
water quality, as it’s our 
livelihood. In so doing, we 
produce the most economi-
cal food, fiber, and energy 
in the world. As the world 
population grows and qual-
ity farmland acres decline, 
everyone must rely on in-
novation, research, and ed-
ucation in all areas of land 
usage. Various enhance-
ments to crop yields, usage 
of BMP’s, and continued 
improvement of nutrient 
application need to occur. 
However, the consumer 
along with environmen-
tal concerns must always 
remain the primary focus. 
Regulatory mandates often 
times create hardships and 
unjustified outcomes in 
these efforts. 

The past three terms 
serving as a Martin SWCD 
Supervisor has expanded 
my knowledge and appre-
ciation of the many State 
and Federal Agencies work-
ing in collaboration of con-
servation and water quality 
programs. Improvements in 
water management, wildlife 
habitat, nutrient retention, 
upland water storage with 
tile drainage control struc-
tures, saturated buffers 

along streambanks, verti-
cal side inlets, woodchip 
bioreactors, CRP, biomass 
production, cover crops, 
soil erosion, and stream-
bank restoration are only a 
few of the BMP’s available 
to ag producers. Assistance 
and technical support are 

provided by the University 
of Minnesota, Minnesota 
Department of Agriculture, 
DNR, BWSR, NRCS, and 
Martin SWCD for these 
practices.   Continued re-
search by these institutions 
and organizations help to 
provide education and en-
hancements to many envi-
ronmental concerns.

For recognition of land/
soil management and pro-
tection of water resources, 
the National Association 
of Conservation Districts 
(NACD) recently selected 
me as a Soil Health Cham-
pion. This nonprofit organi-
zation is headquartered in 
Washington DC, consisting 
of 3,000 Districts and 17,000 

men and women serving on 
governing boards across the 
US (www.nacdnet.org). It 
began by President Roos-
evelt in 1937 as an outcome 
of the 1930’s Dust Bowl. Soil 
Health Champions Net-
work is a new nationwide 
program that requires vol-
untary three-year commit-
ment to provide outreach 
efforts in conservation or 
natural resources by host-
ing field days with demon-
strations, giving talks, and 
sharing experiences in print 
and social media.

Soil Health Champions 
selected from across the 
US will be honored at the 
NACD Annual Meeting Jan-
uary 30th to February 3rd, 
2016 in Reno, NV. With over 
1,000 attendees anticipated. 
I will be sharing a presenta-
tion on what types of soil 
health practices are occur-
ring in the North Central 
US region consisting of MN, 
IA, WI, IL, IN, MI, and OH. 
Over the five days, various 
breakout sessions will allow 
for networking with scien-
tific professionals. NRCS 
Chief Jason Weller and US 
Forestry Chief Tom Tidwell, 
plus many other speakers 
will be covering a variety of 
topics.

In agricultural produc-
tion many concerns require 
technical support from 
various agencies to assist in 
preserving our natural re-
sources while maintaining 
profitability. Being proac-
tive as a farmer over land 
and water management is-
sues will reduce future reg-
ulatory mandates. Another 
consideration is to obtain 
the ten year state regulatory 
Certainty by enrolling in 
the Minnesota Agricultural 
Water Quality Certification 
Program (MAWQCP). Ad-
ditional details about the 
Program are provided else-
where in this publication.

For more information, 
contact Darwin Roberts at 
507-236-6663.  

NACD Soil Health Champion



Governor Dayton signed 
into law a new buffer ini-
tiative aimed at enhancing 
protection of Minnesota’s 
waters. The buffer initiative 
will help protect the state’s 
water resources from ero-
sion and runoff pollution 
by establishing roughly 
110,000 acres of buffer 
along waterways while 
providing flexibility and 
technical support to land-
owners for installation and 
maintenance. 

What is a buffer? 
A buffer, also known 

as a riparian filter strip, is 
vegetated land adjacent to 
a stream, river, lake or wet-
land. Buffers help filter out 
phosphorus, nitrogen, and 
sediment, and are an im-

Implementing the Buffer Legislation
portant conservation prac-
tice for helping keep water 
clean. 

Why buffers? 
Studies by the Minneso-

ta Pollution Control Agency 
show that buffers are critical 
to protecting and restoring 
water quality and healthy 
aquatic life, natural stream 
functions and aquatic habi-
tat due to their immediate 
proximity to the water. 

 
What is required? 

Under the law, buffer 
widths will be: 

■An average of 50 feet, 
minimum of 30 feet, on 
public waters 

■A minimum of 16.5 feet 
on public drainage systems 

■Buffer recommenda-

tions for other waters will 
be determined by soil and 
water conservation districts 
(SWCDs) 

How will I know if
buffers are required? 
The Department of Nat-

ural Resources is in the pro-
cess of mapping all waters 
subject to the new require-
ments.  The buffer protec-
tion maps are expected to 
be completed by July 2016. 

How will the
program work? 

The Minnesota Board of 
Water and Soil Resources, 
which will oversee the new 
law, is working to get pro-
gram details developed.  
Landowners may install 
buffers on their own at any 
time, or can wait until the 
buffer protection maps are 
complete in 2016. The local 
SWCD will provide techni-
cal assistance and answer 
questions about financial 
assistance options. Land-
owners also have the option 
of working with their SWCD 
to determine if other alter-
native practices aimed at 
protecting water quality can 
be used.   

 
Is there financial

assistance available? 
Yes. The 2015 Buffer Law 

relies on long‐standing fed-

eral, state, and local pro-
grams to provide financial 
and technical support to 
landowners to implement 
buffers or alternative water 
quality practices.  Land-
owners may use federal 
Farm Bill resources, such as 
the Conservation Reserve 
Program (CRP), Continu-
ous CRP, and the Environ-
mental Quality Incentives 
Program to get buffers in-
stalled.  State resources 
include programs such as 
the Reinvest in Minnesota 
(RIM) easement program, 
Conservation Cost‐Share, 
and the Minnesota Agricul-
tural Water Quality Certifi-
cation Program.   

What’s the timeline? 
The new law specifies:  
■November 1st, 2017: 

Buffers in place on all pub-
lic waters 

■November 1st, 2018: 
Buffers in place on all pub-
lic drainage systems 

Where do I go for
more information? 

Contact your local 
SWCD for more informa-
tion about buffers and local 
requirements.   

 For more information 
on the new buffer law, 
please visit: www.bwsr.
state.mn.us/buffers/. 
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Pictured are samples of buffers from around 
the state of Minnesota. 

Contact your local Soil & Water Conservation 
District for more information: 507-235-6680. Or 
stop in at 923 North State Street, Suite 110, Fair-
mont, Minnesota.



Soil Conservationist Ben Cottrell with Cover Crops

and how they provide ex-
cellent cover for the winter 
months. The benefits of 
covers crops and resourc-
es available are numerous 
including the fixing of ni-
trogen, build organic mat-
ter, control weeds, control 
erosion and/or improve 
soil quality during the re-
mainder of the planting 
season. Whatever your 
goals may be the team at 
your local NRCS can help 
provide you with more re-
sources and build a plan 
for your field that will help 
meet your farming needs. 

NRCS accepts appli-
cations for financial as-
sistance on a continuous 
basis throughout the year.  
All application consider-
ation until further notice 
will be for 2017. 

For more information 
about NRCS’ programs, 
initiatives and services in 
Minnesota, visit us online 
at http://www.mn.nrcs.
usda.gov, or stop in the of-
fice or call and speak with 
us at 507-235-6661 ext. 3.

USDA is an equal op-
portunity provider, em-
ployer, and lender.

By Ben Cottrell

The Environmental 
Quality Incentives Pro-
gram (EQIP) is a voluntary 
conservation program 
that helps agricultural 
producers in a manner 
that promotes agricultural 
production and environ-
mental quality as com-
patible goals. Through 
EQIP, agricultural pro-
ducers receive financial 
and technical assistance 
to implement structural 
and management con-
servation practices that 
optimize environmental 
benefits on working agri-
cultural land. EQIP works 
with agricultural produc-
ers to plan and implement 
conservation practices 

that improve soil, water, 
plant, animal, air and re-
lated natural resources on 
agricultural land and non-
industrial private forest-
land. EQIP may also help 
producers meet Federal, 
State, Tribal, and local en-
vironmental regulations.

EQIP applications are 
accepted on a continu-
ous basis, however, NRCS 
establishes application 

Environmental Quality Incentives Program- National Water Quality Initiative
“cut-off” or submission 
deadline dates for evalua-
tion, ranking and approval 
of eligible applications. 
EQIP is open to all eligible 
agricultural producers and 
submitted applications may 
be considered or evaluated 
in multiple funding pool 
opportunities. As of now we 
are accepting applications 
for 2017 and the 2016 EQIP 
cut-off has already passed.

Owners of land in agri-
cultural or forest produc-
tion or persons who are 
engaged in livestock, agri-
cultural or forest produc-
tion on eligible land and 
that have a natural resource 
concern on that land may 
apply to participate in EQIP. 
Eligible land includes crop-
land, rangeland, pasture-

land, non-industrial private 
forestland and other farm 
or ranch lands.

You are considered an el-
igible applicant if you meet 
the following criteria. You 
are an agricultural producer 
(person, legal entity, or joint 
operation who has an inter-
est in the agricultural op-
eration, or who is engaged 
in agricultural production 
or forestry management).

You have control or own 
eligible land. You comply 
with adjusted gross income 
(AGI) for less than $900,000.  
Note: Federally recognized 
Native American Indian 
Tribes or Alaska Native cor-
porations are exempt from 
the AGI payment limita-
tions. Also you must be in 
compliance with the highly 
erodible land and wetland 
conservation requirements. 
And finally we must be able 
to develop an NRCS EQIP 
plan of operations that ad-
dresses at least one natural 
resource concern.

Also for those of you that 
have not heard, within EQIP 
the Natural Resources Con-
servation Service (NRCS) 
has a special initiative avail-
able called the National 

Water Quality Initiative or 
NWQI to improve water 
quality in three Minnesota 
impaired watersheds. One 
of these watershed happens 
to be in Martin County. Big 
Twin Lake-Elm Creek Wa-
tershed. The Big Twin Lake- 
Elm Creek watershed is 
located in a majority of Fox 
Lake and Elm Creek Town-
ships and also the southern 
part of Cedar Township. We 

really encourage produc-
ers in this watershed to take 
part in this special initiative. 

NWQI is a tool agricul-
tural producers can use to 
implement many conser-
vation practices to improve 
and protect soil, improve 
soil health, improve water 
quality, and reduce soil ero-
sion in Prevented planted 
fields at a much higher pay-
ment rate then the general 
EQIP rates. Practices in-
clude but are not limited to, 
Conservation Cover, Cover 
Crops, Diversion, Filter 
Strips, Waterways, Subsur-
face Drainage, and Water 
and Sediment Control Ba-
sins. 

This special Initiative 
has been around since 2013 
and started because of the 

prolonged rain and flood-
ing that year which resulted 
in many fields that will go 
unplanted.  Farmers in this 
situation need to weigh not 
only their program and in-
surance options (“prevent-
ed planting”), but should 
also assess agronomic op-
tions to ensure long-term 
productivity when this situ-
ation happens again.

With farming being a 

complex business and cur-
rent grain prices this initia-
tive is able to greatly help 
ones in need. This leads to 
the question is your ground 
covered? Cover crops have 
been a huge topic recently 
in the soil health world 
about maximizing profit-
ability for an agricultural 
producer. The use of cover 
crops in Minnesota can 
be difficult because of the 
small window of opportu-
nity to establish them. Min-
nesota farmers nonetheless 
have found creative ways 
to utilize cover crops such 
as: After harvesting corn si-
lage, after harvesting peas, 
over-seeding into a stand-
ing beans or into organic 
systems. As we have been 
learning more and more 
about cover crops every 
day, NWQI is a great op-
portunity to fund them.  For 
the 2016 year we are paying 
producers that fall in the 
National Water Quality Ini-
tiative up to $54 an acre for 
a single species cover crop 
mix. Pictured here you can 
see Soil Conservationist 
Benjamin Cottrell in suc-
cessful stand of Cover Crops 

by: Ben Cottrell

Conserving our natural 
resources is not a one-per-
son job. The farmers and 
private landowners of this 
country cannot do it alone, 
nor can the government. 
We must all work together 
to help make sure that our 
land is sustainable for gen-
erations to come.

The Natural Resourc-
es Conservation Service 
(NRCS) is an agency com-
mitted to “helping people 
help the land”—our mis-
sion is to provide resources 
to farmers and landowners 
to aid them with conserva-
tion. Ensuring productive 
lands in harmony with a 
healthy environment is our 
priority. With operations in 
the United States, the Virgin 

Islands, Puerto Rico, and 
Guam, our agency touches 
the lives of a diverse range 
of individuals.

NRCS employs approxi-
mately 12,000 people in 
its 2900 offices; 90 percent 
of whom work outside of 
Washington, D.C. We are 
in numerous communi-
ties across North America, 
working hand-in-hand with 
landowners and our part-
ners to improve our natural 
resources. Our passion is 
derived from stewardship 
of the land—benefits we all 
enjoy, such as cleaner air 
and water, improved soil 
and abundant wildlife habi-
tat.

What originally began as 
the Soil Conservation Ser-
vice in 1935 is now known as 
the Natural Resources Con-

servation Service (NRCS), 
a name change that high-
lights our broader mission 
of conservation. Bringing 
80 years of scientific and 
technical expertise to the 
conservation industry, we 
are involved with activities 
that help benefit soil, wa-
ter, plants, air, and animals. 
With seventy percent of U.S. 
land privately owned, part-
nership with private land-
owners is critical to health 
of our nation’s land. By pro-
viding assistance to these 
landowners, we help to cul-
tivate productive lands and 
healthy ecosystems.  

NRCS succeeds through 
its partnerships, work-
ing closely with individual 
farmers and ranchers, land-
owners, local conservation 
districts, government agen-

cies, Tribes, Earth Team 
volunteers and many other 
people and groups that 
care about the quality of 
America’s natural resourc-
es. Partnerships allow our 
agency to expand the reach 
and depth of conservation. 
It is our duty to service the 
people by providing quality 
assistance to farmers and 
landowners to ensure we 
protect our nation’s lands. 

Now that you know a 
little background on the 
agency it is time to meet the 
staff of your Martin County 
NRCS office.  The District 
Conservationist and the Soil 
Conservationist are both 
line officers who plan the 
application of total resource 
management systems; pro-
vide conservation planning 
assistance from initial eval-

uation to completion. These 
people possesses a practical 
knowledge of the methods 
and techniques of soil, wa-
ter, and environmental con-
servation as they relate to 
agricultural operations and 
land use measures. They 
also help landowners with 
issues such as dealing with 
soil, water, air, plants, and 
animal resource concerns. 
Reginald Liddell is the Dis-
trict Conservationist and 
Benjamin Cottrell is the Soil 
Conservationist for the area 
of Martin County.

Reginald Liddell was 
born and raised on a small 
family farm in Belzoni, 
MS. He is the oldest of six 
kids and the father of four 
kids. Reginald has a B.S. 
Degree from Alcorn State 
University in Agricultural 

Economics. After gradua-
tion Reginald accepted full 
time employment with the 
Soil Conservation Service 
in the state of Kentucky as a 
Soil Conservationist. Since 
his employment Reginald 
has worked in Mississippi, 
North Carolina, Arkansas, 

Helping People Help the Land
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and most recently moved 
to Minnesota in 2012. Regi-
nald is also the Black Em-
phasis Program Manager 
for the state of Minnesota. 

In part of being the Dis-
trict Conservationist, Regi-
nald provides many things 
to producers including 
promoting, marketing and 
implementation of Farm 
Bill initiatives, and devel-
ops/maintains a positive re-
lationship with local, state, 
and federal agencies.  Regi-
nald is here to help land-
owners to develop, imple-
ment, maintain and revise 
the most complex conser-
vation plans and train oth-
ers in these areas including 
his Soil Conservationist.

Benjamin Cottrell was 
born in Northeast Missouri 
in the village of Monticello. 
After his time in the Marine 
Corps, Benjamin attained a 

B.S. Degree from the Uni-
versity of Missouri-Colum-
bia, or Mizzou, in Agricul-
tural Systems Management. 
He also has a minor in Ag-

Help the Land
continued from page 9S
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ricultural Economic and 
Plant Science. After gradu-
ating college, Benjamin’s 
career with NRCS started in 
Missouri as a Soil Conserva-
tion Technician. Benjamin 
moved to the Martin county 
office in 2014 to assist Regi-
nald in the daily activities. 

 As a Soil Conservation-
ist, Benjamin’s roles are 
similar to the District Con-
servationists. Instead of 
handling extremely com-
plex work Benjamin works 
with landowners to devel-
op, implement, maintain 
and revise complex con-
servation plans without the 
assistance of others. He also 
evaluates the implementa-
tion of conservation plans 
and their alternatives. 

It is the NRCS role to 
provide national leadership 
and technical assistance 
for the conservation of our 
natural resources to ensure 
the continued production 
of food and fiber. Cropland, 
forestland, pastureland, 
and rangeland comprise 
the major land uses in the 
United States and the land 
uses receiving the majority 
of the conservation treat-
ment that address our soil, 
water, air, plant, and animal 
resources.

If you have questions or 
wonder how the Natural 
Resources can help you feel 
free to give us a call at (507) 
235-6661 or stop in the of-
fice and see how we can be 
of assistance to you!

Ducks Unlimited re-
cently purchased the 280-
acre Tenhassen Farms 
Tract in Fox Lake Twp 6 
through a state grant from 
the Outdoor Heritage 
Fund. The parcel includes 
40 acres of Round Lake, 
several small drained wet-
lands and about 200 acres 
of uplands that will be 
restored in 2016-17 and 
transferred to the Min-
nesota DNR for inclusion 
in the Rooney Run state 
WMA, and is open to pub-
lic hunting. Native grass 
and forb seed has been 
purchased and DNR will 
seed the site in spring.  
DU engineers will survey 
and design wetland res-
torations this spring and 
hopefully begin work in 
summer/fall. 

DU biologist John 
Lindstrom will help lead 
DU conservation projects 
throughout southern Min-
nesota, including Martin 
County. John is com-
pleting his M.S. Thesis at 
Southern Illinois Univer-
sity. He will be located in 
the U.S. Fish & Wildlife 
Service’s Litchfield Wet-
land Management Dis-
trict office. Contact him at 
jlindstrom@ducks.org or 
320-212-8018.

Thanks to the Fox Lake 
Conservation League for 
the wonderful help to 
clean up the old farm site!  

Ducks Unlimited purchases Farm Tract
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CRP, CSP and ACEP.  
I will also be tracking 

producer requests for wet-
land compliance and highly 
erodible land.

I grew up in Mankato, 
MN and attended MSU be-
fore moving to northern 
California. Upon return-
ing to Minnesota in 1992, I 
worked as a legal assistant 
in the Minneapolis/St Paul 
area.  I have been in the 
Fairmont area since Octo-
ber of 2015.  

My responsibilities for 
NRCS are to provide as-
sistance in collecting and 
assembling cost data and 
processing payment appli-
cation requests for NRCS 
programs such as EQIP, 

NRCS welcomes Pamela Oltman
My name is Dustin 

Benes and I was hired in 
October 2015 as the new 

district technician for 
Martin County Soil and 
Water Conservation Dis-
trict. I was born and raised 
in Jackson and attended 
college at Brainerd Staples 
Community and Techni-
cal College in Brainerd 
Minnesota. I graduated 
with an AAS degree in 
Natural Resources.

New Staff at Martin County Soil and Water Conservation District
Previously I worked on 

the Minnesota Agriculture 
Water Quality Certification 
Program, 3rd Crop oppor-
tunities, and cover crops 
with Agriculture produc-
ers at Rural Advantage in 
Fairmont. Before starting 
at Rural Advantage, I was 
employed at the Hy-Vee 
Food Store as a Department 
Manager since November 
of 2002.

I will be focusing on 
providing leadership in 
implementing the Aquatic 
Invasive Species (AIS) pre-
vention program.  This pro-
gram will help educate the 
public on aquatic invasive 
species and work closely 
with the Minnesota Depart-
ment of Natural Resources 
(DNR) and other local 
agencies on how to prevent 
the spread. In December, I 
assisted the MN DNR with 

dock inspections on the 
north end of Amber Lake. 
The main search was for 
zebra mussels. Currently 
Martin County does not 
have an infestation of 
aquatic invasive species. 
With everyone’s help we 
can keep our lakes and 
streams free from aquatic 
invasive species.

I will also assist with 
the cooperative weed 
management program, 
propagating native plants 
and restoring diverse na-
tive habitats as well as 
water quality monitoring 
and measuring depths of 
DNR wells and a couple 
of lakes located in Martin 
County.  Along with pro-
viding assistance with the 
Geographic Information 
System (GIS) and map-
ping for district conserva-
tion activities, I will pro-

vide technical support for 
all district programs in-
cluding: cost share, which 
includes assistance for 
well sealing, educational 
programs and the seeding 
program.  

I work with a group of 
knowledgeable people. 
Stop in our office at 923 
North State Street, Suite 
#110 in Fairmont and visit 
with us about your con-
servation needs. Or give 
us a call at 507-235-6680.



Name County

Address City State Zip

Tickets received before
Monday, April 25 will be eligible for 

an Early Bird shotgun drawing!

Social 5:00 pm • Dinner 7:00 pm
Knights of Columbus Hall, Fairmont

YES, I WANT TO JOIN! $50.00 membership includes banquet.
Spouse dinner and youth membership tickets available.*

(First) (Middle) (Last)

(Please Print Clearly)

Mail your $50.00 membership to:
Martin County Pheasants Forever
Box 901 • Fairmont, MN 56031

Call  Brian Poppe, 235-6216
for further information

Tickets also available at
Poppe’s Store & Car Wash

★ ★ THANK YOU FOR YOUR TAX DEDUCTIBLE CONTRIBUTION ★ ★

Remember — It’s For The Birds!

Social 5:00 pm • Dinn

This advertisement sponsored by the
following  rms in the interest of conservation.

POOLEY’S SCRAP IRON 
& METAL, INC.

A Recycling Industry

DINE IN — CARRY OUT — DELIVERY

Pizza - Sandwiches - Salads

Pizza
211 Downtown Plaza • 238-4725

jakespizzafairmontmn.com

(507) 235-6216

1317 N. State Street
Fairmont, MN

POPPE’S
STORE & 

CAR WASH

Buyers of all types scrap 
iron and metal. (See us for 
highest prices.) Specialists 
in industrial scrap. Aluminum 
can recycling center.

Dick Pooley — J.R. Pooley
620 N. Main, Fairmont, MN 56031

(507) 238-4391

To join Pheasants Forever, fi ll out this
registration blank. Send check or money order. 

Enjoy a delicious dinner and drawings
for thousands of dollars in prizes!

Fairmont Of ce
103 N. Park St., Fairmont, MN

507-238-8340
usbank.com

800-USABANKS

31st
Annual 
Banquet

Saturday, April 30

To join Pheasants Forever fill out this

Tickets for Pheasants Forever
Commemorative
Edition Henry 
Big Boy 44
Magnum
Rifle are 2 for $10 before 

the banquet. Need
not be present to win.

Your membership will help us buy trees for wildlife habitat, supply seed for corn and sorghum 
plantings in set-aside acres, furnish winter feed and support educational programs.

Membership: $50
Spouse: $25

Ringneck (ages 1-18): $25
Membership includes banquet ticket

Sponsor Membership: $275
• 2 banquet tickets

• Choice of print or $65
Pheasants Forever gift card
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by Pete Boulay, MNDNR 
State Climatology Office

2015 will be remem-
bered for a nearly optimal 
growing season with a lack 
of extreme heat and timely 
rains when the soil needed 
moisture the most.  The 
balmy fall and mild start to 
winter were noteworthy as 
well. 

A memorable win-
try event in 2015 was the 
ground blizzard of January 
8th featuring winds gusting 
up to 52mph at Fairmont.  
Blowing and drifting snow 
shut down many roads in 
southwest and south cen-
tral Minnesota and wind 
chills in the -30’s were com-
mon across the state. 

It may be hard to imag-
ine now, but in spring 2015 
there was a sizable drought 
in Minnesota. The worst of 
this drought was May 5th 
with 94% of the state includ-
ed in moderate drought 
and 40% of the state under 
a severe drought.  Martin 
County was in a Moderate 
Drought on May 5th with 
precipitation totals four to 
six inches short of normal 
from October 1st, 2014 to 

2015 Year in Weather Review for Martin County
May 12th, 2015. Ice out was 
a bit earlier than the medi-
an date of March 30th, with 
Budd Lake losing its ice on 
March 20th.

Fears of the drought con-
tinuing into the summer 
were erased by a rainy May 
across much of the state. 
The Martin County average 
rainfall for May was over five 
inches, or about one to two 
inches above the 1981-2010 
normal. With this boost, soil 
moisture levels stayed near 
or the long term averages at 
both Lamberton and Wase-
ca through the summer. The 
warmest summer day was 
on June 9th when it reached 
95 degrees at the Fairmont 
Airport. Sherburn hit 96 de-
grees on that day. 

The severe weather sea-
son was relatively quiet 
overall in southern Min-
nesota with no tornadoes 
reported in Martin County 
in 2015. There was a weak 
tornado reported in Wa-
tonwan County north of 
Ormsby on July 24th but 
damage was limited to a 
storage building. One of the 
more memorable severe 
weather events reported in 
Martin County for 2015 was 

on June 22nd when winds 
up to 70mph knocked trees 
down and caused some 
damage to cars and homes.

July will be remembered 
not for summer-like heat, 
but for smoky skies cour-
tesy Canadian wildfires 
that reduced visibilities at 
times. The thickest smoky 
haze was on July 6th when 
the visibility was reduced 
to 2 miles at the Fairmont 
Airport.  The smoke and 
haze lingered at intervals 
through the summer. 

Fall 2015 was a warm one 
with the second warmest 
September-November from 
1895-2015 for Minnesota.  
The only other autumn that 
was warmer was 1963. The 
warmer weather produced 
rain well into November 
and beyond and delayed 
the usual freeze-up of lakes. 
Budd Lake froze over on 
December 19th. In general 
lakes froze over about three 
weeks later than the me-
dian date in southern and 
central Minnesota.

2015 ended with a sign 
that winter was return-
ing with a snowstorm on 
December 28th-29th that 
dumped 11.5 inches of 

snow in Fairmont. More 
seasonable air for Decem-
ber returned as well.  In the 

end the annual precipita-
tion was close to the 1981-
2010 normal. Precipitation 

for 2015 at Sherburn for 
2015 measured 30.16 inch-
es, very close to normal. 



We Offer

AGRICULTURAL 
LOANS

Invest In
Your

Community

We’re Still Your
Full Service Bank!

Home-Owned
Independent

Bank

STATE BANK
of FAIRMONT

Set Up An
Appointment With

Tim Anderton
Today!

918 E. Blue Earth Ave, Fairmont, MN
(507) 238-4287Member 

FDIC

Licensed Septic System 
Install and Design

Sherburn, MN ∙ 507-764-2680
FREE

ESTIMATES

• Dirt & Rock
Hauling

• Basement
Work

• Dozer Work
• Tree & Grove

Removal

Roofi ng, Siding, Windows, 
Additions, Garages and Fences

J/T HOME
IMPROVEMENT

TODD SMITH, OWNER
507-920-5675

305 E. 1st St, Sherburn, MN
LICENSED & INSURED • MN LIC. # BC339300

Call Today About Your Spring Project

K&W Electric, Inc.
507-235-6571

Wayne Wannarka • Fax (507) 235-6346

STOP & SEE US TODAY!
800 N. Armstrong Drive • Fairmont

West edge of Fairmont on old Hwy. 16,
as you turn into the Industrial Park. 1243 Lake Ave. Suite 222

Fairmont, MN
Ph: 507-238-5449

www.ruraladvantage.org

Promoting the Interconnection of Agriculture, 
the Environment & Rural Communities

Monday, February 8 Homesteading
Monday, February 22 Restorative Agriculture
Monday, March 7 Pastured Livestock & Poultry
Monday, March 28 Pollinators

2016 Third Crop Meetings
Hosted by Rural Advantage

Knights of Columbus Hall
920 East 10th Street, Fairmont, MN 

9:30 Coffee & Registration
10:00 to 4:00 each day. Lunch on your own.

For more information or to receive a brochure:
Kylie Saari at 507-238-5449

or email: kylie@ruraladvantage.org

Auto    I    Home    I    Life    I    Business    I     College    I    Retirement

See how I make it simple  
to help secure your  
family’s financial future.

Farm Bureau Property & Casualty Insurance Company,* Western Agricultural Insurance Company,* Farm Bureau Life
Insurance Company*/West Des Moines, IA. *Company providers of Farm Bureau Financial Services LI065-ML-BC (8-14)

  

David Huset
1254 Lake Avenue
Fairmont, MN 56031

507-238-3334
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Become A Sponsor @ Southern
Mn DU! Sponsorship: $250

Contact Doug Hartke: 507-236-1700 
dhartke@frontiernet.net

Midwest Division

Toll Free: 866-461-4448
www.hogslat.com

jtschumperlin@hogslat.com

Concrete
Slats and

Hog
Equipment

710 Cory Lane
Fairmont, MN

238-4448
Fax: 238-4478

by Linda Meschke
Rural Advantage

Across the state there are 
many conversations and 
opinions evolving about the 
new Minnesota buffer law.  
The placement of buffers is 
driven by the need to ad-
dress a broad range of wa-
ter quality issues across the 
state.  The establishment of 
buffers are not a cure all, but 
one step in a longer litany 
of conservation practices 
that will be needed to bring 
the waters of the state into 
compliance with MN water 
quality standards.  Regard-
less of which side of the buf-
fer issue your opinion lies, 
the value of buffers is not 
measured by bushels.

Buffers can be highly 
productive areas if designed 
and planned from that per-
spective. Many news stories 
have focused on the “loss” of 
production from buffer ar-
eas. Production from buffer 
areas can actually be greater 
by not having these areas 
in annual row crop.  That 
production, though, is not 
measured in bushels and in 
our society, has not yet been 
effectively monetized.  

Production could be 
measured by tons if a land-
owner were to plant the area 
to a hay or biomass crop, 
which many have done. A 
person could also measure 
production by the increase 
in pollinators and wildlife 
habitat if those goals were 
pursued. Pounds of beef [or 
other meat products] might 
be the measurement if the 
area was appropriate to es-
tablish pasture for grazing.  
Landowners could plant 
high value crops like grapes, 
blueberries, hazelnuts, el-
derberry, apples or hops to 
provide diversity, supply 

Value of Buffers Not Measured
In Bushels

ecosystem services and pro-
tect the land within buffer 
spaces.

At sites where runoff wa-
ter flows overland to sur-
face water, buffers produce 
clean water by removing 
sediment, pesticides and 
nutrients. If runoff travels 
through tile lines, the pe-
rennial buffer can contain 
drain lines running parallel 
to surface waters that effec-
tively remove nitrogen from 
tile drain water.  Production 
from these areas is mea-
sured by pounds of nutrient 
reduced, tons of sediment 
staying in the field, increase 
in carbon storage, green-
house gas reductions or 
fishable, swimmable waters.

Regardless of which 
perennial the landowner 
chooses to plant in their 
buffer space, there is value. 
We should never look at it as 
taking land out of produc-
tion, but rather changing 
the production paradigm 
within the buffer landscape. 
The appreciation of these 
values was captured by Aldo 
Leopold in A Sand County 
Almanac when he stated, 
“Our ability to perceive 
quality in nature begins, as 
in art, with the pretty. It ex-
pands through successive 
stages of the beautiful to 
values as yet uncaptured by 
language.”  

This language of the true 
value of a buffer acre is not 
yet spoken by landowners 
who invaded these spac-
es over time with annual 
crops.  A strong stewardship 
ethic by all landowners is 
paramount to a collective 
high quality of life many in 
Minnesota desire. Well de-
signed, productive buffers 
are an indicator of steward-
ship ethic. 

The Lessard Sams Out-
door Heritage Council 
(LSOHC) was established 
by the Minnesota Legisla-
ture with the responsibility 
of providing annual fund-
ing recommendations to the 
legislature from the Outdoor 
Heritage Fund. The Outdoor 
Heritage Fund, one of four 
funds created by the Clean 
Water, Land and Legacy 
Amendment, receives one 
third of money raised by the 
tax increase.

The Council ensures 
recommendations that are 
consistent with the Consti-
tution and state law and that 
take into consideration the 
outcomes of, but not limited 
to, the Minnesota Conserva-
tion and Preservation Plan 
that directly relate to the 
restoration, protection and 
enhancement of wetlands, 
prairies, forest and habitat 
for fish, game and wildlife, 
and that prevent forest frag-
mentation, encourage forest 
consolidation, and expand 
restored prairie

A portion of the Out-
door Heritage Fund is made 
available for smaller projects 
through the MN DNR under 
the Conservation Partners 
Legacy Grant Program for 
projects up to $400,000 and 

LSOHC Funding
through the Expedited Con-
servation Projects (ECP) 
grant for projects up to 
$50,000.

DNR Partners Grants 
have added acres to the 
Caron WMA, Center Creek 
WMA and Perch Creek 
WMA. The Fox Lake Con-
servation league (FLCL) 
continues to apply for Part-
ners Legacy Grant funding, 
with two additional proj-
ects funded for land acqui-
sitions adjacent to Perch 
Creek WMA. The FLCL has 
been approved for two ECP 
grants, one for tree removal 
and one for invasive grass 
removal with the restoration 
of native prairie. A third ap-
plication for wetland habi-
tat restoration has just been 
submitted.

A grant submitted by the 
FLCL for $1 million through 
the LSOHC has been recom-
mended for funding through 
a bill drafted for the 2016 
legislative session. The FLCL 
plans to use this funding to 
purchase a parcel adjacent 
to the north boundary of 
the Caron WMA. Additional 
funds are being sought to 
help restore wetlands and 
native prairie on the 100+ 
acre addition to the Caron 
WMA.

Our 30th annual ban-
quet was held at the Fair-
mont National Guard Ar-
mory on February 14th, 
2015 with “Guns and 
Roses” as the theme. Two 
hundred people attended.

“MCPF Hunters Night 
Out” was held October 
10th, 2015 at the Fairmont 
Eagles with 80 people 
in attendance. Between 
the two events, Martin 
County Pheasants Forever 
(MCPF) raised over $3000.

MCPF has partnered 
with the Martin County 
Conservation Alliance, the 
USFWS, and MN DNR on 
a number of wildlife habi-
tat acquisitions in 2014  
and 2015.

We recently purchased 
208 acres of land in Man-
yaska and Lake Belt town-
ships that will be convert-
ed to a USFWS Waterfowl 
Production Area and will 
be called the Homes Lake 
WPA. Our local chapter 
donated $11,581 to the Fox 
Lake Conservation League 
to help them purchase  85 
acres of land added to the 
Perch Lake Wildlife Man-
agement Area. The final 
acquisition is the 134 acre 
Gruven WMA located east 
of Fairmont. These acqui-

Martin County Pheasants Forever
sitions will provide addi-
tional wildlife habitat and 
hunting opportunities.  
Good cover and food plots 
help ensure pheasant sur-
vival even in severe winter 
conditions. Landowners 
with marginal and idle 
acres are encouraged to 
contact Martin Soil and 
Water Conservation Dis-
trict about enrolling their 
land in conservation pro-
grams such as CRP.

MCPF will have corn 
and sorghum available 
in the spring for planting 
food plots. We’ll also have 
trees and shrubs available 
for landowners interested 
in planting tree lines and 
shelterbelts this spring. 
All money raised by your 
local chapter (except for 
membership dues) stays 
in Martin County.

After 25 years, Brian 
Poppe and Dick Pooley, 
who have served as Presi-
dent and Treasurer, are 
handing the reigns over 
to Joe Maidl, MCPF Presi-
dent and Troy Diekmann, 
MCFP Treasurer.

For more information 
contact Brian Poppe – 
MCPF board member at 
– 235-6216. Remember – 
“IT’S FOR THE BIRDS!!”.



Your Local
Cenex Retailer

Accepting Cenex & All Major Credit Cards

Poppe’s Store
and Car Wash

1317 North State Street • Fairmont • (507) 235-6216
24 HOUR PAY at the PUMP

Automatic Car
Wash Hours:

7:30 am - 6:00 pm • Mon thru Sat
8:00 am - 1:00 p.m. • Sun & Holidays

Taking detail appointments: (507) 235-6216

Self-Serve
Bays Hours:

6:00 am to 6:00 pm • Mon thru Sat
8:00 am to 1:00 pm • Sun & Holidays

S&J Excavating, Inc.
Dirt, Gravel, Sand,

Rock, Trucking, Building
demolition, Grove removal,
Steel culverts, Excavating,

Backhoe service

HOME: (507) 238-9664
SHOP: (507) 235-2622
CELL: (507) 236-3385

 

PRESSURE WASHER R  
SALES & SERVICEEE 

 
 

 
YOUR ONE STOP SHOP FOR ALL YOUR PRESSURE WASHER NEEDS! 

Hose reels Hoses 

Floor Sweepers 

Nozzles 

Soap 

Brushes 

wands 

New 

Used 

Hot 

Cold 

Matt & Jen, Owners
507-236-2476

1111 E. 10th St, Fairmont, MN
schusterspressurewashersales@live.com

Watch for us at our new location:
819 East 1st Street, Fairmont

Southern MN

ANNUAL
BANQUET

2016

Saturday, March 19
Sherburn Community Hall
Social, 5:00 | Dinner, 7:00

501(c) Federal Id#13-5643799. MN State Tax Exempt Id#ES 37964.
MN Gambling License #46006 

For More Information
Doug Hartke, 507-236-1700; Matt Brown, 507-236-6163

Tim Eisenmenger, 507-764-2597

Tickets
$40 single | $60 Couple

$20 Greenwing | $250 Sponsor*
*includes 2 dinner tickets, membership & framed print.

Pre-Event Raffl e 
Tickets
Available from Southern 
MN Ducks Unlimited
committee members

Early Bird Deadline
Purchase tickets by 
March 1 and be eligible 
for the “Early Bird Gun 
Drawing”

Banquet Menu
Two meat buffet
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The annual Martin 
SWCD Tree Order Days/
Open House will be held 
on Thursday, 
January 28th, 
Friday, Janu-
ary 29th, and 
Saturday, Janu-
ary 30th. Stop 
by and visit us 
at the District 
office in Fair-
mont, located at 923 North 
State Street, Suite 110. 

We’ll have coffee, cook-
ies, donuts and a chance 
to win a free tree! We’ll 
also be on hand to answer 
any questions that you 

may have.
For more informa-

tion about our Tree Order 
Days, please 
contact our of-
fice 507-235-
6680.

We look for-
ward to seeing 
you there!

2016 Martin Soil and Water
Conservation District

OPEN HOUSE &
CONSERVATION

TREE ORDER 
DAYS

Free coffee,

cookies

and donuts!

2016 Spring Tree Order Form

• Vexlar Sonar Unit
• 2 Person Clam

• Electric Filet Knife
~Tickets $5~

Fox Lake Conservation League, Inc
Charitable Gaming License MN 05344

See any board member for tickets.
Need not be present to win.

Complete list of prizes available day of drawing.

Ice Fishing on Fox Lake

Ice Fishing Raffle

February 20th, 2016 • 9am-3pm
East end of Fox Lake • $10 per hole

Top 10 Fish payout based on total entries

February 20th, 2016 • 3pm

 Thur, Jan. 28
8 a.m.-5 p.m.
Fri, Jan. 29

8 a.m.-5 p.m.
Sat, Jan. 30
8 a.m.-noon

•Drawings for
free trees

• Exhibits and
brochures
about trees



For all your 
livestock 

hauling needs!

Fairmont, Minnesota

507-728-8836

Double D 
Dispatch

A salute to the Martin Soil 
and Water Conservation 

District and area
conservation farmers!

AAA

Kellander
Farm

Drainage

2488 50th St.
Fairmont, MN
Over 60 years
in business

(507) 773-4275

Accurate GPS
Mapping Available

A Division of Tennyson Construction
Truman, MN LIC NO. BC007029

CRACKED
OR BUCKLING

BASEMENT WALLS
✦ Basement Wall Straightening

✦ Foundation Repair

WET
BASEMENT

SPECIALISTS
✦ Interior Tiling
✦ Guaranteed

WE SOLVE BASEMENT PROBLEMS!

Systems work in  nished or
un nished basements

1-800-658-2501
(507) 776-5201

Free Estimates - Licensed - Insured 
Locally Owned

1776 570 Avenue
Armstrong, Iowa 50514

(800) 782-2086
• Free estimates

• Same day service
• Phone answered 24 hrs.

• 2 pump units
• Backhoe and trenching

• Well abandonment
• Plastic or steel well casing

• Earth coupled loops
• Well cleaning

• Installation
• Repair

815 E. Blue Earth Ave.
Fairmont, MN

507-238-9741
1-800-551-2189

Steve Petrowiak,
Owner

One Thousand One Timberlake Road, Fairmont
Call (507) 238-4791

Quality Grass Seed
& Fertilizer

Hans Hinrichsen,
Agronomist
Cell (507) 236-3191
hans.h@heftyseed.com
1025 Fairview Ave.
Fairmont
Work (507) 235-3422
www.heftyseed.com

Saluting Martin
Soil and Water

Conservation Farmers

Northrop, MN
 Dispatch

507-776-8161
Business Of ce 
507-776-4436

Local &
Long Distance 

Trucking

Baarts
Trucking

ENHANCE the landscape! HELP 
conserve energy! FIGHT air 

pollution! CONTRIBUTE to a 
better  environment! PREVENT soil 
erosion! REDUCE noise pollution! 

PROVIDE a home for wildlife!

East Chain, MN
(507) 773-4241 
1-800-944-0083

Pro t 
From Our
Experience

800 W. Lake Ave • PO Box 788 • Fairmont, MN
507.235.6909 • www.aglabs.com

(507) 235-5278
300 Downtown Plaza • Fairmont, MN

PC644536

Peters Insurance Agency
206 North State Street • Fairmont

507-238-2882

Peters Insurance Agency
206 North State Street • Fairmont

507-238-2882

Future Farmers of America makes a positive 
diff erence by developing members’ potential for 
premier leadership, personal growth and career 
success through agriculture education.
Today’s FFA members are tomorrow’s leaders of 
American agriculture.

Salutes Area
Conservation Farmers

TRIUMPH STATE BANK
P.O. Box 329

Trimont, Minnesota 56176
507-639-2981

Member
FDIC

DeWar
Electric, Inc.

724 E. Blue Earth Ave., Fairmont
(507) 235-6677

OVER 50
YEARS of
SERVICE

For all your electrical needs...
• New construction
• Remodeling 
• Residential 
• Commercial
• Industrial • Farm
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Southern Minnesota 
Greenwings will be holding 
their 24th Annual Green-
wing Event on Saturday, 
May 14th, 2016, 10:00 a.m.-
2:00 p.m. All youth are wel-
comed and encouraged 
to attend. At the time of 
this publication, the event 
will be held at the Trimont 
school. The cost for the 
day’s activities will be $15. 
This includes a meal, all en-
tertainment and activities 
and the child’s Greenwing 
membership. 

Food will be served 
throughout the day. There 
will also be demonstrations, 
entertainment, raffles and 
prizes! Every child is guar-
anteed a door prize. They 
will also receive a member-
ship card, decal and DU 
Magazine.

Parents are FREE and 
are encouraged to attend. 
Pre-registration is recom-
mended.  Clip out the form 
below and send to South-
ern Minnesota Greenwings 
2016, PO Box 41, Ceylon, 

Southern Minnesota Greenwings Annual Event

	
  GREENWING	
  COMMITTEE	
  
CONTACTS	
  

Amanda	
  Diers	
  507-­‐848-­‐0950	
  

James	
  Schimmel	
  507-­‐848-­‐0213	
  

Each child is guaranteed a 

door prize!  Also includes 

membership card, decal, & 

DU Magazine.	
  

	
  

“Like”	
  us	
  on	
  
Facebook	
  
“Southern	
  
Minnesota	
  	
  

Ducks	
  Unlimited”	
  

   SOUTHERN MINNESOTA GREENWINGS 
  23 r d  Annual Greenwing Event 

Welcomes all Youth 
May 16th, 2015 

                10:30am – 2:00pm 

Place to be determined 

  *Food served throughout the day 
*Demonstrations  

*Entertainment 
*Raffles & Prizes 

 
 

The Greenwing program is a critically important program of Ducks Unlimited. The goal of 
Ducks Unlimited Greenwing program is to instill an appreciation and respect for conservation, 
wetlands, waterfowl, associated habitat and the outdoor world in Americas' youth. 
 
The cost of the days activities are $15 per child,  
this covers the cost of the meal, and all entertainment  
activities: also each child becomes a Greenwing Member 
 
Pre-registration is recommended –	
   	
  	
   
$15.00 Membership       
Parents are FREE & encouraged to attend _________________________________________________________________________________________  
Pre-Registration to: 
Southern Minnesota Greenwings        May 16, 
2015 
PO Box 41                      10:30 a.m. – 2:00 p.m. 
Ceylon, MN 56121 MN        
                           Place to be determined    

  
NAME:_________________________________ 

ADDRESS:______________________________ 

_______________________________________ 

E-MAIL:________________________________ 

BIRTH DATE:______/______/_______ 

	
  

If	
  you	
  perceive	
  financial	
  
difficulty	
  in	
  having	
  your	
  

child(ren)	
  participate	
  in	
  this	
  
event,	
  please	
  contact	
  a	
  local	
  

Greenwing	
  Committee	
  
Member	
  for	
  sponsorship	
  

support.	
  

MN 56121
The Greenwing program 

is a critically important pro-
gram of Ducks Unlimited. 
The goal of Ducks Unlim-
ited Greenwing program is 
to install an appreciation 
and respect for conserva-
tion, wetlands, waterfowl, 
associated habitat and the 
outdoor world in America’s 
youth.

Greenwing Commit-
tee contacts: Amanda Di-
ers, 507-848-0950 or James 
Schimmel, 507-848-0213.

If you perceive financial 
difficulty in having your 
child(ren) participate in 
this event, please contact a 
local Greenwing Commit-
tee member for sponsorship 
support. 

Pull the Plug on 
Aquatic Invaders

Actions Required 
by Law:

4	Clean all aquatic plants, zebra mussels, 
and other prohibited invasive species 
from your boat, trailer, and equipment 
before leaving a water access.

4	Drain water from boat, livewell, and 
portable bait containers before leaving 
a water access. Remove drain plugs 
and keep out while transporting 
boat. 

4	Dispose of unwanted bait - including 
minnows, leeches, and worms in the 
trash.

ECO_88_11

mndnr.gov/ais



Fill Gravel
Black Dirt
Colored &

Stamped Concrete
Concrete Sawing

& Removal

GREG GROTTE 775 190th Avenue
(507) 238-1400 Fairmont, MN 56031

Sidewalks
Patios • Floors

Footings
Lite-Form Walls

Block Work

CEMENT WORK

CONCRETE CONTRACTOR

Call us today for
your Spring projects

DEAN’S CONSTRUCTION

Stop in today for 
your diesel truck 

service needs!
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“Our Best” Grass seed
Brome Mix
Alfalfa Seed
Hay & Pasture
Sweet Corn Seed
Potatoes
onions
Fertilizers
crp mixes
Bird seeds
and much more!

We are preparing our shipment from the 
albert lea seedhouse for early spring. call or stop 

in to place your order!  

items we stock in the spring

go to 
alseedhouse.com 
to see a complete 
catalog of what 
there is to offer 

or stop in our 
mill to check out 

a catalog. any-
thing they have 

we can get! 

Specializing In...
Bobcat 
work

Brick & Block
Retaining Wall

Paver Patios
& Walkways

439 E. 9th Street,
Fairmont • 238-5437

David Hill
Owner/Operator
Certifi ed Technician

507-235-5503
Toll Free: 800-658-2477

1151 Lake Ave Fairmont, MN 56031

Hot and Cold
High Pressure Washers

Sales and Service

Member F.D.I.C.
P.O. Box 388  • Trimont, MN 56176

Salutes Area
Conservation Farmers

(507) 235-6334
517 Winnebago Ave. • Fairmont, MN 56031

• Industrial • Commercial • Farm
ELECTRICAL CONTRACTOR IN BUSINESS SINCE 1949

Design - Installation - Service
Fiber & Data Installation

I-90 Well Service
Fairmont • 238-1305

• Farm • Home • Municipal •
• Well Drilling • Well Repair • Complete Water 
Systems • Pump Repair • Wall Reconditioning

& Sealing • Horizontal & Vertical Drilling •  
     Geo-Thermal Heat Loops •

Irrigation Wells
www.wellsandseptics.com
EMERGENCY SERVICE
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by Rich Perrine

The Black Hills Spruce is 
a variety of White Spruce, 
and as the name indicates, 
it is native to the Black Hills 
of South Dakota.  
Its denser branch-
ing habit makes it 
a good choice for 
windbreaks and 
winter shelter for 
wildlife.  

Needles on this 
evergreen are gen-
erally from 1/3 to 
¾ inch long, often 
slightly shorter 
than those of the 
northern Minne-
sota native white 
spruce and are 
generally darker 
green, usually 
lacking the white 
bloom that gives 
the white spruce 
its name.  The 
blunt, four sided needles 
persist for seven to ten years 
before falling to the ground 
where they often build up 
creating a blanket on the 
ground, usually lowering 
the pH of the soil beneath 
as they break down.  When 
crushed, the needles can 
exude an odor that is re-

2016 Highlight Tree – The Black Hills Spruce
sponsible for the nicknames 
of “cat” or “skunk” spruce.

The tree is monoecious 
(male and female flowers 
on the same tree).  Cones 1 
to 2 inches long are brown 

with smooth scale margins, 
maturing in one season on 
branch tips, usually scat-
tered in varying densities 
over most of the tree.  By 
spring, most of the cones 
have been shed.

New growth twigs are 
pale brown to ashy-gray, 
without hairs.  Rough leaf 

scars are raised.  Twigs, oc-
casionally drooping, can 
produce a skunk-like odor 
if bruised.  The bark is thin, 
reddish brown to gray with 
flaky scales that are often 
silvery underneath.   

It is considered to be 
more hardy and drought 
resistant than the variety 
of White Spruce native to 
northern Minnesota.  It 
prefers well drained, moist, 
medium to fine textured 
soils (loams and clays) with 
near neutral pH.  

The Black Hills is better 
adapted than the northern 
Minnesota variety for most 
uses in Martin County ex-

cept on wetter sites.  There, 
the Minnesota native White 
Spruce is usually preferred.

The Black Hills is a 
shorter version of the White 
Spruce, usually not exceed-
ing 50 feet in height as it ap-
proaches maturity at 80 to 
100 years or more.  Under 
good site conditions its ear-
ly growth rate can average 
one foot per year, reaching 
nearly 20 feet in 20 years.  
It is a fairly rapid growing 
spruce, but generally slower 
than the pines.

The Black Hills Spruce is 
still one of the best species 
for windbreaks.  It can be 
very effective in field wind-
breaks with proper spacing 
and pruning to give the de-
sired snow distribution.  It 

has good form and color for 
Christmas trees and makes 
a good specimen tree.  It 

 

mndnr.gov/ais
© 2014 MNDNR

PULL THE PLUG
ON AQUATIC HITCHHIKERS

 
to prevent the spread of aquatic invasive species:

Clean aquatic plants, zebra mussels, and other prohibited invasive species off 
watercraft, trailers, and equipment before leaving the water access. 
 
Drain water from boat, ballast tanks, portable bait container, and motor before 
leaving a water access – and drain bilge, livewell, and baitwell by removing drain 
plugs. Keep drain plugs out while transporting boats.

Dispose of unwanted bait in the trash. It is illegal to release live bait into 
the water, or to dump worms on the ground.

 Actions Required by MN Law

ranks very good to excellent 
for wildlife, providing nest-
ing, perching, insect and 
seed foods for birds.  Spruce 
found where protected 
from the wind, make a fa-
vorite winter roosting tree 
for pheasants.  It provides 
browse, escape cover, se-
vere winter cover and seed 
foods for mammals and den 
trees for small mammals.

Although somewhat 
shade tolerant, it will grow 
much better out in the open 
and given plenty of room.  
Spruces do not tolerate 
contact very well.  Keep-
ing other vegetation from 

growing up to and into the 
crown of a spruce will help 
to keep it healthy.  Prun-
ing off just the very lowest 
branches that are touching 
the ground may also con-
tribute to the longevity of 
the tree and reduce dieback 
of lower branches.  

Insect pests of the Black 
Hills include the yellow-
headed spruce sawfly, 
spruce budworm, spruce 
spider mite, eastern spruce 
gall adelgid and Cooley 
spruce gall adelgid.  Diseas-
es include Dwarf mistletoe, 
needle rusts and root rot.  It 
is intolerant to salt spray.



HOURS: Mon-Fri, 7:30 a.m.-5:00 p.m.
Saturday 8:00 a.m.-2:00 p.m.

Fairmont | 507-235-6611
Truman | 507-776-1204

E-mail: sales@boekett.com
shop at: www.boekett.com

We carry a full line of swine
production needs including AP fans,  

motors, controls, curtains, feed
systems, and bulk tanks. See Terry
or Derek at Boekett Building Supply 

in Fairmont or Truman.

Supplying only the Best
FAMILY OWNED & OPERATED SINCE 2004
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55 Downtown Plaza  • Fairmont, MN
Fairmont: 507-238-2008 • Trimont: 507-639-4301

www.petersonanthony.com

Saluting Area
Conservation Farmers

and the Martin
Soil and Water

Conservation District.

Martin County Board of Supervisors, left to right:  Judy Beckman, Linda 
Meschke, Clair Schmidt Jr., Tyler Ask, Darwin Roberts and Martin County 
Commissioner Liason Steve Flohrs.

Front Row L to R: Pam Oltman, NRCS; Reggie Liddell, NRCS; Ashley Bren-
ke, SWCD. Back Row L to R:  Ben Cottrell, NRCS; Greg Johanson, SWCD; Rich 
Perrine, SWCD; Dustin Benes, SWCD.

Martin Soil & Water Board of Supervisors

Conservation Tillage 

Chisel Plows 
Disk Tillers 
Cultivators 
Planters and Seed Carts 
Rippers 
Soil Finishers 
Strip Tillage 
Ridge Tillage 
Chopper Heads 

Erosion Control 

Terracing 
Buffer Strips 
Grass Waterways 
Cover Crops 
Sediment Basins 

Wetland Restoration 

Wetland Restoration 
Shoreline Restoration 

Bank Stabilization 
Planting 
Grading 

Chemical Management 

Variable Rate Technology 
GPS Control Systems 
Flow Metering 
Chemical Storage 
Secondary Containment 

Other Practices 

Flood Control 
Ring Dikes  
Culverts and Diversions 

Well Relocation and Sealing 
Odor Control 
Conservation Drainage  
Wind Breaks 
High Tunnel Systems 
Irrigation Controls 

Feedlot Improvements 

Manure Storage Basins 
Earthen Basins 
Lined Basins 
Concrete Basins 
Slurrystores 

Structural Feedlot Improvements 
Concrete Slabs 
Scrape Alleys 
Retaining Walls 
Diversions and Curbing 
Pit Aprons 

Landscaping and Diversions 
Filter Strips 
Natural Buffers 
Grading 

Livestock Exclusion 
Cattle Fencing 
Controlled Grazing  

Roof Runoff Control 
Monoslope Feedlot Conversions 
Gutters and Runoff Control 

Mortality Compost Structures 

Manure Management 

Manure Spreading Equipment 
Terragators 
Box Spreaders 

Liquid Manure Spreaders 
Drag Lines 
Fertigation Equipment 

Manure Handling Equipment 
Tanks 
Skid Steers 

Manure Agitation and Pumping 
Basin Pumps  
Agitators 

Methane Digesters 

Septic Systems 

Mound Septic Systems 
Conventional Septic Systems 
Septic Repair 
Cluster Systems 
Central Sewer Connections 

Any Practice that Improves Water Quality!  
 

   
 

All projects must be approved by your local Soil & Water Conservation District
or Environmental Office prior to completion.

Please visit our website for more information: www.mda.state.mn.us/agbmploans
An Equal Opportunity Employer and Provider. TDD 1-800-627-3529

 

AgBMP Loan Program 
Example Practices 

Martin Soil & Water Employees

•When your child is near the ice, you    
should be near your child.

•Avoid alcoholic beverages.
•Carry two large nails to use as ice picks 

to pull yourself out if you fall through thin 
ice.

•Never drive on the ice at night.
•Avoid pressure ridges, and areas with  

current if you do choose to drive on the ice.
•Drive with your windows down and 

doors partially open to avoid becoming 
trapped  if your car breaks through.
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Area College
Student News

Concordia University, 
Seward, Nebraska named 
260 students to its honors 
list for the fall 2015 semes-
ter. The list of students in-
cludes: Mason Koeritz, 
a senior from Northrop. 
The top 25 percent of un-

dergraduate students who 
complete at least 12 credit 
hours on the traditional A-F 
grading scale, receive no 
failing grades in the semes-
ter and earn a semester GPA 
of at least 3.5 qualify for the 
honors list.

Check
It Out!

@ the Martin
County Library

martincountylibrary.org ‘Tis the season for taxes!  
We have already received 
many questions about taxes 
at the library.  Each year, 
there are changes regard-
ing tax forms at the library.  
Here are a few helpful tips:

*The Minnesota De-
partment of Revenue is no 
longer sending printed tax 
forms to the library.  

*The Federal IRS is send-

ing select tax forms to pub-
lic libraries, but they have 
not arrived yet.  We do not 
know which forms will be 
included in the packets they 
are sending.

*We can help you print 
tax forms from the Internet, 
but please be advised that 
there is a charge for printing 
tax forms.  

*AARP Tax volunteers 

will be doing taxes at no 
charge for senior and 
low-income filers.  This 
program is run out of the 
Fairmont library’s base-
ment and will be available 
the first week of February.  
To make an appointment, 
call them at 238-3107.  

 

Energy 
Ef cient

(507) 235-9009 • Fairmont, MN

PLUMBING, 
HEATING & 
COOLING

Gas or Electric Fireplaces
Over 500
pairs to
choose 
from!

1300 NORTH STATE ST.

FAIRMONT
MINNESOTA

The experts in residential
and commercial cleaning.

27 years in service!

Services Include:
Carpet & Furniture • Tile Floors

• Fire & Smoke Cleanup
• Entrance Rugs • Janitorial Service

Carpet Service
(507) 235-3765 • Fairmont, MN

cleanritecs@frontiernet.net

206 E. 3rd St. | Fairmont, MN

(507) 235-9418

POOLEY’S 
SCRAP
IRON

620 N. Main
Fairmont, MN

(507) 238-4391

HOURS:
Monday-Friday

7:30 a.m.-12 noon
& 1-4:30 p.m.

Closed Saturday

RECYCLE
ALUMINUM 
CANS HERE

Tom Barbour • owner

Call (712) 336-0362
www.kitchensolvers.com

Free Estimates

Cabinet Refacing Specialists

Party Buses

Taxi Service
&

Farmland
Tree Service

Insured and Free Estimates
SCOTT • 507-236-3951 • 507-764-4879
Of ce: 311 Delana Street, Sherburn, MN

Still serving the area after 30 years.
Arborist by trade.

• Tree Trimming & Removal
 • New Grove Restoration & Old Grove 
Cleanup • Stump Removal & Cleanup

• Lake Bank Trimming • Gutter Cleaning

Andy Gerhardt
Fairmont, MN

License # BC666132

andy@midwesthomeexterior.com

507-236-8100

• ROOFING 
• SIDING

• GUTTERS
• STEEL BUILDINGS

• Pruning • Removals • Cabling/Bracing • Tree Risk Assessment
• Stump Grinding • 24 Hour Emergency Storm Damage Service • Planting

23 Years
Professional 
Experience

RANDY L. NELSON 
ISA Certi ed Arborist
(507) 236-2824

Free
Estimates
Insured

24/7 . . . Rain or Shine . . .

Leland Leichtnam,
Agent

lel.lei@fnamn.com

eland Leichtnam, Adam Garbers,
Agent

adam.gar@fnamn.com

Kim Garbers,
Owner/Agent

kim.gar@fnamn.com

Your local, 
independent 

agent will
be there.

Providing Peace of Mind Since 1901

120 West 1st St. • Fairmont
(507) 238-4746 • fnamn.com

Service, Repairs, Parts and
Accessories for all Makes and Models

FXR Winter Apparel, SPY Goggles,
KFI Winches & Plows

SNOWMOBILE
& ATV REPAIR

E
R
E
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S

S
&
SS
&&&&&&&&&&

211 E Main ST | Ceylon, MN | 507-632-4666
Hours: Mon & Thur, 8am-5pm;

Tue, Wed, Fri, 8am-7pm; Sat, 10am-2pm

$15 STOP 
IN

TODAY!

MARKET
PLACET

H
E

COST PER 
WEEK IS ONLY:

P R O M O T E 
S E L L 
A D V E R T I S E

Demolition/Shinglers: Full - $365 (up to 35 sq.)
Solid Waste/Garbage: Full - $340 (10 cu. yards)

S $36 3
USE LIKE A DUMPSTER (6 DAYS MAX)

Mike’s Trailer Rental

We Deliver It - You Load It - We Dump It
• Less $$ for Partial Loads

mikesdumptrailerrental.com 

Call: 507-848-4575

914 N. State St., Fairmont, MN 56031
Mon-Fri: 7:30-5:30  Sat: 7:30-1:00

olsonrentals.com

- Personal/Commercial Lawn Equipment
- Power Washers   - Small Engine Repair

507-238-1393
● Sales    ● Service    ● Repair

Laurie Truesdell
Longarm Quilting

Dandi Stitchin
www.dandistichin.com

507-236-4109
962 70th St. ¤ Sherburn, MN

Like us on Facebook
dandistitchin@hotmail.com

YOUR LISTING COULD BE HERE!

Brad Anderson, Realtor
1010 East Fourth Street, Fairmont, MN

banderson22@midco.net • 507-236-1123
www.century21.com

VENDOR SHOW
Wed., Jan 27 • 5:00-6:30
Sat., Jan 30 • 1:00-4:00

105 W. 1st St.
across from Hollywood Babe

Candy
naturally based 

skin care

hats + bags

get organized
bag system

scented wax 
warmers

Nikki Bremer

507-236-6382

Hours by
appointment only.

Kotewa Painting
Exterior/Interior Painting 

Varnish/Staining
Joel Kotewa

314 E. 5th
Fairmont, MN

Free Estimates
Reasonable Rates

507.238.1892
507.848.5987

We also do boats, semis, tractors and farm
machinery. Call for quote: 507-848-0723

Packages: Simple - $75 (wax or shampoo)
Complete - $115 (wax & shampoo)

Dealer Complete - $150.

L.O.E. Auto Detailing & Sales

Hours: Mon-Sat 10-5
620 N. Prairie Ave, Fairmont

1225 E. Blue Earth Avenue
Fairmont, MN | 507-235-3388

napastargroup.com

Sales • Service
Parts • Accessories

Licensed
Septic System 

Install and 
Design

• Dirt & Rock Hauling
• Basement Work • Dozer Work

• Tree & Grove Removal

Sherburn, MN
507-764-2680

FREE
ESTIMATES

Redi Haul
Sales & Service

D.O.T. Certi ed Inspection Station

Trailer Parts & Repair
• Wheel Bearings Packed
• Brake Parts & Repair
• Lights & Wiring
• Couplers & Balls
• Trailer Hitches Installed

1205 N. Dewey St.
Fairmont, MN 56031
Ph. 507-238-4231
www.redihaul.com

Quali ed Technicians: 
Repair All Brands of Trailers.

Help for
veterans and
their families

Linkage Line
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Fairmont 507-238-4318 • Jackson 507-847-3468

923 N. State St., Suite 170 — Fairmont, MN
Kahler, Hartung & Wedel Auction Companies
& Dan Pike Auction Company, (507) 238-4318

Dar Hall Auction Co.

Watch our website for upcoming auction  yer.
www.auctioneeralley.com or www.danpikeauction.com

Allen Kahler, 764-3591 • Ryan Kahler, 764-4440 
Kevin Kahler, 235-5014 •  Dan Pike, 847-3468 • Doug Wedel, 236-4255

Dar Hall, 327-0535 • Dustyn & Leah Hartung, 236-7629
Larry Bremer, 236-4175

NEW EXCLUSIVE LISTING:  Approximately 120 
acres of bare farm and recreational land in Westford 
Township. May be split into smaller parcels. Contact 
Allen Kahler - Broker.

Open Houses

1140 Torgerson Drive
Fairmont, MN | 507.238.4496

www.CaversRealty.com

Cavers Realty

Saturday, January 30 | 11 am-1 pm

1313 School Street, 
Fairmont: $159,900

1518 Falcon Drive, 
Fairmont: $104,900

215 E. Christina St.
Fairmont: $254,900

1307 N Orient St.
Fairmont: $134,900

3 bed, 2 bath, 4-garage

2 bed, 1 bath Townhome

4 bed, 3 bath, 2-garage

3 bed, 2 bath, 2-garage

Jordan Meyer
Realtor
(605) 695-5427

Sara Rosenberg
Realtor
(507) 236-2712

Paul Determan
Realtor
(507) 236-1214

Julie Liljenquist
Realtor
(507) 399-1368

NORTHLAND REALTY
THE GOLD STANDARD

This Week’s Martin County

REAL ESTATE TRANSFERS
brought to you by

507.238.4796
1010 E. 4th St., Fairmont, MN

century21northlandrealty.com

NOTICE: Lake Belt Cemetery Association, Ceylon, MN is 
seeking individuals to bid for cemetery lawn maintenance 
at the cemetery for 2016. Bids are to include providing 
own maintenance equipment, fuel and labor to maintain 
approximately fi ve acres. Payment will be made on a per-
time basis, so bids need to be for a per-time basis.

Bids should be sent to:
Lake Belt Cemetery Association
P.O. Box 43, Ceylon, MN 56121

Or emailed to hagenfarms@yourstarnet.net
Deadline for submitting bids is February 22, 2016.

MINNESOTA SECRETARY OF STATE 
 CERTIFICATE OF ASSUMED NAME 

Minnesota Statutes Chapter 333
Read the instructions before completing this form. Filing fee: 
$50.00. Note: An Annual Renewal is required to be  led once 
every calendar year, beginning in the calendar year following the 
original  ling with the Secretary of State. The  ling of an assumed 
name does not provide a user with exclusive rights to that name. 
The  ling is required for consumer protection in order to enable 
consumers to be able to identify the true owner of a business.
1. List the exact assumed name under which the business is or 
will be conducted: (Required) GENE’S CLEANERS. 2. Principal 
Place of Business: (Required) Street Address (A PO Box by itself 
is not acceptable) 112 E BLUE EARTH AVENUE, FAIRMONT, MN 
56031 USA. 3. List the name and complete street address of all 
persons conducting business under the above Assumed Name, 
OR if an entity, provide legal corporate, LLC, or Limited Partnership 
name and registered of ce address: (Required) Name: GENE’S 
CLEANERS. Street 112 E BLUE EARTH AVENUE City FAIRMONT 
State MN ZIP 56031. Name 4. I, the undersigned, certify that I am 
signing this document as the person whose signature is required, 
or as agent of the person(s) whose signature would be required 
who has authorized me to sign this document on his/her behalf, 
or in both capacities. I further certify that I have completed all 
required  elds, and that the information in this document is true 
and correct and in compliance with the applicable chapter of Min-
nesota Statutes. I understand that by signing this document I am 
subject to the penalties of perjury as set forth in Section 609.48 
as if I had signed this document under oath. Signature (Only one 
nameholder or an authorized agent is required to sign) TIMOTHY 
MCCLINTOCK Date 01/08/16 Email Address for Of cial Notices. 
Enter an email address to which the Secretary of State can forward 
of cial notices required by law and other notices: mommclintock@
yahoo.com Entities that own, lease or have any  nancial interest in 
agricultural land or land capable of being farmed must register with 
the Department of Agriculture. State of Minnesota, Department of 
State, FILED JANUARY 8, 2016, Steve Simon, Secretary of State.

51 Downtown Plaza (the old Post Offi ce building)
Fairmont, MN • www.stevenepiercecpa.com

507-238-4304
Taking care of your business is our business.

•Personal and business tax fi lings.
•Payroll, general ledger and fi nancial statement prep.
•Timely and professional service reasonably priced.

Steven E. Pierce, Ltd.
Certifi ed

Public Accountant

WARRANTY DEEDS
Pheasants Forever, Inc. to 

United States of America, Me-
andered Lake Lot G of Holmes 
Lake, SW¼, 35-102-32

Pheasants Forever, Inc. to 
United States of America, Pt. 
Lake Lot H, Govt. Lot 2, NW¼, 
35-102-32

Pheasants Forever, Inc. to 
United States of America, Pt. 
Lot G, Govt. Lots 1, 2, NW¼, Pt. 
Lot G. Govt. Lot 3, NE¼, 2-101-
32

John E. Larson, Sherry R. 

Larson, Sherry S. Larson to 
Erin L. Howk, E.50; Lots 9 and 
10, Block 18, Original Plat of 
Fairmont

Caroline E. Luhrs, Norman 
Luhrs to Randy C. Nelson, 
Roger C. Nelson, Und. 1/4 Int. 
S½NW¼, 18-101-32

Marcia Goossen, Marsha 
Goossen to Beverly J. Bottin, 
Jeffrey S. Bottin, Kevin L. Bot-
tin, Shirley A. Bottin, W½NE¼, 
6-104-23

Barbara Goossen, Charles 
Goossen to Beverly J. Bottin, 

Jeffrey S. Bottin, Kevin L. Bot-
tin, Shirley A. Bottin, W½NE¼, 
6-104-33

Jack Goossen, John C. 
Goossen, Royanne Goossen to 
Beverly J. Bottin, Jeffrey S. Bot-

Residential
Building Contractor

Roofing Specialist
Call for free estimate

Phone : (507) 399-9570

Benjamin Rosa

0

MN DOLI License #20639548

and

“Fairmont’s Newest Furniture Store”

Furniture • Bedding
• Much More

206 N State Street • Fairmont, MN
(507) 235-9257

Hours: M 9-7; T-F 9-5; Sat. 10-3

Denney’s
Home Furnishings

AERIAL PROFESSIONAL TREE CARE

24 Hour Emergency Storm Damage
. Competitive Pricing 
. Farm Groves
. Tree Trimming, Removal

& Risk Assessment
. Over 70 Years

Professional Exerience

KIMMET FAMILY
$ BEST VALUE $
TREE SERVICE

Hire 
Kimmet 
for Your 

Complete 
Tree Care 
Service!

Newly purchased 
stump grinder

Systems work in  nished or un nished basements

A Division of Tennyson Construction • Truman, MN • Ctr. Lic. #BC007029

WE SOLVE BASEMENT PROBLEMS!

1-800-658-2501 or (507) 776-5201

Free Estimates • Licensed
Insured • Locally Owned

We transfer VHS tapes to DVD.
We transfer slides to DVD.

205 Downtown Plaza
Fairmont, MN
507-235-5190

927 E. 10th St. • Fairmont • 507-238-1212
dougsportscenter@frontiernet.netCenterCCCCCCCCCCCCCDougSports

Arctic Cat and FXR Winter clothing

Stop in and get our2016 CLEARANCE SALE
Youth-Adult: Coats • Bibs • Boots • Gloves • Hats • Helmets

*  on al l  in-stock merchandise.

Clearance 
items!40%

on all in-house
merchandise.

off
Check out our 
CLEARANCE 
parts table.

40-75%
off

Discount on ATV
and snowmobile
accessories only.20%

off

*

*

*

Fitzgerald Moving

507-235-9669
Home: 507.235.3093 • Cell: 507.236.2013

Proudly Serving The Upper Midwest

Local & Long Distance Moves
Full Packing Services Available

Wardrobes, Dishpacks, 
Packing Paper, etc.

Best of All ~ We Love To Move Pianos!

FREE ESTIMATES

His toric  S ta te
Theatre

 DOWNTOWN JACKSON
 847-4360
www.HISTSTATETHEATRE.com10

12
9

Sherburn
Theatre

Sherburn, MN
507-764-4045
www.sherburntheater.com

Kung Fun Panda 3
Jan. 29-Feb. 4

Fri: 7:30 (3D);
Sat: 3:00 (3D), 7:30
Sun: 3:00, 7:30 (3D),

Mon: 7:30 (3D), Tues: 7:30,
Wed: 7:30 (3D), Thurs: 7:30

Star Wars
The Force Awakens

Jan. 29-31

Fri: 7:00 
Sat-Sun: 4:00, 7:00

PG

PG-13

tin, Kevin L. Bottin, Shirley A. 
Bottin, W½NE¼, 6-104-33

John E. Goossen to Beverly 
J. Bottin, Jeffery S. Bottin, Kev-
in L. Bottin, Shirley A. Bottin, 
W½NE¼, 6-104-23

Amber Holmers, Amber 
Schultz, Lance A. Schultz to 
Bernadette E. Reuter, Jacob P. 
Reuter, Pt. Lots 3 and 4, Pt. Lot 
5 w/easement, Block 1, Lake 
Park Addn.

Dawn Weseman, John B. 
Weseman to Brittany Ann Lutz, 
James Richard Lutz, Jr., Lots 
14 and 15, Block 17, Morgans 
Addn., Sherburn

Dale B. Keck, Shirley J. Keck, 
to Dale B. Keck and Shirley J. 
Keck Revocable Trust, Dale B. 
Keck, Trustee, Shirley J. Keck, 
Trustee, Lots 1, 2, 3, Block 8, 
Original Plat Welcome

Dale J. Strauser, Atty.-in-
fact, Evelyn D. Strauser to Cody 
Theobald, Pt. SE¼SW¼, 13-
103-29

Metlife Home Loans LLC to 
Isaac B. Lewan, Pt. NE¼NE¼, 
15-104-32

Dagmar V. Howe, Gary L. 
Howe to Brandi Opheim, Eliz-
abeth Opheim, Lot 6, Block 3, 
3rd Ext. Wards Central Addn.

QUIT CLAIM DEEDS
Rabbe Ag Enterprises to 

Farmers State Bank of Trimont, 
Pt. N½NE¼, 5-104-32; Pt. Lots 
11, 12, Block 12, Original Plat 
Ormsby

Mary L. Stoneback to Kev-
in Stoneback, Pt. SE¼SW¼, 
Pt. SW¼SE¼, 3-102-30; Pt. 
W½NE¼, Pt. SE¼NE¼, 10-
102-30

Lorena E. Zeitz to Lorena 

E. Zeitz Living Trust, SW¼, Pt. 
NE¼SE¼, 25-103-32

Gail E. Anderson, Margaret 
M. Anderson to Lori T. Swee-
ney, Und. 1/2 Int. Lot 3, Block 
2, Webers Addn.

Ardys Manzey, Ronald 
H. Manzey to Ardys Manzey, 
Ronald H. Manzey, E½NW¼, 
30-102-32; Pt. SW¼, 19-102-32; 
E½W½NW¼, 30-102-32

TRUSTEE DEEDS
Darrel Leiding, Trustee, 

Kathy J. Meixel, Trustee, Elda 
M. Leiding Irrevocable Trust 
to Dwayne Maday, Roberta 
Maday, Lot 7, Block 1, Cardinal 
Addn.

Caroline E. Luhrs, Norman 
Luhrs, Caroline E. Luhrs Trust 
to Randy C. Nelson, Roger C. 
Nelson, Und. 3/4 Int. S½NW¼, 
18-101-32

Steven E. Buckmeier, Ver-
non R. Buckmeier Revocable 
Trust to Steven E. Buckmeier, 
Vernette R. Turner, Lot 4, Block 
11, Lake George 2nd Addn.

Delphine F. Hanson, Trust-
ee, Hanson Family Revocable 
Trust, Milton H. Hanson and 
Delphine F. Hanson Family Re-
vocable Trust, to Jason McLel-
lan, Lot 4, Block 2, Lake George 
Addn.
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Fairmont United Methodist Church is seeking a 3/4 time Family 
Ministry Coordinator.  The Coordinator will work with the church 
ministry staff team, an existing Youth Advisory Council of adults 
and youth, and Christian Education Committee to plan and coor-
dinate an effective family ministry.

We are looking for an outgoing and enthusiastic individual with a 
strong Christian faith, good organizational and leadership skills, 
who enjoys working on a ministry team with other church staff.  
This position will be 30 hours per week.  Fairmont is a county seat 
in southern Minnesota that has a wide array of recreational activi-
ties among a chain of five lakes, as well as new businesses coming 
to town.  Our church has had steady growth with a long-tenured 
senior pastor and a Director of Christian Education.

A detailed job description and application form can be found on 
our website at www.umcfairmont.org.

Applications should be received by March 15, 2016 and can be 
picked up at the church at 119 E. 2nd Street, Fairmont or email 
your resume to umcfmtconnie@gmail.com.

Family Ministry Coordinator  

We’re looking for someone  
with a Class A CDL who can  
make 2-3 trips per week  to 

a facility in Shakopee.
Part-time, fl exible

schedule.  No Weekends.
Applicants must be safety-
oriented,  team-players and 

self-motivated.  Must be 
friendly and dependable.

We off er competitive 
benefi ts and pay. 

Apply today!
BY E-MAIL: 

hometown@windomnet.com 
IN PERSON:

1031 Fairview Avenue,
Fairmont, MN 56031

BY MAIL: 
Hometown Sanitation,  
Attn: Human Resources

PO Box 68,
Windom, MN 56101

HOMETOWN SANITATION 
IS GROWING! 

 We’re looking for a few 
new  teammates, including  

Class B CDL drivers, and  
part-time general labor.

A Class B CDL is a minimum 
requirement  to operate 

the garbage trucks on your 
own.  However, we will help 
train the right  candidate to 

acquire that license.
We are also looking for 

a  PART-TIME GENERAL 
LABORER Duties would 

include helping drivers  on 
route, operating loading 
equipment  and baling 

recyclable materials, among 
other things.

All applicants must be safe-
ty-oriented,  team-players 

and self-motivated.  Must be 
friendly, dependable,  and 

able to lift up to 60 pounds.
We off er competitive ben-
efi ts and pay.  Apply today!

BY E-MAIL: 
hometown@windomnet.com 

IN PERSON:
1031 Fairview Avenue,

Fairmont, MN 56031
BY MAIL: 

Hometown Sanitation,  
Attn: Human Resources

PO Box 68,
Windom, MN 56101

HOMETOWN SANITATION 
IS GROWING! 

Are you tired of sitting behind a desk from 8-5? Would 
you rather be out in public working with area businesses? If 
you consider yourself outgoing and motivated by financial 
rewards… Then a career in media sales might be for you!

KKOJ-AM/FM & the new Xtreme Country 105.7 is 
currently hiring a media specialist. You will work with 
businesses to help them grow their business through radio, 
web, social media and streaming advertising. When they’re 
successful, so are you.  

Does this sound like something you’d be good at? 
Previous customer service or sales experience is a plus. A 
generous commission, full benefits package, plus personal 

time off. Email your resumé to careers@
exploreokoboji.com. You’ll make a good 
living and most importantly, have fun 
doing it.

Community First Broadcasting, LLC, 
is an equal opportunity employer. 

Media Specialist Wanted

Wanted: Part-time and/or 
fi ll-in vehicle driver to trans-
port adults with disabilities 
to STEP mornings and aft er-
noons. Safe driving record 
required. Previous experience 
driving or with people with 
disabilities preferred.

Contact: STEP, Inc.,
5 Downtown Plaza, P.O. Box 

110, Fairmont,
(507) 238-4341 for application.

An Equal Opportunity Employer.” 

1 week, your picture and 20 words for $16; Run 2 weeks, 
your picture and 20 words for $26. We’ll take the picture 
at the Photo Press for an additional $3.50

Picture Peddler
Deadline Monday at Noon for Wednesday’s publication

2001 DODGE DURANGO SLT
4x4, heated leather seats, loaded, 

great miles. Sale price $4,995
Welcome Motor Co., 1310 N. State St.,

Fairmont, MN, 235-3447  welcomemotorcompany.com

ACREAGE FOR SALE BY SHERBURN
4 BR, 1 BA, 7 outbuildings incl. heated shop. 
New roof, current septic. Large master, gas 
 replace. $165,000 Call 507-525-4582

 

Classifieds

10 Apartments
For Rent

Krueger Realty: one or two 
bedrooms, some with heat pro-
vided. Garbage, water, on-site 
laundry. EHO. Call Krueger Re-
alty at 507-235-9060. 25-tfn-10

23 For Sale

HARDWOOD FIREWOOD for 
sale. Split, dry, stored in-
side. Will deliver or you 
haul. Camping, home heat-
ing. John Mike Kimmet. 
507-238-1724.   33-15tp-23

7  Help Wanted

24 Household 
Items

Refurbished appliances 
for sale. Dan’s Appliance 
Sleepsource and TV. 1255 
Hwy 15 South, Fairmont. 
507-238-2333.   25-tfn-24

ANTIQUE ROLL TOP DESK, 
1890’s antique shotgun, misc 
tools, furniture, Tonka and Ertl 
toys. Call 507-238-4157.

37-3tp-23

QUITTING - HELMETS and 
snowmobile clothing sale! 
Another 10% off our already 
low, low prices on helmets 
and jackets until gone. Dar-
ryl’s Motor Sports, Orms-
by. 507-736-4131. 36-3tcc-3

3 Notices

KIMBALL PIANO IN VERY nice 
shape. Asking $200.00. Call 
507-236-1939.    36-3tp-24

11 Houses for Rent
SHERBURN - SMALL 2 bed-
room house with attached 
garage. No pets, no smoking. 
Deposit and references re-
quired. 507-764-7041. 37-3tp-11

Lineman Position Truman Pub-
lic Utilities is accepting appli-
cations for a lineman position. 
Applications& job description 
can be found on our website- 
trumanmn.us or calling the of-
fice 507-776-6501. Submit your 
application and resumé by Feb-

Truman Public Schools is look-
ing for Paraprofessional Sub-
stitutes and Teacher Substi-
tutes. Truman Schools is not 
part of Teachers On Call. Indi-
viduals who wish to be consid-
ered for these positions must 
complete an application form. 
The form is available to be 
picked up at the district office 
during normal school hours or 
it can be faxed or emailed to 
you. Contact Shirley Rohman 
at rohmans@truman.k12.
mn.us or call 507-776-2111.
 37-2tc-7

ONE BEDROOM, ONE BATH 
house, with garage, appli-
ances, no pets or smok-
ing. references required. 
507-525-1411. 37-3tp-11

COSMETOLOGISTS WANTED 
for Elite Independent Salon 
in Fairmont. Rent a space, 
keep what you earn. Call Car-
ey for details. 507-995-6494.                    
37-2tc-7

DRIVERS: CDL-A Wanted. Guar-
anteed pay PLUS mileage .50/
mile. $2500 Sign On Bonus. 
Quarterly incentives plus $1500 
annual incentive. Attractive 
and Affordable Benefits Pack-
age. 855-902-7681.       38-2tcc-7

31 Automobiles
For Sale

2001 NISSAN ALTIMA. PS, PB, 
Pioneer stereo. High miles, 
maintained regularly, 
runs good. Body and inte-
rior in good shape. $1,600. 
507-236-8877.    38-3tp-31

28 Rummage &
Garage Sales

Indoor Moving and Rum-
mage Sale: 911 Home Street, 
Thursday, Jan. 28, 3-6 p.m. 
Cedar chest, bookcase, hall 
tree, quilt magazines & stands, 
19” computer monitor & desk, 
beanies, fishing poles, handi-
cap equipment, much misc.
 		    38-1tp-28

PERSONAL CARE 
ASSISTANT(S): Full time and 
Part-time assistance(s) are 
needed in the Fairmont area. 
Looking for a few high energy 
individual(s) to care for a spe-
cial needs child in her home, 
assisting with personal cares, 
social activities, ect. Must be 
flexible with scheduling as 
needs change based on school 
closure, etc. Open shifts in-
clude: Mostly, after school 
hours. Availability to work on 
non-school days with short 
notice. Some Weekend Hours 
required Call Cindy for more 
information at: (507)-238-1497. 
Part-time assistance(s) is also 
needed to help a middle aged 
woman with some personal 
cares and light household 
management/cleaning, run-
ning errands, ect. Open shifts 
include: Dayshift hours during 
the week, flexible. Call Victo-
ria for more information at: 
(507)-399-3617. All applicants 

must have a valid driver’s li-
cense, ability to pass a crimi-
nal background check and 
required PCA on-line certifica-
tion. All PCAs will be trained 
and hired by SMILES CIL PCA 
Choice Program located in 
Mankato, MN. For training/
hiring questions contact Jesi 
at jraimann@smilescil.org or 
call (507)-345-7139 ext.113. All 
PCAs will start at $11.80 per 
hour. 		     38-3tcc-7

Adoption
PREGNANT? - Adoption is a loving 
choice for Unplanned Pregnancy. Call 
Andrea 866-236-7638 (24/7) for adop-
tion information/profile; view loving 
couples at
www.ANAadoptions.com. Financial 
Assistance Available. 
Autos Wanted
A-1 DONATE YOUR CAR FOR BREAST 
CANCER! Help United Breast Founda-
tion education, prevention, & support 
programs. FAST FREE PICKUP - 24 HR 
RESPONSE - TAX DEDUCTION 855-
403-0213
Health & Fitness

CLASSIFIEDS
READER ADVISORY:

The National Trade Association we belong 
to has purchased the above classifieds. 
Determining the value of their service or 
product is advised by this publication. In 
order to avoid misunderstandings, some 
advertisers do not offer “employment” but 
rather supply the readers with manuals, 
directories and other materials designed 
to help their clients establish mail order 
selling and other businesses at home. 
Under NO circumstance should you send 
any money in advance or give the client 
your checking, license ID, or credit card 
numbers. Also beware of ads that claim to 
guarantee loans regardless of credit and 
note that if a credit repair company does 
business only over the phone it is illegal 
to request any money before delivering 
its service.  All funds are based in US 
dollars.  Toll free numbers may or may not 
reach Canada.   ADVERTISE to 10 mil-
lion Homes across the USA!  Place your 
ad in over 140 community newspapers, 
with circulation totaling over 10 million 
homes.  Contact Independent Free Papers 
of America IFPA at danielleburifpa@live.
com or visit our website cadnetads.com for 
more information.

AUTOMOBILES/MOTORCYCLES WANT-
ED
MOTORCYCLES: TOP CASH PAID! For 
Old Motorcycles! 1900-1980. DEAD OR 
ALIVE! 920-371-0494 (MCN)
WANT TO BUY
WANTED TO BUY: Basswood by truck-
load delivered to Dodgeville, WI. Bark 
intact, harvested in dormancy, delivered 
FRESH cut. Pre-arranged purchases only. 
Call Al Ladd at 608-935-2341 ext.333 
(MCN)
ADOPTION
*ADOPTION:* Adoring DOCTORS, Play-
ful Pets, Outdoor Adventures, Uncon-
ditional LOVE awaits miracle baby. Ex-
penses paid 1-800-563-7964 *Andrea & 
Dennis* (MCN)
ADOPTION. Arizona couple promises 
baby secure future. Grandparents and 
cousins, education, travel, sports. Ex-
penses paid. Call Michelle/James 1 (602) 
680-9820 or attorney 1 (424) 901-6671 
(MCN)
A UNIQUE ADOPTIONS, LET US HELP!  
Personalized Adoption Plans. Financial 
Assistance, Housing, Relocation and 
More. Giving the Gift of Life?  You De-
serve the Best. 1-888-637-8200. 24HR 
Hotline. (MCN)
EMPLOYMENT/HELP WANTED
OWNER OPERATORS wanted. Paid all 
miles. No touch freight. Many operating 
discounts. Family run business for 75 
years. Many bonuses and good home 
time. Direct deposit paid weekly. Call 
800-533-0564 ext.205. (MCN)
CLASS A CDL Driver. Good home time. 
Stay in the Midwest. Great pay and ben-
efits. Matching 401k. Bonuses and tax 
free money. Experience needed. Call 
Scott 507-437-9905. Apply on-line http://
www.mcfgtl.com (MCN)
MAKE $1000 Weekly!! Mailing Brochures 
From Home. Helping home workers 
since 2001. No Experience Required. 
Start Immediately! www.centralmailing.
net (MCN)
MAKE $1,000 WEEKLY! Paid in advance! 
Mailing Brochures at Home! Easy pleas-
ant work. Begin Immediately! Age unim-
portant! www.MyHomeIncomeNow55.
com (MCN)
Was YOUR New Year’s Resolution to 
make More MONEY and become your 
own BOSS? Premier Income Plan will 
allow you to do that WITHOUT RECRUIT-
ING OR SELLING plus we GUARANTEE 
Sales. 1-888-315-8157 PIP.FreedomOn-
line.INFO (MCN)
FOR SALE
FRUIT TREES LOW AS $18. Blueberry, 
Grape, Strawberry, Asparagus, Ever-
green & Hardwood Plants. FREE catalog. 
WOODSTOCK NURSERY, N1831 Hwy 95, 
Nellsville, WI 54456. Toll Free 888-803-
8733. wallace-woodstock.com (MCN)
TRAILER CLOSEOUT SALE: 2 & 4 place 
aluminum snowmobile trailers. Special 
on 14,000 lb. skid trailers. 29’ combo 
snowmobile enclosed car hauler special. 
www.FortDodgeTrailerWorld.com 515-
972-4554.
HEALTH & MEDICAL
CASH PAID for unexpired, sealed DIA-
BETIC TEST STRIPS! 1 DAY PAYMENT 
& PREPAID shipping. HIGHEST PRICES! 
Call 1-888-389-0695. www.cash4diabetic-
supplies.com (MCN)
Viagra!! 52 Pills for Only $99.00! Your #1 
trusted provider for 10 years. Insured 
and Guaranteed Delivery. Call today 
1-888-403-7751 (MCN)
Got Knee Pain? Back Pain? Shoulder 

Pain? Get a pain-relieving brace at little 
or NO cost to you. Medicare Patients 
Call Health Hotline Now! 1- 800-604-2613 
(MCN)
ATTENTION: VIAGRA AND CIALIS US-
ERS! A cheaper alternative to high drug-
store prices! 50 Pill Special - $99 FREE 
Shipping! 100 Percent Guaranteed. CALL 
NOW: 1-800-795-9687 (MCN)
VIAGRA 100mg, CIALIS 20mg. 50 tabs 
$90 includes FREE SHIPPING. 1-888-836-
0780 or Metro-Meds.net (MCN) 
AS SEEN ON TV:  Burn fat quickly & ef-
fectively with Garcinia Cambogia.  
Blocks fat. Suppresses your appetite. 
Safe - 100% natural.  Satisfaction Guar-
anteed! Free bottle with select packages! 
844-587-6487 (MCN)
LIVING WITH BACK PAIN, NECK PAIN or 
WRIST PAIN?  Medicare recipients may 
qualify to receive a pain relieving brace 
at little or no cost, plus get Free Ship-
ping.  Call now to speak with a Rapid 
Relief back pain specialist! 844-887-0082 
(MCN)
ACNE SUFFERERS:  Clear your acne with 
all natural Acnezine!  Eliminate the root 
cause of acne fast. No negative side ef-
fects of chemical treatments. Exclusive 
Trial Offer, Call: 855-402-7215 (MCN)
 Stop OVERPAYING for your prescrip-
tions! Save up to 93%! Call our licensed 
Canadian and International pharmacy 
service to compare prices and get $15.00 
off your first prescription and FREE Ship-
ping. 1-800-263-4059. (MCN)
MISCELLANEOUS
Free Pills! Viagra!! Call today to find out, 
how to get your free Pills! Price too low 
to Mention! Call today 1-877-560-0997 
(MCN)
Emergencies can strike at any time. Wise 
Food Storage makes it easy to prepare 
with tasty, easy-to-cook meals that have 
a 25-year shelf life. FREE SAMPLE. Call: 
844-275-5400 (MCN)
$14.99 SATELLITE TV.  Includes free in-
stallation.  High speed internet for less 
than $.50 a day.  Low cost guarantee. Ask 
about our FREE IPAD with Dish Network.  
Call today 1-855-331-6646 (Not available 
in NE) (MCN)
DISH NETWORK - $19 Special, includes 
FREE Premium Movie Channels (HBO, 
Showtime, Cinemax, and Starz) and 
Blockbuster at home for 3 months. Free 
installation and equipment. Call NOW! 
1-866-820-4030 (MCN)
AT&T U-Verse for just $59.99/mo! BUN-
DLE & SAVE with AT&T 
Internet+Phone+TV and get a FREE pre-
paid Visa Card! (select plans). HURRY, 
CALL NOW! 855-841-2927 (MCN)
A PLACE FOR MOM. The nation’s largest 
senior living referral service. Contact our 
trusted, local experts today! Our service 
is FREE/no obligation. CALL 1-800-442-
5148 (MCN)
DISH NETWORK - Get MORE for LESS! 
Starting $19.99/month (for 12 months). 
PLUS Bundle & SAVE (Fast Internet for 
$15 more/month). CALL Now 1-800-390-
3140 (MCN)
Switch to DIRECTV and get a FREE 
Whole-Home Genie HD/DVR upgrade. 
Starting at $19.99/mo. FREE 3 months of 
HBO, SHOWTIME & STARZ.  New Cus-
tomers Only. Don’t settle for cable. Call 
Now 1-800-203-4378 (MCN)
19.99/mo. for DIRECTV - HD Channels + 
Genie HD DVR + 3 months FREE HBO, 
SHOW, MAX & STARZ + FREE NFL 
Sunday Ticket! Call Now 1-888-552-7314 
(MCN)
 ADT Security protects your home & fam-
ily from “what if” scenarios. Fire, flood, 
burglary or carbon monoxide, ADT pro-
vides 24/7 security. Don’t wait! Call Now! 
1-888-607-9294 (MCN)
GET HELP NOW! One Button Senior 
Medical Alert. Falls, Fires & Emergencies 
happen. 24/7 Protection. Only $14.99/mo. 
Call NOW 1-888-840-7541 (MCN) 
ALL THINGS BASEMENTY! Basement 
Systems Inc. Call us for all of your base-
ment needs! Waterproofing, Finishing, 
Structural Repairs, Humidity and Mold 
Control. FREE ESTIMATES! Call 1-800-
640-8195 (MCN)
VACATION/TRAVEL
Tired of the snow? Become a Winter 
Texan where the sun meets the gulf. 
Over 100 RV resorts and retirement 
communities for you to choose from. 
RV sites, fully furnished rentals and 
more. For more information visit www.
rgvparks.org (MCN)
AUTOMOBILES
DONATE YOUR CAR, TRUCK OR BOAT 
TO HERITAGE FOR THE BLIND. Free 3 
Day Vacation, Tax Deductible, Free Tow-
ing, All Paperwork Taken Care Of. 1-800-
283-0205 (MCN)
PERSONALS
MEET SINGLES RIGHT NOW!  No paid 
operators, just real people like you.  
Browse greetings, exchange messages 
and connect live.  Try it free.  Call now:  
800-357-4970 (MCN) 
FINANCIAL
Are you in BIG trouble with the IRS? Stop 
wage & bank levies, liens & audits, un-
filed tax returns, payroll issues, & re-
solve tax debt FAST. Call 888-606-6673 
(MCN)
STUDENT LOAN PAYMENTS got you 
down?  We can help reduce payments 
and get finances under control, call: 866-
871-1626 (MCN)

ruary 1st to Truman Public Utili-
ties, 202 W Ciro, Truman, MN 
56088. 37-2tc-7

VIAGRA 100MG and CIALIS 20mg! 50 
Pills $99.00 FREE Shipping! 100% guar-
anteed. CALL
NOW! 1-866-312-6061
VIAGRA 100mg, CIALIS 20mg. 50 tabs 
$90 includes FREE SHIPPING. 1-888-
836-0780 or Metro-Meds.net 
Miscellaneous 
Make a Connection. Real People, Flirty 
Chat. Meet singles right now! Call Live-
Links. Try it FREE. Call NOW. 1-888-909-
9905 18+.
New Year, New Career - AVIATION 
Grads work with Ameri-
can, Boeing, Southwest and
others- Get hands on maintenance 
training. Financial aid if quali-
fied. Call AIM 866-453-6204
SERIOUSLY INJURED in an AUTO AC-
CIDENT? Let us fight for 
you! If our attorneys don’t
win, you don’t pay!! Call today for a 
FREE consultation! 855-683-0532
*STOP Overpaying on Cable TV* Lock 
in Your Price for 3 Years. 
FREE Install, HD and
Movie Channels Same Bill, Same Price 
Every Month Call DISH Net-
work - 855-590-3207
Wanted to Buy
CASH PAID - up to $25/Box for unex-
pired, sealed DIABETIC TEST STRIPS. 
1-DAY PAYMENT. 1-800-371-1136
Wants to purchase minerals and other 
oil and gas interests. Send details to 
P.O. Box 13557 Denver, CO 80201
ADVERTISE to 10 million homes across 
the USA! Place your ad in over 140 
community newspapers, with circula-
tion totaling over 10 million homes. 
Contact Independent Free Papers of 
American(IFPA) at danielleburnett-
ifpa@live.com or visit our website 
cadnetads.com for more information.



CELEBRATION TIME - Cardinals Alyssa Fetters 
celebrates her third-period goal that got by Morris 
Benson Area’s goalie Abbey Hoffman. The Cards 
downed the Storm 5-2 last Saturday.  

FIRST TIMER – Cardinals #12 Tanner Dewar 
scored his first varsity goal as teammate Ethan 
Lubenow looks on. The Cards defeated Morris 
Benson Area 3-0 Saturday at the Martin County 
Arena.  Photos courtesy gregabelphotography.com

PAYING
TOO MUCH?

• Individual
returns

• Business
returns

• Tax planning
Call us for a quote 

of our reasonable rates!

Evening and weekend 
appointments available.

AGENCY
TAX

SERVICE
112 W. 1st St.

(Next to Edie’s Restaurant) 
Fairmont, MN

Stew Murfield, Owner

(507) 238-2054

Pancake45th annual

breakfast

Grace Lutheran Church Boy Scout Troop 56

Pancakes are All You Can Eat
served with sausage or ham, syrup 

& butter, juice, milk or coffee.

Sunday, February 7 • 9:00 a.m.-1:00 p.m.
Grace Fellowship Hall

Advance tickets: $5/person; $15/family.
Tickets at the door: $6/person; $16/family;
kids under 6 eat FREE. Support the Scouts!

WILD MASCOT – Nordy, the Minnesota Wild hock-
ey team’s mascot, entertained and signed autographs 
Saturday at the Martin County Arena. Nordy was part 
of the Fairmont Hockey Association’s “Hockey Day” 
where the Mites, Bantams, Pee-wee’s, Girls 12U and 
the high school varsity teams played eight games. 
Courtesy fairmontsports.com

Fairmont Area Elementary 
to Hold Cheer Clinic

Fairmont Area Elemen-
tary School will hold a cheer 
clinic on Saturday, January 
30th from Noon to 4:00 p.m. 
at Fairmont Elementary in 
the main gym. 

The clinic is for any K-6 
student who wants to lear to 
become a cheerleader. The 
clinic will focus on: cheers, 
pom routine, motions, 
jumps, stunts, tumbling and 
making new friends!

Future cheerleaders will 
perform on Friday, Febru-
ary 5th during halftime at 
the Fairmont Area Girls Var-
sity basketball game. 

Attendees will receive 

a light lunch, t-shirt, poms 
and cheer list. There is a 
charge for this clinic.

For more information, 
contact Deb Heinrich at 
507-236-3287.

WEEK OF
JANUARY 30, 1991

Fairmont’s first Winter 
Carnival was to be held in 
February with events for 
all ages. Kicking off the fes-
tival would be tours of the 
Opera House restoration, 
The Lakeside Ramblers 
Dixieland Band. Warren 
Nelson and the Lost Na-
tion String Band would be 
followed on Saturday with 
snow golf, volleyball in 
the snow and a snowmo-
bile icekhana and sleight 
rides, all at Heritage Acres. 
Several other events were 
scheduled.

* * * 
Superintendent of the 

Mail Dean Dwyer of the 
Fairmont Post Office was 
pictured with 25 packages 
from the Fairmont Ameri-
can Legion Post and Aux-
iliary, being sent to Mar-
tin County servicemen in 
Saudi, Arabia who were 
part of Desert Storm de-
ployment.

* * * 
Freda Yahnke of Fair-

mont was winner of the 
1981 Pontiac Catalina 
given away at Militello 
Motors 4th Annual Indoor 
Used Car Sale. Owner 
Denny Militello presented 
Freda the car keys.

* * * 
The Martin County Hu-

mane Society was formed 
in 1991 to help provide 
humane care for home-
less and injured pets. 
Another function was to 
create public awareness 
of the problem of pet over-
population. The society 
was relying on volunteer 
foster homes to shelter 
adoptable pets. Because 
of the few foster homes, 
the society was limited to 
the number of animals it 
could help.

WEEK OF 
JANUARY 30, 1966

Lasker’s Clothing Store, 
after 51 years on North Av-
enue, was sold to Jeremy 
G. Kurtz who planned to 
keep the Lasker name for 
the firm, and to keep the 
same employees, Cecil 
Levy, Mrs. Otha Gray, Mrs. 
Charlotte Gellert and af-
ter-school salesman Tom 
Gallagher.

* * * 
Civic Summer The-

atre named new officers 
at their annual meeting 
and revised the by-laws 
to increase the number of 
directors from six to nine. 
New officers were Robert 
Brodt, president; Marlin 
Gratz, vice president; Rob-
ert Gallagher, secretary, 
and Elizabeth Woodward, 
treasurer. New directors 
were Brodt and Mrs. James 
Fitch of Fairmont, Mrs. 
Don Peterson of Truman 
and Richard Dahl of Swea 
City.

* * * 
A 250-foot tower was 

being built to translate 
TV signals from KROC-
TV in Rochester, giving 
Fairmonters another NBC 
channel.
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REJECTED - Cardinals Walker Tordsen rejects 
Blue Earth Area’s Bailey Olson’s layup attempt. The 
Cardinals defeated the Buccaneers 54-38 last Friday 
night.  Courtesy gregabelphotography.com

LOOSE BALL - Cardinals Cassidy Krusemark 
wrestles the ball away from Blue Earth Area’s Shayna 
Stevermer. The Cards edged the Buccaneers 49-46 
last Friday night. Courtesy fairmontsports.com

LIVE CARDINAL WEBSTREAMING VIDEO

fairmontsports.com

Which IRA

Securities and insurance products offered through Cetera Investment Services LLC, member FINRA/SIPC. 
Investments are: • Not FDIC insured • May lose value • Not financial institution guaranteed • Not a deposit 
• Not insured by any federal government agency. Cetera is under separate ownership from any other named entity.

Together, we’ll help make sure you’re
maximizing your retirement plan potential 

with enhanced IRA opportunities.
Give Steve a call today!

is right for you? 

Steve Roesner
Registered Representative
Fairmont: 105 Lake Avenue

235-7567
stephen.roesner@

ceterais.com

Fairmont Of ce
103 N. Park St

Fairmont, MN 56031
238-8300, usbank.com

Member FDIC

•Opening an IRA?
•2015 Tax Planning

Stop in today or
call us at 507.238.8300
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Karis and I have 
noticed that the 
bird population 
on our farm has 

been pretty steady through-
out the year over the past 
few years. The best way to 
tell is by the amount of bird 
food we purchase to feed 
them. Between the birds, 

our barn cats and our dog, 
Snickers, we have a pretty 
good food bill to pay each 
year. Every morning when I 
go out to “do chores”, which 
is just going out to feed the 
cats, check the bird feeder 
and feed and water the dog, 
I tell Karis I am going out to 
“feed the starving hoards”. 
We have about 10 cats in 
the barn, so whenever they 
hear me coming their way 
with food, they come flying 
out the barn door and have 
this big procession to meet 
me, and then follow me into 

Jeff’s Jottings
the barn to wait for the day’s 
parcels of food. Snickers is 
getting older (she is about 
12 or 13 years old – pretty 
good for a Black Lab!) so 
she usually just waits in her 
dog house for me to come in 
the corn crib and put some 
food in her dish. If it is cold 
that day, she may just stay in 

her warm doghouse and not 
even come out right away to 
eat the food. Every once in a 
while, if I am around home 
for a while, I will hear a 
growl and maybe some hiss-
ing coming from the corn-
crib. That usually tells me 
that one or more of the cats 
have ventured too close to 
Snicker’s dog food and she 
is letting them know who is 
“the king of the domain”. I 
usually get a grin on my face 
when that happens because 
I know that the cats have al-
ready eaten their own food 

and for some reason they 
think that they are entitled 
to some of the dog food also.

Karis knows that when-
ever I come across some-
thing that is John Deere 
and I don’t have it in my 
collection yet, I usually end 
up drooling over the item 
(and maybe sometimes end 
up buying it!). When I saw 
that they were making bird 
houses that looked like a 
small barn that was in John 
Deere green and yellow, I 
just couldn’t resist getting 
that for hanging in the tree 
outside our kitchen win-
dow. The birds were busy 
feeding off of the new bird 
feeder last weekend and 
later on even a couple squir-
rels tried to get in on the ac-
tion. It is always fun to watch 
all the activity around a bird 
feeder whenever you put 
fresh food out. And it is even 
better now that they have a 
green and yellow feeder to 
eat out of. There are many 
different items that have 
a “John Deere influence” 
around our farm. It has been 
ingrained into my life since 
I was just a wee little boy (I 
received a John Deere pedal 
tractor from my grandfa-
ther on my first Christmas). 
Growing up on the farm, I 
learned to drive green ma-
chinery, went once a year 
to “John Deere Days” at the 
Sherburn theater (they were 
given by Swanson Imple-
ment of Sherburn when I 
was growing up), and col-
lected the green and yellow 
farm toys. It was always in-

teresting when the Hagen 
clan would get together for 
hay baling or straw baling 
years ago because about 
half of the cousins were 
“red” and the other half 
“green”, so the stories and 
comparisons were always 
being made. Those were fun 
times and I remember the 
“ribbing” going on between 
family fondly.

There are a few events 
coming up in the next week 
that I wanted to make sure 
you were aware of. On Fri-
day, January 29th, there 
will be two retirement open 
houses in Fairmont. The 
first one is at First Farmers 
& Merchants Bank, where 
there will be an open house 
for Dennis Trushenski from 
9 a.m. to 5 p.m. That same 
day, there will be an open 
house at the Martin County 
Library in Fairmont for Lau-
ra Walker, who is retiring. 
The open house will be from 
3:00 to 4:30 p.m. On Sunday, 
January 31st the Granada 
Fireman’s Relief Associa-
tion will have a pancake 
breakfast from 9:00 a.m. to 
1:00 p.m. at the Granada 
High School Cafeteria. They 
will be serving pancakes, 
sausage, biscuits and gravy 
and a beverage for a charge. 
Also on that day down in 
Ceylon, the Ceylon Ameri-
can Legion and Auxiliary 
will have a Shrimp Dinner 
at Nassen-Detert Post #529. 
Serving will be from 10:30 

NEW: 2015 Ford F-150
Crew Lariat

#153181

#161318

#161901

$43,671

Cash Down or Trade Equity
$2000 cash down or Trade Equity: $34166▲

 $4000 cash down or Trade Equity: $30833▲

$6000 cash down or Trade Equity: $27501▲

Cash Down or Trade Equity
$2000 cash down or Trade Equity: $25031★

 $4000 cash down or Trade Equity: $21902★

$6000 cash down or Trade Equity: $18773★

NEW: 2015 Ford
Fusion SE

NEW: 2015 Ford
Focus SE

$22,500

$17,999

▲

plus tax, license fees, OAC, 60 months, 0% APR
Must finance with Ford Credit.

Includes $2000 Ford Trade-In Assistance Rebate.

★plus tax, license fees, OAC, 72 months, 4% APR
Must finance with Ford Credit.

Plus 0% APR for 60 mos!

507-235-6681 • 800-726-6912
700 E. Blue Earth Ave., Fairmont
fairmontford.com

“Your Friendly Ford Dealer Since 1909!”

SALES HOURS: Monday: 8:00-8:00
Tuesday-Friday: 8:00-5:30; Saturday: 8:00-3:00

D10155

22015 CY sales, Jan. thru Nov.

Bavarian Dinner
Today’s recipe is one I would definitely call comfort 

food. I have put the whole business in a crock pot after 
browning the steaks and onion. I find that cube steaks 
tend to be on the tough side and cooking them long and 
slow takes care of that. I also add a couple of carrots be-
cause Pa Lloyd isn’t fond of cabbage. If you are unable 
to find onion gravy mix, the plain beef gravy mix works.

Bavarian Dinner:
3-4 beef cube steaks
1 Tbsp oil
1/3 cup chopped onion
2 1/2 cups water
2 envelopes onion gravy mix
2 Tbsp brown sugar
2 Tbsp white vinegar
1 tsp caraway seed
2 medium potatoes peeled and cubed
2 wedges of cabbage
In skillet brown cube steaks in oil, add onion and 

cook until tender, combine water, gravy mix, brown 
sugar, vinegar and caraway seed, pour over steak and 
simmer 15-20 minutes. Cook potatoes and cabbage in 
salted water 6-8 minutes, drain. Arrange potatoes and 
cabbage on platter, top with steak, pour gravy over all.

with Kathy Lloyd

What’s Cooking

a.m. to 12:30 p.m. They will 
serve shrimp, baked potato 
or French fries, green beans, 
garlic toast, bars and a bev-
erage for a charge. Ceylon 
Girl Scouts will be helping 
with the meal. Proceeds go 
toward the programs of Post 
#529.

   Have a great week!

Drive safely – visit a shut-
in or family member – Eat, 
Play, Shop Local – take care 
of the animals!

- Jeff

On January 22nd, 2016 
I met with the Board of 
Directors of the Sons of 
Norway in Minnesota, 
about starting a lodge in 
Fairmont and discussed 
the rules and regulations 
that have to be met. I also 
shared with them about 
what the community 
would like from the Sons 
of Norway.  

Here is a summary of 
the meeting:

On March 29th we will 
be holding an information 
meeting. At the conclusion 
of the informational meet-
ing, if we have 40 members 
signed up, we will be hold-
ing an Institutional meet-
ing May 10th at which time 
we would become a lodge.

We’ll have to select a 
Steering Committee be-
tween March 29th & May 
10th to setup all the legal 
things need to be done. 

We have selected a 
temporary name: English 
version “5 waters lodge”  it 
was selected for Fairmont, 
but the final name will be 
decided by the members 
of the lodge. 

One of the goals for 
Fairmont is the youth. We 
would also support Fair-
mont Triathlon, Language 
camp (Northern MN or 
WI) Cooking & Baking 
Contest, Adopt a School 
(work with school). In ad-
dition, we would build a 

Ginger Bread houses and 
display at Snowball parade 
along with bringing in Nor-
wegian dancers.

Another idea brought up 
for fund raisers would be to 
have Abbleskibers or “Dan-
ish pancakes.”  

We’ll work with Fairmont 
Chamber and Fairmont re-
altors to do something like 
a Welcome Wagon, but with 
a different name because of 
trademark. 

If anyone has any ques-
tions, please call me.

Leonard Worth,
Fairmont: 763-552-0857

***
A handful of seniors 

trickled into the Knights of 
Columbus hall on January 
18th to help pack hundreds 
of coleslaw containers. Then 
another 23 seniors replaced 
them, as they donned the 
Fairmont Dollars for Schol-
ars blue visors and hats 
along with aprons and food 
service gloves and served 
chicken dinners to more 
than 400 customers. We 
had an incredible showing 

of help and great attitudes 
from the class of 2016 as 
we held our annual chick-
en dinner fundraiser. We 
raised about $1,300 for 
scholarships! 

Thank you so much 
to our community for so 
faithfully supporting us 
and our students year af-
ter year. Thank you also to: 
the Knights for helping the 
evening run so smoothly 
and to the Fairmont Senti-
nel, Fairmont Photo Press, 

KFMC, First Farmers and 
Merchants Bank, Wells 
Federal Bank, Olson Rent-
al, Cyndi Johnson, and 
Dawn Petrowiak and other 
church staff who helped 
us get the word out about 
the event. Thank you to 
Lori Stubbe and Lisa De-
Boer of the Pizza Ranch 
for the great food and the 
planning logistics. An es-
pecially huge thank you to 
the students who served, 
including Anagha Koma-
ragiri and Lauren Carlson 
(Dollars for Scholars stu-
dent representatives), and 
dinner coordinator Nancy 
Backer, student recruiter 
Mary Granheim, and the 
rest of the board who 
served.

Liz Wheeler
Fairmont Dollars for 

Scholars secretary
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Militello MotorsMilitello Motors

1029 N. State Street, Fairmont, MN • 238-4444 • 1-800-733-0587
*Payments based on $2,000 down plus tax & lic. With approved credit. www.militellomotors.com

 

THIS SALE ABSOLUTELY ENDS SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 6th!

1029 N. State Street, Fairmont, MN • 238-4444 • 1-800-733-0587
*Payments based on $2,000 down plus tax & lic. With approved credit. www.militellomotors.com

‘09 KIA
RIO LX

New tires, 120k miles, very 
economical transportation!

‘98 FORD F-150
SUPER CAB

4x4, XLT décor, 150k miles...

$4,995 or $139/mo* 24mo
9.99%

‘05 JEEP GRAND
CHEROKEE LAREDO

4x4, 100k miles.

$7,995 or $141/mo* 48mo
5.99%

‘11 CHRYSLER
300 TOURING

Only 25K miles, save thousands on fac-
tory demo!
$16,995 or $239/mo* 72mo

3.99%

‘15  JEEP CHEROKEE 
LATITUDE

28 mpg! All wheel drive, 5/100K        
warranty  

72mo
3.99%

$23,879 or $339/mo*

‘14 DODGE GRAND
CARAVAN SXT

DVD! Power seat, doors and liftgate  
only 15k miles!
$19,995 or $279/mo* 72mo

3.99%

Loaded, sunroof, tow, blu ray player, 
Nav…

#76920

$29,995 or $439/mo* 72mo
3.99%

AWD! 15K miles, Sunroof, heated 
leather, Nav…

#77010

$24,852  or $359/mo*72mo
3.99%

4X4, express pkg, 5.7 hemi, tow pkg 
includes mirrors and brake control...
$24,918 or $359/mo* 72mo

3.99%

‘15 CHRYSLER
200C

1 owner Jeep trade, current body style, 
0300 hp and 26 mpg hwy!
$19,995 or $279/mo* 72mo

3.99%

48mo
5.99%

‘12 DODGE
JOURNEY SXT

AWD, heated seats, new tires, 27K miles, 
clean 1 owner trade.
$17,995 or $249/mo* 72mo

3.99%

AWD,  4.7L V8, 7 pass, rear heat and 
air.
$9,995 or $189/mo*

‘12 BUICK
REGAL

Premium 1 pkg, sunroof, heated leather 
33 mpg!
$14,779 or $199/mo* 72mo

3.99%

‘14 CHRYSLER TOWN & 
COUNTRY LIMITED

‘13 DODGE GRAND
CARAVAN CREW

Touring susp, rear camera, heated seats 
1st & 2nd row, safety sphere group.
$18,752 or $259/mo*72mo

3.99%

24mo
9.99%

#76830

‘08 CHRYSLER
ASPEN

#77040 #76980

#T1583A #T1570A #72500 

#77100

#T15104A

‘08 CHRYSLER TOWN & 
COUNTRY LIMITED

Heated leather, Nav, Tow pkg., only 
75K miles!

#76350A

$11,631 or $226/mo* 48mo
2.99%

#76950A #75210A #T15229A

‘14 RAM 1500
REGULAR CAB

‘11 JEEP GRAND
CHEROKEE LAREDO

$3,716 or $79/mo*

#T1584B

$10 Adults; $5 Kids Under 12
Menu: baked potato or fries,

green beans, garlic toast & bars

Take outs available.
Proceeds to help Post #529

Ceylon Girl Scout Troop #33405 will help.

Ceylon Legion & Auxiliary

Sun., January 31
10:30 am-12:30 pm

SHRIMP
 Dinner

106 E. 1st Street
Fairmont 

507-238-2349

DAILY MENU SPECIALS
Mon - All Day: BBQ Pork - $595

Tues - All Day: Burger Basket - $5
 Commercials -Full: $725; Half: $525

Wed - 5-8 pm: Taco Night -3 Tacos/$695

 or 1 Giant Burrito/$695

Thurs - All Day: 60¢ Wings - dine in only
Fri - All Day: Cod Dinner - $650

Open 11 am Monday through Saturday

Daily Happy Hour:
Drink Specials

2:30 pm-5:30 pm

Daily: $5 Hot Dogs, Chips, 
and Beer or Soda

$5 Appetizers after 9:00 pm

Fridays at 5:30 p.m.: Meat Raffl e!

The BLAZER
Bar and Grill

617 S. State St. Fairmont, MN

For more info: 235-5719
www.bowlmor-lanes.com

New HD Projectors!
Play 37
Major 

Courses
Food &

Beverages

VALET PARKING

Dell Lutheran’s 33rd Annual

Sun., Feb. 7 • 1-5 p.m.
$16 Donation - Adults

$5 Donation - Under 10 Years Old
All proceeds support Mission Projects

Where our desire is to know Christ
and make Him known.

DELL LUTHERAN CHURCH • Frost, MN
From I-90 Frost Exit, go 1¼ mile south 

and ½ mile east
dellfreechurch.org • We’re on Facebook

BAKE SALE: sponsored by Dell 
Women. Bake Sale proceeds support 

Dell Women’s budget.

MENU
Lutefi sk-Potatoes-Klub-Corn

Norwegian Meatballs-Romgrot
Lefsa-Kringla-Norwegian Rice

Homemade Buns-Rosettes

Scandinavian
Smörgåsbord

1228 Lake Ave · 238-2555
Fairmont Eagles

Fridays: Full Menu Available 
Full Service Bar! Everyone Welcome!

Thur, Jan. 28 ∙ 5-7 pm:
Liver & Onions

 Fri, Jan. 29 ∙ 5-7 pm:
Open Menu/Happy Hour

Sat, Jan. 30 ∙ 5-7 pm: Fish Fry
∙ 7-11 pm: Music of Paul Stewart

Sun, Jan. 31 ∙ 8:30-12:30 pm:
Breakfast Buffet

Mon, Feb. 1 ∙ 7 pm: Bingo

501c3 non pro t org

222 E. Blue Earth Ave.,
Fairmont • 507-235-9262

redrockcenter.org

Relativity
Saturday, January 30
7:30 pm
Playing originals, top 40,
classic & folk rock. Fairmont natives: Sandy (Toby) Morin 
Jensen, Linda Morin Wilson, & Mike Hildebrandt, a MN 
Rock & Country Music Hall of fame fi ddle player.

Advance tickets $8 at Hy-Vee and Red Rock; 
$10 at the Door (Students $5)

Saturday, January 30th, 2016
Knights of Columbus Hall  920 E 10th St  

 Appetizers: 5:30 p.m.  Dinner: 6:30 p.m.  Dance 7:30 p.m. 
 Formal/Semi-Formal Attire  

 
 Main Entrees: Stuffed Pork Chop and Salmon  
 Entertainment By: Elegant Affairs of Mankato  

 KC Raffle Tickets  Live Auction Gift Baskets  
     Prepared Especially By Each Class 

Fairmont VFW
1500 S. ALBION AVE.

507-235-9308

LUNCH
S P E C I A L S

Served 11am-2pm

Monday:
Commercials. . . . . . $750

Tuesday - Taco Day: 
Hard Shell . . . . . . . . $2  
Soft Shell . . . . . . . .  $5 
Taco Salad . . . . . . . . $5
Wednesday -
Soup & Sandwich: 
Bowl of Soup and
Sandwich . . . . . . . . . . $8
Cup of Soup and 1/2 
Sandwich . . . . . . . . . $5
Thursday:
Fish Sandwich. . . . . $550 
Fish Sandwich Basket . .$7

Friday: 
Philly Cheese Steak 
Sandwich  . . . . . . .  $650

Philly Steak Basket . . $8

BILLBOARD
the

Dining and
Entertainment


